
 

A BLESSED Beginning 
 

O Spirit, who didst once restore 

Thy Church that it might be again 

The bringer of good news to men, 

Breathe on Thy cloven Church once more, 

That in these gray and latter days 

There may be those whose life is praise, 

Each life a high DOXOLOGY 

To Father, Son, and unto Thee. 

 

Happy New Year!!  The God of all comfort and love has brought us to the beginning of yet another year.  

May His blessings abound and His strength be secure during these new days of 2016.  Blessings and strength 

are what we need in these gray and latter days.  The news of today rarely instills any sense of hope within us.  

No, rather, fear and trepidation fill our hearts.  Shootings, bombings, hateful rhetoric and the like all seem to 

demand our attention as the news for us and this world gets worse and worse. 

 

So, I say, in the light of these gray and latter days…  “Happy New Year!”  Yes, you heard me correctly.  I 

say Happy and Blessed New Year, even in the midst of the gray and latter days that are upon us.  The above 

stanza is from a hymn written by Martin Franzmann called, O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth (LSB 834).  

It summons the Spirit of God to restore the Church so that it might be the bringer of good news in the midst 

of these dark days.  This stanza calls out to us, the members of Christ’s church on earth, to have a life of 

praise… EACH LIFE A HIGH DOXOLOGY.  So, within these troubling times, God still calls forth His 

servants, reminding us that He is still Lord of the Church.  He calls His children to live a life of praise to God 

for His New Year Blessings.  So, I say again, Happy New Year! 

 

Interestingly, this hymn was written by Franzmann to commemorate the 450
th

 anniversary of the 

Reformation in 1967.  Next year, 2017, we will celebrate the 500
th

 anniversary.  In light of both the 

anniversary of the Reformation and our own Christ Lutheran Church anniversary, 60 years, our Parish 

Family has begun a Reformation Anniversary Capital Campaign which will run through October of next 

year.  That’s the reason for the Anniversary Envelope attached to this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff 

(see inside back page for more details).  Do give attention to how we can work together to support the 

ministry here at Christ Lutheran and other places by being “a part” of our campaign.  “That in these gray and 

latter days,” says Franzmann, “there may be those whose life IS praise, each life a high DOXOLOGY to 

Father, Son and unto Thee.” 

 

Rest assured, beloved in the Lord, our God does restore!  In the midst of the destruction all around us our 

Lord breathes the Good News to a broken church and world.  That breath is the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Hold to that breath of God in these troubling times.  God has given us each day, and what we say with Moses 

in the wilderness, “So as our days are, so shall my strength in the Lord be.”  May God bless you and keep 

you this “HAPPY” and “BLESSED” New Year! 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Arnold 
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Life Wins 
 January is a time of new beginnings.  But also a time to reflect on those beginnings 
ended before they had barely begun.  On January 22nd 1973 the Supreme Court of the 
United States legalized abortion, that is, the killing of a child in his mother’s womb.  This 
was truly a sad day, but one that we should remember because lives are still at stake.  Last 
summer’s Planned Parenthood videos releases were a horrific reminder of that fact. 
 
 I was recently reading Peter Kreeft’s Three Approaches to Abortion.  Kreeft, an anti-
abortion apologist writes, 
 
 “… [I]t is … a moral obligation, a duty [to fight against abortion].  I think all pro-
lifers feel this.  It is not an option, it is a necessity.  It is not an obligation to be a 
firefighter or a social worker … But it is an obligation to fight to defend innocent human 
lives when they are under attack.  It is not an “ideal” or a “value”; it is an “ought.”  How 
can we live with ourselves if we simply stand by while a legal holocaust happens 
around us in our own “civilization”? 
 
 There were many other holocausts in this century of genocide that has just ended: 
against Armenians by the Turks, against the Jews by Hitler, against political enemies by 
Stalin and Mao, and on the “killing fields” of Cambodia and Rwanda.  These ended, 
because they were dependent on unstable political regimes and military actions; but the 
abortion holocaust is not ending, and it has spread almost globally.  Ireland and the 
Islamic nations are almost the only ones that have refused to take part in it.  It is not 
dependent on nation or culture.  It is not merely political or military.  We cannot wait for 
the marines to come over the hilltop to save us.  We are the marines.  If we do not do 
something, no one will.  We must fight because we feel it is a crime against conscience 
to stay home from the polls when thousands of polite little Hitlers are running for 
office.” (Pg. 55-56) 
 
 There are manifold ways to join the fight against abortion (supporting Lutheran for 
Life, voting [as Kreeft mentions above], etc.).  Our efforts are worthy because the life God 
creates is worthy.  He creates human life and He loves each individual life.  Indeed, “I will 
praise Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Thy works and that my soul 
knoweth right well.  My substance was not hid from Thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously 
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.  Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and 
in Thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there 
was none of them.  How precious also are Thy thoughts unto me, O God! How great is the sum of 
them!” (Psalm 139:14-17)  Our Lord, too, was knit together in His mother Mary’s womb.  
Though His “abortion” happened 33 years later on a cross, Jesus overcame death in His 
resurrection.  And because of that, for all of us from the youngest to oldest, life wins!            
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

Little Lambs and  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                   Grades 1-5 

KALIEDOSCOPE 

FRITZ’S RR CAFÉ 
Saturday, January 9       9 AM-Noon 

 

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ are invited to travel to 
Crown Center to experience Kaleidoscope.  After a Fun 
Family Session, we will head over to Fritz’s Railroad 
Café where each family will have the opportunity to 
eat together at their own expense.  Please sign-up:  
poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

SR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                             

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Saturday, January 30  5:00-8:30 PM 

 

Our Seventh Annual LYF “Trivia Night Fun’Raiser” will 
be held on Saturday, January 30, beginning at 5 PM.  
This year’s edition will take place at the beautiful 
Hawthorne House in Parkville, Missouri.   
 

Those who wish to play are asked to make a $20.00 
donation for their “seat” (collected on the night of the 
event), and are encouraged to group themselves 
together into teams of 5-10 people.   
 

Participants are asked to bring their own snacks/food 
for their table.  Drinks may NOT be brought on-site.  
A cash bar, serving beer, wine, and fountain drinks is 
being provided at participants’ own cost. Clean-up of 
snacks/food will be each team/each table’s 
responsibility.  
 

Proceeds from this fun event are being used to send 
40 youth and adults to the 2016 National Lutheran 
Youth Gathering in New Orleans, Louisiana.  

 
 

KFC  JR-LYF  SR-LYF 
 Grades 1-5           Grades 6-8                 Grades 9-12                             

SNOW SKIING 

SNOW TUBING   

SNOW CREEK ! 
Sunday, February 21    Noon – ???? 

Kids For Christ, JR-LYF members, and SR-LYF members 
are invited to an afternoon of skiing OR tubing at 
Snow Creek (north of Weston) on Sun., February 21.  
(There is NO Ski Trip to Galena, Illinois this year). 
 

We will leave right after second service concludes.  
Participants – Youth AND Adults – will have the choice 
of tubing for about 2 hours and 15 minutes, then 
returning to church by 4:00 PM OR to downhill ski for 
as long as they would like to stay!  
 

Cost will be $20 for any person who wishes to tube 
(Youth or Adult).  Cost will be $40 for any person who 
wishes to ski (Youth or Adult).  Youth funds will be 
used to help offset the cost of either activity. 
 

It will be very important to have an accurate sign-up 
no later than Sunday, February 7th so that tubing and 
skiing lift tickets/rentals can be reserved…and at a 
group rate.  If you have never done either…This is the 
time to try and Snow Creek is the place!  
 

Other details can be found in the Fellowship 
Commons, on the Sign-Up Poster.  SIGN-UP IS 
REQUIRED so that drivers can be put in place and so 
that reservations can be made.  Please sign-up:  
poster in the Fellowship Commons. 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) will head to Granite City in Zona Rosa on 

January 19
th
 for the first get-together of 2016.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Lynda Reinert. 

 

Thanks to those who furnished dessert after the 10AM Advent Services – Sheryl 

Cozad, Laurel Eggerstedt, Vonnie Niederwimmer, Lynda Reinert, Marilyn 

Steffens, and Joyce White.  Also, thanks to Deacon and Eunice for setting up the 

tables and chairs and having coffee ready for Christian fellowship. 

 

Thanks to those who provided cookies and helped assemble plates for shut-ins – 

Becky Belt, JoAnne Burnside, Wilma Chandler, Janet Corbett, Sheryl Cozad, 

Carol Houghtlin, Denice Lackey, Eunice Littleton, Jean Rea, Lynda Reinert, Jan 

Sittig, Cynthia Smith, Eileen Sprouls, Pat Toillion, Kathy Warring, Lizsette 

Watson, and Joyce White.  Also, thanks to the carolers and elders who 

delivered the plates. 

 

In January Oasis will be collecting for care packages for the students in our 

parish that live on campus away from their families. 

 

In February Oasis will be putting together for care packages. 

 

Oasis will be doing desserts after Wednesday morning services in Lent. 

 

Blessings, Shane Rogers 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

A potential new Mission/Partnership opportunity for Christ Lutheran… 
At the beginning of the year Christ Lutheran Church was contacted by Rev. Jeff Thormodson who is 

the Executive Director for the Lutheran Society For Missiology for the LCMS and a mission society 

called the Oromo Evangelical Lutheran Mission Society which is a Recognized Service 

Organization of the LCMS. Their desire was to explore the possibility of a new mission outreach 

opportunity in Kansas City North as well as ask us if we would be a part of it.  The Oromo 

Evangelical Lutheran Mission Society, based out of Minnesota, has partnered with a group of Oromo 

Christians (from Ethiopia, Africa) who desire partnership in their work of bringing Christ to the 

Oromo immigrants in our area.  Pastor Froiland and I met with representatives of the Oromo 

congregation, Pastor Thormodson, the Mission Society and the Director of LUMA back in 

September.  The elders of the congregation also met with the Christ Lutheran Elders Committee at 

the beginning of October.  We are still exploring what this partnership would mean for Christ 

Lutheran.  So far, our leadership has seen this possibility in a favorable way.  Pastor Arnold gave a 

more detailed report about these conversations at the Annual Parish Meeting back in October.  We 

continue to explore the needs of the Oromo congregation and how we can come along side of them 

to support their work among the Oromo in our community.  Please see me for more information if 

you have further questions.  Pastor Arnold 



2016 Directories 
Our new “Directory of Disciples” will be coming out soon after the start of 
the new year.  PLEASE look at the 2015 directory and check your 
information.  If there is anything that needs to be updated, please contact 
the church office so we can make the necessary changes.  Let us know of 
updates before the directory is printed, so your fellow members (and your 
Pastors), will be able to reach you.  Thank you!!!! 

Discipleship Data 
 

Accessions Baptized: 

Wilhelmina Kate Hester, daughter of Jason and Katie Hester – October 4, 2015 

Robert Brooks Ayres, son of Jesse and Robert Ayres – October 11, 2015 

Kourtney Marie Mann, daughter of Page and Jared Mann – October 11, 2015 

Piper DeAyn Lynn Dorsey, daughter & Skyler Lane (goes by Lane) Dorsey (9 years), son of 

Kimberly Newby & LeRoy Dorsey – October 11, 2015 

Alexus Parks (11years), daughter of Brannon Parks & Audrey Quarles – October 11, 2015 

Aubrey Marie Koffman, daughter of Rebecca & John Koffman – October 18, 2015 

Paislee Jewel Overstreet, daughter of Stephanie & Dustin Overstreet – November 1, 2015 
 

Accessions Communicant: 

Josh Graf, reaffirmation of faith (Jana already a member)  

Eric Buse, transfer from St. Paul Lutheran  Wisner, NE and Dani Buse, reaffirmation  
 

Deletions: 

Jeff and Paula Emery, transfer to Peace Lutheran  Camdenton, MO 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January-February Acolytes 
    8:00am    10:45am  
 

January   Thomas Henrichs   Joe Ramos 
    Grayson Spidle   Jackson Foutch 
 
February   Mark Buchholz 
    Thomas Henrichs 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Daniel Brinkmeyer 10:45am  
Sam Brown 10:45am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox substitute  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Joey Ferguson 10:45am  
 

Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am  
Jackson Winfrey 10:45am 

 

*************************************************************************** 

When Winter Weather Occurs… 
With winter fast approaching snow and ice are sure to follow.  What do we do regarding our church 

activities when the weather turns bad? 

Pre-K:  According to our Pre-Kindergarten policy manual… “In case of 

inclement or threatening weather, CLC Pre-Kindergarten will follow the Park 

Hill School District for school cancellation, early dismissal, or late arrival.” 

Weekday School:  We also follow the Park Hill School District as well as early 

dismissal arrangements in case of inclement weather.  If for some reason the 

Pastors and Deacon decide it would be in the best 

interest of our students, parents, teachers and helpers 

not to hold Weekday School because of bad weather, we will be in contact 

with your child’s teacher to cancel classes.   Your child’s teacher will then 

notify each child in the class.  Deacon and Eunice will do their best to 

makes sure all people are adequately notified. 

Special Events:  If ice or snow make it dangerous to have a church-

sponsored event, the church office will do its very best to contact all those 

involved in order to cancel the event.  If you have any questions regarding 

whether or not the event will be held or not, please call the church office. 

All Church Services:  Sunday/Wednesday or Special Church Services will NOT 

be cancelled because of inclement weather.  If for any reason you feel unsafe to 

travel because of the weather, please stay home.   To eliminate any kind of 

confusion over whether or not we will cancel Church Service, please know that 

the answer will always be, “We will NOT cancel on account of bad weather.”  

There is simply no need to cancel when both pastors live within walking 

distance of the church.  With this in mind, please use your discretion when 

choosing to set out when the weather is bad.  First and foremost – be careful and stay safe.  

 



News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

LUTHERAN SCHOOLS are diverse in setting and style: large and small; rural, suburban and urban; 

traditional and classical; early childhood, elementary, high school and university. Lutheran schools are 

diverse in culture with faces of all colors and families from many backgrounds. Lutheran schools are di-

verse in context as they are local and global. Whatever the diversity or distinction, Lutheran schools 

celebrate “life together” in confession and mission.  

 

Lutheran schools are “together” in confession. Lutheran school teachers are commissioned and installed, as 

they respond, “Yes, I believe and confess the canonical Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and 

the only infallible rule of faith and practice,” “Yes, I believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds 

because they are in accord with the Word of God,” “Yes, I make these Confessions my own because they 

are in accord with the Word of God” (LSB Agenda, Pages 215–216). As an extension of the ministry of 

the local congregation or under the requirements of a Recognized Service Organization, Lutheran 

schools adhere to the Word of God and the historical Confessions of the church. Lutheran schools share 

and celebrate life together as a church that confesses the Lord who proclaims: “I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life” (John 14:6).  

 

Lutheran schools are “together” in mission. God’s inspired witness, John, summarizes his Gospel: “These 

are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name” (John 20:31). Each year, Lutheran schools welcome children who have never 

heard of Jesus, the Life who brings life. These children experience many aspects of life together in a 

school setting — lessons, lunch, recess, athletics, music and school programs. As the Word of God is 

proclaimed in Lutheran school worship, Bible lessons, prayers, hymns and the witness of teachers and 

students, the Spirit brings Jesus, the Life, into the hearts and lives of students and families. Life together 

is begun through Baptism, “a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy 

Spirit” (Luther’s Small Catechism, Baptism — “How can water do such great things?”). God uses 

Lutheran schools in mission to bring the greatest blessing of life together with Jesus forever.  

 

National Lutheran Schools Week will be celebrated January 24th-30th, 2016 and provides an opportunity for 

Lutheran schools to celebrate their confession and share their mission as they celebrate life together.  

 

We were made one in Christ Jesus  

Through baptismal water pure  

And the Word of God together  

Ever in our Lord secure.  

By the power of the Spirit  

We once died and rose again!  

Now together, as God children,  

One in Christ we shall remain.  

(“Life Together, Life Forever” v. 4) 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Enrollment for Summer School and for the 2016-17 school year begins on January 12th.  For information, 

please contact the school office. 

We are seeking volunteer help for some light administrative duties.  Please contact the school office if you 

are able to help.  

 

Mrs. Chrissy Heiss, M.Ed., Director  Train Up a Child in God’s Love 

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 816-741-8031   FAX  816-741-0455 

christpk@christlc.com; https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten; www.christlc.net 
 

 

 

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten
http://www.christlc.net/


Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 

“Encourage one another and build each other up…”  1st Thess. 5:11 
Greetings from the Lutheran High School of Kansas City.  For over 30 years students have 
been able to benefit from secondary Christian education as they have been prepared for today, 
tomorrow, and eternity.  LHSKC boasts a proud tradition of delivering a high quality college 
prep curriculum which at the same time services a variety of learning styles yearning for a 
Christ-centered education.  Accredited by both AdvancED, formerly North Central, and National Lutheran 
School Accreditation our students have been able to attend the very best colleges and universities in the 
Midwest and beyond. 
LHSKC is a school for “achievers and believers”, a school where our students experience a Christ-centered 
education delivered by qualified and dedicated Christian servants.  We expect our students to be actively 
engaged in academics, but also involved in their school by participating in a variety of activities.  The well-
rounded student is the most sought after student by universities and employers.  LHSKC is a place where a 
child can grow spiritually through the everyday application of God’s word.  It is a place where social 
maturity is enhanced through leadership opportunities enabled by a caring faculty and administration.  
Student confidence and self-esteem grow stronger through the reassurance of the Gospel.  We believe in our 
youth and challenge them to become the very best that they can be. Academically our students are 
challenged by both AP courses and dual credit university courses they can transfer to their next school.  
Our ACT scores have ranked between 24 and 25 the last five years as our students pursue their studies at 
the highest level.  Finally, athletically our students get opportunities to play multiple sports as they 
discipline their schedules between academics, the arts, and athletics.  Intertwined amongst all of this is the 
greater understanding of God’s love and forgiveness and the reassurance each of us has in His grace. 
Wow…what an opportunity, what a school…check us out and see what the future may hold for you and 
your loved ones.  In His Service, Dr. Cary Stelmachowicz (Executive Director) 
Mission Statement:  The Lutheran High School of Kansas City provides a Christ-centered environment 
preparing lives for today, tomorrow and eternity. 
 

********************************************************** 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Shannon Stark at her graduating summa cum laude from Park in 
December. 
Orchids to Joshua Keller who stepped in at the last minute to acolyte for the first Midweek 

Advent Service.  Thank you for stepping up on such short notice, Joshua. 
Orchids to Rick Easley and Bob Bayless who are retiring from the Elders Committee.  Well done good 
and faithful servants.  We appreciate all your service these past years in a very important position in 
the Church.  God bless you and your families. 
Orchids to the helpful “elves” who helped fill the Christmas stockings this year – Marilyn Steffens, Tom 
Chastain, and Carole Fredericks.   
Orchids to our “secret Santa” who supplies the goodies for the stocking stuffers, and for all the kids to 
enjoy! 
Orchids to those who donated and purchased Christmas gifts for our Hillcrest family. Thanks so much! 
Orchids to those who donated, assembled, and delivered the cookie plates for our home-bound members:  
Becky Belt, JoAnne Burnside, Wilma Chandler, Janet Corbett, Sheryl Cozad, Carol Houghtlin, Denice 
Lackey, Eunice Littleton, Jean Rea, Lynda Reinert, Jan Sittig, Cynthia Smith, Eileen Sprouls, Pat 
Toillion, Kathy Warring, Lizsette Watson, and Joyce White.  Also, orcihds to the carolers and elders 
who delivered the plates. 
Orchids to those who supplied desserts for the fellowship time after Advent services: Sheryl Cozad, 
Laurel Eggerstedt, Vonnie Niederwimmer, Lynda Reinert, Marilyn Steffens, and Joyce White. 
 

http://www.lhskc.com/


 
 
 

 
 

1/1 Mark Cox 

1/2 Leo Ehlers 

 Joe Graham 

1/5 James Moore 

 Sharon Obie 

 Nathan Cox 

1/6 Tammy Lietzau 

1/7 Tylie Shupe 

1/8 David Lackey 

1/9 Lynda Reinert 

 Stephanie Kelly Ford 

1/10 Rebecca Schademann 

 Leanne Hilligas 

1/11 Shelly Pfleiderer 

 Donnie Williams 

 Stephen Newhouse 

 Lauren Chastain 

1/12 Rachel Pfleiderer 

 Jacob Arnold 

 Matthew Patrick 

1/13 Diana Stewart 

 Amy Stepp 

 Austin Seymour 

1/14 Rick Easley 

1/15 Dana Cox 

 Matthew Lyons 

1/16 Miriam Van Winkle 

 Eric Worden 

 Kristen Eagle 

1/17 Margie Oswald 

 Sam Brown 

1/19 Christian Lowe 

 Nathaniel Patrick 

 Kristianna Sandridge  

1/20 Rebecca Graham 

1/21 Ellen Dickeson 

 Rhonda McKinnon 

1/22 Karen Daugherty 

 Jennifer Sperl 

 Stephanie Overstreet 

 Maxwell Pfleiderer 

 Lane Brewer 

1/23 Kenneth Kraft 

1/24 Brenda Johnson 

 Jacqueline Gehkre 

 Chelsey Basch 

 Zachary van der Linde 

1/25 Nicole Aven 

 Matthew Wilson 

 Kyle Stites 

 Isabel Quintero 

 Madelyn Quintero 

1/27 Sara Musil 

 Susan Saving 

 Dallas Boeka 

 Weston Smith 

1/29 Cheryl Pate 

 Toby Waller 

 Haley Waisner 

1/30 Julia Almstedt 

 Schylar Sperl 

 Juliette Moe 

1/31 Carl Niederwimmer 

 Kathlyn Van Winkle 

 Michelle Marriott 

 Rian Lietzau 

 Stephanie Richardson 

 

 

 

 
Martin Luther Academy 

* Calling all Preschoolers through 2nd Graders!!!  You are invited 
to attend an EXTRAVAGANZA FUN DAY at MLA, Sunday, 
January 10 from 2 – 4 p.m.  The day will include character visits 
and photo opportunities with ELSA, ANNA, SLEEPING 
BEAUTY, MICKEY and MINNIE MOUSE, and BATMAN.  We 
will also have face painting, a bounce house, games, snacks, 
and door prizes.  Be sure to save the date!!!  Please contact Lisa 

Martens for questions.  (816-734-1060) 

* March 12 - MLA Auction and Dinner at 5:00 p.m. in the MLA gym.   

 
 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Acts 20:35 
 

“In all things I have shown you that . . . we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He 
Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 20:35).  And indeed it is.  Does this not strike 
a chord that resonates in us all? Which of us can’t recall the look of surprise and thanks for the 
Christmas gifts that we labored to give to those whom we love? And the joy written on their face 
when that gift is received with thanksgiving means more than all the gifts we have received.  It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.  
 
Our Lord knew this because He practiced it.  He gave of Himself, sparing not even His life in 
death, in order to give us back to our Father in heaven.  He knew that in giving, you get more 
because in giving joy is multiplied: the one who receives and the one who gives both rejoice in what 
is given and received.  What is more the one who receives is thankful and only wants to give 
back to the one who gave so generously. 
 
So also with our tithes and offerings in church.  We want to give because we have received from 
God all that we are and all that we have.  Our giving does not originate in what we must do to earn 
God’s favor.  We have God’s favor because of the gift of His Son which we receive through Word 
and Sacrament.  Thus, we are made free from the compulsion of giving.  Now our tithes and 
offering are freely given in thanksgiving for what God has so generously given to us.  
 
Why then does the church struggle to make budgets? Why does the church always seem stretched 
so thin? After all the Church is the place where God not only gives to us once, but continually 
again and again.  And what gifts He gives! He gives us the forgiveness of sins, generously pouring 
out His grace and mercy because He loves us. So why does the church struggle? 
 
It’s because sin still clings to us.  Our fallen nature makes us selfish and miserly.  It leads us to 
believe that we can have our cake and eat it too.  Because of sin we want to receive, but not give.  
We want God's blessings, but we don’t want to share them with those around us.  We want to 
remain comfortable in our own self-contained, neat, and tidy lives, without the headaches 
of loving those around us by helping them in their time of need.  
 
“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  
Remember that God has placed you in a church, not only to receive His grace and mercy, 
but also to use you to bless others.  Your tithes and offerings ensure that those around you have 
pastors to preach the life-saving and life-giving Word of God.  They ensure that the lights and heat 
and air-conditioning are working.  They ensure there is water for Holy Baptism and bread and wine 
for the Holy Communion.  Everything the Church does, she is able to do by and through the 
generosity of the members of the Church. 
 
So remember the words of the Lord Jesus.  It is more blessed to give than to receive.  And 
remember the joy that attended the gifts you gave at Christmas.  This same joy attends your gifts to 
the church.  

 

 

 

 

 



We get letters…… 
Thank you to all who visited and/or sent cards while I was in the hospital or here 

at home.  I had a stroke and have returned to my home with care.  I am very glad 

to be home and hopefully will be able to be home for some time.  I was very 

blessed with a fast recovery.  My girls are good nurses.  I still have some therapy to do 

before I am allowed to drive.  I miss being able to wait on myself.   Wilma Chandler  
 

Dear Parish-family,   Thank you for including our family in your thoughts, prayers and gifts 

during the Christmas season once again.  The Arnold family is blessed to have such a 

wonderful parish to attend and serve.  God showers forth blessings upon us through you 

each Christmas – not only at this festive time, but all throughout the entire year.  Again, 

from the bottom of our hearts – Thank you!  May the Lord bless and keep each of you. 

The Arnold family – Pastor, Andrea, Jacob and Benjamin 
 

Dear Friends in Christ – I want to thank you for sharing your intention to support pastoral 

formation during the coming year through the LCMS Joint Seminary Fund and our LCMS 

seminaries.  Your partnership in the formation of our next generation of pastors, ordained 

missionaries, chaplains, deaconesses and partner church leaders is serving an invaluable 

purpose in God’s church and in the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  You are 

part of God’s answer to all those willing to learn and serve; to those who will guide and 

teach at our seminaries; to the congregations or mission stations waiting to receive a new 

seminary graduate; and to those who will grow in faith by hearing God’s Word 

proclaimed.  Simply – THANK YOU!  May the Lord of the Church continue to bless all you 

in the work He has entrusted you to do in service to Him and in His name!   

                  Most cordially yours, Cindy Simpson, Director, LCMS Joint Seminary Fund LCMS 
 

Dear Pastors, Deacon, Eunice, and Church Family, 

We hope to be back among you before too much longer as Roberta’s wound is healing.  

The wound to begin with was about 4 inches by 6 inches and is now down to only about 2 

inches by 3 inches of open wound, or less than half the size. 

PASTORS- Thank you or your help getting Roberta out of the house, for the many home 

calls you have made, for the home communions, and especially for your prayers. 

DEACON – Thank you for organizing and bringing the caroling group and cookies to our 

home, and thank you to whoever made the cookies, too.  It really made our Christmas 

wonderful.  Now you know a group to add to the choir. 

EUNICE – Thank you for sending us the bulletins and copies of the pastors’ sermons each 

week, along with the very welcome personal get well notes. 

CHURCH FAMILY – Thank you for all your prayers.  They are the reason Roberta’s wound 

is healing so well.  Also thanks for your phone calls, cards and food.  It was all greatly 

appreciated.  We pray GOD’S BLESSINGS for you all.   

     Yours in Christ, Roberta and Bill Musil 
 

Thank you parish family for the memo set with pen and the gift card to Zona Rosa.  I am so 

blessed to be a part of a wonderful parish family and have a job that I absolutely love.  

Thanks Again, Kristina Fredde 
 

Dear members of Christ Lutheran – Thank you for the Christmas gift!!    I appreciate the 

gift cards to Zona Rosa and Anna Marie’s Tea Shop.  I will get very good use out of both of 

them.  It is such a pleasure to work with the people here – I am very blessed to be here 

and to have formed such wonderful relationships with so many members.  Thank you 

again, and God’s blessings in 2016!   Eunice Rodriguez 

 



On behalf of everyone at MLA, we wanted to say a huge THANK YOU! for your continued 

support of our annual cookie walk.  Thank you also for allowing us to use your tables.  We 

couldn’t have done it without you.  Thank you!  Stephanie & Jerry Parker, Cookie Walk 

Coordinators 

 
***************************************************************************************** 

Christmas Gifts for Hillcrest 

A family of five moved into our Hillcrest apartment in early December.  We were able to 

provide them with a nice Christmas, thanks to those that donated gifts or funds. 

 

In Gathering for Our Redeemer Lutheran Church/Benton Ave. 

Our Redeemer could use some items to assist the community in emergency situations.  Items 

requested are feminine hygiene products (tampons), diapers and formula. These items cost a 

little more, and that could be the reason that why Our Redeemer is in such short supply.   We 

will also accept cans of soda pop. Public Relations will have a collection table near the pop 

machine during January 10-24 where you can drop off your donations.  Please see Howard & 

Judy Gibson with any questions.  

********************************************** 

ACTION TEAM – LIVE GENEROUSLY 

Happy New Year from Action Team! January 2016 brings with it TWO ACTION TEAM 

OPPORTUNITIES for every member of Thrivent Financial. Do you have a cause or purpose close 

to your heart? Live generously, apply for an Action Team project to support that cause and 

you’ll have $250.00 to spend to somehow benefit that cause. Call Thrivent Financial, Heidi 

Scroggins or Linda Reinhardt for details and help getting your Action Team started. 

The core of the Action Team includes Heidi Scroggins, DeeDee Weymuth, Deanna Weymuth, 

Jan Sittig Pat Toillion, Vonnie Niederwimmer, Diana Stewart, Carol Houghtlin, Diane 

McPherson, Brenda Johnson, and Katie Goodwin among others. Many people have helped out 

over the year by tying the fleece blanket edges. Thank you. 

Larry Scroggins got us off to a flying start with the purchase of a new roll of 60 yards of 60” 

wide blanket fleece from an auction. Thank you Larry. 

Our Pillowcase-pot holder-blanket sale netted just over $2,000 thanks to many of you living 

generously. That will go a long way funding our 2016 projects. We still have several items left 

for sale and will gladly get them out for you if requested. Otherwise we plan to hold the sale 

items over until spring and offer them again. 

THANK YOU for considering your own action team and for supporting the projects this action 

team tackles. Thank you Pastor Arnold for allowing us work space to accomplish our projects. 

********************************************** 

 

WE CURRENTLY HAVE OPENINGS FOR CNA’S, HOSPITALITY AIDES AND 

MAINTENANCE WORKERS. 

PLEASE CONTACT DEBBY AT 816-331-0781 OR 

FAX YOUR RESUME TO 816-322-4975. 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO COME IN AND FILL 

OUT AN APPLICATION.  

1003 S. CEDAR BELTON, MO 64012 
 



October -2017 Anniversaries 
+ Christ Lutheran – 60 Years + 

+ The Reformation – 500 Years + 

 
In 2017 we will embark on a celebration of two monumental Anniversaries during the month of 

October.  Our Parish-Family celebrates 60 years AT and WITH Christ along with the 500
th
 

anniversary of the posting of the 95 theses by Martin Luther – the official beginning of The 

Reformation.  So, why are we talking about something that is two years away right now?  Good 

question.  Here’s why… 
 

Beginning this month our Parish-Family embarks on a capital campaign that will help support 

various facility improvement.  Please note the Anniversary Offering Envelope attached to 

this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff.  Last year, the Board of Directors formed a Facilities 

Renovation Committee and they have already accomplished many of the projects on their list. 

This list with price tag includes:  
 

 A new flat roof – est. $70,000 (done last year) 

 Tuck-pointing the entire exterior of the church -- $47,404 

 Church parking lot -- $51,791 

 New windows at the 72
nd

 Street parsonage as well as the Camden Ave. house. -- $19,559 

 Carpet at the Camden Ave. house and the Maple Ln. house – $8,884 
 

Projects yet to be done include: 

 Resolve drainage issues on East side of the church. 

 Various flooring, ceiling and finish repairs throughout the church  

 Various HVAC units at both the church and houses. 

 Other smaller projects to update the Pre-K and other areas downstairs. 
 

Our church facilities are in need of some improvements and, unfortunately, these updates are 

not cheap.  We have spent some of our current capital as well as borrowed against our mortgage 

loan to pay for these items. 
 

So, we will begin a capital campaign in honor of our two 2017 Anniversary celebrations to help 

fund these continued projects.  Won’t you help?  Much more detail will be forthcoming in the 

months ahead.  Updates and information will be shared as well. 
 

***************************************************************************************** 

A Case for Character:  Towards a Lutheran Virtue Ethics 
Dr. Joel Biermann, Associate Professor of Systematic Theology at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis will be 

at St. Stephen Lutheran in Liberty on Saturday, January 9
th

.  He will be leading a seminar and speak on 

the topic of Christian character and ethics in a Lutheran framework.  Everyone is invited to take part 

and hear what Dr. Biermann says regarding the need for formation in outstanding character becoming 

more import as our culture shifts.  This seminar seeks to present a foundation for the work of instilling 

character in Christian people and explore concrete and practical ways this work is accomplished in our 

daily lives.  Contact Deaconess Intern Greta at St. Stephen at 816-741-3377 or 

deaconessgreta@sbcglobal.net to register.  Cost is $5 per person.  The seminar runs from 8:30AM – 

2:30PM. Lunch will be provided, but be sure to register so enough meals are prepared.   

mailto:deaconessgreta@sbcglobal.net

