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There is NO “I” in “FAMILY”??


Perhaps you have heard the expression, “There is no ‘I’ in ‘TEAM.’”  Have you ever heard it said, ‘There is no ‘I’ in ‘Family.’”?  Of course you haven’t.  The reason, of course, is because there IS an “I” in “Family.”  But that didn’t stop a former basketball coach of mine from using this illustration during a tirade toward his players on how we should be working together.


Coach:  “You have to work together out there!  There is no excuse for the way you are playing!  You have to play as a team to win the game!  There is no ‘I’ in ‘team’ but you are acting like there is.  You can’t be selfish and play to bolster your own statistics!  You have to work as a unit – like a family.  Men, there is no ‘I’ in Team’ and there is NO ‘I’ in ‘Family’ either.”

It was at this point in the coach’s impassioned half time pep-talk where he lost the attention of every single player.  Our minds were all pondering the meaning of his confusing analogy and, at the same time, missing each and every word after it.  We didn’t get it.  We all wanted to say, “But coach, there IS and ‘I’ in ‘Family.’”  Maybe there was a deep philosophical connection we were all supposed to understand.  We were college students so perhaps we were meant use our intellect to figure it out.  But we still didn’t get it.


Later, after the game, (we lost) a brave upperclassman approached the coach and asked him what he meant by the statement, “There is no ‘I’ in ‘Family.’”  With great anticipation we were all waiting to hear what such a deep and perplexing riddle could possibly mean.  The coach responded, “What do you mean ‘what does it mean?’  It means there is no “I” in ‘Family.’”

The upperclassman responded, “But coach, there IS an ‘I’ in ‘Family.’”  

The coach, nearly shouting now, said, “No there isn’t.  F-A-M-L-Y.  That’s how you spell ‘Family.’”

Now, keep in mind, we just lost the game and the coach is not in a good mood.  We tried desperately to contain ourselves and not bust out laughing.  We couldn’t hold it.  Everyone shouted out in laughter and made sure to tell coach he had made a mistake.  I think we were all punished with a lot of running at the next practice.

Why do I mention this story?  Well, because the more I think about what coach said years ago, the more I think he was right.  Of course he wasn’t correct in the way he thought was right – but he was right.  Family is not any one of us individually even though families are made up of individuals.  Family is a group of “I”s who share in a particular commonality.  When God brings His family together He does so under the umbrella of ONE truth.  Christ’s family has this one truth “IN COMMON”.

Coach was right.  There is no “I” in “Family”.  There is no “I” as far as the individuals who make up the family are concerned.  However, there is an “I” at the center of our family.  That “I” happens to be Jesus.  We are all family because we have Jesus as our common “I”.

As the summer months are upon us, don’t forget that “Family” begins with “I”.  If you are visiting family this summer, visit Jesus, the head of our family, too.  Don’t forget that you can “rejoin” your Parish-family on Wednesday nights if you happen to be out of town on the weekend.  There is no “I” in “Family”… except if we are talking about Jesus the Savior and His unending truth. 

In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Arnold

Jesus Only

“And when [the disciples] lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.” (Matthew 17:8)  The late Swedish Lutheran Bishop Bo Giertz gives great perception into the Christ-centered life in his novel The Hammer of God.  Giertz’s second novella in this book is titled “Jesus Only,” and contains a chapter in which a young pastor named Fridfelt preaches on Transfiguration day of the importance of looking to Jesus only for salvation: “It is a blessed thing when the faithful soul in prayer fixes his uplifted eyes of faith on Jesus only; when he does not look about him to lay hold on his own scattered thoughts, nor behind him at Satan who threatens him with the thought that his prayer is in vain, nor within him at his sloth and lack of devotion; but looks up to Jesus, who sits at the right of God and makes intercession for us … Just as a man, when faith awakens, ceases to look at himself and sees nothing but Jesus only, so God also looks not upon the man who believes nor does he see his indwelling corruption and his sins, for they are atoned for by Jesus.” (pg. 172, 174)

“Jesus only” is the Gospel message that comforts terrified consciences, especially on Transfiguration day whose appointed  Gospel reading (Matthew 17:1-9) contains the above-cited text.  Perhaps you recall the story: Jesus took Peter, James, and John upon on a high mountain.  There, the Lord’s clothing shined brightly.  Moses (human author of the Law) and Elijah (figurehead of the prophets) bear witness to Christ being the Son of God.  As the vision ceased, it was Jesus only who stood in the disciple’s midst.  The Lord captivated His disciples’ full attention—and He still does today!

Roman and Episcopal church-year calendars mark the Transfiguration festival celebration on August 6th.  This feast receives only limited observance on the August date, which usually occurs on a weekday.  Lutheran reformers such as Veit Dietrich (a student of Martin Luther) and the Johannes Bugenhagen (Luther’s pastor in Wittenberg) chose the Transfiguration as the theme for sermons during the last Sunday after the Epiphany.  Eventually this became the general Lutheran use.  It makes sense: Jesus is revealed as the Babe of Bethlehem, the Young Lad who increased in wisdom and stature, the Man who walked in common daily life, yet remained God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God—God in man made manifest.  How fitting a climax to celebrate the Lord of Light in shining splendor in the Epiphany season! 

But why all this hullabaloo in June over the Transfiguration festival, a feast that takes place typically in January or February? Well, I’ll tell you why.  This year’s confirmation class gift is a stunning depiction of the Transfiguration.  The bright and shining figure of the Lord Jesus Christ sheds light on the other figures described in the Scriptural account.  Take some time to look at this picture and make its observation a regular part of your devotion during our yearly celebration of the Transfiguration of our Lord in God’s House.  Special thanks to this year’s newly confirmed catechumens at Christ Lutheran!                          

In Christ’s Service,

Pastor Froiland

*****************************************************************************
NEW WEB SITE!

Check out our new website.  The web address is very similar to our old one, but instead of .com it’s .net.  So go to www.christlc.net to see all kinds of new items and an updated site.  There are pictures from Easter, sermons, the calendar, and plenty of information about our Parish.  Special thanks to Lowell and Shawn Smith and Sarah Lyons for all their work getting everything up and running!

Pre-K News

We ended the school year with a Mother’s Day Program, Graduation, and Field Day.  The children did a great job with the programs, and friends and families really enjoyed seeing the little ones on stage.
[image: image3.wmf]Thank you goes to the Pre-K staff:  Carol Houghtlin, Jan Sittig, Kristina Fredde, Jackie Ghavami, Theresa Gow, and Loraine Kloeppel for all of their hard work and dedication.  Thank you, thank you, thank you!!

Thank you to Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, and Deacon Buchholz for leading Devotions every month.  The children really enjoyed their time with you.

Deacon, thank you for coming down to Pre-K every month to read to the children.  The children always look forward to Storytime.

We are currently taking enrollment for the 2010-2011 school year.  Please call Belinda Knopp for more information at 816-741-8031.
*****************************************************************************
Vacation Bible School 2010 - June 14-18

[image: image4.wmf]VBS will be June 14-18, from 9am through 11:45am.  We will be at Planet Zoom discovering the great, exciting things that God does through Jesus, our Savior.

Toddlers who are 4 by June 14th through kids entering grade 4 next year will be right here at church.  Kids entering grades 5 and 6 next school year meet here and then go on interesting field trips with Deacon Buchholz to really bring home the impact of the lessons.    See you at PLANET ZOOM!









Jan Faller   VBS Director 
*****************************************************************************
Change in status?  Do you have any changes that have happened recently or will happen soon of which your church should be aware?  This might include graduation from high school (in which case we need your college address) or from college (in which case we need to remove you from our college list). Maybe your child will be starting kindergarten in the fall.  Have you stopped using your home phone and just use your cell phone now?  Do you notice that your birthday/baptismal birthday/anniversary isn’t included on any lists?  That probably means the church doesn’t have this information.  If you notice any error or omissions, or if you have had any changes that we should be aware of, please contact the church office so we can make corrections/additions.  We really want to have all our information correct – please help us with in that regard.  Thank you! 
June-July Acolytes




8:00am



10:45am
June



Blake Faller



Andy Keck





Trevor Crystal


Nathan Cox

July



Robby Henrichs


Tommy Knopp





Austin Hall



Johnathon Knopp
Dress and behavior

· Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair.

· Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and participate in the liturgy.

· You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later than 15 minutes before the service.

· Please do not talk during worship!!
Jacob Arnold
10:45am


Andy Basch
8am


Kyle Basch
8am

Joshua Buchholz
8am


Mark Buchholz
8am


Nathan Cox
10:45am

Trevor Crystal
8am

Blake Faller
8am


Justin Ferguson
10:45am

Otto Gaiser
8am

Austin Hall
8am

Robby Henrichs
8am


Nicholas June
10:45am


Andy Keck
10:45am

Johnathon Knopp
10:45am

Thomas Knopp
10:45am


Michael Kuhn
8am


Michael O’Keefe
10:45am

Nicholas Shepherd
sub only

Jordan Trager
8am


*****************************************************************************
Elders’ Retreat April 23 – 25, 2010.

The Elders went on retreat in April from Friday, the 23rd to the Sunday, the 25th.  

The retreat was held at the St. Paul Institute For Education (SPIFE) in Concordia, MO.

All expenses were paid for by the elders.

The agenda started Friday evening with two sessions, continuing on Saturday with two sessions in the morning, afternoon and evening.  A final session was held on Sunday morning before we went to church.  

Our guest speaker was Kent J. Burreson, M.A., S.T.M., Ph.D.  He presently is an Assistant professor of Systematic Theology, and Assistant Dean of the Chapel at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO.  He is also a graduate of the doctoral program in liturgical studies at the University of Notre Dame.

In our first two sessions on Friday night, Dr. Burreson covered the ‘History of Worship’.  We were presented with an outline of how worship developed from the first century to the present time.  This was a terrific program.  Everyone was pleased.

Saturday morning he continued with two sessions covering ‘Current Trends in Worship’.  

There was a wealth of information about how people tend to worship at the present time and was, again, very informative.  

Saturday afternoon and evening we were on our own and covered agenda items ‘Identifying the Congregation’s Culture’  ‘Leading the Royal Priesthood: Mobilizing the Laity’ and ‘Leading the Mission: Into to Strategic Planning’.  

Sunday morning was spent on discussion and evaluation.   

We attended St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Concordia as a group and participated in the Divine Service with Holy Communion.  

Lutheran Open House Week

September 12-16, 2010

Lutheran Open House Week: What an opportunity to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with others! Consider asking one or a few of your friends who do not have a church home to gather and worship with us.  Pray for them that they might know the gift of everlasting life found only in Christ.  “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.  Of His Own will He brought us forth by the Word of Truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.” (James 1:17-18)  Every gift comes from the Lord.  The “good … and perfect gift” is the “Word of Truth,” which, like the Father has “no variation or shadow due to change,” but changes the hearts of all people.  Take advantage of Lutheran Open House Week.  Invite others to hear the Word of Truth in the Lord’s House.  

Do you know a friend, relative, job acquaintance, or neighbor who does not have a Church home? Who could you invite to Lutheran Open House Week this September? Start thinking of someone(s) you can ask to Lutheran Open House Week.  It could make all the difference!  
Synodical Issues NKC Forums
Holy Cross Lutheran Church hosts the last forum in a series on issues that are facing our LC-MS.  The last forum will be held from 10 A.M. to noon on June 19th.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Bolland or Pastor Stirdivant at Holy Cross Parish for more information and details.  The last issue is:  "Church Fellowship" and will be led by Rev. Kim Scharff, Trinity, Norborne, MO.
Weekday School 2009-2010 Year is Complete!

The 2009-2010 Weekday School year ended on Wednesday, May 5th, with a movie night.  We had excellent attendance that night, with about 65 kids, teachers, and a few parents attending.  Thanks to some of the 7th grade girls that helped to serve the concessions that night - Emma Gaiser, Shannon Thomas, and Morgan Smith – and also to the “regular crew” of mom’s that helped serve and clean up.

I especially want to thank the teachers that taught our children this year and did a marvelous job:  Belinda Knopp & Candace Ramos – 1st grade, Julie Ketelsen – 2nd grade, Diana Trumble – 3rd grade, Pat Mitchell – 4th grade, Katie Bayless – 5th grade, Janelle Hopkins – 6th grade, Deacon Buchholz – 7th grade, and Pastor Arnold and Pastor Froiland – Confirmation Class.  A special thank you goes to Neva Howard, who helped with the memory work in our huge 6th grade class.  I also had an amazing group of substitutes I could call on this year as needed.  Thanks to these ladies for helping out:  Jan Faller, Denice Lackey, Paula Emery, Janice Pena, and Mary Jane Foutch.  

I also want to thank our new Kitchen Director, Cindy Smith, for doing a wonderful job in the kitchen by planning and organizing the food side of things so that the kids and teachers could have a good, warm meal every Wednesday.  Cindy introduced some new menu items this year that I believe were a rousing success!  And I would be remiss if I didn’t thank all the people who helped in the kitchen every week:  Bill and Roberta Musil, Mary Frerking, Lori Brinkmeyer, Michelle Herring, Margie Oswald, Sue Daley, Pat Toillion, Jan Sittig and Lib Zemke.  Without all this help, it would have been impossible to make and serve the meals, as well as clean up everything afterwards.

I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone, and if I have, you have my sincerest apologies!  But really, thank you so much to all of you who helped in any way with Weekday School this year.  It would not be possible without all of you!  Right now, the 2010-2011 Weekday School year will kick off on Wednesday, August 25th.  We plan to have an orientation meeting the Sunday evening before.  We will communicate more details as the summer progresses.  If anyone is interested in helping out in any capacity next year, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  The more the merrier!  

In Christ,

Kelli Smith
****************************************************************************
OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!)
Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) is going strong.  On May 18th we went to First Watch and had 26 people at lunch.  We’d love to have you join us for our next lunch!  We won’t meet in June, but on July 20th we will be going to Olive Garden. Contact Joyce White for more information.

OASIS will be attending the T-Bones games on June 6.  Tickets are selling for $8.00 each, and seats are located in Section 103 (which is behind the home plate).  The game starts at 5:05, and we will be leaving church at 4:00 for anyone that wants a ride or to carpool.

Sign-up sheet will be in the OASIS mail box.  Contact Don Musil for more information.
Fun Time Travelers of Holy Cross would like to invite “fun loving seniors” from our fellow Lutheran churches to join us on a day trip on June 17th.  We well board an Arrow bus at our church parking lot at 8:00 am for a trip to Fort Scott and Walnut Kansas for some sightseeing and an afternoon lunch and entertainment at the ‘Chicken-n-Pickin’ ranch.  Cost is $50.00 complete.  Please call Jim & Bonnie Thomsen @ 746-8927 or Al & Naomi Halstenberg @ 468-5507.  We look forward to hearing from you.
Hillcrest 

[image: image5.png]


Hillcrest Transitional Housing's mission is to be a transitional housing program providing a Christian environment that helps homeless families become self-supportive, self reliant and contributes to society. The program is designed for 90 days assistance. In exchange for rent/utility-free housing, residents are required by written agreement to work full time, obey program guidelines. Hillcrest has a 95% success rate. We will be taking food donations. They will go to the food pantry that is located on site. Please feel free to contact Mark Sperl (816-587-2490) if any questions on how you can help the program. 

There are many different areas that need assistance. 
Thank you.
[image: image6.png]


We get letters

Many, many thanks for all your prayers, cards, and kindness during my recent heart surgery.  Remember each day is a gift from God.  
God’s love and grace, Becky Belt

Dear Pastors Arnold and Froiland and Saints of Christ Lutheran Church,


You are special saints.  Your faithful and generous support makes the difference for many of our students.  What a blessing!

I sincerely thank you.  May the peace of our Risen Lord fill your homes and lives.  




Yours, Dean Wenthe, President of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN

An Invitation:  Dear Friends of St. Stephen,


You are cordially invited to the 50th Anniversary celebration of the founding of St. Stephen Lutheran Church on June 13, 2010 at Heritage Hall (117 West Kansas Street, Liberty, MO  64068).


Our day of festivities begin with fellowship at 9:00am, followed by a special service at 10:00am with Missouri District President Ray Mirly as our distinctive guest speaker.  A luncheon and special program will be held after the Service.


This is an important day for us at St. Stephen and it would be an honor if you would share this blessing with us.  Please extend this invitation to anyone you know with past or present connections to St. Stephen who may wish to join us in our celebration.  You may also contact the church office with their information for a personal mailing.

We kindly request that you RSVP for all persons attending by phone (816)781-3377 or email sslc@sbcglobal.net no later than June 3rd, 2010.  If scheduling does not permit you to join us, we encourage you to write about your positive experiences with St. Stephen or email them to the church for us to share at our celebration.


We look forward to sharing and rejoicing in 50 years of Christ’s blessing with you.



Yours in Christ, St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Anniversary Committee


Special thanks to all the ladies of Christ Parish who attended the shower for Baby Froiland last month.  We really appreciate all who planned and attended this event- your generosity will never be forgotten!  Sara Froiland 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Remembering our Pledges of Treasure

Dear Fellow Redeemed,

Much has been said about our stewardship for the Kingdom regarding our time and our talents.  Your time and talent is coveted by our Lord as we continue the work of His glorious Church together.  Also coveted/needed by our Lord and His Church are your treasurers.  Is this a blind plea for money?  No.  This is a reminder.  Last October many of you pledged support to our/your/HIS congregation at our annual Stewardship Sunday.  A goodly number of pledges came forward and were placed in baskets at the front of the sanctuary.  We had pledges equaling the $606,858 budget we passed at the Annual Voters Meeting on the last Sunday of October.  We passed a balanced budget.  HOWEVER, currently we are behind our projected budget giving for the year by $9,019.46 (through April).  Last year at this time we were behind $6,391 of the total budget (through April).  I don’t mention this because I’m alarmed or worried about our money situation.  I mention this because last October, we as a congregation pledged our support of time, talent AND TREASURE for 2010.  Each year we formulate a budget and pass a balanced budget based on congregational pledges.  We depend on those pledges to meet our budget at the end of the year.  We have some ground to make up.  I’m sure by God’s help we will.

On the desk in the narthex are your first-quarter giving reports.  How are you doing as compared to the pledge you made last October?  We have included your pledge on this giving report so you can see where you stand.  Please keep in mind the Lord’s work at your Church for the sake of the spread of the Gospel.  Please keep in mind your stewardship of TIME, TALENT and TREASURE.  It’s no secret that Christ Lutheran has some very talented and benevolent members.  Keep your Lord’s work at the forefront of your mind – especially as we move into the summer months when offerings and attendance tends to drop off.  May God richly bless you and keep you always.

Pastor Arnold 
[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.emf]Orchids and Onions

Orchids and congratulations to David Baker who recently became a new home owner.  We are looking forward to the congregational-wide open house.  Ha.


Orchids to everyone who contributed to the beautification of our Sanctuary with geraniums for Pentecost:
Chastain, Almstedt, Gaiser, P. Morgan, Shepherd, Stark, Cozad, Moore, Lackey, Stavenau, Duff, and Lyons.

Orchids to our lawn crew who has been busy mowing and trimming.  Special thanks to Ray House for getting the mowers ready for use this spring.


Orchids to Kara Johnson, who has earned her Master’s Degree from Concordia University, Irvine, CA.


Orchids to former member Jim Ralls who has fulfilled his term in office as the chairman for the Board of Regents for Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, MO.  Jim was also the main Commencement speaker for the seminary’s graduation exercises at the end of May.  Congratulations, Jim.  We are proud of you.  Well done good and faithful servant.


Orchids to Carolyn Enyeart for her years of service as our organist and choir accompanist.  Carolyn’s last Sunday playing organ was on May 30th.  Thank you for your dedication and hard work throughout the years!

 
Orchids to Rachel Almstedt who continues to take it upon herself to make sure the front of the church has nice “trimmed” bushes.  I think she had little helpers by the name of Janessa and Julia as well.


Orchids to our Weekday School kids who had perfect (100%) attendance – Kaitlyn Smith, 3rd grade; Genesis Herring, 6th grade; and Emma Gaiser, 7th grade.  The following had 95% attendance (2 absences or less):  Natalie Brinkmeyer, Tarryn Fredde, and Greta Jones, 1st grade; Kyler Brewer, Daniel Brinkmeyer, and Joshua Keller, 2nd grade; Benjamin Arnold, Emma Dammann, Amy Eberth, Edna Oswald, 3rd grade; Trinity Brewer, Joey Ferguson, 4th grade; Olivia Daley, Michael Marfield, Rachel Pfleiderer, 6th grade; Morgan Smith, Shannon Thomas, 7th grade; and Justin Ferguson and Sarah Nelson of our confirmation class.

Orchids to The Honorable Daniel Czamanske who retired from his duties as an Associate Circuit Court Judge at the end of May.  Congratulations and blessed retirement.


Orchids to those who supported our Weekday School by bringing food for the kids.


Onions to those who have yet to pick up your pans or dishes.  They are making a rather large pile in the kitchen.
Notes and Such:
Weeds!!!!
Those nasty weeds are so persistent!  They just keep growing.  Could you take a little time and come to the church to help pull them?  Even if you come only one time, that would help.  If we spread the work around, it isn’t so hard or time consuming for anyone.  Thanks for considering   caring for our property in this way.

Pay your taxes for just pennies on the dollar! Lutheran Family and Children’s Services has MO tax credits. They are easy to use and can reduce your income tax by 75% or more! When you make a gift through our tax credit program, you will receive both federal and state deductions on the entire gift amount in addition to your tax credit. For more information, or to reserve your tax credits, contact Sheri Hines, Mid-Missouri Development Officer at 573-815-9955 or Sherih@lfcs.org. Our tax credits will expire on June 30th, so please reserve yours today!
Stewardship Short

“Why give? What is the right reason and motive?”

“If I were hungry, I would not tell thee for the world is mine, and the fullness thereof.” (Ps. 50:12).  God as He is in Himself, of course, has no needs, much less does He need anything here on His created earth.  But God has made the needs of men—and especially of His children—His own needs, and desires that we should serve Him by serving them.  WHAT SWEET AND THRILLING PRIVILEGES AND WHAT MIGHTY RESPONSIBILITIES LIE HIDDEN IN THAT MYSTERIOUS SENTENCE: “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these by brothers, you did it to me.” (Matt. 25:40) What opportunities do you have to serve God through your neighbor?

Northland Lutheran School Association
Martin Luther Academy  734-1060
Dear Members of the Northland Lutheran School Association,
[image: image9.wmf]I am writing this while school is still in session, but by the time you read it, summer break will have begun. Ahhhhh, June! This is the time for students and teachers to breathe a sigh and perhaps a time for parents to wish that summer was over. Even though classrooms are cleaned and quiet, even though the halls do not resound with reminders of “walk in the halls, please,” there is still much to be done. Many preparations and mailings, orders and planning take place during the slower pace of June. For me, it’s a great time to clean out the items I have accumulated in the office to prepare for Mr. Schneider’s arrival.

May was a very strange month; I can’t tell you how much I appreciate everything that Mary Engebretson has done for me this year to keep me on track to get everything done and to know where everything is. I praise God that she is recovering after her accident and thank you for your prayers on her behalf. What a wonderful blessing Kit Jones has been to step in and help take care of the office administrative (and nursing () duties through the end of the school year!

Our Eagles’ Nest Gymnasium Fund continues as we look forward to the renovations on our 7112 N. Overland Drive property and the wonderful opportunity for ministry we will have there. At present, we have pledges of approximately $220,000 toward a goal of $300,000 to complete the gym shell and a goal of $400,000 to finishing the interior. Can you help us? We will notify you as soon as we can regarding requests for crews of people to assist in demolition and finishing projects. God has blessed us in so many ways! I thank God for your continued prayers, help, and support for Martin Luther Academy.
Our enrollment for 2010-11 currently stands at 90 students and counting. We continue to pray that God would lead new students and families to join us so that we may reach out ever farther into our community to share the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and partner with families to nurture students spiritually, emotionally, and academically as well as to provide a quality education in a Christian environment.

May God bless all of you throughout your summer!

Kathleen Blouch, Interim Principal, kathleen.blouch@martinlutheracademy.org
MLA is looking for help in mowing our new property at 7112 N. Overland Drive. We have a wonderful group from King of Kings who has graciously volunteered to mow once a month. Is it possible that you would also consider getting a group of individuals together to volunteer as a mowing crew? If you can help, please contact Daryl Rinne at 816-628-6040 (home) or 816-695-1282 (cell). Thank you so much for your help!
Martin Luther Academy is still enrolling students for the 2010/2011 school year.

The MLA office will be open M, T, W, TH during the summer months of June and July.  Office hours will be 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The school phone number is 734-1060.

Martin Luther Academy admits students of any race, color, nationality, and ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school.  Martin Luther Academy does not discriminate in the administration of its education policies, admission policies, scholarship and loan programs, athletics, and other school administered programs.
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Call up the babysitter and ice down the cooler! It’s time once again for everyone’s favorite CLC summer tradition, the annual Steak and Swim Party! 

For those who have attended in the past, you know how fun this yearly party is. For those who are new to the church or just haven’t been able to make it in the past, we hope you’ll join us for a fantastic evening of delicious BBQ steaks, baked potatoes with all the fixin’s, side dishes and desserts galore, fun yard games, great party tunes, a refreshing pool, and some of the most fun people you’ll ever meet. 

Whether you’re looking to enjoy a beautiful summer evening in the shade, throw horse shoes ‘til your arms fall off, or relax in the water ‘til you’re one giant prune, there’s something for everybody at the 2010 Steak and Swim party. So mark your calendars for June 26th, grab your sunglasses and come on over. Hope to see you there!

When: June 26th at 4 p.m.

Where: Jeff and Jan Faller’s house

Why: In addition to everything mentioned above, it’s just a great time!

Who: Adult members of the congregation

How: RSVP to Matt Lyons at matt.e.lyons@gmail.com, call or text Matt at (816) 304-7023, or sign-up on the sheet in Narthex.

Cost: The Fellowship Committee asks for a $10 donation per partier

What to bring: A side dish, appetizer or dessert, lawn chairs, your favorite summertime beverages, and any games you’d like to play (horse shoes, washers, etc.)

What not to bring: Rain or tornadoes (thanks in advance)

Email Sign-up Sheet

We would like to compile a list of email addresses of our congregation members for the purpose of sending out church announcements as well as electronic versions of the Shepherd Staff.  Your email address will be for internal use only and will not be shared with anyone outside the church. You will only receive emails, limited to pertinent information, directly from the church.  If you would like to be included in this email distribution list, please provide your information below and drop this slip in the last pew (next to the bulletins) on your way out the next time you are in church.   We have included multiple lines below for you to submit email addresses for all members of your family that you'd like to receive these emails.  Thanks!  Fellowship Committee
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If you don’t want to cut up your newsletter, there will be forms that can be filled out available at church.








A few “Holy Humor” jokes…
GOOD SAMARITAN 
A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan.  She asked the class, "If you saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?"  A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, "I think I'd throw up."
BEDTIME PRAYERS

When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime prayers, she would bless every family member, every friend, and every animal (current and past).  For several weeks, after we had finished the nightly prayer, Kelli would say, "And all girls."  This soon became part of her nightly routine, to include this closing.  My curiosity got the best of me and I asked her, "Kelli, why do you always add the part about all girls?"  Her response, "Because everybody always finishes their prayers by saying 'All Men'!"
The following is an explanation of The Luther Rose, taken from the LC-MS website.  While we can’t show the colors of the seal in the newsletter, Luther’s letter explains how it looks and what it means.  
The Luther Rose, also known as the Luther Seal, is easily the most recognized symbol for Lutheranism, and for good reason. Martin Luther personally oversaw the creation of this symbol. It provides a beautiful summary of his faith, a faith that is common to all Christians, of every place and every time. Here is how Luther explained the meaning of his seal:

[image: image10.wmf]"Grace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to know whether my painted seal, which you sent to me, has hit the mark, I shall answer most amiably and tell you my original thoughts and reason about why my seal is a symbol of my theology. The first should be a black cross in a heart, which retains its natural color, so that I myself would be reminded that faith in the Crucified saves us. 'For one who believes from the heart will be justified' (Rom. 10:10). Although it is indeed a black cross, which mortifies and which should also cause pain, it leaves the heart in its natural color. It does not corrupt nature, that is, it does not kill but keeps alive. 'The just shall live by faith' (Rom. 1:17) but by faith in the crucified. Such a heart should stand in the middle of a white rose, to show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace. In other words, it places the believer into a white, joyous rose, for this faith does not give peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27). That is why the rose should be white and not red, for white is the color of the spirits and the angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). Such a rose should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that such joy in spirit and faith is a beginning of the heavenly future joy, which begins already, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. And around this field is a golden ring, symbolizing that such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever and has no end. Such blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy and goods, just as gold is the most valuable, most precious and best metal. This is my compendium theoligae [summary of theology]. I have wanted to show it to you in good friendship, hoping for your appreciation. May Christ, our beloved Lord, be with your spirit until the life hereafter.   Amen." 

The following is a letter from our fellow members of Christ Lutheran Parish, the Palmer family.  Stan has completed his first year of study at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN.  Enjoy the update!

Greetings again brothers and sisters at Christ Lutheran!

Another quarter at the seminary has gone by, and it's hard to believe we've been away from Kansas City for almost a year now.

Classes for were very challenging, with considerably more time spent working on papers, rather than exams, which was an interesting change of pace.

But nevertheless it was a very fruitful time, and I am enjoying the formation process for pastoral training very much.

I assisted with the brief 4:00 PM chapel services each Wednesday this past quarter, which is a great learning opportunity.  Seminarians are also rotated to be liturgist at the main chapel service periodically, and my first time came in early May. You would think that with all of the practice I've had so far, that it would be fairly easy.  But having colleagues and all those professors watching, I was actually quite nervous... but thankfully all went well.

Pending my successful completion of Homiletics, I will officially be allowed to give an occasional sermon at my field congregation. My supervising pastor has slated me to give my first sermon sometime in mid to late July.  


Dana and the children are all doing well.  The "Palmer Home School" classes should be wrapping up sometime in June.  Throughout the school year, Elise, John, and Lindsay had the opportunity to sing in the Home School Children's Choir at the seminary, taught by the Associate Kantor.  Elise also started taking organ lessons from him.  John and Lindsay are continuing in their piano lessons.  It has been a good year with many new experiences and friends, although it is hard to say good-bye to families as they move away.  Such is seminary life!

Lord willing, we will be in Kansas City in early August, and we look forward to seeing you all.  Thanks so much for your ongoing prayer and financial support. God's richest blessings to each of you!

In His Service,  Stan and Dana Palmer  Elise, John, Lindsay, and Bethany

******************************************************************************************
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Book of the Month – June


The Lord Will Answer








Grow each day through this timeless collection of heartfelt requests and the Lord’s faithful answers presented in one-page, easy-to-use devotions. The Lord Will Answer: A Daily Prayer Catechism includes: 


Questions about faith, life, and eternal life 


Answers drawn from God’s Holy Word 


Prayers of the Bible  


Prayers and meditations from great Christian teachers 


The devotions are arranged by the seasons of the Christian calendar and Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, classic models of devotion. The prayers and topics are carefully indexed so that you can find just the right words for your prayers and the answers you need.   Price: $19.99 from CPH.  Pastor Arnold has copy for your review.














