
 

 

Food, Clothes, and an Apartment For Jesus 
 

Dear Fellow Redeemed in the year 2018… 

You may or may not know that our Church-family sponsors an apartment for Hillcrest Transitional Housing.  

A woman by the name of Florida and her five children are our most recent residence.  If you are not aware, 

Hillcrest is a 90 day program that offers homeless families a place to live as well as disciplined financial 

counseling. The primary objective of this program is to move clients from homelessness to self-sufficiency. 

Sally applied for an apartment and was accepted into the program. 

Churches in the community sponsor and maintain Hillcrest apartments. Also, the families in the program are 

cared for by these same sponsor churches. This has given the member of our church the opportunity to carry 

out the Christian vocation of service to the neighbor by helping this struggling family. Most of all, the people 

at Christ Lutheran have had the pleasure to befriend a family who truly appreciates how God’s people serve 

out of love for their fellow neighbor. 

It is difficult to quantify the gratitude Florida and her children have shown. When they first entered their new 

residence, the kids, ages 9 to 15, began to cry simply because the appliances work. Before coming to 

Hillcrest, they were living in a condemned apartment building with no electricity. Today, their basic needs 

are met and the family has been given what they need; a second chance. 

Jesus said, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited, me, I was in prison and 

you came to me” (Matthew 25:35-36). At times the needy are easy to recognize as they stand on the street 

corner begging for handouts.  Other times, they are difficult to spot.  They blend in with the crowd. They 

aren’t advertising homelessness or hunger. Those in need may look the same as any of us. Such is the point 

of our Savior’s words in Matthew 25. 

Jesus reminds us that when we serve our neighbor, we are serving Him. Even more, Jesus directs Christians 

to see God in those we serve. In other words, the Christian vocation of service is meant to benefit our 

neighbor, yet it is ultimately service to God. “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 

brothers, you did it to me” (Matt. 25:40). So, when we look into the eyes of the hungry child begging for 

food, Jesus tells us to see Him in those eyes. When our neighbor suffers the effects of mental or physical 

illness, Jesus says that He is that sick neighbor. When unbearable despair overwhelms a family in the 

community, we should see our Savior in their faces. 

Jesus does not need our service for Himself. No, rather, our neighbor needs our service.  Therefore, Jesus 

loves and requires your service because your neighbor is always in need. Your neighbor needs Christians like 

you to act like a Christian. How do we know this? Because we Christians are also in need of the service of 

God. And that is exactly what we have; God’s ultimate service. Jesus died on the cross to grant us eternal life 

in heaven. This is the best kind of service our God could ever do for you.  And that is exactly what He did. 

Jesus is served when Florida and her family receives their basic necessities.  Keep this in mind when you are 

given the opportunity to serve your neighbor during this new-year.  May God richly bless you and keep you 

in your service as He promises to serve you with love and forgiveness by grace through faith. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 
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Public Ethical Issues Today: What Can We Say? 
 

 Some people today say that the Church should stay away from social issues in 
today’s political climate.  We should live and let live.  Church and state are separate, right? 
So shouldn’t each mind its own business?  Who is the Church that she thinks she can 
impose her belief on others? 
 
 The problem with these questions is that almost every social issue and law have 
something to do with morality.  As Christians, we can stand by and do nothing in society.  
But then many more laws will be made by others who have no regard for truth or 
goodness or life.  One example comes this month.  On January 22nd, many Christians in our 
country will be gathering, marching, and praying for the legal protection of unborn 
children.  The law in our country does not give the right of life to babies in the womb.  
Science confirms what the Bible teaches.  Life begins at conception and we are called to 
defend it.  To turn our backs on the unborn is to turn our backs on Christ Himself, who 
defines our humanity and died to redeem us all.  Joseph was called to protect the lives of 
Mary and the Christ Child, so also we are called to protect the lives of little, innocent ones.  
By shirking this duty, we deny the Lord who came to save us.   
 
  What can we say about marriage? Some with say that the state may do whatever the 
state wants.  But recent laws in our country show a lack of care for the weak behind them.  
Again, laws are put into place to protect the innocent and vulnerable and marriage laws 
should be no different.  Every child, Christian or not, should by right, have a mom and a 
dad.  No-fault divorce laws are not just immoral, but they put children at risk.  So-called 
same-sex marriage is predicated upon the false assumption that mothers and fathers are 
interchangeable.  These laws purposely deprive children of a mom or a dad.  When we 
promote real marriage in society, we are actually promoting the common good.  Natural 
marriage promotes the welfare of children to have a mom and dad.  All this we can say 
apart from the Scriptures, even though this topic does have spiritual values: by advocating 
for natural marriage, we honor God who created it.  Also, Christ is our Bridegroom who 
sacrificed Himself for us.  To remain silent on this issue is to deny these truths. 
 
 When it comes to the biggest issues, matters of life and death and gross injustice, we 
must stand with our fellow citizens and fight for laws that protect the innocent and 
defenseless.  We may have temporarily lost the fight for marriage and life, but we continue 
to make the case for the truth.  When society moves toward injustice, we speak as those 
who will not participate in it.  Our own country’s history offers us some inspiration here: 
Christians were the first to lead the battle against slavery and racism in the US.  Martin 
Luther King, Jr., a Christian minister, drew upon natural law to promote civil rights.  So we 
too are called to be defenders of the defenseless.  In so doing, we stand for the truth in 
service to our neighbor.            
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

Little Lambs and  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                   Grades 1-5 

KALEIDOSCOPE 
Saturday, January 13   8:30 AM-Noon 

NEW DATE FOR THIS EVENT!!! 
 

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ are invited to travel to 
Crown Center to experience Kaleidoscope.  After a Fun 
Family Session, we will head over to Fritz’s Railroad 
Café where each family will have the opportunity to 
eat together at their own expense.  Please sign-up:  
poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 
 

 

SR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                             

LYF TRIVIA NIGHT 

FUN’RAISER 
Saturday, Jan. 27         5:30-8:00 PM 

 

Our Ninth Annual LYF “Trivia Night Fun’Raiser” will be 
held on Saturday, January 27, beginning with “set-up” 
at 5:30 PM.  This year’s edition will take place in the 
Ephphatha Room at Christ Lutheran Church.  
 

Those who wish to play are asked to make a $15.00 
donation for their “seat” (collected on the night of the 
event), and are encouraged to group themselves 
together into teams of 5-10 people.  Participants are 
asked to bring their own snacks/food/drinks for their 
table.  Please… no beer or wine this year.   
 

Proceeds from this fun event are being used to send 
14 youth and adults to the Higher Things Youth 
Conference at Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale, Illinois this coming July. 
 

ALL-YOUTH/ALL AGES 
FAMILY GAMES NIGHT  
Sunday, January 21    6:00-8:00 PM 

NEW DATE FOR THIS EVENT!!! 
 

     KFC          JR-LYF 
             Grades 1-5                               Grades 6-8 

SNOW TUBING   

SNOW CREEK 
Sunday, January 28        Noon–4 PM 

Kids For Christ and JR-LYF members are invited to an 
afternoon of tubing at Snow Creek (north of Weston) 
on Sunday, January 28.  (SR-LYF members are 
certainly invited too…it’s just that this event is so 
soon before the Ski Trip to Galena, Illinois). 
 

We will leave right after second service 
concludes…tube for about 2 hours and 15 minutes, 
then return to church by 4:00 PM.  Cost is $20 per 
person (Youth Funds will pay the additional cost). 
Other details can be found in the Fellowship 
Commons, along with the Sign-Up Poster.  SIGN-UP IS 
REQUIRED so that drivers can be put in place.  Please 
sign-up:  poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

SR-LYF     JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                              Grades 6-8    

SKI TRIP-GALENA, IL  
Saturday-Monday, February 17-19 

Many have already made the commitment to attend.  
There is still time to sign-up, but do so before Jan.14 
so that good planning can be done. Please sign-up:  
poster in the Fellowship Commons.  

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

 

At the December OASIS Christmas party, we had a great time singing Christmas carols, 

visiting, snacking, receiving a grab bag gift and assembling 17 cookie platers. Many thanks to 

everyone that donated cookies, assisted with all of the details, attended and worked in the 

cookie plater assembling line.  It was fun!  Those in attendance were Pastor Arnold, Andrea 

Arnold, Deacon, George White, Terri and Ken Kraft, Mary and John Groth, JoAnne Burnside, 

Becky Belt, Vonnie and Carl Niederwimmer, Jackie Keck, committee members: Joyce White, 

Joyce Degnan, Richard Weimer, Lynda Reinert, Diane McPherson and Judy Gibson. 
 

Attention College Students 
 

If you have an out of town college student or know a member that has one, please ask them to 

be sure to confirm or provide a valid mailing address to the church, in January.   We will need a 

confirmed address in order to mail a care package. 
 

College Student Care Package Collection Table   

Christ Lutheran OASIS committee will be assembling Care Packages mid-February, to send to 

our college students.  January 14 to February 16 there will be a collection table near the kitchen 

where the congregation can drop off items that you would like to donate.  Examples of items to 

donate are: individual packages of gum, pretzels, snack crackers, cookies, granola bars, candy, 

etc.  Also highlighters, sticky notes, and other items that might be useful or fun for studying.  

For questions please see Howard or Judy Gibson or a member of the OASIS committee.   
 

Speaker from Meyer’s Funeral Home 
 

January 20 (Sat.) at 11:00AM OASIS is pleased to host a speaker, Todd DeMint from Meyers 

Funeral home in Parkville.  Todd will speak on funerals in general and will be available for 

questions.  A light lunch will be provided. Please be sure to add your name to the sign-up sheet 

near the kitchen or let an OASIS member know by January 15th, so that we can get a count to 

plan for the meal. 

************************************* 
Martin Luther Academy 

7112 N. Overland Dr.  Kansas City, MO  64151  816-734-1060 

Calling all Preschoolers through 3rd Graders!!!  You are invited to attend an 
EXTRAVAGANZA/CARNIVAL FUN DAY at MLA, Sunday, January 7 from 2pm– 
4pm.  The day will include character visits and photo opportunities with SLUGGER, 
ELSA, ANNA, SLEEPING BEAUTY, BATMAN, and IRONMAN.  We will also have 
face painting, a bounce house, games, balloon art, snacks and door prizes.  Be 
sure to save the date!!!!   Please contact Lisa Martens if you have any questions.  (816)734-1060. 
 

More Donations from the National Honor Society breakfast have been given making our new total 
over $500 and will be sent to our sister school, Lutheran South Academy, in Texas that was damaged 
during the hurricane. 
  

Job Openings: 
After School Care Person starting in January.  Hours-Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 2:45 
pm-5:30 pm; and Office Assistant to answer phones, assist staff, and take attendance. 
Hours-Tuesday from 7:45 am – 3:15 pm. 



We get letters…… 
 

Dear Friends at Christ Lutheran- 

I want to thank everyone for all of the prayers, love, support, and words of 

encouragement during the recent weeks with the treatment and surgery for my 

husband’s cancer.  It means so much to us to have this during these uncertain times, and we 

greatly appreciate all of it!  Everything looks good, and the doctor said he couldn’t be happier 

with how things went.  We pray for continued healing.   

     Thank you again, and God bless you!  Eunice and Pastor Rodriguez and family   

PS – Thank you for the Christmas gift of the Reformation Journal and the gift card.  I appreciate it 

very much!  God bless you in the New Year. 

 

Thank you for the cards and prayers during my convalescence.  Especially Midweek school 

kitchen staff and Tuesday morning Bible class.  Also Pastor Froiland’s home visit.   

         In the love of Christ, Pat Toillion 

 

Dear Parish-family, 

Thank you so kindly for the Christmas gift all of you gave to our family again this year.  We cannot 

tell you how much we appreciate all of you.  Your thoughtfulness always abounds and our family 

is very blessed to be a part of your family.  Thank you for walking with us in this ministry at Christ 

Lutheran together.  We look forward to serving with you in 2018.  Every blessing and thank you, 

again!   Pastor, Andrea, Jacob and Benjamin Arnold 

 

 

 

Discipleship Data 
Deletions: 

Laura Swanson, Lucy and William, transfer to King of Kings 

Jason Swanson, released at own request 

 

New address: 

Kelly and Joe Yulich      Lindsay Grace  Dist. 4 

28200 S. Highway 125  #58    7511 N. Ava Ave. 

Monkey Island, OK  74331     KC, MO  64151-4242 

 

Jaclyn (nee Kuhn) Ehr     Alexis (nee Daley) and Jacob Davis  Dist. 5   

1520 Glacial Dr.      5943 NW 91st St. 

Minot, ND  58703      KC, MO  64154 

        816-797-7079 

Joe and Becki Graham  Dist. 6 to 2 

7942 NW 76th Ter. 

KC, MO  64152 
 

 

 

******************************* 
 



 
 

1/1 Mark Cox 

1/2 Leo Ehler 

 Joe Graham 

1/5 James Moore 

 Sharon Obie 

 Nathan Cox 

 Alexia Pope 

1/6 Tammy Lietzau 

1/7 Tylie Shupe 

1/8 David Lackey 

1/9 Lynda Reinert 

 Stephanie Ford 

1/10 Rebecca Shademann 

 Leanne Hilligas 

1/11 Shelly Pfleiderer 

 Donnie Williams 

 Stephen Newhouse 

 Lauren Chastain 

1/12 Jacob Arnold 

 Rachel Pfleiderer 

 Matthew Patrick 

 

 

1/13 Amy Stepp 

 Austin Seymour 

1/14 Rick Easely 

1/15 Dana Cox 

 Amy Noelker 

 Matthew Lyons 

1/16 Eric Worden 

 Kristen Eagle 

1/17 Margie Oswald 

 Sam Brown 

1/19 Christian Lowe 

 Nathaniel Patrick 

 Kristianna Sandridge 

1/20 Becki Graham 

1/21 Ellen Dickeson 

 Rhonda McKinnon 

1/22 Karen Daugherty 

 Jennifer Sperl 

         Stephanie Overstreet 

 Maxwell Pfleiderer 

 Lane Brewer  

1/23 Kenneth Kraft 

1/24 Brenda Johnson 

 Jacqueline Gehrke 

 Chelsey Basch 

 Chloe Pope 

 Zach van der Linde 

1/25 Nicole Aven 

 Kyle Stites 

1/27 Sara Musil 

 Susan Saving 

 Dallas Boeka 

 Weston Smith 

1/29 Cheryl Pate 

 Tobe Waller 

 Haley Waisner 

1/30 Julia Almstedt 

 Schylar Sperl 

1/31 Carl Niederwimmer 

 Kathlyn Van Winkle 

 Michelle Marriott 

 Rian Lietzau 

        Stephanie Richardson

 

******************************************************************* 

January Acolytes 
  8:00am     10:45am  
January Grayson Spidle    Joshua Keller, Jacob Baker 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

Jacob Baker 10:45am 866-4093 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Brandon Cuda 10:45am 419-6976 
Chadron Cummins  8am 550-6829 
Joey Ferguson 10:45am 891-9955 
Thomas Henrichs 8am 286-3479 
Connor Henry 8am 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Joshua Keller 10:45am 734-1962 
Matthew Knopp 10:45am 536-6278 
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am 785-341-9397 
Joseph Ramos 10:45am 519-3367 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Grayson Spidle 8am 913-742-8357 
Jackson Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 

 



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to stocking stuffers who helped “Santa” – Tom and Barb Chastain, Herb and 
Marilyn Steffens, and Jim and Carole Fredericks. 
Onions to those who drive too fast in the parking lot. 

Orchids to secret “Santa.”  Thank you for the Christmas stockings! 
Onions to whomever moves all the offering envelopes out of alphabetical order.  It makes it hard for others to 
find their envelopes. 
Orchids for those who continue to work with our grounds crew. 
Orchids to those who volunteered to shovel snow for the church during our “snowy” days.  Thank you. 
Onions for those who forget to turn off lights after leaving.  This includes the garage.  Sometimes that light is 
hard to see in the day time.  Please make sure the garage light is off when you leave. 
Orchids to Steve Foutch for grading the East side of the church in order to divert water flow away from the 
building.  This was a big job and he did most of it on his own.  Thank you, Steve! 
Orchids for those who came to Fall Clean-up day…including many from the Oromo Congregation.  Thank 
you!! 
Orchids to our weekday school and Sunday School kids who participated in our Children’s Christmas 
program.  All of you did so well.  Thank you to the teacher and helpers as well. 
Orchids to our vocal and handbell choirs… along with all our special musicians and singers for Advent and 
Christmas.  What a joy and blessing to have all of you participate in our festive celebrations. 
Orchids to the 27 people who went caroling on Saturday, December 13.  Your sacrifice of time went a long 
way towards bringing joy to others. 
Orchids to the youth and parents who will be attending the Higher Things Youth Conference next July.  Your 
Advent Meals were delicious! 
Orchids to the Weekday School teachers and Sunday School teachers for our 2017-2018 school year!  Your 
dedication to the youth of our parish is greatly appreciated. 
Orchids to Andrea Arnold for enthusiastically playing the piano at the OASIS Christmas Party. 
Orchids to Jodi Oathout, Eunice Littleton, Janet Corbet, Lynda Reinert, Jan Sitting, Rachel Almstedt, Kim 
and Patty Heermann, Susan Moore, Bev Bartek, Shelly Pfleiderer, Sue Eberth, Marilyn Steffens, Jan Turner, 
Sinclair’s, Carol Houghtlin, JoAnne Burnside, Kelly Henrichs, Becky Belt and Vonnie Niederwimmer who 
donated the awesome cookies for the cookie platers.    
Orchids to Sheryl Cozad, Joyce White, Lynda Reinert, Jan Sittig, Becky Belt and Vonnie Niederwimmer for 
providing the desserts served after the Wednesday morning Advent services.  And to Eunice and Deacon for 
helping with setting up and for making the coffee!  
Orchids to Joyce Degnan for her many years of mailing birthday cards to members 80+ years old!  And to 
Carol Enyeart and Diane McPherson for taking over this responsibility. 
 
 
 
 
 
************************************************************************ 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 
The Lutheran High School of Kansas City provides a Christ-centered environment 
preparing lives for today, tomorrow and eternity. 

http://www.lhskc.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 



Christ Lutheran – January 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Pastors’ 
Day 
Off 

2 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
NO Choir 

3 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

4 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Elders 

5 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

6  Epiphany 
 

10am - 
Morning 
Prayer  
Service 

7  Installation of New Directors both Services 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

8 

Pastors’ 
Day 
Off 

9 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
NO Choir 

10 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

11 

6:30pm - Bells 
  

12 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

13 

8:45am – 
LL/KFC 
Kaleidoscope 

14   
8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon – Oromo Worship 
2pm - Callers for Christ 
 

15 

Pastors’ 
Day 
Off 

16 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

17 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

18 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Board 
of Directors 

19 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - 
Shepherd’s Staff 
Deadline 

20 

11am - OASIS 
Lunch and 
Speaker 

21 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
6pm -  Family Game Night 

22 

Pastors’ 
Day 
Off 

23 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

24 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

25 

6:30pm - Bells 
9am - Pastors 
Conference at 
King of Kings 
  

26 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

27 

5pm - Trivia 
Night 

28 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon – Oromo Worship 
Noon – Family Snow Tubing at Snow Creek 

29 

Pastors’ 
Day 
Off 

30 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
2pm - Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 
7:30pm - Choir 

31 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS 
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Acolytes:  8am – Grayson Spidle 
10:45am – Joshua Keller, Jacob Baker 
 

 

Head Ushers:   8am – Don Musil   10:45am – Tom Chastain 

Ushers:  8am – Howard Gibson, Ken Kraft 10:45am – Doug Gibson, Dan Jones 

 
 
Elder In Charge:  8am:  Sperl  10:45am: L. Smith 
 Wednesdays:  3rd – Henrichs; 10th – Watson; 17th – Ferguson; 24th – Lyons 31st -  
 

Greeters:   8am – 10:45am –  
 

Counters:   Terry and Ken Kraft 
 
 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   1/3  Oswald/Schneider     Truetken 

   1/7  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   1/10  Vincenti/Schneider     

   1/13  9am - Take down and store decorations 

   1/14  Durham/Degnan/Moore    Faller 

   1/17  Rothert/Schneider     Truetken 

   1/21  Duff/Howard/Daugherty    Truetken 

   1/24  Goodwin/Lewis 

  1/28  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

  1/31  Moore       Truetken 
      

 Launder and Steam Cassocks and Acolyte Robes – Watson 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Cottas – Heermann 

 Launder and Steam & Pastors’ Surplices – Vincenti 
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … 1 and 2 Corinthians 

 
It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year past in order to improve the year to 
come. It’s a time when we sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even 
change. Part of that is planning our stewardship for the coming year.  

Often we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless. But it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is 
really quite simple and full of joy. So here are some tips to make that planning less stressful. You 
begin by answering these three questions: Who are you? To whom do I give? And how much?  

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of 
God’s Word? Are you a citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these 
three estates: church, society, family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our 
struggles, our difficulties and our questions arise in giving to the church.  

So, what is our duty as parish-family members of Christ Lutheran Church with regard to giving? 
The Table of Duties, again, gives us a guide. If you are a hearer, a member of our parish who 
receives instruction, St. Paul taught: “Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all 
good things with his instructor” (Gal. 6:6). This means our parish is primary.  

Your pastors are the ones called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed 
sacraments to you.  The parish is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to 
give to the church, He has the local congregation in mind. For “the Lord has commanded that 
those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). 

How much do we give? Our only instructions are these: to give regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2), 
proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (Gen. 
4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), 
cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).  

In other words, giving to the church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else I have 
is spent. In this way, it is deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, or 
yearly – keeping in mind our own strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand 
– before anything else is spent.  

From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the 
standard for the Israelites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as 
we want, but ask yourself: do we really want to be less generous than was commanded of the 
Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament Church bigger or smaller than the job given to Israel?  

And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and 
with love, not out of compulsion. For through the preaching of the gospel and the administration 
of the sacraments, God has made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon 
grace, promised us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the 
Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 
20:35).  

It’s that easy. And it’s joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take 
part in the work that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the 
gospel as well as those who are in need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work that is 
done in service to the Lord as priestly members of His kingdom. 



A few words about New Year’s Resolutions that we should think about…Question: 

"What sort of New Year’s Resolution should a Christian make?" 
 

Answer: The practice of making New Year’s resolutions goes back over 3,000 years to 

the ancient Babylonians. There is just something about the start of a new year that 

gives us the feeling of a fresh start and a new beginning. In reality, there is no 

difference between December 31 and January 1. Nothing mystical occurs at midnight 

on December 31. The Bible does not speak for or against the concept of New Year’s 

resolutions. However, if a Christian determines to make a New Year’s resolution, 

what kind of resolution should he or she make? 

Common New Year’s resolutions are commitments to quit smoking, to stop drinking, 

to manage money more wisely, and to spend more time with family. By far, the most 

common New Year’s resolution is to lose weight, in conjunction with exercising more 

and eating more healthily. These are all good goals to set. However, 1 Timothy 4:8 

instructs us to keep exercise in perspective: “For physical training is of some value, 

but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the 

life to come.” The vast majority of New Year’s resolutions, even among Christians, are 

in relation to physical things. This should not be. 
 

Many Christians make New Year’s resolutions to pray more, to read the Bible every 

day, and to attend church more regularly. These are fantastic goals. However, these 

New Year’s resolutions fail just as often as the non-spiritual resolutions, because 

there is no power in a New Year’s resolution. Resolving to start or stop doing a certain 

activity has no value unless you have the proper motivation for stopping or starting 

that activity. For example, why do you want to read the Bible every day? Is it to honor 

God and grow spiritually, or is it because you have just heard that it is a good thing to 

do? Why do you want to lose weight? Is it to honor God with your body, or is it for 

vanity, to honor yourself? 
           
Philippians 4:13 tells us, “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.” 

John 15:5 declares, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I 

in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” Keep the Lord at 

the center of your New Year’s resolution – whether that be physical or spiritual.  As 

Christians, we put Christ first in all things. We are grafted in Christ by virtue of His 

grace through the gift of faith.  So, in all things form good habits that will keep our 

focus on the most important person in our life – Jesus. 

 

So, what sort of New Year’s resolution should a Christian make? Here are some 

suggestions: (1) pray to the Lord for wisdom (James 1:5) in regards to what 

resolutions, if any, He would have you make; (2) pray for wisdom as to how to fulfill 

the goals we set with Christ at the center; (3) rely on God’s strength to help you; (4) 

don’t become discouraged with occasional failures; instead, allow them to motivate 

you further; (5) don’t become proud or vain, but give God the glory. Psalm 37:5-6 says, 

“Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this: He will make your 

righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.” 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Timothy%204.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Philippians%204.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%2037.5-6


 

 


