
  

 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures 

here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son 

and Holy Ghost. Amen” 

Dear Parish-family, 

 “The Doxology,” as it is commonly known, is what we sing when we are compelled to 

express our thankfulness for God’s great works of providence among us. We praise God from whom 

all blessings flow with thanksgiving, in this case, because one of the worst years, if not THE worst 

year, of our lives has finally come to an end. Throughout the entire year, we heard this familiar 

refrain from so many: “This is the worst most deplorable year ever. I can’t wait until 2020 comes to 

an end.” 

 Well, that terrible year is over and 2021 is upon us. Are things any better for you? Have they 

suddenly changed and now everything is back to normal? I imagine it’s not. At least, it’s not for me. 

The challenges brought about by COVID 19… the sickness… the separation… the hardships within 

jobs and family… will continue for a good part of this year too. I’m sure you knew that already. The 

turning of the calendar to a new month, a new year, does not automatically fix the difficulties we 

face the days before. I don’t mean to be a downer about 2021. I’m simply stating a fact that we all 

know to be quite obvious. As long as we sojourn here in this fallen, sin-filled world, difficulties will 

continue to saturate our personal stories. 

 Yet, the entrance into a New Year always gives us new hope. And, although we know 

challenges will come upon us this year just like every year in our history, hope is a sure thing. In 

January, we celebrate Epiphany – the season where the baby Jesus born in Bethlehem is made 

known to the world as God in the flesh who comes to save us. The bright star that the Magi followed 

in order to behold the King of kings is a sign for all of us, too. In the darkness of our days, God’s 

light shines. He is our hope and our future. He is the one who says that no matter what, He is with us 

always to the very end of the age. That means He was with us through the struggles of 2020 and will 

be with us this year as well. 

  2021 will begin much like 2020 ended. But there is hope. Yes, scientists are sharing with us 

news of hope. Yes, reporters mention that in time our economy and the overall health of the nation 

will improve. There is hope. However, beloved, Christians always have hope. We’ve always had it 

and always will have it – in Jesus Christ. Jesus is our hope. Jesus is our life. Because we have Jesus, 

the hope and the Savior of the world, hope never eludes us. 

 “Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into 

the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam… God is in the midst of her; she shall not be 

moved. God will help her when morning dawns… The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is 

our fortress” (Psalm 46:2-3, 5, 7). 

Beloved, A Mighty Fortress is Our God!! For 2021 and for all of our days. We can count on it. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 
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Epiphany, Etc. 
 After the 12 days of Christmas, ending on January 5th, the season of Epiphany begins.  In 
2021, this season of the church year carries us through most of the month of January.  
Depending on when Easter is celebrated, the time of celebrating Epiphany can be longer or 
shorter.  But what does the word “Epiphany” mean? We sometimes hear it used today by 
writers, inventors, and scientists who have an “epiphany moment.”  To be sure, there is some 
merit in understanding the word in this way.  The original Greek word from which we derive 
the word “epiphany” means “to be manifested, to appear, to shine light upon or show.”  So 
“Epiphany” fits perfectly as a descriptor for the days that follow the Christmas season. 

 Join us for worship on Wednesday, January 6th at 7pm for our Epiphany Divine 

Service.  This day celebrates the Wise Men’s journey to see the One who is called the “King of 
the Jews.” (Matt. 2:1-12) They followed the star which eventually led to Bethlehem where the 
Christ Child was living with Mary and Joseph.  The Wise Men were gentiles from the east and 
so sometimes Epiphany is called the “Gentile Christmas.”  Historically, Epiphany began to be 
celebrated in the church year well before Christmas (which wasn’t celebrated until around the 
4th century).   

 In observing Epiphany, one of the most ancient and longstanding days of celebration 
within the church year, the faithful have benefited from many godly customs that have come 
to be a part of this day and season.  Due to its proximity to the beginning of the calendar year, 
an announcement of movable holy days could be shared after the Gospel reading.  These 
movable days within the church year include Septuagesima Sunday (the beginning of Pre-
Lent), Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent), the Resurrection of our Lord (Easter Sunday), 
Ascension Day (40 days after Easter), Pentecost (50 days after Easter), and the first Sunday in 
Advent beginning the new church year. 

 Another custom for Epiphany which stems from the particular Gospel for the day 
(Matthew 2:1-12) includes the use of incense.  Among the gifts brought by the Magi to hail the 
Christ child were “gold and frankincense and myrrh” (Matt. 2:11), the latter two of these gifts 
being incense.  Throughout Christendom and even within some Lutheran parishes (not ours), 
incense is used during Epiphany in connection with the Magi and also as a reminder of Christ 
who is the “fragrant offering” that was sacrificed for us (Eph. 5:2).  Throughout the Bible, 
incense is symbolic of Christian prayer (Psalm 141:2, Rev. 5:8, and Rev. 8:2-4).  In addition, 
studies have shown that frankincense specifically contains antimicrobial properties as found in 
other essential oils, and burning and smelling frankincense may decrease anxiety and 
depression in people. 

 Home blessings are another custom associated with the Epiphany season, rooting from 
the Magi visitation to the Christ child in the festival’s Gospel reading (Matthew 2).  It is 
appropriate that homes of Christians be blessed by the Word of God and prayer.  It is 
especially appropriate to have one’s home blessed when newly occupying a home or following 
a renovation.  One or more individual rooms may be blessed.  Your pastors are willing to serve 
you in the blessing of your home, if you so desire it. 

 A blessed Epiphany-tide you, in which Christ makes known Himself to us, most chiefly 
in His Word and Sacraments!                                     
 

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Pre-Kindergarten thru Grade 5 students can access 
the following lessons from our church’s website.  
[Grades 6-12 meet face-to-face in the LYF – David 
Room and Wittenberg Room from 9:15-10:30 AM]. 
 

Jan. 03 – Lesson 1 – “The Idle Idol” 
The Golden Calf 

Jan. 10 – Lesson 2 – “The Tent Descent” 
God with His People 

Jan. 17 – Lesson 3 – “The Fall-Short Report” 
The Twelve Spies 

Jan. 24 – Lesson 4 – “The Unlikely Ally” 
Rahab Believes 

Jan. 31 – Lesson 5 – “The Downfall Wall” 
The Fall of Jericho 

 

 

SR-LYF   JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                         Grades 6-8                             

ICE SKATING AT 

CROWN CENTER 
Sunday, January 3       4:30-7:30 PM 

 

RESERVATION REQUIRED! 
 

Sign-up is quite different this season!  Our group must 
make online reservations for a specific time slot…and 
that reservation is not allowed until 3 days in advance 
of our date.  Please notify Deacon of your interest to 
skate so that he may plan well.  Let him know what 
times will work best for your families. 
 

 

Little Lambs and  Kids For Christ 

     Infant-Kindergarten                  Grades 1-5 

KALEIDOSCOPE 
Saturday, January 9      8:30 AM-Noon 

POSTPONED! 
 

Kaleidoscope is not permitting visitors at this 
time. This event will be rescheduled when 
Kaleidoscope re-opens to the public. 

 

    KFC          JR-LYF 
             Grades 1-5                               Grades 6-8 

SNOW TUBING   
Sunday, January 31        Noon–4 PM 

Kids For Christ and JR-LYF members are invited to an 
afternoon of tubing at Snow Creek (north of Weston) 
on Sunday, January 31.  (SR-LYF members are 
certainly invited too). 
 

We will leave right after second service 
concludes…tube for about 2 hours and 15 minutes, 
then return to church by 4:00 PM.  Cost is $15.00 per 
person (Youth Funds will pay the additional cost). 
Other details can be found in the Fellowship 
Commons, along with the Sign-Up Poster.  SIGN-UP IS 
REQUIRED so that drivers can be put in place.  Please 
sign-up:  poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 
 

LYF SKI TRIP   
 

February 13-14-15, 2021 

POSTPONED TO ‘22 



 
 
 

1/1 Mark Cox 

1/2 Leo Ehlers 

 Joe Graham 

1/5 Jim Moore 

 Sharon Obie 

 Nathan Cox 

 Alexia Pope 

1/6 Tammy Lietzau 

1/7 Tylie Shupe 

1/8 Dave Lackey 

1/9 Lynda Reinert 

 Stephanie Ford 

1/10 Rebecca Schademann 

 Leanne Hilligas 

1/11 Shelly Pfleiderer 

 Donnie Williams 

 Stephen Newhouse 

 Lauren Chastain 

1/12 Rachel Pfleiderer 

 Jacob Arnold 

 Matthew Patrick 

1/13 Amy Stepp 

1/14 Rick Easley 

1/15 Dana Cox 

 Amy Noelker 

 Matthew Lyons 

1/16 Eric Worden 

 Kristen Eagle 

1/17 Margie Oswald 

 Sam Brown 

1/18 Christian Love 

 Nathaniel Patrick 

1/19 Kristianna Patton 

1/20 Becki Graham 

 Isaac Boyd 

1/21 Ellen Dickenson 

 Rhonda McKinnon 

        Elyzabeth Cunningham 

1/22 Karen Daugherty 

 Jennifer Sperl 

         Stephanie Overstreet 

 Maxwell Pfleiderer 

 Lane Brewer 

1/23 Ken Kraft 

1/24 Brenda Johnson 

 Jacqueline Gehrke 

 Chelsey Basch 

 Chloe Pope 

        Zachary van der Linde 

1/25 Nicole Aven 

 Kyle Stites 

 Kathryn Duncan 

1/27 Sara Musil 

 Susan Saving 

 Dallas Boeka 

 Weston Smith 

1/28 Mila Lopez 

1/29 Cheryl Pate 

 Toby Waller 

 Haley Waisner 

1/30 Julia Almstedt 

 Schylar Sperl 

1/31 Carl Niederwimmer 

 Kathlyn Van Winkle 

 Michelle Marriott 

 Rian Lietzau 

         Stephanie Richardson

 

 

******************************************** 

UPDATE: Due to the increase of COVID-19 cases as well as new health orders for Kansas City and 

Platte County, the Elders Committee, by recommendation of the Board of Directors, has implemented 
the following: 

 Starting now, a mask must be worn at all times while moving about the building AND while 
seated at your seat. 

 Please wear your mask to Communion and remove it only while you are taking Communion. 
Return your mask to its original position after receiving Communion. 

 Make sure to sign up for Sunday/Wednesday Services. Our maximum number is 90 attendees. 
Check the website at www.christlc.net 

 Please continue to maintain 6 feet of social distancing (between family groups) while interacting 
in the Narthex and while seated in the sanctuary. 

 Please help sanitize seats and pews after the Service. Wipes and gloves are provided in the 
Narthex. 

Thank you for your assistance with keeping our members and guests healthy. These new measures 
are put into place as a result of the recent city and county orders. Again, thank you for your 
cooperation. In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 

http://www.christlc.net/


   

Discipleship Data 
 

 

Accessions Baptized: 

Dean Alexander Hinkle, son of Stephanie (nee Stumpf) and Dale Hinkle, Nov. 28, 2020 

 

Accessions Communicant: 

Jeremy Dunn, transfer from Risen Savior, Basehor, KS 

Emily Dunn, Kristina Eichhorst, Julie Sahlin, Adult Confirmation 

 

Deletions: 

David Richardson, transfer the Church Triumphant, November 17, 2020 

Scott Levey; Jana, Paul and Michael Silvio – Self-exclusion 

Nadia Morey – whereabouts unknown 

 

New address: 

Cindy Farruggia      Mark Buchholz 

122 Delaware St. Unit 1216    1770 Diamond Pkwy.  Apt. 405 

KC, MO  64105      NKC, MO 64116 

 

Jared Schelp  Dist. 1 to 2    Ken and Terry Kraft  Dist. 6 to 4 

5874 S. National Drive     4404 NW 65th St. 

Parkville, MO  64152     KC, MO 64151 

 

Carolyn Enyeart      Brian Cox 

211 

 

 

 

 

 

We get letters…… 
 

Dear Heidi and all who helped with the blankets, 

Thank you so much for your donations of blankets to our Veterans. 

They will definitely be of use.  

   Sheri Roach, Admissions, Missouri Veterans Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Happy New Year from Christ Lutheran Pre – K! 

It’s hard to believe our school year is half over, it seems like we just 

started. We are very thankful to be starting 2021 and ending 2020. 

Our Bible stories as we start the New Year are Jesus as a young boy, 

Jairus’s daughter lives, Jesus heals a blind man, and Jesus feeds five 

thousand.   

We will continue to learn our letters and their sounds.  Some of our 

classrooms will be starting reading groups this month.  We love to see 

the children blending letter sounds on the road to reading.  

We love to practice our counting and number recognition also.  Some 

days we count by clapping our hands, stomping our feet, or using our 

whisper voice.    

This month we will be celebrating our 100th day of school.  It’s always 

fun to see if the kids decide to dress like they are 100 years old or if 

they wear 100 items on their clothes to celebrate. 

**January 4 – School resumes after Christmas Break 

**January 24 – January 30 – National Lutheran Schools Week 
 

******************************************** 

 

January Acolytes 

  8:00am     10:45am  
 

January  Brian Odegaard    Forrest Boynton 
 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship. 
 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Connor Henry sub 584-2988 
 

Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 
Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 

 

 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – December 17, 2020 

Opening Prayer:  Andrew Spidle   

Study: Pastors  

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o Jeremy Dunn, transfer from Risen Savior, Basehor, KS  

o Emily Dunn, Kristina Eichhorst, Julie Sahlin, Adult Confirmation  

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Dean Alexander Hinkle, son of Stephanie (nee Stumpf) and Dale Hinkle, Nov. 28, 2020 

c) Deletions: 

o David Richardson, transfer the Church Triumphant, November 17, 2020.  

o Scott Levey; Jana, Paul and Michael Silvio – Self-exclusion. 

o Nadia Morey – whereabouts unknown 

 Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by L. Smith/Peer carried. 

 

Minutes:  

A motion by Hollander/Peer to approve the minutes from November 2020 carried. 

 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) Our December 2020 Study – Where in the World is God by Hal Senkbeil.  Next year we will continue with these 

sermons from Dr. Senkbeil.  A new handout of studies for 2021 will be in your box next to the pop machine.  

b) With that… a reminder – each Director has a box next to the pop machine.  Please get into the habit of checking 

your box each time you come to church. 

c) On Sunday, January 3rd at either Service we will be installing the 2021 Directors.  Committee members will be 

asked to stand in their places when we conduct the installation.  Do be sure to attend either the 8 or 10:45 Service 

that day. Please let me know which Service you plan to attend. The installation will take place right after the 

offering. 

d) The Arnolds will be out of town December 26th – Dec. 27th for Christmas. 

e) If you haven’t met with your incoming Director – please do so before the end of the year.  The recruitment and 

ratification of new committee members is very important for us within the next month.  Please give it some 

thought regarding who you would like to ask to serve on your committee.  Also, refer to the Time and Talent 

sheets handed out by the Stewardship Committee. 

f) Centralized Committee Meetings – We will do these quarterly starting February (Tentatively).  Our first meeting 

will be Sunday, February 21st @ 6 P.M.  Let’s kick off the new year by attending and getting off on the right foot 

for the year. 

g) Please remember Christmas Services this year.  Thursday evening, we will have three Christmas Eve celebrations 

4 P.M., (Holy Communion) 6 P.M. and 10 P.M. (Holy Communion) The 4 P.M. and the 10 P.M. Services will be 

identical. Christmas Day Service on Friday will be at 10 A.M. with Holy Communion.  New Year’s Eve 

celebration (Thursday) will be at 7 P.M. on the 31st with Holy Communion. 

h) If you have the chance – you can help with “Church Decorating” on Saturday the 19th.  The Decorating starts at 9 

A.M.  All are invited.  ALSO, don’t forget about the opportunity to purchase poinsettias for the sanctuary. 

i) Oromo Church update: Oromo Congregation has chosen a name – Oromo Evangelical Lutheran Church. They 

have submitted a Constitution and Bylaws to the District for review. This is the first step in order to charter as an 

LCMS congregation. Pastor Abdi’s permanent residency application is in process. 

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) Please pick up your offering envelopes for 2021.  They are located on tables in the narthex. They will be taken 

down/mailed out after January 10th.  

b) Do make it a point to contact those who are interested in serving on your committee for 2021.  Refer to the Time 

and Talent worksheet for your committee. 

c) If you do not currently attend one of our Bible studies, please do join one or more this coming new year of 2021. 

d) On Wednesday January 6th at 7 P.M. we will celebrate Epiphany Day with a special Divine Service that evening.  

Please do joy us for this festival.  

e) The Froilands will be on vacation Dec. 28th-January 2nd. 

f) I will be preaching at Immanuel Lutheran in Salisbury, MO on Sunday January 10th.    

 



Deacon’s Report:  
a) Sunday School lessons for children in PK through Grade 5 are still being provided via the church website.   

b) Students in Grades 6-12+ have been meeting in person for 14+ weeks, with Kristy Rothert and Deacon providing 

leadership for the group. 

c) Pre-K through Grade 5 will resume in-person meetings at a to-be-determined date. 

d) Tuesday morning Adult Bible study, Wednesday evening Women’s Bible Study, Friday morning Men’s Bible 

Study, and Sunday evening Adult Information Classes (now completed) have been meeting in person. 

e) In-Person Weekday School sessions continue to be held on campus.  Registrations/enrollments are low, 

particularly grades 2-3. 

f) The Weekday School children sang as part of the Advent service on December 16. 

g) VBS dates for 2021 being planned for August 2-5. 

 

President’s Report:    
a) As 2020 comes to a close, I would be remiss if I did not reflect back on the challenges we faced throughout the 

year.  Simply put, we overcame huge obstacles to our norm and put in place a new normal that has served us well, 

at least temporarily.  Today, very little of our Church week is as it was on January 1st.  We should all be proud of 

our resolve in making sound decisions, sometimes with difficult and confusing information, for the betterment of 

our Congregation.  We are leaving 2020 behind with many lessons learned and a bright future ahead.  Thank you 

to Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland and Deacon Buchholz.  Your leadership and guidance, with the grace of God, 

has served us well and will continue to do so into 2021. 
 

Thank you to all the Directors.  Especially those who are completing the second year of your term.  As mentioned, 

this has not been an easy year but your leadership has been invaluable:  Stephen O’Toole; Chuck Eberth; Jeff 

Ferguson; and Andrew Spidle.  A special Thank you to Derek Rothert and John Peer who stepped in mid-ship to 
take over as Directors for positions that were not yet expired.   
 

For those entering the second year of your term, thank you for hanging tough, through all the challenges.  My 

prayer is that 2021 will see a return to normal so that your leadership and the mission of your respective duties 

and committees can prevail:  Shawn Smith; Russell Hollander; Rick Birch; Duane Leimkuehler; Lowell Smith; 

Matt Wittmaier; Marcus Smith; and Greg Nowlin.  
 

I want to also thank the new incoming Directors for your commitment to serving on the leadership team of Christ 
Lutheran:  Charley Buckner; Steve Foutch; Tommy France; Dan Jones; John Peer; and James Thomas.  
 

A very special thank you to Joe Graham for taking on the position of President.  It’s comforting to know we are in 

great hands!!  Finally, a huge Thank You to our entire Parish Family.  Thank you for your unwavering support 
and understanding during this difficult year.    
 

Blessings and Merry Christmas to all, 

Roger A. Lewis    

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

 

Continuing Business: 

a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update – Replaced light bulbs near church entrances. 

b) Grounds Committee: Sign Repair Project – Dan Jones has been in contact with the company that built the original 
sign, Sign Craft, who may be able to perform the repair work. 

c) Buildings Committee: Church Doors Project – Continuing to explore options and seek bids  

d) Buildings Committee: Brick Wall Repair Project – Anticipating this project being completed in the Spring 

e) Office Copier Proposal – Motion by L. Smith/Peer to contract with Toshiba for two new printers for the office 
and the Pre-K carried. 

f) Oromo Lutheran Congregation Update – The Oromo congregation has filed their Constitution and By-Laws with 

the Missouri District of the LCMS for review as part of the process for them chartering as an LCMS 

congregation. 

g) Coronavirus Update – We continue to monitor the situation to ensure compliance with local mandates and to 

maintain the safety of the congregation.   

 

 

 

 



New Business: 

a) Memorial Gift: Advent Banners to be paid for by Jerry Johnson and Bob Goodwin Fund – Motion by L. 

Smith/Eberth to receive on behalf of the congregation the gift of Advent banners from the Jerry Johnson and Bob 

Goodwin memorial funds carried. 

b) Installation of New and Current Directors for 2021: January 3, 2021 – Let Pastor know if you can make it, and at 

which service.   
   

Announcements: 

       a)   Next BOD Meeting 1/21/2021  
 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by L. Smith/Spidle @ 8:22 pm carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Shawn Smith 

Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander, Secretary 

Next BoD Meeting:  January 21 @ 7pm;     Opening Prayer: Graham/S. Smith;      Closing Prayer: Hollander/Foutch 

BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Ongoing search for additional vendors to provide bids for outside door replacement.  

I will be contacting Bob Quayle about repairs on the decorative brick wall. 

Pre-K / Tumble Town had a furnace problem that Casey fixed. 

Thank you to all who participated in the fall cleanup – much appreciated! Some of the ‘inside’ work that was 

completed:  

    • Replace burned-out light bulbs in Ephphatha room.  

    • Pews and other woodwork cleaned & treated in the Sanctuary 

    • Replace and re-aim floodlights lights in Sanctuary 

    • Windows cleaned 

    • Upstairs furnace room cleaned 

    • Gutters cleaned 

Future Projects:  Timers & Lights, flashing repair/reattachment for 6609 Camden, new sidewalks and 

approaches on West side of church, wood restoration in sanctuary, pew resurfacing. 
Education 

Stephen O’Toole 
Pre-K Checking Account Balance $160,468.   

Enrollment currently stands at 89 students with wait-lists for multiple classrooms.   

Mr Rogers Tree Service will be removing both walnut trees on the playground next month. 

Continued discussion regarding accepting government assistance for qualified students through the Missouri 

Department of Social Services. Our admin assistant and Pre-K Director will present a study to the committee 

at our January meeting. 

“EZ Care” Childcare software purchased and staff is currently training on its use / application. 

Culver's and Papa John's fundraiser nights brought in over $450.00. 

Two staff members and one student currently in quarantine due to possible COVID-19 exposure. The student 

was not exhibiting symptoms and has not been in the building since before Thanksgiving break. 

The School Education Committee is looking for at least one additional member. If you or someone you know 

at Christ Lutheran would be willing to serve, please contact Kristina Fredde, myself, or one of the Pastors. 

Passed: Full-time Employee Health Coverage paid with Pre-K Funds 
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Church Calls 1, Phone Calls 29, Attempted Phone Calls 19. 

 
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
No activities to report for November. 

Finance 

Marcus Smith 
November Plate Offerings: $51,482, $8,118 BELOW budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $618,356, Deficit:  $37,240 BELOW budget. 
Grounds 

Chuck Eberth 
No maintenance issues at this point in time. 

Some stump and bush removal and landscape upgrades took place in November. Landscaper will be 

removing the red bud tree at the NW corner of the church.   

Snow removal crew schedule has been published. 

Fall Clean-up day was Saturday, November 21st. Raked and chopped up a lot of leaves, cleaned fence line 

and flower beds, moved gravel in the playground, trimmed shrubs, burned the brush pile and hauled away the 

larger limbs and branches.  



Thank you to all who participated: 

DJ Dammann, Dave and Denice Lackey, John Henrichs, Greg Nowlin, Howard and Douglas Gibson, Mason 

and Shane Rogers, Jeff and Kathy Ferguson, Phil Daley, The Froiland Family, Kirk, Connor, and Collin 

Henry, Stephen O’Toole. Steve Brulja, And one Pre-K father named Aaron whose last name I missed. 

 

Still in need volunteers to assist with the grounds and snow removal. If you know anyone that would be 

interested, please have them contact Dan Jones.  
OASIS 

Derek Rothert 
No in-person activities to report for November/December.  All potential activities for January are on hold. 

 
Outreach 

John Peer 
No calls were made in November.  

Preparing the 2021 Greeters schedule.   
Public Relations 

Duane 
Leimkuehler 

As of November 30, Daniel and Nadia Zacapa have moved out of the apartment we sponsor.  We delivered 

their Christmas gifts from Christ Lutheran to the Hillcrest office on Monday, December 14.  The coat and 

clothing drive will continue until December 20th.  All donated items will be taken to Our Redeemer that 

week.   
Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 95 (20) v. 166 (19) v. 153 (18) 

Sunday live streams average 239 views across the past 17 live streams. 
 Treasurer 

Andrew Spidle 
Offerings were under budget in November by $8,118 /  YTD $37,240 under. 

Expenses were under budget in November by $4,631 / YTD $49,624under. 

At the end of November, there was a $83,484 surplus of cash to restricted funds including $69,300 of PPP 

funds.   
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Past Events: 

Dec 6 – Christmas Shopping for Others 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Jan 3 – Ice Skating/Plaza Lights/Pizza 

Jan 31 – Snow Tubing 
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

 Lewis x O’Toole x Eberth x Ferguson x Pr. Arnold 

x S. Smith x L. Smith  Rothert x Spidle  x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Wittmaier x Peer x Nowlin x Deac. Buchholz 

x Birch  M. Smith x Leimkuehler     

Other Attendees:  Joe Graham, Tommy France, Steve Foutch 
 

 

********************************** 

Would you like to be included in the emails that come from 

your Church?  If so, please give your email information to 

the church office indicating that you want to be included.  If 

you haven’t been getting the emails, you either aren’t on the 

list or we have an outdated email address for you.  
 

 

 

 
Are you on Facebook?  If so, ‘like’ our 
church page!  It is “Christ Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod.”  Find it, ‘like’ it, and share 
it – let your friends know about the work God 
is doing in and through our congregation.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – January 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 

NO Men’s  
Bible Study 

2 

3  Installation of Directors both Services 
8am - Divine Service            
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
4:30pm – LYF Ice Skating/Plaza Lights 

4 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

5 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

6   Epiphany 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Epiphany 
Service - LS 

7 

7pm – Elders 
(Zoom) 

8 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

9 

9am - Remove 
and store 
Christmas 
decorations 

10 

8am - Divine Service  - LS           
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
  

11 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

12 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

13 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

14 

6:30pm - Bells 
 

15 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

16 

17 

8am - Divine Service            
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

18 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

19 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

20 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS 

21 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Board of 
Directors 

22 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon – 
Shepherd’s Staff 
Deadline 

23 

24 

8am - Divine Service  - LS           
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2-4pm – MLA Open House @ MLA 

25 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

26 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

27 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

28 

9am - Pastors 
Conference at 
Holy Cross 
6:30pm - Bells 

29 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

30 

31 

8am - Divine Service  - LS          
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
Noon – KFC/LYF Snow Tubing 
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Acolytes:  8am – Brian Odegaard   10:45am – Forrest Boynton 
 

Head Ushers:   8am – Tom Chastain  10:45am – Howard Gibson 

Ushers:  8am – Ken Kraft 

  10:45am – Doug Gibson, Charley Buckner  

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Faller 10:45am – Ferguson 

    Midweek:  6th – Henrichs; 13th – Lewis; 20th – Rothert/S.Smith; 27th – Pietsch  
 

Greeters:   8am – Kirk and Kelly Henry  10:45am – Jeff and Kathy Ferguson 
 

Counter:  Terry and Ken Kraft 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   1/3  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   1/6  Oswald/Moore 

   1/9  9am – Remove and Store Decorations 

   1/10  Degnan/Durham/Moore    Faller     

   1/13  Rothert/Schneider     Faller 

   1/17  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Wittmaier 

   1/20  Rothert/Moore 

   1/24  O’Toole/Steffens/Wittmaier    Faller 

   1/27  Lewis/Wittmaier      Wittmaier 

   1/31  Harrison/Durham      Faller 

            
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Watson 
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For Home Devotions (“+” for a brief order) 

L:  In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

     Hymn of the Month 

+  Verse of the Week 

     One of the appointed readings for the week 

     Devotion from a devotional book 

+  Lord’s Prayer (w/prayers for others, the Church, and the world). 

L:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

December 27th – January 2nd – The First Sunday after Christmas 

Introit:  Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits your house, 

O Lord, forevermore.  Your throne is established from of old; you are 

from everlasting.  

Psalm 89:1-8 + Isaiah 11:1-5 + Galatians 4:1-7 + Luke 2:22-40 

 

January 3rd – 9th – The Baptism of our Lord 

Verse of the Week: Teach me to do your will, for you are my God!  

   Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground!  

Psalm 85 + Joshua 3:1-17 + 1st Corinthians 1:26-31 + Matthew 3:13-17 

 

January 10th – 16th – 1st Sunday after Epiphany 

Verse of the Week: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve 

the Lord with gladness! 

Psalm 20:1-15 + 1 Kings 8:6-13 + Romans 12:1-5 + Luke 2:41-52 

 

January 17th – 21st – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany  

Verse of the Week: Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his 

hosts! 

Psalm 67 + Amos 9:11-15 + Ephesians 5:22-33 + John 2:1-11 

 

January 24th – 30th – The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Verse of the Week: Sing to the Lord; tell of his salvation from day to 

 day.  Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works 

 among all the peoples! 

Psalm 2 + Exodus 34:29-35 + 2 Peter 1:16-21 + Matthew 17:1-9 

 

 

 

 

January 31st – February 6th – Septuagesima 

Tract:  Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord!  O Lord, hear my voice! 

Psalm 95:1-9 + Exodus 17:1-7 + 1st Corin. 9:24-10:5 + Matt. 20:1-16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Month 
 

410 Within the Father’s House 

 

 
 

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls 

    And teach us by Thy grace 

Each dim revealing of Thyself 

    With loving awe to trace 

 

D 6 Till we behold Thy face 

    And know as we are known 

Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    Coequal Three in One. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Acts 20:35 

It’s a new year. It’s a time when we reflect on the year past in order to improve the year to come. 
It’s a time when we sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part 
of that is planning our stewardship for the coming year. 

Often, we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless, but it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is 
really quite simple and full of joy. So, here are some tips to make that planning less stressful. Begin by 
answering these three questions: 

 Who are you? 

 To whom do I give? 

 And how much? 
 

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of 
God’s Word? Are you a citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these 
three estates: church, society, and family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our 
struggles, our difficulties, and our questions arise in giving to the Church. 

So, what is our duty as members of the Church with regard to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, 
gives us a guide. If you are a hearer – one among the faithful who receives the Word – St. Paul taught: 
“Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). This means that our 
local parish-family is first and most important for your giving. 

Your pastors are the ones called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed 
sacraments to you.  Our parish-family is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us 
to give to the Church, He has our parish-family in mind. For “the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the 
gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). 
How much do we give to our parish-family? Our only instructions are to give: 

 Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2); 

 Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12); 

 Generously (2 Cor. 8:20); 

 Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and 

 With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 
Cor. 8:23). 
 

In other words, giving to the Church is not to be an afterthought—given after everything else is 
spent.  It is to be deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping 
in mind our own strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything 
else is spent. 

From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. 10% was the standard for 
the Israelites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask 
yourself: Do we really want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the 
New Testament Church (to reach all people to the ends of the earth) bigger or smaller than the job 
given to Israel (to care for only one specific tribe of people)? 

And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with 
love, not out of compulsion. For through the preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the 
sacraments, God has made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised 
us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This 
makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 

It’s that easy. And it’s joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take 
part in the work that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel 
as well as those who are in need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in 
service to the Lord as priestly members of His kingdom. 


