
 
 

 A very blessed New Year to all! God in His graciousness has given us yet another year of 

life. We pray God’s blessings upon our year to come. We know we have much before us… the good, 

the bad and the ugly. But through it all, God promises to remain and sustain. He is with us and He 

keeps us. Thanks be to God. 

 I began to think about what I wrote for the front page of The Shepherd’s Staff at this time last 

year. I knew, of course, I talked about the pandemic. I was sure of it… but what did I say? So, I 

looked back and reread what I wrote. Below is one of the paragraphs I wrote for January’s issue of 

The Shepherd’s Staff. It still applies to our lives today. All we have to do is substitute “2021” with 

“2022.” Here is what I wrote: 

Well, that terrible year is over and 2021 is upon us. Are things any better for 

you? Have they suddenly changed and now everything is back to normal? I 

imagine it’s not. At least, it’s not for me. The challenges brought about by 

COVID 19… the sickness… the separation… the hardships within jobs and 

family… will continue for a good part of this year too. I’m sure you knew 

that already. The turning of the calendar to a new month, a new year, does 

not automatically fix the difficulties we face the days before. I don’t mean to 

be a downer about 2021. I’m simply stating a fact that we all know to be 

quite obvious. As long as we sojourn here in this fallen, sin-filled world, 

difficulties will continue to saturate our personal stories.   

 Instead of saying, “for a good part of this year” of 2021, I should have said, “for the entire 

year.” Will the pandemic plague us for the entire year of 2022 as well? Probably so. At this point, 

we may think that there is no end in sight. Maybe, in some way, we will always be doing something 

to stave off this very persistent virus. There is the sense that this change in our “way of life” will 

become the world’s “new normal.” That’s discouraging. That brings fear and trepidation to our 

hearts. 

 Jesus tells us in John 16:33 that His teaching has a very important purpose. “I have said these 

things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; 

I have overcome the world.” No doubt that we have tribulation. A global pandemic is an excellent 

example. But Jesus points out that He does two very important things: He brings peace and He 

overcomes the world.  

 We need peace. Our hearts are restless with the fears and anxieties brought about in the 

present age. Yet we have a God who knows our troubled hearts. What is more, He has experienced it 

Himself. What is even more, He comes along side of us, shows us that He is with us in His Word, 

comforts us and sustains us in our times of trouble. This is God’s peace for you. 

 We need Jesus to overcome the world. And He has. We clearly see the evil in this world. It 

seems to prevail. And though for a time evil dominates, it will not prevail. Jesus promises to 

overcome the world. That means He has overcome the devil, the world and all our sins. God 

promises to overcome the world.  Thanks be to God. 

 My prayer for this New Year is that God keep you and strengthen you in His peace and 

comfort. I pray earnestly for you and yours. I pray for this fallen world that it may see the light and 

turn from its evil ways. I pray for the strength of the church that it might continue to be a beacon of 

light in this very dark and discouraging world. God will prevail. Jesus has overcome the world. 

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 
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When Children Became Persons 

 This January 22
nd

 marks the 49
th
 anniversary of Roe versus Wade, the US Supreme Court 

case that legalized the abortion of unborn children.  It has become a day when many people 

(religious or not) gather and march for the rights of the unborn as well as religious people pray 

for the legal protection of unborn children.  And even as I write this article, the Supreme Court 

considers Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health, a case that could have potential positive impacts 

on laws protecting human life.   

 Roe v. Wade was in some ways the beginning of personhood theory—a philosophy that 

defines a separation between the body and the person.  Proponents of personhood theory 

justify abortion by this thinking: “What is critical is personal status, not merely human status,” 

“A fertilized ovum evidently is human life but is not a person,” “The life of a human organism 

begins at conception, but the life of a person—a being with some level of self-awareness—does 

not begin so early.”  In other words, genetically defective fetuses and newborns do not attain 

the status of personhood: they are sub-personal organisms and therefore fail to qualify for the 

right to life.  All men are created equal; yet it seems that some are just more equal than others.                     

 People often claim that laws legalizing abortion are neutral; the idea being that since no 

one agrees when life begins, the state should remain neutral by permitting abortion.  They try to 

place personal choice over other’s rights: “If you don’t like abortion, don’t have an abortion.”  

But if you follow this logic you could say, “If you don’t like slavery, don’t own slaves.”  

Therefore laws permitting abortion are not neutral.  They exclude babies in the womb from 

constitutional protection.  Former Supreme Court Justice Harry Blackmun makes this clear when 

he ruled on Roe v. Wade: “The word ‘person,’ as used in the Fourteenth Amendment, does not 

include the unborn.  If the fetus were recognized as a person, then abortion would necessarily 

be illegal.  If the suggestion of personhood is established … the fetus’ right to life would then be 

guaranteed.” Bingo! 

 Jesus has something to say on this topic: all children (even the unborn) are not 

contemptible but to be cherished: “See that you do not look down on one of these little ones 

… Whoever welcomes one child like this in my name welcomes me.”  Our Lord even held up 

children as a positive example for adults to emulate: “Unless you are converted and become like 

little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  “Let the little children come to me 

… for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  These truths went underground from 

the public along with persecuted Christianity during the first centuries in the Roman Empire.  

However when Christianity became tolerated, it was about sixty years later (AD 374) that 

infanticide was outlawed in the Roman Empire. 

 Abortion is already creating an attitude that having a child is merely a lifestyle choice, an 

accessory to enrich adult lives and meet adult needs.  There is no guarantee that our society will 

continue to offer special protections to children.  But our Lord embodies life.  The God who 

made heaven and earth humbled Himself to become a child.  He lived a life of poverty and 

weakness, then submitted to death, even death on a cross.  This was the ultimate form of shame 

and humiliation—the execution of Jesus was the most appalling scandal.  A radical message 

from Christ’s death is that basic human rights and personhood do not depend on status or 

power or stage of life.  At the foot of the cross, the poor, the slave, the oppressed, the young, 

and the weak are all equal to the rich and powerful.  So we too value each human life.    

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Froiland 
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CAP-GLOVE-MITTEN TREE 
Near the Ephphatha Room to Benefit:  

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
 

 
 

Collection ends on January 6. 
 

SR-LYF   JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                         Grades 6-8                             

CROWN CENTER 

ICE SKATING  

PIZZA NEAR THE PLAZA  
Sunday, January 9       5:30-8:00 PM 

LYF members, their friends, and parents/drivers are 
invited to travel to Crown Center’s Ice Terrace for 
60 minutes of ice skating.  We will leave from 
church at 5:30 PM (tell Deacon if you plan to meet 
the group instead) and try to get on the ice as soon 
as close to 6:00 PM as possible.   
 

After skating we will grab a bite to eat at Pizza 51, 
then drive thru the Plaza to see the Christmas lights 
one last time for the season.  $ 10.00 per-person 
will cover ALL expenses.  Please sign-up:  poster in 
the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 
 
 

LL / KFC / JR-LYF / SR-LYF 

FAMILY GAMES NIGHT  
Sunday, January 16    6:00-8:00 PM 

 
 
 
 
 

COMING SOON: 
 

TWELFTH ANNUAL 
TRIVIA NIGHT FUN’RAISER 

 

Sunday, February 6th  
4:00 PM – 6:30 PM 

 

CINDER BLOCK BREWERY 

110 E. 18th Avenue 
NORTH KANSAS CITY, MO 

 

NO MORE THAN 8 PLAYERS PER TEAM! 
 

SR-LYF   JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                         Grades 6-8                             

 

February 19-20-21 – Ski Trip 
Chestnut Mountain – Galena, 

Illinois 
THERE IS STILL ROOM! 

 



  Christ Lutheran Youth 
2022 Activities Calendar

 

 

SR-LYF                                          (Grades 9-12) 
 

SU 01-09 Ice Skating / Plaza Lights / Pizza   5:30 PM  
SU 01-16 All Youth Family Games Night    6:00 PM 
SU 02-06 Trivia Night Fun”Raiser at Cinder Block   4:00 PM 
SA-MO   Fe. 19-21 LYF Ski Trip / Bible Study Weekend – Galena, IL 
SU 02-27 Sunday Afternoon at the AMC     T. B. D. 
WE 03-02 Ash Wednesday Meal – NLYG Group   5:30 PM 
WE 03-09 Evening Lent Meal – HLYG Group   5:30 PM 
SU 03-27 Escape Room     5:30 PM 
SA 04-16 Easter Preparation Day    9:00 AM 
SU 04-17 Easter Breakfast     7:00 AM 
SU 04-24 Go-Karting at Power Play        Noon 
TBD      Ap. 22-30 SHINE: Missouri District Youth-Led Service Event 
SU 05-01 Mini-Golf / Fast Food Progressive Lunch     Noon 
SU 06-05 All Youth Family Games Night   6:00 PM 
TU-WE   Jl. 05-13 National Lutheran Youth Gathering – Houston, TX 

SU 07-31 Senior Recognition Day    9:30 AM 
FR 08-05 All-Youth Pool Party at The Springs   5:30 PM  
SA 09-17 Saturday Night at the Twin Drive-In   8:00 PM 
SU 10-09 Commitment Day ’23 Servant Event / Higher Things  
SU 10-16 Liberty Corn Maze     2:00 PM 
SU 11-06 Escape Room      5:30 PM 
SU 12-04 Christmas Shopping for Others    5:00 PM 
SA 12-10 Christmas Caroling to Others    2:00 PM 
 

 JR-LYF                                (Grades 6-8) 
 

SU 01-09 Ice Skating / Plaza Lights / Pizza   5:30 PM  
SU 01-16 All Youth Family Games Night    6:00 PM 
SA 02-12 Bumper Bowling at Gladstone Bowl   2:00 PM 
SA-MO   Fe. 19-21 LYF Ski Trip / Bible Study Weekend – Galena, IL 
WE 03-02 Ash Wednesday Meal – NLYG Group   5:30 PM 
WE 03-09 Evening Lent Meal – NLYG Group   5:30 PM 
SU 03-27 Escape Room     5:30 PM 
SA 04-16 Easter Preparation Day    9:00 AM 
SU 04-17 Host Easter Egg Hunt    7:00 AM 
SU 04-24 Go-Karting at Power Play        Noon 
TBD      Ap. 22-30 SHINE: Missouri District Youth-Led Service Event 
SU 05-01 Mini-Golf / Fast Food Progressive Lunch     Noon 
WE 05-11 Host Weekday School Movie Night   4:30 PM 
SU 06-05 All Youth Family Games Night   6:00 PM 
FR 08-05 All-Youth Pool Party at The Springs   5:30 PM  
SA 09-17 Saturday Night at the Twin Drive-In   8:00 PM 
SU 10-09 Commitment Day ’23 Servant Event / Higher Things  
SU 10-16 Liberty Corn Maze     2:00 PM 
SU 11-06 Escape Room      5:30 PM 
FR-SU   No. 11-13 Confirmation Retreat-Heit’s Point Lutheran Camp 

SU 12-04 Christmas Shopping for Others    5:00 PM 
SA 12-10 Christmas Caroling to Others    2:00 PM 
 

Kids For Christ                (Grades 1-5) 
 

SU 01-16 All Youth Family Games Night    6:00 PM 
SA 02-12 Bumper Bowling – Gladstone Bowl    2:00 PM 
SA 03-05 Day at the Kansas City Zoo  10:00 AM 
SU 04-17 Easter Egg Hunt   10:15 AM 
WE 05-12 Weekday School Movie Night    4:30 PM 
SA 06-04 Kaleidoscope & Fritz’s Railroad Café    8:45 AM 
SU 06-05 All Youth Family Games Night   6:00 PM 
MO-TH   Jl. 25-28 Christ Lutheran Vacation Bible School   9:00 AM 
FR 08-05 All-Youth Pool Party at The Springs   5:30 PM  
SU 09-11 Play Day and Ice Cream at EH Young   2:00 PM 
FR 10-07 Christ Lutheran Outdoor Movie Night   7:00 PM 
SU 10-16 Carolyn’s Country Pumpkins Outing   2:00 PM 
SU 11-13 Christmas Ornament-Making Day   4:00 PM  
SA 12-10 Christmas Caroling to Others    2:00 PM 
WE 12-14 Children Sing at Advent Meal/Service    T. B. D. 
 

 Little Lambs         (Infant-Kindergarten) 
 

SU 01-16 All Youth Family Games Night    6:00 PM 
SA 02-12 Bumper Bowling – Gladstone Bowl    2:00 PM 
SA 03-05 Day at the Kansas City Zoo  10:00 AM 
SU 04-17 Easter Egg Hunt   10:15 AM 
SA 06-04 Kaleidoscope & Fritz’s Railroad Café    8:45 AM 
SU 06-05 All Youth Family Games Night   6:00 PM 
MO-TH   Jl. 25-28 Christ Lutheran Vacation Bible School   9:00 AM 
FR 08-05 All-Youth Pool Party at The Springs   5:30 PM  
SU 09-11 Play Day and Ice Cream at EH Young   2:00 PM 
FR 10-07 Christ Lutheran Outdoor Movie Night   7:00 PM 
SU 10-16 Carolyn’s Country Pumpkins Outing   2:00 PM 
SU 11-13 Christmas Ornament-Making Day   4:00 PM  
SA 12-10 Christmas Caroling to Others    2:00 PM 
WE 12-14 Children Sing at Advent Meal/Service    T. B. D. 
 

Times listed are the “beginning times” for each event.  Details for 
each and every activity will be shared via Bulletin Announcements, 
Shepherd’s Staff articles, Weekday Word articles, and sign-up 
posters in the Church’s Fellowship Commons. Events in bold 
orange are overnight events. Please consider volunteering for any 
and every opportunity that may be available as a driver, a chaperone, 
or as an assistant leader for an event. 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

1/1 Mark Cox 

 Miles Lyons 

1/2 Leo Ehlers 

1/5 Suzan Crystal-Unruh 

 Sharon Obie 

 Nathan Cox 

 Alexia Pope 

1/7 Tylie Shupe 

1/8 David Lackey 

1/9 Lynda Reinert 

 Stephanie Ford 

1/10 Rebecca Schademann 

 Leanne Hilligas 

1/11 Shelly Pfleiderer 

 Donnie Williams 

1/12 Rachel Pfleiderer 

 Jacob Arnold 

 Matthew Patrick 

1/13 Amy Stepp 

1/14 Rick Easley 

1/15 Dana Cox 

 Amy Noelker 

 Matthew Lyons 

 

1/16 Gerry Jensen 

 Eric Worden 

 Kristen Eagle 

1/17 Margie Oswald  

 Sam Brown 

1/19 Christian Lowe 

 Nathaniel Patrick 

 Kristianna Patrick 

1/20 Becki Graham 

 Isaac Boyd 

1/21 Ellen Dickeson 

 Rhonda McKinnon 

        Elyzabeth Cunningham 

1/22 Karen Daugherty 

 Jennifer Sperl 

         Stephanie Overstreet 

 Maxwell Pfleiderer 

 Lane Brewer 

 Grant Longnecker 

1/23 Ken Kraft 

1/24 Brenda Johnson 

 Jacqueline Gehrke 

 Chelsey Basch 

 Chloe Pope 

        Zachary van der Linde 

1/25 Nicole Aven 

 Kyle Stites 

 Kathryn Duncan 

1/26  Beth Dandini 

1/27 Julie Lorfing 

 Sara Musil 

 Susan Saving 

 Dallas Boeka 

 Weston Smith 

1/28 Mila Lopez 

 Jackson Kennison 

1/29 Cheryl Pate 

 Toby Waller 

 Haley Waisner 

1/30 Julia Almstedt 

 Schylar Sperl 

1/31 Carl Niederwimmer 

 Kathlyn Van Winkle 

 Michelle Marriott 

         Stephanie Richardson 

 

 

 

******************************************** 

IN MEMORIAM 
Martha Jeanne Carr 

December 17, 1930 – November 29, 2021 
 

Lauren Elizabeth Chastain 

January 11, 1992 – December 1, 2021 
 

Gregory Dean Stumpf 

October 10, 1951 – December 20, 2021 
 

Norma Lee Flenker 

November 5, 1931 – December 21, 2021 
 
 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 
 

 
 



Ladies’ Bunco will begin soon.  We will meet the 

second Monday of each month beginning January 

10, 2022 at 6 p.m.  We dine and socialize before 

we begin playing so please bring an appetizer or 

dish you would like to share and whatever your 

favorite drink may be.   Please contact Janet 

Jones with your information and to let her know 

if you will be attending the first game night.  Once we have everyone's 

email addresses, she will start an email chain to keep everyone in the loop 

and include more detailed information regarding logistics and hosts.  Don't 

feel shy about not knowing how to play the game, it is super easy and 

some of us are rusty in our Bunco playing skills as well.  It is a fun night 

of fellowship and a way to get to know each other better.   

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

January Acolytes 

   8:00am     10:45am  
 

January  Brian Odegaard    Alex Smith 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare  
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship. 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Joseph Froiland 10:45am 746-2407 
Connor Henry sub 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Levi Jones  8am 547-4751 
Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 

 

Discipleship Data 
 

Deletions: 

Martha Carr – transfer to the Church Triumphant, November 29, 2021 

Lauren Chastain – transfer to the Church Triumphant, December 1, 2021 
 

New address: 

Pfc. Patrick, Matthew    Wilma Chandler 

HHC 3-66 AR BN     8559 N. Line Creek Pkwy.  Apt. 232 

APO  AE  09015     KC, MO 64154 

 

New number: 

Albert Bennetts – 816-437-9918 



 

Happy New Year from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten! 
 

It’s hard to believe our school year is half over, it seems like we just started. We 

are very thankful to be ending 2021 healthy and blessed in many ways. We are 

just as thankful to be starting 2022 healthy and blessed in many ways also.   

Our Bible stories as we start the New Year are Jesus as a young boy, Jairus’ 

daughter lives, Jesus heals a blind man, and Jesus feeds five thousand.   

We continue to learn our letters and their sounds.  Mrs. Kassulke’s class started 

reading groups before Christmas; some of our other classrooms will be starting 

reading groups this month.  We love to see and hear the children blending letter 

sounds on the road to reading.  

We love to practice our counting and number recognition also.  Some days we 

count by clapping our hands, stomping our feet, or using our whisper voice. We are 

well on our way to counting to 100.   

This month we will be celebrating our 100th day of school.  It’s always fun to see if 

the kids decide to dress like they are 100 years old or if they decide to wear 100 

items on their clothes to celebrate. 

**January 5th – School resumes after Christmas Break 

**January 7th – MLA students visit & read stories to each of our classes 

**January 17th – No School, Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

**January 23rd – 29th – National Lutheran Schools Week 

**January 31st – 100th Day of School (If no snow days prior) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

New Organ Update: Installation of our new 
Allen Organ is set for January 17th and 18th. 
God willing, installation will be complete by 
Wednesday the 19th so we can have our 
regular Service with organ music.  



We get letters…… 
  

Dear friends and fellow members at Christ Lutheran, 

Thank you to everyone who came by to visit, called, sent cards and notes, 

brought over food, and attended Lauren’s funeral.  We do appreciate all the 

love and kindness everyone has shown during this difficult time. Because of 

Jesus death and resurrection, we know that Lauren is now in His presence and 

is at peace forever!  Praise Him for His love and care.  Barb and Tom Chastain 

 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran, 

Thank you for the Amazon gift card, coaster, and the “bonus” check that I received for 

Christmas! I appreciate your thoughtfulness and look forward to using these items. Thank 

you for the cookies, too. I am so thankful for the friendships I have made while working 

here at Christ Lutheran, and appreciate the blessing so many have been to me. God’s 

blessings to you all in the New Year!  In His service, Eunice Rodriguez 

 

Dear Fellow Redeemed, 

Thank you again for your tremendous generosity by way of the check that was presented 

to our family this Christmas.  We are ever amazed by your great kindness to us; it’s a 

marvelous joy to be in your midst! 

In Christ, 

Pastor and Sara Froiland, Joseph, Lydia, Isaac, Emmalynn, Adeline, Hannah, and Thomas  

 

Dear Church Family,  

Thank you so much for the Christmas gift this year. I truly appreciate the thoughtfulness 

and generosity. It is a blessing to be serving the little ones of the Christ Lutheran Pre-K. 

Thank you all for your partnership and the support you give to us throughout the year. 

Blessings to you and yours in the New Year. - Emily Sharp, Room 5 

 

Dear Parish family, 

Thank you so very kindly for another blessed Christmas gift that came at the end of the 

year for our family. We remain so tremendously blessed by all of your love and support. 

We thank God every day for His undeserved gifts shown to us through Christ Lutheran 

Church. We couldn’t ask for a more loving and caring church family. May God continue to 

bless you and keep you for the remainder of our Christmas/Epiphany Season. Again, 

thank you.  Pastor and Andrea Arnold 

 

Thanks for the Christmas gifts; they’re very much appreciated.  I thoroughly enjoy leading 

the bell choir and working alongside the players. We all strive to enhance the worship 

services when we play.  Tanya Cvetan 

 
***************************************************************************************** 

Pick up your offering envelopes. 
The offering envelopes for 2022 are available on the table in the narthex.  It will 

be greatly appreciated if you would please pick up your offering envelopes so 
that mailing costs are not incurred.  Thank you. 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – December 16, 2021 

Opening Prayer:  Greg Nowlin   

Study: Pastors  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o No action as there was not a quorum of elders 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o None 

c) Deletions: 

o No action as there was not a quorum of elders 

Minutes:  

A motion by Hollander/Jones to approve the minutes from November 2021 carried. 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) Our Directors’ 2022 Study – The Divine Service. We will study the parts of the liturgy… what they 

mean and why they are significant. You study will be placed in your box next to the pop machine. 

b) With that… a reminder – each Director has a box next to the pop machine.  Please get into the habit of 

checking your box each time you come to church. 

c) On Sunday, January 2nd at either Service we will be installing the 2022 Directors.  Committee members 

will be asked to stand in their places when we conduct the installation.  Do be sure to attend either the 8 

or 10:45 Service that day. Please let me know which Service you plan to attend. The installation will 

take place right after the offering. 

d) Arnolds will be out of town December 27th – Dec. 29th for Christmas. 

e) If you haven’t met with your incoming Director – please do so before the end of the year.  The 

recruitment and ratification of new committee members is very important for us within the next month.  

Please give it some thought regarding who you would like to ask to serve on your committee.  Also, 

refer to the Time and Talent sheets handed out by the Stewardship Committee. 

f) Centralized Committee Meetings – We will do these quarterly starting February (Tentatively).  Our first 

meeting will be Sunday, February 20th @ 6 P.M. Let’s kick off the new year by attending and getting 

off on the right foot for the year. 

g) Please remember Christmas Services this year.  We will have three Christmas Eve celebrations 3 P.M. 

(Holy Communion), 6 P.M. and 10 P.M. (Holy Communion). The 3 P.M. and the 10 P.M. Services will 

be identical. Christmas Day Service will be at 10 A.M. with Holy Communion.  New Year’s Eve 

celebration (Friday) will be at 7 P.M. on the 31st with Holy Communion. There will be no Wednesday 

Service on the 22nd or 29th. 

h) If you have the chance – you can help with “Church Decorating” on Saturday the 18th.  The Decorating 

starts at 9 A.M.  All are invited.  ALSO, don’t forget about the opportunity to purchase poinsettias for 

the sanctuary. 

i) Oromo Church update…  

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) Please pick up your offering envelopes for 2022.  They are located on tables in the narthex. They will be 

taken down after January 9th.  

b) Do make it a point to contact those who are interested in serving on your committee for 2022.  Jeff 

Ferguson has done a great service in compiling the Time and Talent worksheet for your use.  Refer to 

this worksheet for forming your committee. 

c) On Thursday January 6th at 7pm we will celebrate Epiphany Day with a special Divine Service that 

evening.  Please do join us for this festival. 

d) MLA update: on Dec. 5th Principal Scott Dixon and EC chairman Mr. Nathan Gosch presented 

highlights of this school year and introduced MLA’s capital campaign which focuses on developing 

newly acquired land and property improvements.    

e) Holy Cross Vacancy update:  they have their next call meeting on January 9 and there are 3 candidates 

they will be voting on.   



 

Deacon’s Report:  

a) Sunday School students and teachers are in the middle of Unit 8 of the Enduring Faith curriculum, 

“Jesus Saves the World” 

b) Many thanks to our Sunday School Staff for 2021-2022:  Pre-K/Kindergarten – Leanne Hilligas; Grades 

1/2 – Shannon Hollander; Grades 3/4/5 – Rachel and Jon Almstedt; Grades 6/7 – Greg Nowlin; Grades 

8/Up – Deacon Buchholz 

c) A Sunday School Superintendent is still needed 

d) Continued thanks to our 2021-2022 Weekday School staff:  Edna Oswald, Grades 1-2; Janessa 

Hackworth, Grades 3-5; Deacon Buchholz, Grades 6-7; Confirmation Pastors Arnold and Froiland.  

Carla Jones serves as Superintendent.  Andrea Arnold serves as Director of Music.  Mindi Shupe serves 

as Kitchen Director.  37 students are registered.   

e) VBS Dates for 2022 will likely be July 25-28 

f) Thirty-seven different men have participated in Dartball so far.  Statistics are being kept and are on 

display on the Dry Erase White Board inside the Ephphatha Room.  Future Dates:  Jan 27, Feb 10, Feb 

27 

g) December 2021 Thrivent Choice dollars received $0.  YTD $3,822. 

 

 

President’s Report:    
a) Please continue to find your back up and submit a proxy. 

b) Visitor discussion follow up – there have been positive interactions with visitors since we last discussed 

this topic 

c) Thank you to Deacon for organizing Dartball, a great opportunity for the men of the congregation to 

fellowship. 

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

 

Continuing Business: 
a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update – New Pre-K and Office Entrance doors will arrive in 

February 

b) Buildings Committee: Church Doors Project 

c) Oromo Lutheran Congregation Update – Joint service on November 21 was successful, and although 

some people did get COVID, no one suffered extremely. 

 

New Business: 

a) Organ fund project update – January 17 and 18 will be the installation of the new organ.  January 21 

there will be a training session for the current organists with the new organ. 

b) Proxies and new committee member ratifications 

   

Announcements: 

 Next BOD Meeting Thursday 1/20/2022 

 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by L. Smith/Nowlin @ 7:49PM carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Rick Birch 

 

Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander, Secretary 

 

Next BoD Meeting: January 20 @ 7pm Opening Prayer: Graham/Hollander 

Closing Prayer: Tom Knopp/Ferguson 
 

 



BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Signed proposal for $12,511.75 from Doug Blodgett @ Janssen Glass for new Pre-K & Office 

doors. 

Full Nelson out for drain cleaning in Pre-K. 

Overhead Door out for garage door opener replacement at a parsonage. 

Sanctuary carpet cleaned.   
 

Future Projects:  New exterior entry door for Sanctuary entrance, Timers and Lights, 6609 Camden 

Flashing Repair, New Sidewalks and Approaches on West Side of Church, Wood Restoration in the 

Sanctuary, Pew Resurfacing 
Education 

Troy Fredde 
- Fall Enrollment for 2021-2022 School Year is at 93-98 

- November Checking Account Balance: $200,524 

- 17 families on the wait list for this school year 

- 6 families on the enrollment list for the 2022/2023 school year 

- Brightwheel continues to be working great, parents love the ACH payments 

- Extended Care:  staff have received raises and are now making $10 per hour 

- Tuition Increase:  looking into a tuition increase for next school year 

- Parent Donation:  A Pre-K parent has generously donated $5,600 to the Pre-K 

- Fundraisers:  Starting to put together information to start up a Capital Campaign for the 

Playground. Small fundraisers are not making enough. 

- Christmas Programs:  Were held Monday December 13, and Tuesday December 14th, and were a 

success with lots of family in attendance.  
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Home Calls 0, Church Calls 6, Phone Calls 1, Attempted Calls 0 
 

Covid-19 Guidelines Review 

1. Will leave offering plate in the Narthex for now.  

2. Intinction to continue to be offered during Holy Communion 

3. Use of masks by Pastors as they greet members after Service is left to their discretion. 
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
- Donut Donations Received:  11/28 - $55, 12/5 - $43, 12/12 - $38 

- 12/15 – Served salad and pizza for last Advent Meal, collected $85 in donations 

- Preparing handing off duties to John Ramos 
Finance 

Marcus Smith 
November Plate Offerings: $50,083, $10,399 BELOW budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $626,215.  Deficit:  $39,089 BELOW budget. 
Grounds 

Dan Jones 
- Snow clean up schedule will come out next week.  All stocked up on ice melt, etc. 

- Have contracted 2 snow removal companies for taking on the parking lots.  Late in season to be 

finding a contractor. 

- Have Hilltop Tree service coming out on Friday to take care of the damaged tree at Pastor 

Froiland’s house. 

- After final leaf mulching planned over the holidays, I will be taking the large Ferris mower in to be 

serviced. 
OASIS 

Tommy France 
- December 10 @ 10 A.M. – A speaker from Tri County spoke on how to manage mental health.  

Approximately 11 people attended.  The group then put cookie trays together to be distributed to 

shut ins. 

- The Action Team has an urgent need for storage of finished sewing projects until distribution.  The 

Action Team will begin preparing in January items for the next year, usually fall and Christmas, 

which need to be stored in a clean, dry, easily accessible space.  The team uses apple boxes which 

stack easily.  Storage availability makes it possible to make many more items for distribution.  If 

you have any space and would like to inquire about offering storage, please contact 

Heidi.scroggins47@gmail.com , (816) 806-6563. 

- OASIS served desserts following the Wednesday Advent services with the help of Eunice and 

Deacon. 
Outreach 

John Peer 
No report. 

 



Public Relations 

Duane 
Leimkuehler 

- The Hillcrest apartment is still being occupied by Ryan Barnett.  

- We delivered Christmas presents to Hillcrest for Ryan and his daughter this past week. 
Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 142 (21) v. 95 (20) v. 166 (19) 

 
 Treasurer 

 James Thomas 
Offerings were under budget in November by $10,399 / YTD $38,550 under. 

Expenses were over budget in November by $10,944 / YTD $34,152 under. 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Past Events 

Dec 5 – Christmas Shopping for Others, Sr/Jr LYF  

Dec 12 – Christmas Caroling for Others 

Dec 15 – Kids sang at Advent service 
 

Preparing to transition directors to Josh Repplinger 
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

x Graham  Fredde x Jones x Ferguson x Pr. Arnold 

 S. Smith x L. Smith  France x Thomas x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Wittmaier  Peer x Nowlin x Deac. Buchholz 

x Birch x M. Smith  Leimkuehler     

Other Attendees:  Tommy Knopp, Stephen O’Toole  
 

Directory of Disciples 
After taking a break from our “Directory of Disciples” last year, we will soon be distributing our 
“Directory of Disciples” for 2022 here at Christ Lutheran.  We would really like to have as much 
correct information in the directory as possible.  Please take a few minutes and check over your 
information in the last directory you have.  Is all the information we have for 
you and your family correct?  Does any information need to be updated? 
Do you have a different address or phone number?  Are you using a cell 
phone in place of a land line? 
What about your children?  Have they moved out on their own but are still 
being listed at your address?   
The “Directory of Disciples” is a great resource for you and your fellow 
members.  Please help us keep this information current.  Just the few minutes 
it takes for you to check your information and call (816-741-0483) or email 
(christlc@christlc.com) with any updates will help your fellow members, your Pastors and Deacon, 
your elders, and the church office.  Thank you! 

 
********************************************************************* 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Carole Fredericks, Lynda Reinert, Pastor and Andrea Arnold, and Jan and Glenn 
Sittig for all their help while I was recovering from covid! I am so blessed to have you all! 
Orchids to Minnie Hester for saving the day and reaching into the offering lock box to pull out the bank 

bags while the key to the box was missing. She was able to pull all the bank bags out so her parents could count the 
offerings. 
Orchids to all who purchased poinsettias: Duane Leimkuehler, Janet Jones, Judy Gibson, Henrichs, Duff, Smith, 
Rothert, Watson, Lewis, Corbett, Arnold, Sittig, Moore, Gerry Jensen, Melissa and Jeremy Wiest, Tom and Tanya 
Cvetan, Marti and Gregg Harrison, Matt and Aimee Wittmaier, Brulja, Almstedt, Turner, Chastain, Easley, 
Fredericks, Repplinger, O’Keefe, and Scroggins.  Thank you! 
Orchids to our weekday school and Sunday School kids who participated in our Children’s Christmas program.  All of 
you did so well.  Thank you to the teacher and helpers as well. 
Orchids to our vocal and handbell choirs… along with all our special musicians and singers for Advent and 
Christmas.  What a joy and blessing to have all of you participate in our festive celebrations. 

mailto:christlc@christlc.com


A Star, Gifts, and Celebration 
By the time Christmas rolls around each year, many people have had their fill of the holidays. After all, you can 
only do so much shopping, decorating, and partying! By the time we exchange our old calendar with one for 
the new year, we're pretty much ready to say good-bye to the holidays.  But for the Christian Church the 
celebration is not quite over. In fact, in some parts of the world the festivities have yet to begin. 
A little history   While today we celebrate Jesus' birth on December 25, it was not always the case. At the very 
beginning, our Lord's birth wasn't celebrated at all. The yearly festival that was first observed was his death 
and resurrection. It wasn't until the second and third centuries that Christians began to observe the birth of 
Christ. Eventually the date on which they settled was January 6. This was the day to rejoice in the incarnation 
of God's Son who came in the flesh in Bethlehem.  It took another three to four centuries before the 
celebration of Jesus' birth was transferred to December 25. The change took place over a long period of time. 
As the new date gained acceptance, January 6 gradually took on a new emphasis that focused on the ways in 
which our Lord revealed his divinity. The name given to this new celebration is Epiphany (from the Greek word 
meaning "to appear"). The focus of Epiphany came to be the story of the Magi who visited the infant Jesus. In 
addition, other significant stories about Jesus were often heard in close proximity to Epiphany, such as his 
baptism and his first miracle in Cana. 
 

Significance for today   Why should Christians be concerned about observing Epiphany? In a sense, it's the 
completion of the Christmas celebration. Jesus' incarnation--the coming of God in the flesh--would mean 
nothing to us had he not revealed this saving miracle to the world. Of course, already on the night of his birth, 
the proclamation went out to the shepherds who then went in search of the child (Luke 2:16-20). By 
celebrating the Epiphany, we delve deeper into the mystery of our Lord's incarnation. It culminates in that 
moment when these noble visitors did the unthinkable--they bowed down to worship the child Jesus (Matt. 
2:11). Only faith called into being by the Word of God could have led them to worship a lowly child. That is the 
significance of the Epiphany, that God determines the places where he reveals himself to us. When the Magi 
arrived in Jerusalem, they went to the king's palace, no doubt confident that this would be the dwelling place 
of a newborn king. But through the word of the prophet Micah God revealed a different plan--not in the king's 
palace but in lowly Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Matt. 2:6). And when they took up their search again and followed 
the star to Bethlehem, they found their newborn king in a humble dwelling with humble parents.  Take a look 
around today and you will see people engaged in one search after another for some sign of God's presence or 
for anything that might reveal his intent and will for their lives. Sadly, they're looking in all the wrong places. 
Rather than trusting in our own feelings, we would do well to follow the example of the Magi and listen to the 
Word of God. In that Word he points us in the right direction so that we too may find Jesus. 
 

An abundance of gifts   After bowing down and worshiping Jesus, the Magi presented him with their costly 
gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. While Holy Scripture assigns no specific meaning to these gifts, tradition 
has suggested some possible meanings. Gold is associated with Jesus' role as king. Frankincense, which was 
burned during the prayers, points to Jesus' role as our high priest who intercedes on our behalf before God. 
And myrrh, one of the spices used in the burial of the dead, points to Jesus' work as the sacrifice for our sins. 
What gifts do we have to bring to our king? Or, in the words of the psalmist, "What shall I render to the Lord 
for all his benefits to me?" (Ps. 116:12). The gifts we bring are our sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise. Again, 
in the words of the psalmist, we "call on the name of the Lord." Receiving God promises in faith is the highest 
worship we can offer, as we continually trust in him. He, after all, has showered us with the most perfect gift, 
his only Son and the benefits of forgiveness, life, and salvation that he won for us. 
 

Conclusion   There are many Christians still today who celebrate Jesus' birth on January 6. These include 
members of all the Orthodox Churches. For them, the celebration is just beginning. For us in the "western 
church," we can give thanks to God that the celebration continues. Through the Christmas and Epiphany 
celebrations that have been handed down over the centuries, we have been blessed to hear again and again 
the glad tidings that our God has come to dwell among us and that he has graciously revealed himself to us so 
that we might know him. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – January 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1  Happy 

New Year! 

2  Installation of Directors both services 
8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

3 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

4 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm – Choir 
7pm - Elders 

5 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
NO Midweek Service 

6 
7pm - Epiphany 
Service - LS  

7 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

8 
9am – 
Remove 
Decorations  
 

9   8am - Divine Service - LS           
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
5:30pm – SR/JR LYF Ice Skating/Pizza 

10 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

11 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

12 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
NO  Women’s Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service 

13 
6:30pm - Bells 

14 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

15 

16    
8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
6pm – All Youth Family Games Night 

17 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

18 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

19 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

20 
6:30pm – Bells 
7pm - Board of 
Directors 

21 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 

22 
10:30am – 
Altar Guild 
Mtg/Brunch 

23 
8am - Divine Service - LS           
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 

24 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

25 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

26 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
NO Women’s Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service 

27 
6:30pm – Bells 
9am – Pastors 
Conference @  
St. Stephen 
7pm - Dartball 

28 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

29 

30 
8am - Divine Service  - LS            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

31 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 
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Acolytes:  8am – Brian Odegaard  10:45am – Alex Smith 
 

Head Ushers:   8am – Tom Chastain  10:45am – Howard Gibson 

Ushers:  8am – Andrew Spidle 10:45am – Douglas Gibson 

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Faller  10:45am – Ferguson 

     6th – Graham; 12th – Henrichs; 19th – Lyons; 26th - Graham  
 

Greeters:   8am – Duane Leimkuehler  10:45am – Jeff and Kathy Ferguson 
 

Counter:  Susan Moore 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   1/2  Gibson/Chastain/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   1/6  Oswald/Grace      Faller 

   1/8  9:00am – Remove and Store Decorations 

   1/9  Degnan/Kuhn/Rothert     Faller 

   1/12  Hackworth/Schneider 

   1/16  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Wittmaier 

   1/19  Wilson/Reinhardt      Faller 

   1/22  10:30am – Altar Guild Meeting and Brunch 

   1/23  Jensen/Steffens/Wittmaier    Faller 

   1/26  Lewis/Wittmaier      Wittmaier 

   1/30  Hackworth/Harrison     Wittmaier 
          

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Kelly 
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Acts 20:35 
 

“In all things I have shown you that . . . we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 20:35).  And indeed it 
is.  Does this not strike a chord that resonates in us all? Which of us can’t recall the look 
of surprise and thanks for the Christmas gifts that we labored to give to those whom we 
love? And the joy written on their face when that gift is received with thanksgiving means 
more than all the gifts we have received.  It is more blessed to give than to receive.  

Our Lord knew this because He practiced it.  He gave of Himself, sparing not even 
His life in death, in order to give us back to our Father in heaven.  He knew that in 
giving, you get more because in giving joy is multiplied: the one who receives and the one 
who gives both rejoice in what is given and received.  What is more the one who 
receives is thankful and only wants to give back to the one who gave so 
generously. 

So also with our tithes and offerings in church.  We want to give because we have 
received from God all that we are and all that we have.  Our giving does not originate in 
what we must do to earn God’s favor.  We have God’s favor because of the gift of His 
Son which we receive through Word and Sacrament.  Thus, we are made free from the 
compulsion of giving.  Now our tithes and offering are freely given in thanksgiving 
for what God has so generously given to us.  

Why then does the church struggle to make budgets? Why does the church always seem 
stretched so thin? After all the Church is the place where God not only gives to us once, 
but continually again and again.  And what gifts He gives! He gives us the forgiveness of 
sins, generously pouring out His grace and mercy because He loves us. So why does the 
church struggle? 

It’s because sin still clings to us.  Our fallen nature makes us selfish and miserly.  It 
leads us to believe that we can have our cake and eat it too.  Because of sin we want to 
receive, but not give.  We want God's blessings, but we don’t want to share them with 
those around us.  We want to remain comfortable in our own self-contained, neat, 
and tidy lives, without the headaches of loving those around us by helping them 
in their time of need.  

“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  
Remember that God has placed you in a church, not only to receive His grace and 
mercy, but also to use you to bless others.  Your tithes and offerings ensure that 
those around you have pastors to preach the life-saving and life-giving Word of God.  
They ensure that the lights and heat and air-conditioning are working.  They ensure there 
is water for Holy Baptism and bread and wine for the Holy Communion.  They even 
ensure that your pastors and deacon have food and clothing and presents for their own 
families.  The gifts of God are immeasurable.  They multiply and redound to everyone’s 
good as the fish and loaves in the feeding of the five thousand. 

So remember the words of the Lord Jesus.  It is more blessed to give than to receive.  
And remember the joy that attended the gifts you gave at Christmas.  This same joy 
attends your gifts to the church.  

 


