
 

What’s Going On In and Around Christ Lutheran 
 

The Lord continues to bless His Church.  Of course, Christ Lutheran, like any other church, is not 

immune to troubles, discontent and heartache.  However, one does not have to look too hard and 

long to see the many terrific blessings happening around this place for the sake of the redeemed. 

 

 Thirteen terrific youth were confirmed this past month on Pentecost.  We pray that their 

reception of the Lord’s Holy Sacrament remains a blessing upon them in the years to come. 

 The Oromo Congregation we have been facilitating since March is growing and has become a 

tremendous blessing to the ethnic community in our area.  They have an evangelist who will 

be ordained this summer in Ethiopia as well as eventually studying toward the LCMS 

ministry.  The congregation is working toward becoming a member congregation of the 

LCMS.  This past month they have received 12 new members. 

 Our Parish-family continues to support our year-long Anniversary Capital Campaign.  Soon 

an Anniversary Committee will be formed as next year we will celebrate 60 Years At and 

With Christ. 

 Our Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten continues to flourish.  Even though our Director 

Chrissy Heiss has taken a call to serve as principal in Indiana, the Lord has been gracious and 

sent us another Director – Ms. Jane Limback.  We are also losing our teacher, Mrs. Becky 

Koffman who is moving to Nebraska.  However, in God’s graciousness, He has given us Ms. 

Megan Homan to fill that vacancy.  Continue to pray for the wonderful work our teachers and 

leaders of our Pre-Kindergarten are doing for our students and community. 

 Our Association Schools, Martin Luther Academy and Lutheran High School of Kansas City, 

continue to bring the Gospel of Christ Jesus as well as a quality education to our children.  

MLA is growing as they have added a second kindergarten class to handle the influx of new 

students.  One of our organists, Mrs. Laurie Folken, will serve as the new teacher for that 

class.  Lutheran High just graduated 33 quality young people who will now go off to bigger 

and better things – grounded in the faith that has been nurtured in them by a loving faculty 

and staff. 

 Most importantly, Christ Lutheran continue to be a beacon of light in the midst of the 

darkness of this world.  The Sacraments are shared, the Word is taught, and Christian lives 

are strengthened in this place on a daily bases.  Deacon has put into place wonderful youth 

activities for the summer as we also look forward to Vacation Bible School in July.  

Additional educational opportunities such as a study of the Augsburg Confession – our 

Lutheran Confessions – is happening during this month of June.  Also, take note of the Pre-

Planning Workshop sponsored by the OASIS Committee on June 4
th

. 

 

These are just a few of the blessings/happenings taking place at Christ Lutheran now and in the near 

future.  As our Lord gathers His people, in different ways through the work of the church, we 

encourage you to be a part of it all together with us.  May God richly bless you and keep you as He 

surely has His Church. 
 

In His Service, 
 

Pastor Arnold 
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“… Male and Female He created them.” 
 The state of Massachusetts legalized same-sex “marriage” in 2003.  The state of Connecticut 
followed suit in 2008.  Iowa, Vermont, Maine, and New Hampshire came in 2009.  In 2013 the 
Supreme Court struck down the key parts of the Defense of Marriage Act of 1996 defining 
marriage as opposite-sex.  Finally, just a year ago this month (June 26th, 2015) the court issued a 
decision in the Obergefell v. Hodges case, identifying constitutional protection for “homosexual 
marriages.”  As these events took place, we witnessed the reversal of moral values in our social 
sphere.  For example, if you disagree with the homosexual agenda, you are called a “hatemonger,” 
“bigot,” “close-minded,” or some similar slur.  Even worse, by labeling with the word hate anyone 
who disagrees with this agenda, it has made those who support traditional family values subject to 
hate-crime laws.  Today, those of us who support opposite-sex marriage and oppose same-sex 
marriages are said to oppose “equality and freedom.”  How can we respond? 
 

 The homosexual agenda seeks to redefine marriage through eliminating one half of the 
traditional couple.  This adds not a little confusion to what it means to be married and have a 
family.  Americans in particular have a tendency to separate the issues of the feminist movement, 
abortion, and homosexuality, but in reality, these all stem from the same problem: denial of the 
created difference between man and woman. 
 

 From the beginning, God specifically created man and woman as different.  The key to that 
difference lies in their sexuality.  By sexuality, we’re not only talking about sex organs.  That’s the 
tact that gay rights activists use: a man and woman—or man and man, in their case—can be united 
in sexual union simply because they “fit” together.  What this argument fails to address is the 
whole person and ignores the complimentary nature of created man and woman (Genesis 2:18-25). 
 

 The unitive and procreative purposes of sexuality are not purposes that may be separated 
so that one can be thought to occur apart from the other.  Mutual companionship AND procreation 
are the purposes of marriage, and they go together.  This union is through marriage and NOT 
simple civil union: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh.”  In opposition to same-sex “marriage,” the final purpose of 
sexual intercourse is in fact procreation and not simply sexual pleasure for the man and woman 
involved.  Further, God protects the family through the 6th Commandment in ordering our sexual 
appetites within the context of our marriage and loving and honoring our spouse (Luther’s Small 
Catechism, 6th Commandment & meaning).  The family is, then, the basic unit of society that loves, 
protects, and supports one another.  The family participates in creation through childbirth which 
ideally takes place in the context of marriage.  In this context, man and woman each have not only 
scripturally defined roles, but roles that are inherent to their very creation.  If our families (as the 
basic unit of society) are not ordered properly according to the design and purpose that God has 
instituted, it should not be surprising to us that our political organizations, and even our churches 
in America and across the world, are suffering from identity crises. 
 

 When we change the definition of marriage and family, it distorts God’s creation.  And so 
we are left trying to fit an abnormal order into a malformed view of family and marriage.  The 
result is not love and tolerance, as the homosexual agenda would have us believe, but rather hate.  
Hate for God, hate for His institutions and commands, and hate for our children and our spouses.                  
             
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                          Grades 6-8 

LYF  FLOAT TRIP  
Friday-Saturday  –  June 3-4 

 

SR-LYF Members (Grades 9-12) & JR-LYF 
Members (Grades 6-8) are spending one night at 
the Sky Ranch-Cave Springs Camp (Quapaw, OK), 
and floating the Elk River.  
 

Cost for this trip is $85.00 (for members of Christ) 
and $100.00 for others.  
 

We will be leaving from our church parking lot on 
Friday, June 3 no later than 7:00 AM.  We will 
return to the church parking lot at 7:00 PM on 
Sat., June 4. 
 

Three meals are provided.  Friday, supper, will 
need to be purchased by participants (We may 
stop enroute on Saturday in the late afternoon). 
 

Sleeping bags will need to be taken on this trip.  
Other information has been shared with those 
who had signed up on the poster in the 
Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 
SUMMER CAMPS 

 

June and July 
Contact Deacon with questions about 

summer camps at Heit’s Point! 

 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN’S 

VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL 
Monday – Thursday             July 11-14 

 

REGISTER BEFORE JUNE 24! 
 

 

SENIOR ‘16  
RECOGNITION DAY 

 
JULY 24,  2016  
BETWEEN SERVICES 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


Discipleship Data 
Accessions Baptized: 

Ananika Israel Bekama, daughter of Israel Eba and Amane Lemu (Oromo congregation) – May 

8, 2016 
 

Accessions Communicant: 

Julia Almstedt, Daniel Brinkmeyer, Brandon Cuda, Kylene Cummins, Leah Gehrke, Joshua 

Keller, Aubree Koren, Jarien Montgomery, Evan Oathout, Edna Oswald, Haley Waisner, Sarah 

Waller, and Jackson Winfrey – youth confirmation, May 15 

Aelan Hudnall, Greg Heishman – adult confirmation, May 22  

 

 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) had 9 in attendance on May 17
th
 

when they went to Golden Coral.  In June they head to BC Bistro on 

Prairie View Road.  Join the group at Noon on that 21
st
 for food, fun, and 

fellowship.  If you have any questions, please contact Lynda Reinert. 

 

 

OASIS Preplanning Workshop 
Everyone ages 30+ are welcome to come join us for a 

Pre-Planning Presentation on June 4
th

, 2016 from 

10:00am-12:00pm at Christ Lutheran Church in Platte 

Woods, Mo.  Our guest speakers are Vicki Mears with 

Crossroads Hospice and Robert Parker with Dignity 

Memorial.  They will be doing a presentation on how 

to cope with grief, loss, and caregiving as well as 

funeral pre-planning and much more.  Snacks will be 

provided by our OASIS committee.  Contact Shane 

Rogers with any questions. 
 

 

 



Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Family, 

My family and I have been blessed to work alongside you these past five years. The Lord certainly is at 

work in this place and I have a special place in my heart for the work that the Lord is doing through Christ 

Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten as we serve the children of our congregation and community.  My greatest joy 

has come in seeing families lives changed in the waters of baptism because of the Spirit’s work through the 

Word heard in the classrooms. 

The relationships I have here and my love for this congregation and school will be forever remembered.  

 I have spent considerable time praying for and working on creating a warm and welcoming Christian school 

over the past five years.  I ask that you pray for me as I take on the role of Principal of Zion Lutheran School 

in Seymour, Indiana, and that the spread of God’s Word prevails.  

Christ Lutheran Church has a wonderful history of showing support for educational ministry, and the 

school benefits from an amazing and supportive congregation, faithful pastors, and a dedicated faculty.  I 

pray that you would continue to demonstrate support for the school as the Holy Spirit guides the 

congregation in the coming months.  There are certainly challenges ahead, but there are also wonderful 

opportunities to reach even greater numbers of students with the Word. 

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten is a wonderful place for children to learn and grow.  It is wonderful 

because of the community of teachers that serve our students and families; it is wonderful because of the 

great relationships that exist between parents, staff, and students; it is wonderful because of this supportive 

congregation; and it is blessed to be a blessing because each day we share God’s Word with the children God 

has brought to this place.   We can be sure of God’s promise declared through Isaiah, “My word […] shall 

not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which 

I sent it.”  I pray that God will continue to bless this congregation as you carry out the amazing work He has 

given us! 

In Christ, 
 

Mrs. Chrissy Heiss, M.Ed., Director   

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten816-741-8031   FAX  816-741-0455   Train Up a Child in God’s Love 

christpk@christlc.com; https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten; www.christlc.net 

*************************************************************************** 

June Acolytes 
    8:00am    10:45am  
 

June    Connor Henry    Daniel Brinkmeyer 
         Joey Ferguson, Jackson Foutch  

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

 
Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Daniel Brinkmeyer 10:45am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox substitute  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Joey Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Thomas Henrichs 8am  
 
 

 
Connor Henry 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am  
Jackson Winfrey 10:45am  
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am  

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten
http://www.christlc.net/


Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 
 

Enrollment continues —Enrollment for the 2016-2017 school year at The 
Lutheran High School of Kansas City continues.  The Lutheran High School of 
Kansas City is a dynamic school with much to offer every child.  From Dual Credit 
University courses to Business and Tech/Trade courses our students are achieving 
at a high level.  Facility, faculty, leadership opportunities, spiritual growth, and 
positive environment are all reasons to consider LHSKC.  Come and visit and 
enroll today. 
There are a lot of camps (sports, art, etc.) available at LHSKC this summer.  Contact the school to 
find out more. 

*********************************************** 

Martin Luther Academy 
The Martin Luther Academy 2015/2016 school year has come to a 
successful close.  It was an amazing year full of growth, learning, 
and new friendships all centered around our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  We look forward to our next school year.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped make this year a success. 
 

The MLA Golf Tournament is June 11 at Liberty Hills Golf Course in 
Liberty, MO.  There is still time to join a team or put together a team 
to help support our school.  If you are unable to attend that day, 

please consider being a hole sponsor, starting at $100.  Registration forms can be downloaded 
from our web site.  (www.martinlutheracademy.org) 
 

MLA is hosting a Basketball Camp on July 6, 7, and 8.  Pastor Calvin Kapels from St. Stephen 
Lutheran Church will lead the camp.  The camp is open for all boys and girls in (2016-2017) 1st 
– 8th grade.  The cost is $30 and includes three lunches and a t-shirt.  Registration forms can 
be downloaded from our web site. (www.martinlutheracademy.org) 

 1st – 4th boys and girls 10:00 am – 1 pm  
 12 pm – 1 pm Lunch/Bible Study 
 5th – 8th boys and girls 12 pm – 3 pm 

 

Enrollment for the 2016/2017 school year is now open for all grades.  Please contact Lisa 
Martens for more information (816) 734-1060 or cell (816) 217-6199. 
 

Save the date: 
June 11 - MLA Golf Tournament at Liberty Hills Golf, Liberty, MO at 1:00 pm. 
July 6-8 - MLA Basketball Camp in the MLA gym (times listed above) 
 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:  Monday - Thursday 9:00am - noon. 

*********************************************** 

Would you like to be included on the email list that we have in the church office used 

for the occasional reminder or announcement?  These emails come directly from the 

church office, and your address isn’t shared with anyone else.  A lot of people really 

like to get these emails (and they aren’t sent very frequently).  If you’d like to be 

included (or need your email updated), please contact the church office with the email 

address you’d like used.  Call 816-741-0483 or email christlc@christlc.com.  

http://www.lhskc.com/
mailto:christlc@christlc.com


Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to our faithful Weekday School cookie bakers – Becky Belt, LaVerne Lutte, 
and Verda Lutte baked home-made cookies for the kids every month.  Thank you! 
Orchids to Becky Schademan, Hal Sinclair, Heidi Scroggins, Pat Thielen, Janet Duff, 

Bill and Roberta Musil, Sara Froiland, and Mary Buchholz for sending food and cookies for Weekday 
School.  Thank you! 

Orchids to our Spring Clean-Up participants:  Kirk Henry, Connor Henry, Kim Heermann, Patty Heermann, 
Carl Niederwimmer, Vonnie Niederwimmer, Janet Duff, Aimee Truetken, Jill Vincenti, Sarah Vincenti, Herb 
Steffens, Dave Lackey, Denise Lackey, Jan Sittig, Joe Winfrey, Dallas Boeka, Carroll Scadden, John Winfrey, 
Jackson Winfrey, Bill Hudnall, Steve Foutch, D.J. Dammann, Chuck Eberth, Pastor Froiland, and Tom 
Watson. 
Orchids to those who purchased geraniums to help beautify our sanctuary for Pentecost: Sinclair, Gilbert, Belt, 
Cozad, Moore, Watson, Spidle, Durham, Sittig, Eberth, Almstedt, Heerboth, Trumble, Ruud, Chastain, Faller, 
Duff, and Gibson.   

*************************************************************************** 
 

Change in status?  Do you have any changes that have happened recently or will happen soon 

of which your church should be aware?  This might include graduation 

from high school (in which case we need your college address) or from 

college (in which case we need to remove you from our college list). 

Maybe your child will be starting kindergarten in the fall. We need to 

get that info into the system so you receive info regarding weekday 

school and other activities.   Have you stopped using your home phone 

and just use your cell phone now?  Do you notice that your 

birthday/baptismal birthday/anniversary isn’t included on any lists?  

That probably means the church 

doesn’t have this information.  If 

you notice any error or omissions, or if you have had any 

changes of which we should be aware, please contact the 

church office so we can make corrections/additions.  We 

really want to have all our information correct – please help us with in that regard.  Thank you!  
***************************************************************************************** 

OROMO LUTHERAN UPDATE 
The Oromo Lutherans (tribal immigrants from Ethiopia) continue to meet regularly on Sundays at 
noon in our Ephphatha room.  Here are some recent updates:  

 Oromo children have been faithfully attending our Sunday School since late March 

 Oromo 1st and 2nd graders regularly attended Weekday School through April 

 On Sunday April 24th, 12 new members joined the Oromo congregation.   

 This summer Evangelist Abdi Megersa will become Pastor Abdi Megersa at his ordination in 
Ethiopia and then return to Kansas City.   

 Grant money from the Missouri district will arrive in July and will be used for the Oromo 
mission. 

 7 Oromo children were enrolled at Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten for the 2015/16 school 
year.     

Pray for God’s continued blessing of faithfulness to our Oromo Lutherans! 



 

 
 

6/1 Bruce Dittmer 

 Karen Arendt 

 Scott Saving 

 Tarryn Fredde 

6/2 Bill Scheidker 

 Zachary Chrisman 

6/3 Scott Van Winkle 

 Katelyn Smith 

 Gabriel Jones 

 Joseph Froiland 

6/4 Lindsay Seymour 

 Emma Dammann 

6/5 Rebecca Carnes 

 Marcus Smith 

 Evalena Johnson 

6/6 Dianna Perry 

 Amy Smith 

6/7 Kelli Smith 

6/8 Don Rea 

 Joseph Ramos 

6/10 Aaron Cockriel 

 Matthew Danner 

6/13 Chad Waller 

 Natalie March 

 Grayson Jones 

6/14 Delbert Clark 

 Joyce Danner 

 Brett Richardson 

 Laura Swanson 

 Eric Page 

 Christopher Jones 

6/15 Yancy Scroggins 

 Joshua Graf 

 Adam Page 

 Caitlin Colvin 

6/17 James Fredericks 

 Karen Cuda 

 Katie Bayless 

 Dani Buse 

 Matthew Howard 

 Megan Ruhnke 

6/18 Robert Newhouse 

 Michael Danner 

 Jacob Baker 

 Kyler Long 

6/19 Brittany Morehead 

 Lynsey Carnes 

6/20 Gloria Kallenberger 

 Patty Heermann 

 Mark Howard 

 Bane Gaiser 

 Erika Stark 

6/22 Andrew Bicsak 

 Christopher Saving 

 Robert Marriott 

6/23 Keith Sanders 

 Amanda Hall 

6/24 Ginna Dammann 

6/25 Bradley Hagler 

6/26 Barbara Mahnken 

6/27 Nadia Morey 

 Brent Saving 

 Jessica March 

6/28 Lana Brethauer 

 Gary Kimball 

 Alexandra Penn 

6/29 Gary Bartek 

 Sandra Thomas 

 Paula Chancellor 

 Heather Hulber 

6/30 Dale Eggerstedt 

 Steven Brulja 

 Dylon Cox

 

*************************************************************************** 

5 Years from Now (Confirmands) 

Last month we shared some essays that were written after Pastor Arnold asked each of our 

Confirmands to write a brief essay entitled, “Where I hope to be in my spiritual life five years from 

now.”  Here are a couple more: 

Brandon Cuda – Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to be living a life pleasing to my Lord and Savior, 

doing as He wills and obeying his commandments.  I want to be a living reflection of my God, being a positive 

influence to those around me.  I hope to be an active member of the church I attend and encourage others 

through my life to come to Christ through the life I live. 

Josh Keller - Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to have a closer and better relationship with God.  I 

would like to pray more and be able to find a good church to go to near wherever the college I go to. 

 

 

 



 

October of 2017 MILESTONE Anniversaries 
+ Christ Lutheran – 60 Years + 

+ The Reformation – 500 Years + 
In October of 2017, we will celebrate two HUGE anniversaries for all 
Lutherans and, in particular, those who confess this faith at Christ 
Lutheran Church.  500 years ago at that time Luther nailed the 95 
theses to the door of the Wittenberg Castle Church, thus setting in 
motion the beginning of the return to the pure confession of the 
Gospel, that all might receive the forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation by GRACE ALONE, FAITH ALONE, and SCRIPTURE 
ALONE, apart from any works of the law—a teaching that had been 
greatly obscured in the church.  The Reformation is a heritage in 
which we all most heartily rejoice! So 60 years ago devout and 
faithful men and women, steadfast in this confession in Platte 
County had the YEARNING and FERVANT desire to express these 
truths for the benefit of themselves and those around them.  This 
faithful band gathered together and formed Christ Lutheran Church 
in Platte Woods, MO, which still preaches the pure Gospel to all who 
would hear it today!      
As gracious receivers of an inheritance so great in Doctrine and Truth 
from our Reformation forefathers … As grateful recipients of our 
parish heritage at Christ Lutheran Church, love NECESSITATES our 
giving to our church in need … 
Accomplished and completed past projects such as: 

 A new flat roof – est. $70,000  

 Tuck-pointing the entire exterior of the church -- $47,404  

 Church parking lot -- $51,791  

 New windows at the 72nd Street parsonage as well as the 

Camden Ave. house -- $19,559  

 Carpet at the Camden Ave. house and the Maple Ln. house – 

$8,884   

And future projects yet to be done:  

 Resolve drainage issues on East side of the church 

 Various flooring, ceiling and finish repairs throughout the 

church   

 Various HVAC units at both the church and houses  

 Other smaller projects to update the Pre-K and other areas downstairs   

have left us in a significant amount of debt.  So we continue to promote our parish’s capital campaign 
in recognition of our 2 ANNIVERSARIES in 2017.  We have a total goal of $250,000 by the end of next 
year.  In gratefulness to the Reformation … in thanksgiving for Christ Lutheran Parish … Won’t you 
give to this most noble cause? Please consider doing so by using anniversary envelopes attached to 
subsequent editions of the Shepherd’s Staff or available in the Narthex next to the giving 
thermometer.  The chart here shows our current progress.   

 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … 1 John 4:7-11 
 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son” (John 3:16). “God shows His 
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). “I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays his life down for the sheep” (John 10:11). Love means 
sacrifice. Sacrifice means a humbling of oneself for the good of another. And this is what the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us: Love means sacrifice. 
 

We love our families. And we love them by sacrificing ourselves for them. We put their needs 
before our own. We sacrifice our own wants and desires for their good and for their needs.  
 

We love our country. And we love it by pledging our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor to 
defend her. We ask not what our country can do for us, but what we can do for our country. We 
make sacrifices for our country’s good and we do it because we love her.  
 

We love our church. And we love our church by giving of ourselves, by sacrificing our time, 
talents, and treasures in service to it. We volunteer to teach Sunday School, VBS, and other 
various boards. We help out cleaning and fixing what needs to be cleaned and fixed at the church 
property. And we give a portion of the income God has given us, so that the lights will go on, and 
the heat and air conditioning may run; so that a pastor will preach to us both law and gospel and 
administer baptism and the Lord’s Supper; so that the Word will go forth into all the world through 
the missionaries we call and send out.  
 

God has called us into these three spheres of family, country, and church. He puts the solitary into 
a home. No one is an island unto himself. Everyone is put into a family, a country, and a 
church. In these spheres, God cares for all our needs of body and soul. He employs other 
members of these spheres to ensure that we have everything we need for this body and life and for 
the next.  
 

These callings place a claim upon us, a claim upon our presence, our prayers, our time, 
talents, and treasures. They give us a duty. That duty is to love. And love means sacrifice. And 
sacrifice means that we humble ourselves for the good of another.  
 

So then, “let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 
and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this 
the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that 
we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another” (1 John 4:7–11). And love means sacrifice.  

*************************************************************************** 

On Tuesday’s in June at 6:00PM, we 

will have a Lutheran Confessions 

Study.  We will study the Articles 

of the Augsburg Confession from the 

Book of Concord.  The dates are June 

7
th
, 14

th
, 21

st
, and 28

th
.  Do come 

join us and bring a friend! 



 

      1 

7pm - Midweek 
Service - LS 

2 3 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

4 

10am - Noon - 
OASIS Pre-
Planning Event 

5   

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship & Blood Pressure Testing  

9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:45am - Divine Service - LS 

Noon - Oromo Worship 

6 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

7 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
6pm - Augsburg 
Confession Study 
7pm - Elders 

8 

7pm - Midweek 
Service  

9 

7pm - Board of 
Directors 

10 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
 

11 

12   8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  

9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:45am - Divine Service   

Noon - Oromo Worship 

2pm - Callers for Christ 

13 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

14 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
6pm - Augsburg 
Confession Study 

15 

7pm - Midweek 
Service - LS 

16 17 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 

18 

19 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  

9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:45am - Divine Service - LS 

Noon - Oromo Worship 

3pm - Parkinson Support Meeting 

20 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

21 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
Noon – CLLG to 
BC Bistro 
6pm - Augsburg 
Confession Study 

22 

7pm - Midweek 
Service  

23 24 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

25 

26 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  

9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:45am - Divine Service   

Noon - Oromo Worship 

2pm – Circuit Forum 

27 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

28 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
2pm - Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 
6pm - Augsburg 
Confession Study 

29 

7pm - Midweek 
Service - LS 

30     

Christ Lutheran Church - June 2016 

Float Trip 
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Acolytes:  8am – Connor Henry 
  10:45am – Daniel Brinkmeyer, Joey Ferguson, Jackson Foutch 

 
Head Ushers:   8am – Lee Ketelsen  10:45am – Ron Knop 

Ushers:  8am – John Henrichs, John Fairhurst        10:45am – Bill Scheidker, Richard Weimer 
 
Elder In Charge:  8am:    10:45am:  

 Wednesdays:  

 

Greeters:   8am – Tom and Tanya Cvetan  10:45am – Kelly Heinen 
 

Counters:  Lee and Julie Ketelsen 
  
Altar Guild:     Servers        Linens  

   6/1  Oswald/Schneider      Truetken 

   6/5  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti     Truetken 

   6/8  Vincenti/Schneider 

   6/12  Degnan/Durham/Moore     Faller 

   6/15  Gehrke/Schneider      Truetken 

   6/19  Duff/Howard/Stavenau      Truetken 

   6/22  Goodwin/Lewis        

   6/26  Truetken/Sperl/Steffens     Faller 

   6/29  Moore        Truetken 
  

 Launder and Steam Cassocks and Acolyte Robes - Kelly 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Cottas – Kelly/Lorfing 

 Launder and Steam & Pastors’ Surplices – Kelly/Lorfing       
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Christ Lutheran Church 
6700 NW 72nd St. 

Platte Woods, MO  64151 
816-741-0483 

 

 
Children must be 4 years old before August 1, 2016 through 6

th
 grade (for Fall 2016 school year) to 

attend.  

Please fill out one registration form for each child attending VBS. REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS 

SUNDAY, JUNE 26,
 
2016.  

Fifth and Sixth graders will go on VBS field trips and conduct offsite classes with Deacon Buchholz 

and other adult volunteers. These field trips will require a separate permission form signed by a parent.  

Child’s Name:         Grade this Fall: _____________ 

Name of Parent/Guardian      ___________________________ 

 

Name of Parent/Guardian    ______________________________________ 

 

Address             

              

Home phone             

E-mail              

Home church:        Member?:     Yes           No    

2016 VBS 

REGISTRATION 

FORM 

JULY 11-14, 2016 

9-11:30 A.M. 

Work Phone  Cell Phone 

Work Phone  Cell Phone 



Child’s Name:         Grade this Fall: _____________ 

Age as of August 1, 2016:       Boy             Girl    

Emergency Contact:             

 

Food Allergies (explain):              

            

Medical concerns or other conditions that may limit activities (explain):      

              

Medications:             

Family Doctor:              

 

Medical insurance:      Medical ID #:     

How did you hear of our VBS?           

Siblings enrolled in VBS (Name/Grade) 

     /   

     /   

     /   

Name of person dropping off/picking up student:        

Relationship to student:           

Please note any special requests about classroom placement to consider as we assign children to 

classrooms (e.g., requests to be in a certain grade outside of one’s age group or with a particular 

friend or sibling). We will do our best to accommodate special requests but cannot guarantee it. 

It helps greatly if you make such requests here ahead of time!  

                

                

          

Please return completed registration forms to the church office by June 26
th

 or sooner.  

Contact Kelly Henry, VBS Director at henry@missouriwestern.edu with questions.  

Phone number 

Phone number 

mailto:henry@missouriwestern.edu


 

 THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW CHRIST  

“GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS”  
                                                             

        April began with a fast trip to California to visit my sister Arlene, for whom I ask your continued 

prayers.  She is in a skilled nursing facility and suffering side effects from the shots given for her 

multiple myeloma.  She and her children need to be uplifted in prayer during this difficult time.  I was 

thrilled to spend a week with her and reminisce, have devotions together and pray.  I am so thankful to 

God for this time with my beloved sister. God’s faithfulness showed again in that she was not only 

alive but could communicate and even laugh at some events we shared together!  

      I arrived back in Kenya the 25
th

 of April just in time to repack for our All Africa Retreat which was 

held in Malindi by the Indian Ocean.  It was the perfect spot for our Bible Studies, seminars, worship, 

and fellowship.  What a blessing to meet the new missionaries to the field.  God is faithful in sending 

more workers to His field.  The team from St.  

Andrew’s in Cape Girardeau, MO had a theme!  Yes, it was GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS! 

Thanks to Pastor John and all for coming this long way to support us with child care, Bible Study, and 

fellowship!  God bless you all.   

     I think this is a good time to let you all know that I will be switching from GEO (2 year) to Career 

Missionary and staying longer.  There is still much work in the library and beyond.  God has given me 

so many students who need help and guidance.  If you have supported me I continue to thank God for 

your faithfulness and would humbly ask that if you are led to continue support to let the LCMS Office 

or Mission Central know!  Their contact information will be at the end of this newsletter.    I will be 

returning in December, January to visit you all and hopefully will bring Rev. Joshua Nyamwaro, a 

graduate of the seminary, with me so you can meet a pastor who has benefitted from the support you all 

so generously give.  I will be emailing my supporters to see when you might like us to visit and share 

God’s work in Kenya. Feel free to email me also: georgia.witt@lcmsintl.org.      I have chattered on 

enough for now.  I will close with the words from that great hymn, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”.  “Great 

is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; There is no shadow of turning with Thee. Thou changest not: Thy 

compassions, they fail not; As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. GREAT IS THY 

FAITFULNESS! MORNNG BY MORNING NEW MERCIES I SEE; ALL I HAVE NEEDED THY 

HAND HATH PROVIDED; GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS, LORD UNTO ME!  

 May our Lord Jesus continue His faithfulness to you all my dear family, friends, and partners in 

mission.  

   

Love in Christ,  

Georgia  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

April    2016   
  

Georgia.Witt@lcmsintl.org   News   from  Georgia Witt   serving the L ord   in  Kenya.   



        

Prayer Requests,  

Praises and 

Thanksgiving  
Thanksgiving for the students here at 

Neema and safe travels home for them.  
  

Pray for God’s continued strength and 
guidance for the professors and students 

at Matongo (Neema) Theological 
College.  

  
Thanksgiving and praise for safe travels 
to see my sister and for Al and Jo Anne 
Sloan who hosted me during that time.  

  
Continued prayers for my sister Arlene.  

  
Thanksgiving for a blessed All Africa 

Retreat in Malindi.  
  

  
Pray for the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Kenya.  
  
Thanksgiving for all of you, my faithful 

supporters and brothers and sisters in  
Christ. Your support makes our 

work here possible and your  prayers 

support us!  
  

Pray for continued support as I transition 
to Career Missionary.  

  

  

  

 
                                    

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

    

     Worship at Christ Lutheran  
Brea, CA….my wonderful  
Sponsors!                                        

                                                                    

    

Worship at All Africa Retreat    

                                                                    
All Africa Missionary Group Photo           
 

 

To support the LCMS through the work of [Georgia Witt], you may send a tax deductible gift to:   

                          The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod                                     Mission Central  
                  P.O. Box 66861                                       OR             40718 Highway E 16                        

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861                                                  Mapleton, Iowa 51034  
        

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Witt- 
Kenya” in the memo line.  Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at 

www.lcms.org/Witt.    
 

Visiting my sister Arlene.  



 

 

Weekday School Concludes 
The 2015-2016 Weekday School year concluded with our annual Movie 

Night for all grades on Wednesday, May 4th.  The kids, and several adults, 

enjoyed watching “Honey, I Blew Up the Kid” this year.  We had about 40 

kids attending, including eight 7th and 8th graders that were our ticket 

takers and food servers.   

I want to take a moment to thank our teachers, who give so much of their 

time and talent.  Without these ladies and gentlemen, our Weekday School would not be able to 

occur.  Our teaching staff remained the same as last year with Rebecca Carnes teaching the 1st 

/2nd grade combined class and Lori Brinkmeyer teaching the 3rd/4th grade combine class.  Our 

5th grade class continues to be taught by Diana Trumble and 6th grade by Janelle Hopkins.  

Deacon Buchholz continues to teach the 7th grade Church History class and Pastor Arnold & 

Pastor Froiland teach the Confirmation class.  Thank you to Lori Baker for assisting 6th grade 

class with attendance and memory work.  And finally, I want to thank several people that 

substituted when I was short a teacher or two:  Zaneta Scott, Kristy Rothert, Shawn Smith and 

Judy Gibson.  I am thankful for this group of people that are willing to sub for the classes!  

They are always glad to step in and fill in for the evening when needed and I am grateful! 

Thank you to Andrea Arnold for teaching the music/choir portion of our Weekday School 

sessions.  The kids always sound so wonderful when they sing in church!  Thanks also to Liz 

Kimball for handling the Weekday School bank account.  She has held this job for several years 

and we are grateful for her service!   

And finally, Rachel Almstedt was our fabulous kitchen director again this year!  Rachel did 

another amazing job this year providing healthy, hot meals for the kiddos every Wednesday.  

We have a lot of great help in the kitchen on a weekly basis, and the meals (and clean up!) would 

not happen if it weren’t for these people:  Jan Sittig, Pat Toillion, Bill and Roberta Musil, Jill 

Vincenti, Margie Oswald, John Winfrey, Carroll Scadden, Daylene Odegaard, and Becki Graham.  

And, we had helpers that were able to pitch in here and there throughout the year, so a thank 

you goes to Janessa Almstedt, Lema Easley, Joe Graham, Carol Houghtlin, Michael Marfield and 

Kaitlyn Smith for answering the call of duty when needed! 

Just saying “thank you” doesn’t seem to be adequate enough for all the help we have in making 

our Weekday School happen.  I am truly grateful and thankful for all of you and your help! 

In Christ, Kelli Smith 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
MEN WILLING TO SERVE AS USHERS NEEDED 

You may not realize the number of ushers required to serve for a year of Sunday 

worship.  But each Sunday there are three ushers per service, a head usher and two 

ushers, which means that 72 ushers slots must be filled for the year.  We have a 

continuing need to replace ushers who move, retire after years of service, etc. 



Our ushers are scheduled to serve for a month and some because of need, serve for two to insure coverage.  So 

we are looking for men willing to serve in this capacity, but also we could use men who are willing to be 

substitute ushers and accept such an assignment on short notice. 

Serving as an usher helps insure that our worship services are God pleasing.  It is an excellent way to provide 

your time and talent and since you are at church any way requires no extra time or attendance at a meeting. 

If you are willing to serve as an usher either for a month or as a substitute please contact the Director of Elders, 

Larry Sperl, either by email at lwssss@sbcglobal.net or by phone at 816-468-1088.  

mailto:lwssss@sbcglobal.net

