
  

Christian Freedom and the 4th of July 
 

 I’ve been thinking a lot about freedom lately. Since my youngest son shipped off to boot 

camp and became a recruit in the United States Marine Corps I can’t help but call to mind what a 

tremendous sacrifice the men and women of our armed forces has made to help bring the safety and 

security of freedom to the shores of America. My dad was a veteran of the U.S Army and served in 

Germany during the tale-end of the Korean War. But, honestly, the cost of freedom has never hit 

home for me as much as it did on May 17th when we hugged our son Benjamin and sent him off into 

the care and service of good ole Uncle Sam. 

 This month we celebrate Independence Day. Perhaps there is no better time to remember the 

gift of freedom we enjoy in this country. Men and women fought for it. Some have the “full-time” 

duty to do so. But we as Christians have a vocational duty as well. And, the freedom afforded to us 

by this country allows us to exercise that freedom, to worship our crucified and resurrected Lord, 

and to share the good news of the kingdom to come (heaven) within the communities of the 

kingdom (the world) we live in now. 

 Our vocation as Christians calls us to be simultaneously members of the communities of this 

fallen world and citizens of the Kingdom of God. The Christian life that lives under the shadow of 

the cross and vocation involves a duality – a holy tension that finds the Christian living in two 

kingdoms at the same time. We can say that Christian citizenship involves an extraordinary life 

within the ordinary life. Christians are extraordinary members of the heavenly kingdom which 

garners its association from Christ alone as well as members of the ordinary creation with its 

communities and structures of the earthly kingdom. 

 Martin Luther’s work of connecting the extraordinary theology of the cross into the ordinary 

work of Christian vocation is realized in Christ’s call of freedom. In other words, the theology of the 

cross, where the righteousness of God is foundational, imparts a polarity of freedoms for the sake of 

the Christian. Luther insists in The Freedom of the Christian that there is a freedom from and a 

freedom to for the children of God in the Gospel. For Luther this meant that Christian obedience to 

the law was replaced with Christian obedience to faith. 

 Faith, in light of the theology of the cross, grants the Christian a freedom from an 

introspective love that focuses on the self and not others. In contrast, the cross gives the believer the 

freedom to love outside of the self and to accomplish God’s work as divinely called implements for 

service. Christ, through His fulfillment, calls for a reordering of love from the self toward others. 

From the cross to the life of the Christian, justification through God’s reordering of love is 

expressed in faith’s activity of love. 

 The selfless sacrifice of others to serve our country has me thinking a lot about the cost of 

freedom lately. And, as a result, what a privilege we have to worship the One True God and to serve 

others through Christian love. Our Christian vocations flourish under the umbrella of freedom. A 

free country affords us the opportunity to share God’s hope and salvation. It allows us to serve our 

neighbor the way Christ would have us to serve. 

A blessed Independence Day to all. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold  
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 His Witnesses 
 

 From the early of days of the Church, Christians have witnessed the work of Jesus Christ in 
redemption.  In the earliest days, eye witnesses saw firsthand Christ saving the world through His 
teaching, preaching, healing, and most chiefly in His suffering and dying and rising again.  As time 
when went on, Christians still witnessed and told of the ways that Christ continued to work their lives 
through the means in which He was present with them, as we still do today.  This word “witness” 
comes from the Greek word from which we have the word “martyr.”  When the church was 
persecuted in the first century, individuals who confessed to be Christians were simply executed.  They 
were called “martyrs,” that is, “witnesses.”  By their witness the Holy Spirit gave great growth to the 
church so much so that in the third century, there were so many Christians that to kill them would 
have decimated the population.  Since the Roman government could not afford to lose this many 
people, the Christians were tortured until they denied Christ by saying, “Caesar is Lord” instead of 
“Christ is Lord.”  If a Christian sustained this persecution without denying Christ he was called a 
“confessor.”   
 The deaths of martyrs and confessors were celebrated by Christians as these heroes “heavenly 
birthdays.”  Yearly remembrances of significant men and women who died for believing in Christ gave 
inspiration, hope, and courage to the faithful in every generation.  In the month of July we too can take 
encouragement in remembering our forbearers of the faith who witnessed to the Christ’s salvation in 
their lives.  July 2nd is historically celebrated as holy Mary’s visitation to her relative Elizabeth.  
Elizabeth and her son John the Baptist (while in the womb) gave glory to God at their Lord’s presence 
in Mary’s womb.  She too magnified her Lord (Lk. 1:46-55).  Mary Magdalene (July 22nd) was the first 
witness of our Lord’s resurrection and shared this good news with the disciples.  The only account of 
martyrdom of one of the twelve apostles in the Scriptures comes in Acts 12.  King Herod laid violent 
hands on those who belonged the church in Jerusalem and St. James the Greater (July 25th) was killed 
by the sword. 
 Early Christians carried on this heritage.  They would rather give up their lives than give up 
their faith in Christ.  What did this look like? Verified Roman court records recount one such instance.  
Justin Martyr (JM), a 2nd century Christian teacher and philosopher in Rome, was on trial with his 
companions for their belief before a Roman prefect named Rusticus (R). 
 
R: “To come to the point then, are you a Christian?”            
JM: “Yes, I am a Christian.” 
R: “Who taught you?” 
JM: “I received from my parents this good confession.” 
R: “Do you think that you will ascend to heaven to receive certain rewards?” 
JM: “I do not think, I know and am fully persuaded.” 
R: “Let us come to the pressing matter in hand.  Agree together and sacrifice with one accord to the 
gods … If you do not obey, you shall be punished without mercy.” 
JM: “Do what you will.  For we are Christians and offer no sacrifice to idols.” 
R: “Let those who will not sacrifice to the gods and yield to the command of the Emperor be scourged 
and led away to be beheaded in accordance with the laws.” 
 
 After the trial, these martyrs went out glorifying God until they came to the customary place 
where criminals were beheaded.  It is recounted that some of the faithful took their bodies secretly to 
give them a proper burial.  God grant that we also bear witness to our goodly heritage of faith in Christ 
Jesus, no matter the cost!     
                 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

 
“FORGIVEN” 

July 23-31 
PLEASE KEEP OUR 20 YOUTH   

& ADULTS IN YOUR PRAYERS! 
 

This group of 20 will be attending a Higher Things Youth 
Conference at Concordia University in Austin, TX.  
Besides attending 4 plenary sessions and 6 topical 
breakout sessions, fellowship and fun activities will 
abound.  Approximately 250 youth and adults are 
registered for this particular site. 
 

In past years our Christ Lutheran Youth have attended 
Higher Things Conferences at St. Louis University 
(2005); Trinity University-San Antonio (2009); Wake 
Forest University-Winston-Salem, NC (2012); Calvin 
College-Grand Rapids, MI (2015); and Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale. IL. 
 

All 20 members of this group wish to express their 
thanks to the members of the Christ Lutheran parish for 
their wonderful support, making it possible for this 
experience to happen!  
   

Kendyll Fredde           Kaelyn Rothert 
Edna Oswald                 Yasmin Scott 
Mason Rogers                   Alex Smith 
Avery Rothert            Addison Stubbs 
Elise Rothert                  Katin Stubbs 

Sarah Vincenti 
 

Greg Nowlin          Derek Rothert         Shawn Smith 
Margie Oswald      Kristy Rothert            Jill Vincenti 
Lisa Rogers          Jennifer Sager     Dave Buchholz 

 

 
 
 
 

SENIOR ‘21 
  

RECOGNITION  
AND  

SEND-OFF DAY 
 

August 1  
 
 

BETWEEN SERVICES – EPHPHATHA ROOM 
 

 
 

SR-LYF  /  JR-LYF 
    Grades 9-12                                 Grades 6-8 
Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                Grades 1-5 

ALL-YOUTH POOL PARTY 
Fri., Aug. 13   5:30-8 PM 

 

All youth are invited to swim and play together on 
Saturday, August 18, any time after 5:30 PM, at the 
Tiffany Springs Aquatic Center.   
 

Our “party” is being held during a regular session…it is 
NOT a private party, but an open swim time.  Feel free 
to bring a friend or two!   
     
Deacon will meet you at the front gate to get you 

admitted after 5:30 PM! 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


  

 

 
 
 

7/1 Patricia Richardson 

 Grace Jones 

 Noah Peterson 

 Landon Peterson 

 Alex Rodriguez 

7/2 Tom Knopp 

 Evan Oathout 

 Natalie Brinkmeyer 

 Magdalene Masoner 

7/3 Karla Fera 

7/4 Bobbi Beisel 

 Erin O’Keefe 

 Michel O’Keefe 

7/5 Renee Koren 

 Ava Smith 

7/6 Megan Monroe 

 Drew DeLay 

7/7 Justin Greenhagen 

7/8 Donna Dye 

 Rylee Hites 

7/9 Sandra Miller 

 Matthew Knopp 

7/10 Roberta Musil 

7/11 Jeffrey Basch 

7/12 Bruce Gehrke 

 

7/13 Carrie Fuller 

 Deborah Brewer 

 Heidi Cook 

7/15 JoAnn Bringer 

7/16 Ed Beisel 

7/17 Cherri June 

 Chuck Eberth 

 Casey Johnson 

 Kristen Williamson 

 Juliana Cooperwood 

7/18 Cecily Boyd 

 Angela France 

 Justin Ferguson 

7/19 Hal Sinclair 

 Darcy Monroe 

 Melissa Smith 

 Chadron Cummins 

7/20 Eric Buse 

 Rachel Siegel 

 Morgan Smith 

7/21 Eloy Robles 

 Duane Leimkuehler 

 Linda Schelp 

 Eric Mahnken 

 Jared Schelp 

 Minnie Hester 

7/22 Ann Marie Stark 

 Charley Buckner 

7/23 Steven Thaemert 

 Robert Jobe 

 Luke Waller 

7/24 Diane Mac Pherson 

7/25 Carolyn Hogan 

 Amy Boynton 

 Dan Jones 

 Robert Baker 

7/26  Peter Olson 

 Charlotte Graf 

7/27 Janice Medlin 

 Trinity Brewer 

 Nikolai Selivaniuk 

 Alexandra Buse 

7/28 Denny Dye 

 Russell Hollander 

 Mia Cremer 

 Colton Smith 

7/29 Erin Carr 

 Paul Bentz 

7/31 Michael Sperl 

 

 

 

 

******************************************** 

IN MEMORIAM 
La Verne Lutte – February 2, 1933 - May 13, 2021 

Verda Lutte – July 27, 1935 - May 21, 2021 
 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 
 

 
 

 



July Acolytes 

  8:00am     10:45am  
 

July   Elders      Elders 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship. 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Connor Henry sub 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Luke Waller  10:45am 741-5087

 

 
To all Ladies of Christ Lutheran 

Church. It is time (way past time) 

for us to have a Women's 

Retreat. Plans are being made to 

have the retreat this fall. Please 

take the survey below, or look for 

one via email or find a paper one 

by the Ephphatha Room to help 

decide what weekend and where to have it. The theme for this retreat is "Be Still and 

Know". Looking forward to unpacking with you the promises found in Psalm 46 that are 

fulfilled in Christ. 

If you have any questions please see Andrea Arnold, Jan Turner or Kelly Henrichs 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SVP5GPH 

 
 

Discipleship Data 
 

Accessions Baptized: 

August Ryan Hester, son of Jason and Katie Hester, baptized May 9, 2021 
 

Accessions Communicant: 

Sara Schelp, adult confirmation, May 19, 2021 

Ana Carolina Carvalho, adult confirmation, May 19, 2021 

Shirley Small, transfer from St. Matthew, Lee’s Summit, MO 

Kendyll Fredde, Molly Henry, Elise Rothert, Kaelyn Rothert, youth confirmation, May 23   
 

Deletions: 

LaVerne Lutte – transfer to the Church Triumphant, May 13, 2021 

Verda Lutte – transfer to the Church Triumphant, May 21, 2021 
 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SVP5GPH


Greetings from Christ Lutheran Preschool! 
 

This month we have officially 

been back in school for a year!  

Even though it was a year of 

wearing masks, changing 

classroom routines, and adjusting to all the changes around us, we made 

it!   

Our second session of summer school is from July 12 – August 6, 2021.  

We have 52 children enrolled in our second session and are so excited 

to see all of them.  Some of the children will be returning to us after 

spending the month of June attending kindergarten summer school with 

in the school district.  We look forward to hearing all about the fun 

they had at kindergarten summer school. 

Thank you for your continued prayers for all of us at Christ Lutheran 

Pre-K.   

Blessings, Mrs. Kristina Fredde 
 

********************************************************************** 
 

MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY 
 

 
From: John and Nancy Maas 
Wow, what a wonderful sendoff at the Maas’s retirement celebration! We were so moved by the 
outpouring of love and sharing. It was great seeing family, friends, current staff and students, and 
former staff and students. Everyone had something kind and supportive to share about how God was 
able to use us during our years of teaching. It was humbling to hear all of these thoughtful words. 
Thank you for sharing. It took us several days to read and talk about all of the cards and gifts that we 
received. We are going to make a collage of all the cards and enjoy many dinners and adventures 
courtesy of our generous friends, thank you.  
As we retire and reposition from teaching, all of the support and love that we have been shown is 
making this transition easier for us. We have taught for all of our adult lives and not being in the 
classroom next year will be a huge change. But just as we have relied and been blessed by our Lord 
these past 40 years we will faithfully continue to rely on and be blessed by Him in the future! The one 
thing that will never change is God’s steadfast love for us.  
Kansas City has been blessed with many Lutheran Schools providing Lutheran education. We’re 
thankful for the support and prayers for our schools from the area congregations.  Christian education 
is a huge responsibility of the church that has brought blessings to generations of families.  To God 
be the Glory! 

MLA Summer Office Hours 9:00am-12:00pm (Monday-Thursday). 



We get letters…… 
 

I would like to thank you and the board committee of Christ Lutheran 

Church for the approval of $1333 to assist our family financially for 2021-

2022 Jate's tuition. We greatly appreciate it.  We really need that amount in 

order to continue Jate's education at MLA with the least financial hardship.  The last 4 years 

have been the toughest time of my life emotionally and financially.  It is not just because of 

Covid 19 pandemic but also because of the losses of my family's members, their medical & 

hospital bills, and their funeral expenses. At the beginning of 2019, I lost my mom due to 

the sudden heart attack.  At the end of 2019, I lost one of my sisters due to cancers.  

Besides, in 2020, my brother got sick with 3rd stage of lung cancer and lost his job due to 

Covid19 pandemic. I had done my best to help him financially to pay for his chemotherapy 

treatments until he got a lot better. But then, at the beginning of April 2021, he got admitted 

to a hospital suddenly because his cancer had rapidly spread to all of his major organs. He 

had to stay in that hospital for almost a month and passed away on April 28. I had to get 

loans after loans to help my family take care of all these. The Lord knows the best how 

suffered I have been, how best I have tried to take care of everyone, and how hard I have 

tried to stay strong to do my best to help others and serve him. With Him in my heart and 

my soul, He has raised me up and helped me through. That's why I have the strongest 

belief that I need to do my best to have Jate attend MLA to continue his faith in Christ and 

be close to the Lord for His guidance. Thank you so much that you always help me to make 

this dream come true.      Jiriya Khampira 

 

Thank you to all. Pastor Arnold for his visit and prayers. Eunice for faithfully sending 

prayers and study material, everyone’s prayers of healing and wellness. How VERY MUCH I 

appreciate ALL. In Christ we trust with all our faith.   Pat Toillion 

 

 
********************************************************************** 

 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Karen Daugherty, who has been faithfully trimming bushes and 
caring for the new plants around the building. 

Orchids to Kathy Ferguson for supplying and caring for the flowers in the planters by our 
doors. 
Orchids to Dave and Denice Lackey for their work in the Memorial Garden. 
Orchids to all our volunteers! Altar Guild, acolytes, lawn crew, ushers, elders, directors and 
their committees, choir and hand bell members, Sunday school and Weekday school teachers 
and staff, Action Team members, those who send cards and devotionals, and every other 
person who volunteers their time here at Christ Lutheran – thank you! We are so blessed to 
have so many people serving our God and serving each other. 
 



MEN’S DART BALL 
 

   
 

A Men’s Dart Ball League will be forming soon.  For 2021-2022 the league will be comprised of CLC 
members and their invited friends, with all games being played in our Ephphatha Room, on a North Board 
and a South Board.  The hope is to be able to have a minimum of 4 teams with 6-9 players on each team. 
 

Each night of Dart Ball will consist of a triple header, each game consisting of 9 innings. Game nights will 
begin at 7:00 PM sharp and should conclude before 9:00 PM.  The “season” will be played on the second 
Thursdays of September-October-November-December-January-February with the concluding “CLC Dart 
Ball World Series” on Sunday, February 27, 2022. 
 

Four Team Captains are being sought and those four captains will DRAFT their teams in early September. 
 

CLC Dart Ball Season Schedule – 2021-22 
 

TH   September 2  CLC Dart Ball Draft – Four CLC Team Captains & League Commissioner 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TH   September 9  Team 1 vs Team 2   North Board  Team 3 vs Team 4   South Board 
TH   October 14  Team 1 vs Team 3   North Board  Team 2 vs Team 4   South Board 
TH   November 11  Team 4 vs Team 1   North Board  Team 3 vs Team 2   South Board 
TH   December 9  Team 4 vs Team 3   North Board  Team 2 vs Team 1   South Board 
TH   January 13  Team 4 vs Team 2   North Board  Team 3 vs Team 1   South Board 
TH   February 10  Team 2 vs Team 3   North Board  Team 1 vs Team 4   South Board 
SU   February 27  CLC Dart Ball Playoffs based on Regular Season Standings 1 vs 2; 3 vs 4 
 

Sign-up on the poster inside the Fellowship Commons if you would like to participate.  For those wishing 
to invite others outside of CLC, be sure to place those names on the poster too.  Care will be taken to 
“draft” those invitees onto your team.  So that the draft goes smoothly, sign-ups need to be done by Labor 
Day.  Please sign-up even if you know that you cannot be present at all game nights.  Teams need you! 
 

(Self-Appointed) CLC Dart Ball League Commissioner – Deacon David Buchholz 
 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – June 17, 2020 

Meeting Called to Order:  7:00 pm.   Opening Prayer:  Joe Graham Study: Pastors  

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o No action as there was not a quorum of elders 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o August Ryan Hester, son of Jason and Katie Hester, baptized May 9, 2021 

c) Deletions: 

o No action as there was not a quorum of elders 

Minutes:  

A motion by Hollander/France to approve the minutes from May 2021 carried. 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) Study – Where in the world is God –  20/20 Vision 

b) Please keep the congregation posted with submissions to The Shepherd’s Staff.  We desire to have a 

“well informed” congregation. 

c) Note – No more sign-ups for church. Masks are optional during the Divine Service. Socially distanced 

seating is still in place on the pulpit side of the church. Communion has returned to the altar railing with 

modifications. Hymnals have returned to the pews. Offering is still being taken in the Narthex. 

Livestreaming still occurs for Sunday morning Bible study and Church. 

d) YouTube/Facebook devotions continue to be posted on-line along with a weekly parish email sent out 

on Fridays. 

e) This month, the Oromo congregation is working through their constitution and bylaws (second draft) to 

send to the District Constitution Committee. I will meet with them next week to help them. 

f) Pastor Abdi’s permanent residency application has been submitted. Immigration has received our 

documents and we are awaiting their decision. 

g) Organ Fund – Donations for the Organ Fund are going very well.  I will update The Shepherd’s Staff as 

well as the display down by the sanctuary.  We have received in donations and pledges over $60,000 of 

our $88,000 goal. A poster in the Narthex shows how you can “purchase” one key of the organ. There 

are 215 keys. Each key is $412. Do consider “purchasing” one or more of these keys for our new organ.  

Thank you. 

h) Don’t forget – Wednesday Evening Services for those “out of town” weekends during the summer. 

i) We will NOT have Centralized Committee Meetings in July.  

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) Update on the pastoral vacancy at Holy Cross Lutheran Church.  In May, the pastor whom the 

congregation had called returned the call.  Submissions of names of pastoral candidates were gathered 

again on June 6th, with another call to be issued from the voter’s assembly soon.   

b) The Froiland family will be on vacation visiting family in TX July 12th-19th.  I will not be in attendance 

at the July BOD meeting on Thursday, July 15th.         

 

Deacon’s Report:  
a) Sunday School lessons for children in PK through age 5 will still be provided via the church website for 

only a few more weeks.   

b) Students in Grades 1-12+ have been meeting in person, and the Pre-K/K class is now also meeting face-

to-face 

c) All other study groups are continuing to meet face-to-face, with some also being streamed 

d) The 2021-2022 Weekday School year will begin on Wednesday, August 25, 2021 

e) Plans for a traditional Summer VBS will begin soon with a June 21 organizational meeting.  VBS dates 

are: August 9-12, 2021.  Janessa Hackworth has graciously consented to serve as Director. 

f) June 2021 Thrivent Choice dollars received $0.  YTD $3,563. 

 



President’s Report:    
a) Please continue to find your back up and submit a proxy. 

b) Thank you to Charley Buckner, who will be vacating his Board of Directors position after next month’s 

meeting, for your service to the Board. 

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

Continuing Business: 

a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update 

b) Grounds Committee: Sign Repair Project 

c) Buildings Committee: Church Doors Project 

d) Oromo Lutheran Congregation Update 

 

New Business: 

a) Organ fund project update 

b) Proxies and new committee member ratifications 

   

Announcements: Next BOD Meeting Thursday 7/15/2021 

Adjourn:     Motion to adjourn by Frances/S.Smith @ 7:44pm carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Joe Graham 

Respectfully submitted,  Russell Hollander, Secretary 

Next BoD Meeting:  July 15 @ 7pm     

Opening Prayer: S. Smith/Hollander   

Closing Prayer: M. Smith/Jones 

BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Full Nelson was back out 6/1 to replace/repair faucet & shutoff valves in kitchen & classroom 3. Also, 

upstairs the South Adam/Eve restrooms had slow drains. Drain lines were snaked, and shutoff valves were 

replaced with ¼ turn valves on those sinks. The old valves did not shut off the water when I tried to use them. 

Pre-K is noting problems with the cleaning company – floors looking unswept, carpets unvacuumed, etc. - 

despite calls to Corporate Cleaning about the issues. They have asked about contract renewal or using a 

different cleaning company than the Church uses, if so desired. Corporate Cleaning would need to be notified 

by July 1 to meet the cancellation terms of the contract. I’ve not heard of problems regarding cleaning done 

upstairs for the Church.  

 

Future Projects:  Timers & Lights, flashing repair/reattachment for 6609 Camden, Pre-K bulletin board 

relocation, new sidewalks and approaches on West side of church, wood restoration in sanctuary, pew 

resurfacing. 
Education 

Charley Buckner 
All families finished the 2020-2021 school year current on their tuition, before/after school care payments, 

and other fees.  Enrollment fees, tuition, and before/after school care for Summer School-Session 1 (June, 

2021) are all pre-paid and in-hand. 

Checking account balance on May 31, 2021: $ 176,899.00 

Current Enrollment for Summer School-Session 1 is 50.  Projected Enrollment for Summer School-Session 2 

is 52.  These enrollment numbers are the highest in Pre-K history for Summer School. 

Enrollment for the 2021-2022 academic year is well ahead of the 2020-2021 pace, with 84  

commitments already secured, and with numerous school visits still scheduled and dozens of inquiries still 

being received.  There is every reason to expect that 6-12 additional students will be enrolled by August 1. 

The annual visit from the State Fire Marshall has concluded.  Our facility passed that inspection.  On July 1 

the State Department of Health and Senior Services will make their annual visit/inspection. 

Classrooms are in varying need of fresh paint and carpet replacement. 

Payment Processing within the data base EZ Care needs to be completed.  This will allow payments to be 

received via credit cards.  Fees incurred will be passed on to the families. 



Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Church Calls 2, Phone Calls 3, Attempted Phone Calls 8, In Person Calls 1 
 

Covid-19 Guidelines Review 

1. Elders continue to recommend the use of masks as members move around the church. 

2. Masks strongly encouraged at all times for Wednesday services. 

3. Communion Protocol: Usher up the pulpit side, then the font side. Commune from pulpit side to font 

side at the same time. Host will be placed in communicant’s hand. Social distancing to be practiced. 

Communicants can choose whether to stand or kneel at the rail. We will discontinue the use of gloves 

and instead use hand sanitizer that will be placed at the altar. Two chalices will be used, one of them 

for intinction. Pastor will make a verbal announcement on the revisions to the Communion protocol 

for a few Sundays. 

4. We will return to dismissing members from the front at the conclusion of the service. 

5. Hymnals will be returned to the pews and orders of service will continue to be printed. 

6. Offering plates will continue to be in the narthex for now.  

7. Attendance booklets will be placed in the pews.  

8. Coloring books will be put out.  

9. Ushers will continue to bring up the offering plate.  

10. COVID-19 Guidance to be reviewed by Elders again in July.   
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
Donut Donations Received:  6/6 - $31, 6/13 - $36 

Upcoming Events – Church picnic end of September/Early October 
Finance 

Marcus Smith 
May Plate Offerings: $71,611, $11,129 ABOVE budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $315,842, Surplus:  $13,431 ABOVE budget. 
Grounds 

Dan Jones 
Mow schedule is complete and we have 5 crews mowing now.  All equipment is maintenanced and running 

well. 

Mrs. Fredde has approved artwork for Pre-K signs and they have been ordered.  Expect delivery in 2-3 

weeks.  Still waiting on bell tower artwork for main sign.  Also waiting on details of the electronic signs and 

associated options and costs. 

Wednesday evening, June 30, we will be moving gravel in the Pre-K playground to cover bare spots prior to 

July 1st inspection.  Fence repairs (securing connections in the corners and removing old posts) will also be 

completed that evening.   
OASIS 

Tommy France 
Working to schedule a block to tour the Union Station Auschwitz – Holocaust Exhibition. Tickets for June 

were sold out.  Judy Gibson is looking into ticket availability in July and August. 

Group Ice Cream Social tentatively scheduled for July 30th  
Outreach 

John Peer 
No Report   

 
Public Relations 

Duane 

Leimkuehler 

The apartment we sponsor is still vacant 

The updating of the pictorial wall will continue for a couple more Sundays for those wishing to have their 

picture updated. 
Stewardship 

Steve Foutch 
Average Attendance 162 (21) v. 23 (20) v. 202 (19) 

Average of 46 views of Facebook videos across the past 7 videos. 
 Treasurer 

 James Thomas 
Offerings were over budget in May by $11,129 / YTD $3,046 over. 

Expenses were under budget in May by $7,588 / YTD $26,502 under. 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Past Events: 

Jun 4-6 – Float Trip (though the water was too high to allow minors on the river).  Also the play “Jesus” and 

had great conversation about it afterward  

 

Upcoming Events: 

Jul 23-31 – Higher Things Conference 

Aug 9-12 – Vacation Bible School  

 

Postponed pending reschedule – Play Day and Ice Cream with Kids For Christ/Little Lambs 
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

x Graham x Buckner  Jones  Foutch x Pr. Arnold 

x S. Smith  L. Smith x France x Thomas x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Wittmaier  Peer x Nowlin x Deac. Buchholz 

 Birch x M. Smith x Leimkuehler     



New Organ Project 
 

Last Month’s issue of The Shepherd’s Staff outlined the need, details, and purpose of 
a New Organ Project fund for our church-family. Here’s an update: 

The Goal: $88,578 
Current Amount Raised (as of June 22nd): $62,439 
We have raised nearly 70% of our goal. Praise God!  Thank you to all who have 
contributed thus far. If you haven’t had the opportunity to contribute yet, please 
consider making a gift donation. Included in this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff is a 
New Organ Fund offering envelope. 
Also, make sure to take a look at the New Organ Project display table in the Narthex 
outside of the sanctuary. Included are two charts that show our fund raising 
progress. One of the charts has a display of 215 keys – the total number of keys 
(including pedals) on the organ. Each key has a value of $412. Please consider 
purchasing a key (or two or three). You will notice that most of the keys have already 
been purchased but we have a ways to go. If you are unable to purchase a key, please 
consider a lesser amount. Every donation is a blessing.  
Thank you for your consideration. I’m confident, with your help, we will reach out goal 
very soon! 
Pastor Arnold 

 



Change in status?  Do you have any changes that have happened recently or will happen soon 

of which your church should be aware?  This might include 

graduation from high school (in which case we need your 

college address) or from college (in which case we need to 

remove you from our college list). Maybe your child will be 

starting kindergarten in the fall. We need to get that info 

into the system so you receive info regarding weekday 

school and other activities.   Have you stopped using your 

home phone and just use your cell phone now?  Do you notice that your 

birthday/baptismal birthday/anniversary isn’t included on any lists?  That probably means the 

church doesn’t have this information.  If you notice any error or omissions, or if you have had 

any changes of which we should be aware, please contact the 

church office so we can make corrections/additions.  We 

really want to have all our information correct – please help 

us with in that regard.  Thank you!  

 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Wednesday Evening Midweek Service 

Don’t forget that we have Wednesday evening Services all year long.  This is a great 
time to take advantage of our “extra” service on Wednesdays during the busy summer 
months when people are taking vacations or long weekends at the lake, or maybe 
have sports tournaments.  You may be out of your regular routine, but don’t let your 
church attendance where you can hear God’s Word and partake in Holy Communion 
fall to the side.  Come and join us at 7:00PM on Wednesdays – and bring a friend! 

*************************************************************************** 

   VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!! 

We’re getting ready for a great 

VBS August 9th-12th. This year 

VBS will take place August 9th-

12th. Are you interested in 

volunteering for VBS? Volunteers 

are still needed for arts and 

crafts, music, games, snack, and 

helping/teaching. Contact 

Janessa Hackworth interested. 

Registration forms are available 

in this newsletter, on the church website, and in the Commons Area. 

Registration deadline is July 25th. PLEASE get your forms in on time (one form 

per student) so we can be sure to have enough materials on hand so every 

student has what they need.  Thank you! 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – July 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 2 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

3 

4   Independence Day 
8am - Divine Service         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

5 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 
Church 
Office 
Closed 

6 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
 

7 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

8 9 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

10 

11 
8am - Divine Service - LS         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 

12 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

13 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Elders 

14 
7pm - Midweek Service  

15 
7pm - 
Board of 
Directors 

16 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 

17 

18 
8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

19 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

20 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 

21 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

22 23 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

24 

25    
8am - Divine Service - LS         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
 

         VBS Registration Deadline 
  

26 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

27 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 

7pm - Midweek Service  29 30 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

31 

HT – TX Youth Trip 

Higher Things – Texas Youth Trip 
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Acolytes:  8am – Elders  10:45am – Elders 
 

Head Ushers:   8am – Kevin Smith  10:45am – DJ Dammann 

Ushers:  8am – Matthew Wittmaier 

   10:45am – John Ramos  

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Rothert/Lewis 10:45am – Repplinger    

      7th – Henrichs; 14th – Hollander; 21st – Hollander; 28th – Scroggins  
 

Greeters:   8am – Tom and Barb Chastain  10:45am – Shirley Howard 
 

Counter:  Terry and Ken Kraft 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   7/4  Gibson/Chastain/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   7/7  Oswald/Moore      Wittmaier 

   7/11  Degnan/Moore      Faller 

   7/14  Rothert/Schneider 

   7/18  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Wittmaier 

   7/21  Moore 

   7/25  Jensen/Steffens/Wittmaier    Faller 

   7/28  Wittmaier/Lewis 

            
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Kelly 
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For Home Devotions (“+” for a brief order) 

L:  In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

     Hymn of the Month 

+  Verse of the Week 

     One of the appointed readings for the week 

     Devotion from a devotional book 

+  Lord’s Prayer (w/prayers for others, the Church, and the world). 

L:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 

 

June 27th – July 3rd – Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

Introit:  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The 

Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

Psalm 138 + Genesis 50:15-21 + Romans 12:14-21 + Luke 6:36-42 

 
July 4th – 10th – Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

Introit: Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! 

O you who have been my help, forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 

Psalm 16 + 1 Kings 19:11-21 + 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 + Luke 5:1-11 

 
July 11th – 17th – Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

Introit:  The Lord is the strength of his people; he is the saving refuge of 

his anointed.  Save your people and bless your heritage!  Be their shepherd 

and carry them forever. 

Psalm 19 + Exodus 20:1-17 + Romans 6:1-11 + Matthew 5:17-26 

 
July 18th – 24th – Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

Introit:  Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth. 

Psalm 33:1-11 + Genesis 2:7-17 + Romans 6:19-23 + Mark 8:1-9 

 
July 25th – 31st – Eighth Sunday after Trinity 

Introit:  We have thought on your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of 

your temple.  As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends of 

the earth.  Your right hand is filled with righteousness. 

Psalm 26 + Jeremiah 23:16-29 + Acts 20:27-38 + Matthew 7:15-23 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Month 

 
819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

6700 NW 72nd Street 

Platte Woods, MO  64151 

816-741-0483 
 

 

 
 

 

Children must be 4 years old before August 1, 2021 through 6th grade to attend (Fall 2021 

school year).  

Please fill out one registration form for each child attending VBS.  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, July 25, 2021. 

Fifth and Sixth graders will go on VBS field trips and conduct offsite classes with Deacon 

Buchholz and other adult volunteers. These field trips will require a separate permission form 

signed by a parent.  Those separate permission forms will be sent out after the July 25, 2021 

deadline. 

 

Child’s Name:        Grade this Fall: ________ 
 

Name of Parent/ Guardian           

 

 

Name of Parent/Guardian           
 

Address             

                
 

E-mail              
 

Home church:      ______________________________ 

 

 

2021 VBS 

REGISTRATION 

FORM 

August 9-12 

9:00-11:30 A.M. 

Work Phone  Cell Phone 

Work Phone  Cell Phone 



Child’s Name:        Grade this Fall: ________ 

 

Age as of August 1, 2021:       Boy             Girl    

 

Emergency Contact:            

 

Food Allergies (explain):            

              

Medical concerns or other conditions that may limit activities (explain):     

              

 

Medications:             

 

Family Doctor:             

 

Medical insurance:      Medical ID #:     

How did you hear of our VBS?          

Siblings enrolled in VBS (Name/Grade) 

     /   

     /   

     /   

Name of person dropping off/picking up student:        

 

Relationship to student:           

 

Please note any special requests about classroom placement to consider as we assign 

children to classrooms (e.g., requests to be in a certain grade outside of one’s age group or 

with a particular friend or sibling). We will do our best to accommodate special requests 

but cannot guarantee it. It helps greatly if you make such requests here ahead of time!  

              

              

              

Please return completed registration forms to the church office by July 25th or sooner. 
Please consider attaching a $5.00–10.00 donation with your registration form to assist with VBS costs. 

Contact Janessa Hackworth, VBS Director, at nessaalms@gmail.com with questions.  

 
 

Phone number 

Phone number 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word…Galatians 5:1 
 

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1).  We celebrate this month because of the freedoms 
and liberties our country has afforded us.  We are right to do this.  We should be 
thankful for these liberties – the freedom to gather together to worship and to 
live out our belief in our daily lives.  

 
But freedom and liberty in our age have devolved.  It’s become a freedom 

from duty instead of a freedom for it.  Indeed, freedom and liberty in our age 
has turned into licentiousness – a license to do what we want, when we want.  
This license is a submission again to a yoke of slavery.  Freedom as license to do 
what we desire when we desire it means we are slaves to our desires and slaves 
to our passions.  

 
Christ died to set us free from our desires.  In Holy Baptism, our Old 

Adam is drowned and put to death along with all sin and evil desires so that a 
new man may arise and live before God in righteousness and purity.  In Christ, 
we are a new creation.  We are set free from the passions of the flesh so that we 
are free to follow our God-given callings and bear fruits of the Spirit.  

 
Our callings are what God gives for us to do as members of a family, 

society, and the Church.  God calls us to believe in His Word and gladly hear 
and learn it.  He calls us to pray for all people.  He calls us to live in faith toward 
Him and in fervent love toward our neighbor.  He calls us to put the gifts He 
gives to us into His service. God calls parents to provide for their children and 
raise them in the fear and admonition of the Lord.  

 
And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for 

them when they are no longer able to do so themselves.  God calls the 
government to punish those who do evil and to reward those who do good.  He 
calls citizens to pay their taxes and honor the governing officials as God’s 
servants.  He calls pastors to preach and teach the Gospel, repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.  And He calls hearers to support those who teach them with 
every good thing.  

 
Christ died to set us free from the works of our selfish flesh, giving us the 

freedom and liberty to live out our callings.  “Stand firm therefore, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery.” 

 
 


