
  

Special People of our Special God! 
I’m sure you have already been inundated with the many and various predictions that always 

come about at the end/beginning of the New Year.  In fact, it seems that the whole of society 

is caught up, at this time of any year, with attempts at “seeing” what the New Year might 

bring and be like. People love to try to predict the future. 

That’s Okay. That’s just human nature, I suppose, but we will leave all of the 

prognostications to the members of the media and others. 

Instead, at the very beginning of the Year of our Lord 2020, I would like to focus attention 

and vision on the sight that is much clearer: namely, the past twelve months that we now 

have numbered 2019.  The happy events, the good things, the Christ-honoring deeds, 

thoughts and words of us do not really need to be recounted.  Those things are easily and 

joyously remembered by us and called up in our memory.  Rather, I would like to ask you to 

focus your attention on those events, deeds, thoughts, words of 2019 that each of us 

(individually) and many of us (collectively) would just as soon not remember: namely, those 

deeds-done, thoughts-thought and words-spoken that did not bring honor to Christ Jesus or 

benediction into our lives.  In other words: SIN, the sins of 2019.  You know what ones 

especially and particularly trouble you.  I know what ones especially and particularly trouble 

me. 

What could be conceivably good in recalling these sins?  The “good” is the Good Word from 

our Great God: “…as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our 

transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12).  Our gracious God has removed ALL of our sins of 

2019, by placing them on the shoulders of Jesus Christ, who, in turn, died in payment of 

those sins and rose again to verify that the sins of 2019 are as far away from us, “as the east 

is from the west.” They are “forgotten” by our Lord as only our Lord can do.  Should those 

sins be forgotten by us as well?  First of all, it’s a difficult/impossible challenge to forget our 

sins and the sins of others.  Second, they should be remembered as sins that are forgiven. 

They should be remembered with the intent that by the power of the Holy Spirit they are to 

be avoided in 2020.  That power of the Holy Spirit is yours through the Word of God, 

through the fact that we live in our Baptisms daily, and the precious gift of the forgiveness of 

sins given in Holy Communion.  Do be “a part” and not “apart” of the forgiveness of sins 

given in His Word and His table this New Year.  Divine Service on Sunday mornings and 

Wednesday evenings is where His forgiveness is gifted to us. 

For you and yours, I pray for a “sins-forgiven” but, also, a “sins-remembered” 2020.  The 

bless you and keep you now and in the New Year. 

In His Service, 

Pastor Arnold 
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“Please Show Me Your Glory” 
 “Moses said, ‘Please show me Your Glory’” (Exodus 33:18).  The hallmark of the 
Epiphany season is the fuller revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ who is both God 
and man.  The Sunday gospels of this year’s Epiphany season do much in showing 
Christ’s divinity and humanity, culminating in the season’s final Sunday, the 
Transfiguration.  God’s servant Moses desired to see God in all His glory as proof 
that the Lord would come through on His promises.  Moses was uneasy believing in 
God’s gracious presence strictly on the basis of His words and signs.  Just once he 
wanted to see the Lord in all His divine light and being.  This was not uncommon 
throughout the Scriptures.  Philip had essentially the same request (John 14:8).   

 We also want proof that God’s promised presence is real.  But we’re often 
made uneasy at the thought of simply believing in God’s presence on the basis of 
His Word and Sacraments.  If God Himself came down and baptized, preached, 
spoke Absolution, and distributed the Supper, we would surely trust His presence.   

 The Lord flatly refused Moses the visible sight of His majestic Godhead.  “My 
face you cannot see; for no man shall see Me and live” (Ex. 33:20).  Still, veiled in 
God’s statement, is the fact that He would someday appear to the world in His 
human nature, though many centuries after Moses’ time.   

 Moses’ eyes were veiled; yet He would still see the Messiah’s person, work, 
blessings, and bloody path to the Father in veiled figures such as the sacrificial altar 
(Ex. 25:17), the Passover lamb (Ex. 12:5), and the bronze serpent (Num. 21:8).  In the 
New Testament, God allowed the collapse of the ceremonial law and the Levitical 
priesthood and unveiled every veiled figure by showing Christ and His works in 
pure clarity throughout the world.  From that time, the works of the Messiah are still 
deeply marveled at.   

 But how do we know the invisible God in this world? Outside His Word, you 
can neither see nor find God for you.  So we should all the more listen to Christ’s 
words when He speaks from the pulpit.  We should all the more see His works in 
Holy Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  There He makes all His goodness revealed in 
our ears, eyes, and heart.   

 What’s more, on the Last Day, God will remove the veil of the whole world 
and let all things perishable on this side of eternity collapse in a heap.  Then with 
free and fearless eyes, we will see God face to face eternally in His majesty, as He is.  
Then, we will know Him, even as we are known (1 Cor. 13:12).   

 So while eternity is veiled, be part of God’s unseen presence in our parish-
family.  Here, we continually remain with the Rock of our Salvation.  Hear the 
Gospel.  Receive the Sacrament.  Experience God’s presence weekly, until the time 
when we behold His divine glory face to face in heaven.       

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

Little Lambs and  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                   Grades 1-5 

KALEIDOSCOPE 
Saturday, January 11   8:30 AM-Noon 

 

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ are invited to travel to 
Crown Center to experience Kaleidoscope.  After a Fun 
Family Session, we will head over to Fritz’s Railroad 
Café where each family will have the opportunity to 
eat together at their own expense.  Please sign-up:  
poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

SR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                             

LYF TRIVIA NIGHT 

FUN’RAISER 
Saturday, Jan. 25         5:00-8:00 PM 

 

Our Eleventh Annual LYF “Trivia Night Fun’Raiser” will 
be held on Saturday, January 25, beginning with “set-
up” anytime after 5:00 PM.  This year’s edition will 
take place in our very own Ephphatha Room.  
 

Those who wish to play are asked to make a $15.00 
donation for their “seat” (collected on the night of the 
event), and are encouraged to group themselves 
together into teams of 5-10 people.  Participants are 
asked to bring their own snacks and any non-
alcoholic beverages that they would like.    
 

Proceeds from this fun event are being used to send 
youth and adults to the Higher Things Youth 
Conference in Grand Rapids, MI this coming July.  
Many side-trips are being planned, including: 
Frankenmuth, MI; Mackinac Island; Sleeping Bear 
Dune; and Hannibal, MO.  
 

 

 

ALL-YOUTH/ALL AGES 
FAMILY GAMES NIGHT  
Sunday, January 19    6:00-8:00 PM 

 

     KFC          JR-LYF 
             Grades 1-5                               Grades 6-8 

SNOW TUBING   

SNOW CREEK 
Sunday, February 9      Noon–4 PM 

Kids For Christ and JR-LYF members are invited to an 
afternoon of tubing at Snow Creek (north of Weston) 
on Sunday, February 9.  (SR-LYF members are 
certainly invited too). 
 

We will leave right after second service 
concludes…tube for about 2 hours and 15 minutes, 
then return to church by 4:00 PM.  Cost is $20 per 
person (Youth Funds will pay the additional cost). 
Other details can be found in the Fellowship 
Commons, along with the Sign-Up Poster.  SIGN-UP IS 
REQUIRED so that drivers can be put in place.  Please 
sign-up:  poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


January - March Acolytes 
  8:00am     10:45am  
 

January Gus Jones, Brian Odegaard   Brandon Cuda, Dallas Boeka 
  
February Chadron Cummins    Alex Smith, Peter Oetting 
Ash Wednesday: 2/26 – Gus Jones, Dallas Boeka 
 
March  Connor Henry     Joseph Winfrey, Jarien Montgomery 
Lent services: 3/4 – Brian Odegaard; 3/11 – Chadron Cummins; 3/18 – Brandon Cuda; 3/25 – Alex Smith 

 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

 
 
 

******************************************************************* 
 

OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

2020 College Students 
 

If you have not done so already, please inform the church office, of a current address 

for our college students.  OASIS will need a verified student address in order plan for 

our February 14, Valentine Party.  Thank you for your help! 

 

Donation Table for College Care Packages 
 

January 19 - February 14, OASIS will have a collection table near the kitchen, where the 

congregation can donate items for our college student care packages, which will be 

assembled in February. Examples of items to donate are: individual packages of gum, 

pretzels, snack crackers, cookies, granola bars, candy, highlighters, sticky notes, and 

other items that might be useful or fun for studying.  (Chips and liquids are not 

suggested). For questions please see Judy Gibson or a member of the OASIS committee.  

Thanks! 

 

Christmas Party 
 

Thank you to everyone that attended the OASIS Christmas Party and assisted with the 

assembly of the cookie platters.  Thank you to Carolyn Enyeart who blessed us with her 

talents on the piano and helped us carry a tune.  We appreciate and thank you for the 

cookie donations for the platters, Lynda Reinert, Georgia Witt, Carole Fredericks, Jan 

Sittig, Vonnie Niederwimmer, Kathy Ferguson, Lizette Watson, Eunice Littleton, Janet 

Corbett, Aimee Truetken, Andrea Arnold, Pat Rodina, Kelly Henrichs, & Joyce Degnan.  



 

Happy New Year from Christ Lutheran Pre – K! 

It’s hard to believe our school year is half over, it seems like we just 

started.  

Our Bible stories as we start the New Year are Jesus as a young boy, 

Jairus’ daughter lives, Jesus heals a blind man, and Jesus feeds five 

thousand.   

We will continue to learn our letters and their sounds.  Some of our 

classrooms will be starting reading groups this month.  We love to see 

the children blending letter sounds on the road to reading.  

We love to practice our counting and number recognition also.  Some 

days we count by clapping our hands, stomping our feet, or using our 

whisper voice.  Four of our classrooms will be counting to 100 by the end 

of the year.   

This month we will be celebrating our 100th day of school.  It’s always 

fun to see if the kids decide to dress like they are 100 years old or if 

they wear 100 items on their clothes to celebrate. 

 

**January 6 – School resumes after Christmas Break 

**January 26 – January 31 – National Lutheran Schools Week 
 

 

******************************************** 

 
Hillcrest Adopt a Family Christmas Program 
On behalf of the Public Relations committee, we 

wish to thank the many members that made 

donations to the resident family and the Hillcrest 

pantry during Christmas.  

Those gifts made a significant impact on several 

lives.  

Gary and Bev Bartek 

 



Discipleship Data 
 

Accessions Baptized: 

Slade Matthew Overstreet, son of Stephanie and Dustin Overstreet 

 

Accessions Communicant: 

Nazaneen Nawkhas, Adult Baptism and Confirmation  

 

Deletions: 

Becky Koffman (Bryson and Aubrey), released at own request 

Stefanie Montalvo (Dominic and Aurora), Diana Pence, Austin Seymour, Lindsey Seymour, 

released by self-exclusion 

 
 

 
 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Heidi and Larry Scroggins who shared very important information regarding 
the ‘Real ID’ drivers licensing and process! 
Orchids to those that hosted, provided and helped with goodies and coffee following the Wednesday 
morning Advent services, Lynda Reinert, Becky Belt, Mary Groth, Laurel Eggerstedt, Vonnie 

Niederwimmer, Marilyn Steffens, Eunice and Deacon. 
Orchids to everyone who baked and donated cookies for our cookies plates – and to the OASIS members who 
put the plates together. 
Orchids to all who went Christmas caroling.  We had a wonderful time, and MLA joined in the fun. Special 
thanks to Joe and Becki Graham for hosting the get-together afterwards.  We all enjoyed the fellowship and 
goodies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

1/1 Mark Cox 

1/2 Leo Ehlers 

 Joe Graham 

1/5 Jim Moore 

 Sharon Obie 

 Nathan Cox 

 Alexia Pope 

1/6 Tammy Lietzau 

1/7 Tylie Shupe 

1/8 Dave Lackey 

1/9 Lynda Reinert 

 Stephanie Ford 

1/10 Rebecca Schademann 

 Leanne Hilligas 

1/11 Shelly Pfleiderer 

 Donnie Williams 

 Stephen Newhouse 

 Lauren Chastain 

1/12 Jacob Arnold 

 Rachel Pfleiderer 

 Matthew Patrick 

1/13 Amy Stepp 

1/14 Rick Easley 

1/15 Dana Cox 

 Amy Noelker 

 Matthew Lyons 

1/16 Eric Worden 

 Kristin Eagle 

1/17 Margie Oswald 

 Sam Brown 

1/19 Christian Lowe 

 Nathaniel Patrick 

 Kristianna Patton 

1/20 Becki Graham 

 Isaac Boyd 

1/21 Ellen Dickeson 

 Rhonda McKinnon 

        Elyzabeth Cunningham 

1/22 Karen Daugherty 

 Jennifer Sperl 

        Stephanie Overstreet 

 Maxwell Pfleiderer 

 Lane Brewer 

1/23 Ken Kraft 

1/24 Brenda Johnson 

 Jacqueline Gehrke 

 Chelsey Basch 

 Chloe Pope 

        Zachary van der Linde 

1/25 Nicole Aven 

 Kyle Stites 

 Kathryn Duncan 

1/27 Sara Musil 

 Susan Saving 

 Dallas Boeka 

 Weston Smith 

1/28 Mila Lopez 

1/29 Cheryl Pate 

 Toby Waller 

 Haley Waisner 

1/30 Julia Almstedt 

 Schylar Sperl 

1/31 Carl Niederwimmer 

 Kathlyn Van Winkle 

 Michelle Marriott 

 Rian Lietzau 

        Stephanie Richardson

 

******************************************** 

 
MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY NEWS 

The Family Christmas Breakfast, hosted by the MLA National Junior Honor 
Society, was a huge success.  The donations collected were over $600 for Bo 
Stell, who is saving for a service dog that will sense his frequent seizures.  Bo is 
a Dravet Warrior and also the great nephew of Pastor and Eunice Rodriguez.  If 
you were unable to attend the breakfast, you may still donate, contact Lisa 
Martens at 816-217-6177.  Any amount would be appreciated by Bo’s family.   

 

Thank you for considering a donation to the 2019 MLA Annual CHRISTmas Appeal.  The 
forms can be found in your mailboxes, on the MLA bulletin board, or can be downloaded from 
the MLA website.  www.martinlutheracademy.org 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - MLA needs volunteers to serve lunch on Tuesday and/or 
Thursday from 10:30 – 1 pm.  If you can help please call Rhonda at 816-734-1060. 

http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


Christ Lutheran Church 

Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting  

November 21, 2019 

Opening Prayer:  Andrew Spidle Study: Pastors  
 

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o Nazaneen Nawkhas, Adult Baptism and Confirmation December 1, 2019 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Slade Matthew Overstreet, November 24, 2019 

c) Deletions: 

o Becky Koffman (Bryson and Aubrey), released at own request 

o Stefanie Montalvo (Dominic and Aurora); Diana Pence; Austin Seymour and 

o Lindsey Seymour, released by self-exclusion 

Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by L. Smith/Winfrey carried  
 

Minutes:  

A motion by L. Smith/Winfrey to approve the minutes as amended from November 2019 carried. 
 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) Our December 2019 Study – “By Faith or By Sight… Where in the World is God” by Hal Senkbeil.  Next year 

we will continue with the sermons from Dr. Senkbeil.  A new handout of studies for 2020 will be in your box next 

to the pop machine.  

b) With that… a reminder – each Director has a box next to the pop machine.  Please get into the habit of checking 

your box each time you come to church. 

c) On Sunday, January 5th at both Services we will be installing the 2020 Directors.  Committee members will be 

asked to stand in their places when we conduct the installation.  Do be sure to attend either the 8 or 10:45 Service 

that day.  The installation will take place right after the offering. 

d) Advent/Children’s Christmas Program – Wed. Dec. 18th @ 6:30 p.m. 

e) Arnolds will be out of town December 26th – Dec. 28th visiting family for Christmas. 

f) If you haven’t met with your incoming Director – please do so before the end of the year.  The recruitment and 

ratification of new committee members is very important for us within the next month.  Please give it some 

thought regarding who you would like to ask to serve on your committee.  Also, refer to the Time and Talent 

sheets handed out by the Stewardship Committee. 

g) Centralized Committee Meetings – We will do these quarterly.  Our first meeting will be Sunday, February 9th @ 

7 p.m. Let’s kick off the new year by attending and getting off on the right foot for the year. 

h) Please remember Christmas Services this year.  Tuesday evening, we will have our Christmas Eve celebrations at 

6 P.M. and 10 P.M.  Christmas Day Service on Wednesday will be at 10 A.M. with Holy Communion.   New 

Year’s Eve celebration (Tuesday) will be at 7 P.M. on the 31st with Holy Communion.   

i) If you have the chance – you can help with “Church Decorating” on Saturday the 21st.  The Decorating starts at 9 

A.M.  All are invited.  ALSO, don’t forget about the opportunity to purchase poinsettias for the sanctuary.  On the 

14th in the afternoon – all Parish Christmas Caroling.  Meet at the church at 2pm p.m. 

j) MLA will have their Christmas Program on Friday, Dec. 13th at 6:30 p.m. at MLA. The Pre-K Programs are here 

at Church on Dec. 17th and Dec. 19th… both at 6:30pm 
 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) Please pick up your offering envelopes for 2020.  They are located on tables in the narthex. They will be taken 

down/mailed out after January 12th.  

b) Saturday December 21st at 9am will be the day for Christmas decorating at the church.  Un-decorating will take 

place on Saturday, January 11th.   

c) If you do not currently attend one of our Bible studies, please do join one or more this coming new year of 2020.     
 

Deacon’s Report:  
a) Sunday Morning: October  Attendance 91 v 69 (’18) 

b) During the Week: October Attendance 24 v 28 (18) 

c) Weekday School: October Attendance 44 v 43 (18)  

d) Thrivent Choice $5,985 YTD 

e) Likely next summer dates are July 27-30 2020 for VBS, committee to form in January 

f) Activities listed in youth below 



President’s Report:    
a) Thank you to outgoing directors, your service is much appreciated. 

 

Committee Reports: (below) 
 

Continuing Business: 
a) Security Updates 

a. Four Cameras installed, remaining work will be completed over time. 

b. Partition installed, improved door locks for the partition still to come 

b) Construction Update 

a. Installation for the fence is scheduled for 12/9. 
 

New Business: 

a) Pastor Abdi Residency Application and Colloquy.  Goal is for Pr. Abdi to become an LCMS pastor and for the 

Oromo congregation to eventually become a self-sufficient LCMS congregation with their own facility.  2.5 year 

timeframe for Pr. Abdi to renew visa, get permanent resident status, and colloquize into the LCMS ministerium.  

We expect to continue our friendship and cooperation with the Oromo congregation throughout this process and 

beyond.   
 

Announcements: 

a) Next Meeting January 16 @ 7pm 
 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by Smith/Rogers @ 8:17pm carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 
 

Closing Prayer:   Lowell Smith  

Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander as proxy for Philip Daley, Secretary 

Next BoD Meeting: Jan.16 @ 7pm    Opening Prayer: Lewis/Shawn Smith    Closing Prayer: Hollander/Henry 

BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

John Winfrey 
Thank you for support in this role over the past 4 years.  Evergy rebate has been submitted, the amount we 

are advised to expect to receive by the end of the month is $2,450.  Waiting on door locks for panic release 

on the new partition, also guide rails for lights.  Lowell is working on additional video cameras.  Repairs 

complete at Maple Lane Parsonage, committee met on 12/8 to prioritize upcoming projects for 2020.  
Education 

Stephen 

O’Toole 

Enrollment is now 101 students, 3 additional families enrolling in January.  Due to banking changes, no 

balance at this time.  The new fencing that is being installed has been paid for.  Pre-K Christmas programs 

Dec 17 and 19 at 6:30 PM.  McDonalds and PapaJohns fund raisers last week went well.  A new data 

system will be implemented beginning in January.   
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Home Calls 5; church calls 8; phone calls 3; other calls 2 attempted. 

Introduction letters sent 14; Advent Calls made 31 

Two more cameras were installed: one at the north Pre-K entrance and one at the south Pre-K entrance for 

a total of four cameras in operation now. 

32” 4K monitor bought and installed in Church office for viewing activity on current four security 

cameras. Will be able to view all twelve cameras.    

10” Tablet purchased for mobile viewing of cameras – being installed. 

New security partition installed between sanctuary and overflow area. Locking mechanism needs to be 

added to each of the two egress doors.  
Fellowship 

Jason Hester 
Donuts after first service on 12/15 and pizza and salad for advent service on 12/18. 

Finance 

Steve Foutch 
Nov. Plate Offerings: $53,294, $4,868 below budget.  YTD Plate Offerings Deficit;  ($17,620) below 

budget.    Total Plate Offerings $53,294 
Grounds 

Chuck Eberth 
Thank You to Tom Chastain for repairing the white fence out front. 

No other maintenance issues at this time.  Routine mower maintenance in progress. 

Still in need of volunteers for snow crews. 
OASIS 

Kirk Henry 
No report submitted. 

Outreach 

Matt Miller 
Callers for Christ met on 12/08/19, there were 2 this month.  Next meeting is 01/12/20 @ 2pm.  Possible 

Pre-K trunk/garage sale in 2020, may be an Outreach opportunity.  Ran a Facebook ad with the assistance 

of Becki Graham for 3 days prior to Wednesday’s Advent service, which was shown to 568 people, 

engagement was 79 people, 3 photo clicks, and 4 shares.  Demographics of the ad recipients were 64% 

female 35% male, ages 18-24 5%, 25-34 10%, 35-44% <10%, 45-54 10%, 55-64 15%, 65+ 20%.  Plan to 

continue running ads for Advent and Christmas services.   



Public 

Relations 

Gary Bartek 

New member Kristen has arrived and the church met her and her son with gifts. 

A list of potential Christmas gifts is available if members are willing to give. 

Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 169 (19) v. 149 (18) v 166 (17) 

 Treasurer 

Andrew Spidle 
Offerings were under budget in November by $4,957 /  YTD $14,718 under 

Expenses were under budget in November by $3,368 /YTD $24,825 under 
Education and 

Youth 

Shane Rogers 

Planned Activities 

12/14 All Youth and Congregation Christmas Caroling for others 

12/18 Children’s Christmas Presentation  

1/04/20 Kaleidoscope and Fritz’s RR Café 

1/12 Ice Skating/Plaza Lights 

1/19 Family Games Night 

1/25 Trivia Night 

2/9 Tubing at Snow Creek 
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

O Daley (proxy)  Henry  Bartek X Rogers X Pr. Arnold 

X Winfrey O Eberth (proxy)   O O’Toole (proxy) X Pr. Froiland 

X Lewis  Ferguson X Spidle  Hester X Deac. Buchholz 

X Smith X Faller   X Miller X Foutch 

Other Attendees:  Russell Hollander (proxy for Phil Daley), Duane Leimkuehler, Matt Wittmaier, Rick Birch, Shawn 
Smith, D.J. Dammann (proxy for Chuck Eberth), Troy Fredde (proxy for Stephen O’Toole), Greg Nowlin  

########################################### 

We get letters…… 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 

Thank you very much for the donation of 50 fleece blankets through the Friday Action 

Team. Your 50 blankets will be perfect this year.  30 will go to homeless and 20 will go 

directly to the children brought by the homeless or "barely homed".  Thank you and 

bless all of you.  Our Redeemer Lutheran Church - Pat Enomoto 
 

Dear friends at Christ Lutheran- 

Thank you for the Christmas gift!  I appreciate that you remember me in this way, and will forward 

to using the gift card and the devotional book.  What a blessing this congregation has been to me. 

 May God continue to bless the work done in His kingdom.   

        In His love and service, Eunice Rodriguez 
 

Dear Parish Family. 

Thank you for the generous monetary gift you have given my family and me.  I know I have said it 

before and I will continue to say it; we are so blessed to be part of a wonderful church family.  I 

have the best job in the world and can't see myself doing anything else.  Blessings, Kristina Fredde 
 

Thank you, everyone, for the thoughtful gift at Christmas.  I cherish serving you as organist.  Have a 

blessed new year!  Carolyn Enyeart 
 

Dear Parish-family, 

Thank you so very much for the kind, generous and thoughtful Christmas gift that you, the parish-

family, gave to the Arnolds again this year.  We continue to feel very blessed to be here in Platte 

Woods, serving all of you and praising God together.  We also received many cards, notes and 

well-wishes… along with additional individual gifts from many of you.  We can’t thank all of you 

enough for your thoughtfulness during this very special season of the Church-year. 

     In Christ’s Service   Pastor, Andrea, Jacob and Benjamin Arnold  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – January 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1   New Year’s Day 

NO Weekday School 
NO Moms’ Bible Study 
NO Midweek Service  

2 

7pm - Bells  
3 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

4 

8:30am-Noon - 
LL&KFC @ 
Kaleidoscope 
 

5  

Installation of New Directors both Services 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

6  Epiphany 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

7 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

8 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

9 

7pm - Elders 
7pm - Bells  

10 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

11 

11am - van der 
Linde Funeral 
 
Afternoon -
Christmas 
Decoration 
Removal 

12 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
2pm - Callers for Christ 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
4pm – SR&JR/LYF Ice Skating @ Crown 
Center and Plaza Lights 

13 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

14 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

15 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

16 

7pm - Board 
of Directors 
7pm - Bells  

17 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon – 
Shepherd’s 
Staff 
Deadline 

18 

19 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
6:00pm – Family Game Night  
  

20 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

21 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

22 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

23 

7pm - Bells  
24 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

25 

5:30-8pm - Trivia 
Fun’Raiser 

26 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

27 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

28 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
11:30am – 
Collate 
Shepherd’s 
Staff 
7:30pm - Choir 

29 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

30 

Pastors’ Conf. 
@ St. Stephen 
7pm - Bells  

31 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
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Acolytes:  8am – Gus Jones, Brian Odegaard   10:45am – Brandon Cuda, Dallas Boeka 
  
 
Head Ushers:   8am – Tom Chastain  10:45am – Howard Gibson 

Ushers:  8am – Dan Jones, Ken Kraft      

  10:45am – Douglas Gibson, Charley Buckner 
 

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Sperl   10:45am – Ferguson 

    Midweek:  8th - Watson; 15th - Hollander; 22nd - Lyons; 29th - Rothert 
  

 

Greeters:   8am –  10:45am –  
 

 
Counter:   

 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   1/5  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   1/8  Rothert/Moore 

   1/11  Afternoon - Remove Christmas Decorations 

   1/12  Durham/Degnan/Moore    Faller  

   1/15  Rothert/Schneider     Faller 

   1/19  Duff/Howard/Daugherty    Truetken 

   1/22  Lewis/Truetken      

   1/26  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

   1/29  Moore       Truetken 

       

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Durham 
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
 

It’s a new year.  And with a new year comes the time where we take stock of the previous year 
to change what needs to be changed and to improve what needs to be improved.  Let’s consider then 
our stewardship of the things that God has given to us, only out of His Fatherly, Divine goodness and 
mercy.  

St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.  As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he 
has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.’  He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 
and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way for all 
your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor 9:6–11). 

The Apostle tells us that the Lord of All will both supply and increase what we need to give to the 
church for its work in and for the world.  He tells us that this work that God is doing in us will enrich 
and bless us in every way, and, through this, it will produce thanksgiving to God.  With this in mind, 
here is some practical advice to help you take stock of your giving of years past, which will help you to 
change what needs to be changed and improve what needs to be improved … 

1. Attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation for you.  If 
you’ve not been faithful in attending worship to hear the preaching of God’s Word, to receive 
forgiveness, and feast of the rich food of our Lord’s Body and Blood for the eternal benefit of your 
body and soul, then repent and come to receive the gifts God freely gives.  God doesn’t want your 
money.  He wants you—all of you (Matt 22:20–22).  

2. Ask the Lord for help.  Your right as a Christian is to speak freely with your Father, the King of all 
creation, through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Go to the throne of grace and ask for strength and 
wisdom to follow His bidding faithfully (John 15:1–16). 

3. Consider what the Church is and what the Church does.  The Church is a mercy place.  It inhales 
the mercy of the Father by the death, resurrection, and ascension of His Son through the preaching of 
the Gospel and the Sacraments.  It exhales this mercy in love toward the neighbor.  You are numbered 
among the saints of the Church on earth; you are a brother or sister within God’s family.  Thus, you 
are not only a recipient of God’s mercy, but a bearer of that mercy for the life of the world.  
You spread that mercy in showing mercy through the generous giving of your income to support the 
work of the Church in and for the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament (Lev 27:1–34). 

4. Designate your current giving in light of the New Testament’s teaching on supporting the 
work of the Church.  For many of us, this took place in October for Stewardship Sunday.  Are you 
honoring that commitment you made? Are you giving of your first fruits (taking it out of your 
paycheck first) or does God get what’s left over? Are you giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you 
giving proportionally and generously? The Old Testament required a tithe, 10%.  The New Testament 
gives freedom to be generous, to give more for the Church’s work. Are you relying on God’s promise 
to provide and increase what you need to do His work? If your answer is “no” to any of these 
questions, repent.  If God gave you His only Son, will He not provide for you all things, even 
physical things? Trust Him.  Trust His Word and heed it.  

5. Entrust for the year a generous proportion of your income: God’s gift to you for this body and 
life.  You are children of the New Covenant.  You are free to give more because you have been given 
more.  There is no limit!  

 
 



 

 


