
 

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD 
 On Tuesday evenings, your parish-family gathers to study a portion of the Lutheran 

Confessions called the “Formula of Concord” (the last part of the Book of Concord) @ 7 p.m. The 

third article of the Formula is about “The Righteousness of Faith before God.” Not long after Luther 

died, a many by the name of Andrew Osiander began to teach that our righteousness before God 

does not come from being pronounced righteous, but rather by becoming righteous gradually.  We 

do not become righteous gradually.  When Jesus died on the cross for us, He “imputed” His 

righteousness upon us and we were declared righteous (that is, forgiven and saved) by His grace 

through faith.  The following is a portion of Martin Luther’s Introduction to his commentary on the 

Book of Galatians.  Luther shows us the different kinds of righteousness and how we are “passive” 

receivers of God’s gift of righteousness for the forgiveness of sins. 

 St. Paul goes about to establish the doctrine of faith, grace, forgiveness of sins, or, to say it 

another way: Christian righteousness, to the end that we may have a perfect knowledge and know 

the difference between Christian righteousness and all other kinds of righteousness.  

 There are different sorts of righteousness. There is a political or civil righteousness, which 

emperors, princes of the world, philosophers and lawyers deal with. There is also a ceremonial 

righteousness, which the traditions of men teach. This righteousness parents and schoolmasters may 

teach without danger, because they do not attribute to it any power to make satisfaction for sin, to 

placate God, or to deserve grace: but they teach such ceremonies as are only necessary for the 

correction of manners, and certain observations concerning this life. 

 Besides these, there is another righteousness called the righteousness of the law, or of the 

Ten Commandments, which Moses teaches. This we also teach after the doctrine of faith. 

 There is yet another righteousness which is above all these: namely, the righteousness of 

faith, or Christian righteousness. This we must diligently discern from the other aforementioned 

kinds of righteousness: for all these are quite contrary to this Christian righteousness. This is 

because, first, they flow out of the laws of emperors, the traditions of the Pope, and the 

commandments of God, and, second, because they consist in our works, and may be accomplished 

by us either by our pure natural strength (as the sophisters term it) or else by the gift of God. For 

these kinds of righteousness are also of the gift of God, like all the other good things are which we 

enjoy. 

 But this most excellent righteousness of faith (which God through Christ, without works, 

imputes to us), is neither political nor ceremonial, nor the righteousness of God’s law, nor does it 

consist in our works, but is the opposite: that is to say, a mere passive righteousness, as the other 

above are active.  

 Since we are declared righteous before God through Christ’s death for us, we as Christians 

are enabled to show that righteousness to others by doing good works for our neighbor and living 

out the Christian life as God would have us do. We are MADE righteous and now we live as 

righteous people.  Learn more by joining one of our Bible studies this summer.  We hope to see you 

there.  The Lord’s richest blessings to you and yours. 
 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

THE  SHEPHERD’S STAFF                                                                                           July 2019            
 
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH    

www.christlc.net 

 
Platte Woods, Missouri 

Volume 62, Number 7 



And They Sing…  
On the 28th of this month is commemorated the Lutheran cantor and composer Johann Sebastian 

Bach, who is undisputedly the most famous Lutheran of all time.  What J. S. Bach did in placing the 
Word of God in beautifully lofty (yet accessible) music still reverberates in our times today.  But the 
godly gift of music and song displayed to the world by Bach hardly began with him.  He was 
continuing in the rich heritage encouraged by Luther.  But even long before hammer blows landed on a 
Wittenberg church’s door, the Church’s song has rang out from her earliest days. 

Christians sing.  This is not a German tradition.  It’s not a preference or an option, even.  It is 
Christian.  We sing.   It was the singing of the early Christians that stuck in the memory of a certain 
Roman governor named Pliny. “What to do?” he asked in a letter dated circa 112 A.D. to the Emperor 
Trajan in Rome, seeking advice.  Pliny had a real problem on his hands.  Certain of his citizens who 
called themselves “Christians” would not “offer prayer with incense and wine to the statues of the 
gods and of the Emperor,” but worshipped only their god called “Christ.”  Further, none of the 
Christians who believed this way “can be forced to do it [worship Roman gods] … What to do?” 
Trajan’s reply was fairly simple: Don’t seek them out or hunt them down.  Also don’t allow 
anonymous accusations to stand.  If they will worship our gods, then they can be pardoned.  But if they 
are accused and proven to in fact be Christians, execute them.  

This is our heritage.  It might be surprising to think that simply being a Christian could be 
punishable by death. But there is an even more interesting observation from Pliny’s investigation into 
Christianity. “[The Christians] meet on a fixed day before dawn and they sing responsively a hymn to 
Christ as to a god.” And “they assemble again to partake of food—but ordinary and innocent food.” 
Pliny may not have known much about Christians, but he knew that they sang hymns to Christ as 

God. 
It was their singing that indicted them, their refusal to stop that condemned them.  And 

according to the martyr accounts we have, they even died with these hymns on their lips. 
 Now, the honor of such bold saints would be reason enough for us to sing and to do it loudly 
and tirelessly, without complaint.  This month we also celebrate our nation’s independence.  We stand 
and sing out of respect for our veterans and those who still serve; this is not really optional if you are 
truly a citizen of the United States.  In the same way we Christians must continue to sing.  But the need 
runs deeper and truer than just the memory of our fallen brothers and sisters. 

“Theology is doxology,” said sainted Lutheran composer and seminary professor Martin 
Franzmann. “Theology must sing.”  The words of God are not meant for the shelf, for the page, or even 
for the eye, so much as they are meant for the ear.  And if for the ear, then for the voice. And if for the 
ear and voice, then not only in dull and simple ways, but in the grandest and most diligent ways. 

St. Paul urges and I also urge you, “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.” (Colossians 3:16).  Do not be timid.  You are Christians.  And Christians sing.  
Hymns in church may be the only time you sing.  By God’s grace I pray you would sing at home with 
your families too, but I also recognize that Americans simply don’t sing.  We listen to others sing.  
Well, not so among Christians.  Our singing can’t be silenced. And if singing seems awkward, and if 
we are the strange ones like those Christians in the Roman Empire, know that you aren’t awkward.  
You are Christian. 

Therefore if you don’t find your voice particularly strong or tuneful, don’t let that stop you. 
Practically speaking, when a congregation sings—all of us, the clunkers along with the clear bells—it 
sounds awesome.  Enough to startle a Roman governor into thinking his civic idols and gods don’t 
stand a chance! But that’s not why we sing.  We sing because Christ, our God, lives. We sing because 
the Word of Christ dwells among Christians, and allows no other god to stand beside Him in our hearts 
and on our lips—even if demanded on payment of death.  So whether in life or in death, we will sing 
loudly and joyfully of Christ. 
In Christ’s Service, Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

 
July 8-15 

PLEASE KEEP OUR 25 YOUTH AND 12 

ADULTS IN YOUR PRAYERS! 
 

This group of 37 will be attending the National 
Lutheran Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN.  
Approximately 25,000 youth and adults across the 
LCMS are registered for this triennial event. 
 

All 37 members of this group wish to express their 
thanks to the members of the Christ Lutheran parish 
for their wonderful support, making it possible for this 
experience to happen!  
   

YOUTH 
Ben Arnold                       Mason Rogers 
Brayden Basch                 Avery Rothert 
James Dantin                     Yasmin Scott 
Amy Eberth                        Kaitlyn Smith 
Tarryn Fredde                  Payten Stubbs 
Greta Jones                        Ethan Tanner 
Gus Jones                      Madelyn Verner 
Jarien Montgomery          Natalie Verner 
Edna Oswald                  Sarenity Verner 
Avery Penn                      Sarah Vincenti 
Tyler Pride                    Jackson Winfrey 
Joe Ramos                           Joe Winfrey 

    Jamison Ringvelski 
 

ADULTS 
Andrea Arnold                     Lisa Rogers 
Mark Buchholz                 Kristy Rothert 
Rachel Buchholz                  Jill Vincenti 
Kristina Fredde                 John Winfrey 
Carla Jones                       Zaneta Yanez 
Margie Oswald           Deacon Buchholz 

 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN’S 

VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL 
Monday–Thursday       July 29 – Aug. 1  

 
Registration Form on CLC Website! 

www.christlc.net  
 

 

SENIOR ‘19  
 

RECOGNITION  
AND  

SEND-OFF DAY 
 

NEW DATE: August 11 
9:20 AM  

 
 

BETWEEN SERVICES – EPHPHATHA ROOM 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://www.christlc.net/


July – September Acolytes 
  8:00am     10:45am  
 

July  Gus Jones     Joseph Winfrey, Brandon Cuda 
 

August Chadron Cummins    Alex Smith, Jarien Montgomery 
 

September Connor Henry     Forrest Boynton, Joshua Keller 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

 

******************************************************************* 

OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 

Kansas City Police Department Crime Lab Tour 
 

OASIS has reservation on Friday, August 9 @ 10:00 am to tour the KCPD Crime Lab.  The tour 

consists of a one-hour guided walk-through of the lab and an explanation of what each section 

does.  The tour does require a lot of walking and standing, so comfortable shoes are advised. 

The address of the lab is 2645 Brooklyn Ave, Kansas City, MO 64127. 

 

There are a limited number of spots available for the tour. Please sign up early to attend and 

note if you wish to meet at church early to carpool.  The sign-up sheet will be in the Commons 

area.  If you drive to the tour, plan on parking in the front of the building (south side) and 

letting the receptionist know you are there for a tour.  Please see Judy Gibson for questions. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

                                                                                                      
 

 
. 

When:  Tuesdays @ 7 p.m. on July 2 and 6 p.m. on July 9. 
 

Where:  Christ Lutheran Church – Wittenberg Room 
 

What:  We are studying the Book of Concord – our Lutheran 

Confessions – specifically  

The Formula of Concord.  In this study we will focus on what we believe, teach and confess as 

Lutherans in our doctrine and life. 
 

Why:  Our Lutheran Confessions exposit the doctrines of the Lutheran Church. It behooves us to know 

and understand what the Bible says about topics such as sin, repentance, confession, communion, 

church rites, church government, Christ’s judgment, free will, good works and much more. 
 

Who:  All are welcome.  If you haven’t had the opportunity to study the Formula of Concord 

before….this study is for you.  If you have read it many times and would like to study “more in 

depth”… this study is ALSO for you.  Come one, come all!! 

 

Lutheran Confessions Study  

The Formula of Concord 



Greetings from Christ Lutheran Pre-K!! 
It’s hard to believe we are starting our second session of 

summer school on July 8.  Our first session brought some 

new families to our Pre-K family and we are thrilled to have 

them. We continue to share God’s word with the children 

every day along with reviewing the letters, the letter 

sounds, and numbers.   

In June, Jemima’s Playhouse visited Pre-K and taught the kids some new dances, 

introduced them to Señor Burro, and helped them count to 10 in Spanish.  The 

children LOVED it and asked them to come back soon.   

Next month brings the start of a new school year.  We are excited to meet all the 

new families and just as excited to see the returning families.    

Thank you to all of you who attended our Culver’s Fundraiser on June 18th, 2019; 

it’s always nice to see church members at our Pre-K fundraisers.   
 

Blessings, 

The Pre-K Staff 

 
MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY NEWS 

 

 

Enrollment and Re-Enrollment is open for the 2019-2020 school 
year.  Please call the school office 816.734.1060 or go to our school 
website for more information.  www.martinlutheracademy.org  
 

SAVE THE DATES 
July 29-31 – MLA Basketball Camp 
August 5-7 – MLA Volleyball Camp 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

We get letters…… 
 

Thank you to the ushers and friends that assisted me at the June 2nd church service.  Your 

efforts are very much appreciated.  Richard Weimer  

 

************************************************************* 

ACTION TEAM 

Action Team welcomes Kendyll Fredde to our Friday morning work group for the 

summer! EVERONE IS WELCOME to come help. 

Thank you Glenn & Jan Sittig who made table leg extenders to make the tables 

higher. What a BACK SAVER those handy things are. We appreciate your 

thoughtfulness.  

http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


Christ Lutheran Church 

Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting  

June 20, 2019 

 
Opening Prayer:   Jeff Ferguson 
 

Study: Pastors 
 

Discipleship Action:  
a) Accessions Communicant: 

o Pat Rodina, Gayle Brekke-Adult Confirmation 
b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Left Blank 
c) Deletions: 

o Jesse Ayres and sons Brook and Jordan released at own request. 
Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by Bartek carried. 
  
Minutes: A motion by Winfrey to approve the minutes from May 2018 carried. 
 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  
a) Study – Where in the world is God – Hunger for God 
b) My family will be on vacation July 1st – July 5th. 
c) Don’t forget… VBS July 29th – August 1st.  Ice Cream social on August 1st.. Come get some ice cream!! 
d) Please keep the congregation posted with submissions to The Shepherd’s Staff.  We desire to have a “well 

informed” congregation. 
e) Oromo congregation happenings… We are working with the elders and Pastor Abdi to put together a “joint” 

worship service in August or September.  A fellowship meal will follow. We will keep you posted on exactly 
what date we have decided. 

f) Keeping you informed about Doctoral studies and DOXOLOGY… on June 7th I successfully defended my 
dissertation: Visitation of the Elderly Homebound at Christ Lutheran Church, Platte Woods, MO: A 
Directional Methodology Study. My doctoral program is now complete.  I will be conferred the degree of 
Doctor of Ministry after the summer session (Aug 1st). Also, Christ Lutheran will be hosting the DOXOLOGY 
Grand Reunion the first week in August at the Savior Pastoral Center in KCK. The first week in September, I 
will be traveling to Wittenberg, Germany to serve as Chaplain for the Office of National Mission of the LCMS – 
Disaster Relief.  DOXOLOGY has been asked to put on a conference for pastors and their wives who suffered 
losses during hurricane Harvey. 

g) Last month I was appointed to the Board of Regents for Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, MO – filling a 
vacancy created by a resignation from the Board.  This is a 6 year term that will be up for election in 2022.  I 
will be attending an orientation meeting in St. Louis next week.  There will also be a joint BOR meeting in Fort 
Wayne at the beginning of August. 

h) Don’t forget – Wednesday Evening Services for those “out of town” weekends during the summer. 
i) We will have Centralized Committee Meetings the second Sunday in July – next month.  Please plan on 

those.  
 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 
a) The election for the president of our church body, the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod will take place this 

weekend via an online vote.  The voting delegates designated by our parish-family are myself and Mr. Brian 
Repplinger.    

b) On Sunday June 30th during the fellowship time between the services, we will honor Pastor Arnold for his 20 
years of service as pastor.  Please do attend.   

c) The Froiland family will be on vacation July 11th- July 16th 
 

Deacon’s Report:  
a) Sunday Morning: April Attendance 71 v 76 (’18) 
b) During the Week: April Attendance 28 v 25 (18) 
c) Weekday School: April Attendance 45 v. 37 (18) 
d) Thrivent Choice $4874 YTD 
e) VBS  July 29-August 01, 2019-“Miraculous Mission” 
f) Activities listed in youth below 

 

President’s Report:    
a) No Report This month. 

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 
 
 



Continuing Business: 
a) Director Proxy Nominations: 

a. Troy Fredde for Education.  Passed 
b) Security Updates – Partition Wall 

a. Winfrey presents partition cost and samples – additional work for reinforcing ceiling to be handled by Foutch. 
b. Motion to allocate $23,000 from Capital Campaign fund for Partition Wall addition.  Passed 

c) Committee Ratifications 
a. None. 

d) Drainage Issues 
a. Winfrey presented comprehensive plan that includes attaching roof drains to foundation drains, temp removal 

of HVAC, foundation work negating the need for Daley’s previous proposal. 
b. Motion to allocate $60,000 from Capital Campaign fund for Drainage corrections.  Passed 

e) Pre K walkway 
a. Winfrey presented plan to fix the walkway for pre K 
b. Motion to authorize pre K funds to pay for the walkway improvements pending approval and coordination with 

the Buildings committee.  Passed 
 

New Business: 
a) Pre K contract approval 

a. Motion for a contract extension for Kristina Fredde through July 2020.  Passed 
b. Motion for a summer school assistant for Janessa Almstedt through beginning of Aug 2019.  Passed 

 

Announcements: 
a) Next Meeting 7/18/19 @7pm 

 
ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by Rogers carried and the meeting closed with prayer.  Closing Prayer:   Jason Hester 
Next BoD Meeting: July 18  7:00PM; Opening Prayer: Hester/Winfrey; Closing Prayer: Foutch/Eberth 
 

BOD Committee Reports:  
Buildings 

John Winfrey 
Mostly covered in New business regarding foundation repair and walkway repairs 
HVAC removal/reinstall, $6810/Waterproofing Tumble Town $39,000/Walkway $22,169 

Education 
Stephen O’Toole 

No report 

Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Home Calls:  2,  Phone Calls 10 

Fellowship 

Jason Hester 
June 30 Pastor Arnold’s 20 year anniversary.  Donuts to be served. 

Finance 

Steve Foutch 
May Plate Offerings: $50,633 $7530 below budget; YTD Plate Offerings Deficit;  ($9759) 
Total Plate Offerings $61,492 

Grounds 

Chuck Eberth 
No report 

OASIS 

Kirk Henry 
No report 

Outreach 

Matt Miller 
Four calls were made and one in person visit.  Next meeting is 7/14 @ 2pm 

P. R. 

Gary Bartek 
Our new resident “Sherry” has moved into the apartment. 

Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 206(19) v. 214 (18) v 218 (17) 

 Treasurer 

Andrew Spidle 
Offerings received were $7,817.62 under budget for May and $6,624.80 under budget year to date.   
Overall, expenses were under budget by $3,156.04 during May and $6,195.34 under budget year to date. 

Education and 

Youth 

Shane Rogers 

June-July – All Youth – Heit’s Point Summer Camps @ Lincoln, MO 
July 8-15 – NLYG-MPLS Group – National Lutheran Youth Gathering @ Henning, MN / Minneapolis, MN 
July29-Aug1 – All Youth – Vacation Bible School @ Christ Luther Church 
*August 4 – All Youth – Family Games Night @ Christ Lutheran Church 
August 11 – SR-LYF – Senior Recognition Day @ Ephphatha Room 
August 17 – All Youth/Families – Back-To-School Pool Party @ Tiffany Springs Aquatic Center 

Attendance (check box if present):  

 Daley  Henry X Bartek X Rogers X Pr. Arnold 

X Winfrey  Eberth   X O’Toole X Pr. Froiland 

 Lewis X Ferguson  Spidle X Hester  Deac. Buchholz 

 Smith     X Miller  Foutch 

Other Attendees:  JamesThomas  



 
 
 

7/1 Patricia Richardson 

 Grace Jones 

 Noah Peterson 

 Landon Peterson 

 Alex Rodriguez 

7/2 Thomas Knopp 

 Evan Oathout 

 Natalie Brinkmeyer 

7/3 Karla Fera 

7/4 Bobbi Beisel 

 Erin O’Keefe 

 Michael O’Keefe 

7/5 Renee Koren 

 Ava Smith 

7/6 Megan Monroe 

 Drew DeLay 

7/7 Justin Greenhagen 

7/8 Donna Dye 

 Rylee Hites 

7/9 Sandra Miller 

 Matthew Knopp 

7/10 Roberta Musil 

7/11 Jeffrey Basch  

7/12 Bruce Gehrke 

7/13 Carrie Fuller 

 Deborah Brewer 

 Heidi Cook 

7/14 Casey Eberth 

7/16 Ed Beisel 

7/17 Cherri June 

 Chuck Eberth 

 Casey Johnson 

 Kristen Williamson 

 Juliana Cooperwood 

7/18 Cecily Boyd 

 Angela France 

 Justin Ferguson 

7/19 Hal Sinclair 

 Darcy Monroe 

 Melissa Smith 

 Chadron Cummins 

7/20 Eric Buse 

 Rachel Siegel 

 Morgan Smith 

7/21 Eloy Robles 

 Duane Leimkuehler 

 Linda Schelp 

 Eric Mahnken 

 Jared Schelp 

 Minnie Hester 

7/22 Ann Marie Stark 

 Charley Buckner 

7/23 Steven Thaemert 

 Robert Jobe 

 Luke Waller 

7/24 Diane MacPherson 

7/25 Carolyn Hogan 

 Amy Boynton 

 Dan Jones 

 Robert Baker 

7/26  Peter Olson 

 Allyson Wilson 

 Charlotte Graf 

7/27 Verda Lutte 

 Janice Medlin 

 Trinity Brewer 

 Nikolai Selivaniuk 

 Alexandra Buse 

7/28 Denny Dye 

 Russell Hollander 

 Mia Cremer 

 Colton Smith 

7/29 Erin Carr 

 Paul Bentz 

7/31 Michael Sperl
 

******************************************** 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Dorothea Irene Bosworth 

May 14, 1923 – June 14, 2019 
 
 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 
 

 

 
 

 



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids and thank you to everyone that donated items for the SPEAC pantry! Many families 
will benefit from the pantry items. 
Orchids to everyone that assisted with and attended the OASIS Ice Cream Social.  And to our speaker from 

‘Clear It Out’. 
Orchids to John Winfrey, Herb Steffens, and Lowell Smith for their work this summer at the Maple Lane parsonage. 
 

 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Wednesday Evening Midweek Service 

Don’t forget that we have Wednesday evening Services all year long.  This is a great 
time to take advantage of our “extra” service on Wednesdays during the busy summer 
months when people are taking vacations or long weekends at the lake, or maybe 
have sports tournaments.  You may be out of your regular routine, but don’t let your 
church attendance where you can hear God’s Word and partake in Holy Communion 
fall to the side.  Come and join us at 7:00PM on Wednesdays – and bring a friend! 

 

******************************************************************** 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Christ Lutheran – July 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

2 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Confessions 
Study 

3 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

4 
Independence 
Day – Church 
Office Closed 

5 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

6 

7 
8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

8 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

9      10:30am -  
Bible Study 
6pm - Confessions 
Study 
7pm – Elders 
 

10 
7pm - Midweek Service 

11 12 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

13 

14    8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon – Oromo Worship 
2pm – Callers for Christ 
7pm – Centralized Committee Mtgs. 

15 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

16 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 

17 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

18 
7pm - Board of 
Directors 

19 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - 
Shepherd’s Staff 
Deadline 

20 

21    8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service – LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
 

22 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

23 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 

24 
7pm - Midweek Service  

25 26 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

27 

28 
8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am – Voter’s Meeting 
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

29 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

30 
No  
Bible Study 
1:30pm – Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 

31 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

 August 1 
6pm – VBS Ice 
Cream Social 

    

Vacation Bible School 

National Youth Gathering – Minneapolis, MN 

National Youth Gathering – Minneapolis, MN 

LCMS National Convention – Tampa Bay, FL 

Nat. Conv. 
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Acolytes:  8am – Gus Jones 
  10:45am – Joseph Winfrey, Brandon Cuda 
 
 
Head Ushers:   8am – Tom Chastain  10:45am – DJ Dammann 

Ushers:  8am – Matt Wittmaier, Ken Kraft, Kevin Smith     

  10:45am – Josh Martin, Greg Heishman 

 
Elder In Charge:  8am:  Lewis/Rothert  10:45am:  S. Smith/Sperl 
    Midweek:  3rd – Henrichs; 10th – Lewis; 17th – Rothert; 24th – K. Smith; 31st – S. Smith  
 

Greeters:   8am – Janet Jones  10:45am – David and Denice Lackey  
 

 

Counter:   

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   7/3  Oswald/Schneider     Truetken 

   7/7  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   7/10  Rothert/Schneider      

   7/14  Durham/Degnan/Moore    Faller 

   7/17  Rothert/Schneider     Truetken    

   7/21  Duff/Howard/Daugherty    Truetken 

   7/24  Lewis/Truetken 

   7/28  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

   7/31  Moore       Truetken 

    

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Lorfing 
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5th Sunday after

Easter

6th Sunday after

Easter

The Ascension of

Our Lord

7th Sunday after

Easter
Day of Pentecost Trinity Sunday Average for period

2017 239 248 39 229 326 229 218

2018 271 188 61 232 313 221 214

2019 232 208 43 246 271 233 206
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word …Deuteronomy 14:22-29  
 

Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving comes up, the conversation inevitably turns to the 
question: “How much should I give?” Answers will vary because the motive behind such questions also 
vary. 

Sometimes the motive behind asking this question is for self-justification. Even though, as Lutherans, 
we know we are not saved by our works but by grace through faith because of Jesus’ substitutionary 
atonement, the natural religion of fallen man is to earn God’s favor by what we do. 

Take, for example, the response of our Lord to the rich young ruler who asked, “What must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” Jesus first tells him to keep the commandments. The rich young ruler responds by 
indicating that all this he has kept from his youth. But Jesus tells him that he lacks one thing: He must sell all 
he has and give it to the poor and then follow Him.  

This rich young ruler went away sad because he was quite wealthy and could not part with his 
possessions. Here we see that those who seek to justify themselves by their giving will hear a response that 
intensifies the duty that God places upon them. Indeed, they will hear a response that makes it impossible to 
win God’s favor by their works. 

But to those who genuinely desire to know their duty as Christians in the arena of giving, we look to 
the Bible for our answer. We believe the Bible is the Word of God. And we know that the Word of God has 
been “breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).  

So, we begin to answer the question, “What should I give?” with the question, “What does the 
Bible say about how much we should give and to whom?” 

The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is that the people of God would give a tithe – 10 
percent – of the first fruits of their labor to support the full-time ministry of the Levites. This is what the 
Lord gave Moses to teach the people: 

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord your God, in the 
place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the 
firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always. And if the way is too long for you, so that 
you are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord 
your God chooses, to set his name there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the 
place that the Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire – oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, 
whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household. And you 
shall not neglect the Levite who is within your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you. At the end of every three years 
you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up within your towns. And the Levite, because he has 
no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and 
eat and be filled, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.” (Deut. 14:22–29) 

This principle of tithing is carried over into the New Testament, though not explicitly by calling 
it a tithe. St. Paul teaches the Church at Corinth the following:  

We are to give to the church regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), 
and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (1 Cor. 16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of 
eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). And all of 
this is because the “Lord has ordained that those who preach the Gospel should make their living by the Gospel” (1 Cor. 
9:14), just as the Levites did. 

This is our New Testament standard. Since Christ became poor for us in order to make us rich in 
Him – blessing us with the riches of heaven – so we have also been so blessed to follow the example of our 
Lord and Savior and give of ourselves and the work of our hands to bless others with the same.  

If we have been lax in this, let us, like our Lord, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross and 
scorned its shame, likewise begin to work toward this goal of regular giving of a generous proportion of the 
first fruits of God’s giving to us.  

And let us do so not begrudgingly, but for the joy set before us – with a spirit of eagerness, 
cheerfulness, and love – to share the blessings of God with those placed into our care. 


