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2014 
Year of another Blessed Anniversary 

Yet another NEW YEAR is upon us and there is more to celebrate.  This coming spring, 
our Christ Lutheran PRE-KINDERGARTEN will complete its 40th year of TEACHING and 
REACHING our precious little ones in the love of Jesus.  We have been truly blessed 
with a wonderful school including terrific teachers, directors, helpers, parents and 
countless volunteers over the years. 
With a new year comes new resolutions.  As we turn the calendar once again our hope 
might be to turn “toward” something good – or – “away” from something bad.  We 
might resolve to exercise more, for the sake of good health.  We might resolve to eat 
less junk food or step away from some other bad habit.  Whatever it might be, the 
onset of another year can spark a certain tenacity toward starting fresh, turning over a 
new leaf, or taking on a different approach.  A renewed sense of vigor and energy 
comes over us as we plot to carry forth a new endeavor. 
Though Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten has been around for a long time, a significant 
anniversary has the potential to instill that new sense of vigor and energy.  As with any 
anniversary, looking back can reveal both the good experiences as well as the bad.  Yet, 
an anniversary is a milestone met with joy because with it comes a blessed 
accomplishment.  We are able to see by God’s grace how we “weathered the storms” 
and also “rejoiced” in so many blessed events.  Either way, God was in complete 
control and remains at the helm of our/His school and church. 
Here it is… the year 2014.  It doesn’t seem possible.  Looking back at the year now past 
we see how much the Lord has blessed us – in the midst of both the good and the bad.  
Our Lord is in charge of our days and our nights.  He was in 2013 and will be again this 
year.  With every bit of confidence we know that God is with us no matter what the 
circumstances might be.  There will be the good and the bad.  There will be days of 
great discouragement and also joyous hope.  Through it all – all the way through 2014 – 
God will remain God.  And though we don’t always think so, He’s remarkably perfect at 
what He does. 
During this year ahead, there will be many reminders of our school’s 40th year of 
TEACHING and REACHING our precious children in the love of Jesus.  For example, at 
the end of this month we will celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week (January 26th –  
February 1st) as we especially remember Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten, Martin 
Luther Academy and Lutheran High School of Kansas City.  We give thanks for the 
blessings of Lutheran education, the schools with which we are directly involved, and 
all other Lutheran schools across the country.  There will also be other reminders and 
opportunities to celebrate in the near future.  So, keep an eye out!! 
2014 is a year to celebrate… an anniversary… another year in our Lord – AT and WITH 
CHRIST.  Celebrate with us!!  Join us in the Lord’s House!! 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
Pastor Arnold 

 



God’s Blessing of Marriage 
“On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.  Jesus 

also was invited to the wedding with His disciples.  When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to 
Him, ‘They have no wine.’”(John 2:1-3)  The Gospel for 2nd Sunday after Epiphany (this year, 
January 19th) is John 2:1-11.  This is the account of Jesus turning water into wine at a wedding 
feast in Cana.  Epiphany 2 has given pastors (even as far back as Luther’s day and well beyond!) 
no small opportunity to preach on the topic of marriage.   

Marriage has been given to us by God and is meant to be a great blessing to a man and 
woman, to the community, and indeed to the entire human race.  But men and women are 
sinners by nature, and the essence of sin is rebellion and selfishness.  And so marriage, as 
instituted and intended by God, is under attack by the world.  In our day in age, many couples 
completely ignore God’s intent and live together without the benefit of marriage.  Others rush 
into marriage but soon divorce, only to enter into another marriage that too often also ends in 
divorce.  In our country and in others, the very definition of marriage as being between one man 
and one woman is being challenged and defied as so-called same sex “marriage” laws are 
enacted.   

Though sin has corrupted and distorted what God made, nonetheless what He intended 
for all His creation is good and positive, including the creation of man and woman and the 
institution of marriage.  Remember: marriage is not an invention of man that he may define as he 
wills, but it is God’s institution.  After God created Eve and brought her to Adam, the Scriptures 
state, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become 
one flesh.”(Gen. 2:24)  No other relationship on earth, whether between close friends or between 
parent and child, is meant to be the same or as high a priority as the unique relationship God has 
designed for a husband and a wife. 

In many and various ways throughout his Gospel and letters, the Apostle John tells us, 
“Love one another.”  This certainly applies to husband and wife.  But in the thinking of a natural, 
sinful human being, love is only a feeling that a person has for someone else.  It usually is a 
feeling of desire to possess the other person and even exploit him or her.  Because of our old 
sinful nature, we usually think of love in terms of getting what we want or need from another 
person.  We tend to feel love only to the extent that the other person is able to serve us or only as 
long as we can get what we want from the other person.  By nature, we do not understand the 
true meaning of Christian love.  Only in Christ do we understand real love: deliberate, attentive, 
and selfless.  American culture presupposes that love is something we “fall into” or even “out of” 
(in fact, most of today’s movies and television shows teach us that this is THE litmus test for 
marriage and divorce!)  This may be true of romance, which is a vital part of marriage, but if a 
marriage’s foundation is romance alone, it’s doomed to fail.   

The late 1970’s rock band Boston got it right about love: It’s “More than a feeling.”  The 
King James Version also gets it right in translating the Greek word agape in 1 Cor. 13 as “charity.”  
Now the word “charity” tells us quite a bit about love.  Love is more than a feeling—it is action.  
Can you imagine if love was nothing more than a feeling for God? We’d all still be condemned in 
our sins and headed toward eternal damnation in hell! But God loved.  He acted.  He sent His 
Son to die on the cross so sinners would have eternal life.  God still loves and acts by sending His 
Son today to forgive our sins. 

So deliberately take time on a regular basis to express your love for your God-given 
spouse.  Speak your love often.  Look for opportunities to share your love.  Appreciate him/her 
in writing.  Find God’s blessing for you in marriage.     
In Christ’s Service,  Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

Little Lambs and  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                   Grades 1-5 

KALEIDOSCOPE 

FRITZ’S RR CAFÉ 
Saturday, January 11      9 AM-1 PM 

 

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ are invited to travel to 
Crown Center to experience Kaleidoscope.  After a Fun 
Family Session, we will head over to Fritz’s Railroad 
Café where each family will have the opportunity to 
eat together at their own expense.  Please sign-up:  
poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

SR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                             

TRIVIA NIGHT 

FUN’RAISER 
Saturday, January 25  5:00-8:30 PM 

 

Our Fifth Annual LYF “Trivia Night Fun’Raiser” will be 
held on Saturday, January 25, beginning at 5 PM.  This 
year’s edition will take place in the Ephphatha Room 
at Christ Lutheran Church.  
 

Those who wish to play are asked to make a $15.00 
donation for their “seat” (collected on the night of the 
event), and are encouraged to group themselves 
together into teams of 5-10 people.  (Mulligans will be 
for sale).  Participants are asked to bring their own 
snacks/food/drinks for their table.  Please… no beer 
or wine this year.   
 

Proceeds from this fun event are being used to send 
almost 25 youth and adults to the LCMS Servant Event 
at Lutheran Valley Retreat near Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. 
 

     KFC          JR-LYF 
             Grades 1-5                               Grades 6-8 

TREACHEROUSLY TUBING 

TORNADO  ALLEY   

(SNOW CREEK) 
Sunday, February 9      Noon – 4 PM 

Kids For Christ and JR-LYF members are invited to an 
afternoon of tubing at Snow Creek (north of Weston) 
on Sunday, February 9.  SR-LYF members are certainly 
invited too…it’s just that the following weekend is the 
Ski Trip to Galena, Illinois. 
 

We will leave right after second service 
concludes…tube for about 2 hours and 15 minutes, 
then return to church by 4:00 PM.  Cost is $20 per 
person (Youth Funds will pay the additional cost). 
Other details can be found in the Fellowship 
Commons, along with the Sign-Up Poster.  SIGN-UP IS 
REQUIRED so that drivers can be put in place.  Please 
sign-up:  poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

SR-LYF     JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                              Grades 6-8    

SKI TRIP-GALENA, IL  
Saturday-Monday,   February 15-17 

Twenty-two have already made the commitment to 
attend.  There is still time to sign-up, but do so before 
January 19 so that good planning can be done. Please 
sign-up:  poster in the Fellowship Commons.  
 

 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) will start up again in January with a meal 

on the 21
st
 at Granite City in Zona Rosa.  Join them at Noon for food and 

fellowship.  Contact Joyce White for more information.   

Thanks to those who furnished desserts after the 10AM Advent Services – Shirley Manlove, 

Marlene Koppe, Lynda Reinert, Becky Belt, JoAnne Burnside, Joyce White, and Lilli Hobbs.  

Also, thanks to Deacon and Eunice for setting up the tables and chairs and having coffee 

ready for Christian fellowship. 

Thanks to those who furnished cookies and helped to put cookie plates together for our 

shut-ins: Sheryl Cozad, Vonnie Niederwimmer, Georgia Witt, Pat Toillion, Marlene Koppe, 

Joyce Degnan, Janet Sittig, Marilyn Steffens, Janet Corbett, Susan Dittmer, Jean Rea, Pam 

Levetzow, Mary Groth, Kathy Warring, Carolyn Hogan, Cindy Smith, Linda Reinhardt, and 

Joyce White.  Also, thanks to those who delivered the Christmas plates to shut-ins.  A blessed 

Christmas to all. 

The OASIS committee would like to thank everybody who donated goodies and helped 

assemble those goodie boxes for college students.  

 

 
 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions: 

Dean Lemburg – Reaffirmation of Faith 

Estel “Ray” Evans – Adult confirmation 
 

Deletions: 

David and Janice Pena – transfer to Amazing Grace  Oxford, FL 

Pat Mitchell – transfer to Amazing Grace  Oxford, FL 

John Mitchell – transfer to Amazing Grace  Oxford, FL 

 

People are funny; they want the front of the bus, 

Middle of the road, 

And back of the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January – March Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am  
January   Mark Buchholz   Jarien Montgomery 
    Grayson Spidle   Joshua Keller 
 

February   Tyler Pride    Jackson Foutch 
    Trenton Pride    Joseph Ramos 
 

March    Brayden Basch   Nathan Cox 
    Blake Faller    Brandon Cuda 
 Ash Wednesday, 5th @ 7pm – Joshua Keller, Joseph Ramos 
 Lenten Service, 12th @ 7pm – Jackson Foutch 
 Lenten Service, 19th @ 7pm – Jarien Montgomery 
 Lenten Service, 26th @ 7pm – Grayson Spidle 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal substitute  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin & Joey Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  

Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  
Trenton & Tyler Pride 8am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am  

*************************************************************************** 

GO RED FOR HEART!!! 

Sunday, February 2, 2014 
 

“Cardiovascular diseases and stroke are 

the #1 cause of death.” 
 

The last five years we have been very blessed to have our faithful nurses, Wendy Basch, Vonnie 

Niederwimmer and Kelly Henrichs taking blood pressure readings the first Sunday of every 

month for anyone who wanted to check their blood pressure. Many people have benefited from 

this service and the counseling the nurses gave about steps a person should take to better their 

health. February is GO RED FOR HEART month. Therefore, Sunday, February 2, we are 

joining the celebration “GO RED FOR HEART!” “HEART HEALTHY” food items will be 

served during fellowship time. Do you have a heart healthy food item you would be willing to 

donate a batch of ready to serve? We’d also like to have a hand out with all the recipes of what is 

served available. Please contact Heidi Scroggins via email hscroggins@kc.rr.com or phone 816-

454-7724 with your willingness to help. 

 
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/   https://www.goredforwomen.org/ 

 

Both of the above web sites have a lot of great information about combating heart disease. We are posting this in 

the January Shepherd’s Staff so you can make plans NOW to participate February 2. 

 

WEAR RED, SUNDAY, February 2, 2014 TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR FIGHTING HEART DISEASE, THE 

NUMBER ONE KILLER DISEASE OF AMERICANS!!!! 

 

mailto:hscroggins@kc.rr.com
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/
https://www.goredforwomen.org/


Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to all who helped keep our sidewalks clean during December. 
Orchids to everyone who played a part in our Children’s Christmas Program and the Cookie Reception 

that followed. 
Orchids to all those who baked and donated the yummy cookies that we sent to our shut-ins and enjoyed after the 
Christmas program. 
Orchids to all those who went caroling on the 8th.  Those people to whom we sang enjoyed it so much! 
Orchids to all of our Altar Guild members, organists, choir members and directors, acolytes, elders, and all those 
who put in extra time with all the special services.  Thank you for your service to our Lord. 
Orchids to Tom and Barb Chastain, Jim and Carole Fredericks, and George and Joyce White, who helped with the 
candy filled stockings given to our youth after the Weekday School/Sunday School Christmas program.   
Orchids also to our “Secret Santa” for the goodies again this year. 
Orchids to everyone who helped with the decorating for Christmas.  Everything was beautiful! 
Orchids to the ladies who provided desserts after our morning Advent services. 
Orchids to Linda Thomssen for playing violin, Jon and Janessa Almstedt for singing during Advent, Elizabeth 
Reinhardt for playing oboe, Kate Smith for playing flute, Blake Faller for playing his saxophone during Advent, to 
Katie Eberth for playing piano on Christmas Eve and to Bane and Otto Gaiser for singing on Christmas Eve. 
Orchids to those who provided pre-program music for Children's Christmas Program:  Kendyll Fredde-piano, Gus 
Jones-piano, Sarah Vincenti-piano, Greta Jones-piano, and Julia Almstedt-voice solo. 
Orchids go out to the 33 youth and adults who donated their Sunday afternoon, December 8th, to visit and sing 
Christmas carols to several members of our parish.  Your donation of time and your attitudes of joy are greatly 
appreciated. 
Orchids go out to the 36 youth and adults who participated in the LYF “Christmas Shopping for Others” event.  
Your time and willingness to “do for others” helped 11 children from Our Redeemer Lutheran Church to have a 
wonderful day. 
Orchids to those who were able to serve as Ushers in 2013. Your service played an important role in the success of 
the many Sunday services. Thanks very much!!!  (Lowell Smith, Director of Elders.) 
Orchids to those who have volunteered to serve as Ushers in 2014. Thanks for the giving of your time and talents 
to further the Glory of our Lord and Savior. If I overlooked someone that wishes to serve as an Usher in 2014, 
please contact yours truly, Lowell Smith (lsmith@kc.rr.com), Director of Elders.  
Orchids to Cliff Baker, David and Denice Lackey, Steven Thaemert, Greg Fritts, Hal Sinclair, Phil Daley, Jeff 
Ferguson, and Dustin Colvin for the giving of your time and talent in 2013 in the care of the church’s grass. I 
appreciate your help and look forward to 2014.  

*************************************************************************** 

Bring in the New Year with new health. Join certified Health Coach Rachel Almstedt for a 

“Detox Rocks with the Seasons” workshop to kick start your journey to real health. Have you 

ever noticed that we are given different foods as the seasons change? When our eating and 

life activities follow the seasons, we naturally cleanse and detox year round. This system of 

living improves many of our modern day health concerns, including: stubborn weight that 

won’t budge, fatigue, headaches, nagging cravings, chronic congestion, and digestive issues 

such as constipation and indigestion. If you have ever wondered what it means to detox and 

why it is important, this class is for you. Come on out to learn about seasonal foods that 

naturally detox, and a few tips to support a peaceful lifestyle. See you there!  

Date: Saturday, January 11, 2014 Time: 2:00pm 

Location: Christ Lutheran Church 

Cost: There is no cost to participants but RSVP is appreciated. 

Contact Coach Rachel at rachel@realhealthyu.com to reserve your spot. 

mailto:lsmith@kc.rr.com
mailto:rachel@realhealthyu.com


News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
The Fruit of Kindness 

Children are often not kind to one another on the playground or in the hallway.  We see it all the time.  However, 

children, faculty, and staff at Pre-K are blessed to receive the Spirit’s fruit of kindness.  Jesus offers forgiveness 

for all the unkind words and deeds done to Him and done to others.   
 

Rejoicing in the kindness of his Savior, the apostle Paul wrote, “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, as God in Christ forgave you” (Eph. 4:32).  Forgiveness from Christ means forgiving others, which 

is demonstrated in kind words and deeds.   
 

At Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten, we seek out those who need the fruit of kindness.  Kindness truly is a fruit 

of the Spirit that flows from the heart and is demonstrated at the Spirit’s direction.   Kindness is not rehearsed or 

premeditated.  Kindness cannot be staged.  It is fleeting and fast.  Kindness is shared with a smile, a word, a 

touch.   

This is demonstrated by listening attentively and compassionately to our students and their parents, and helping 

in any way possible.    
 

Please pray for us in this New Year-2014 as we celebrate 40 Years of Teaching and Reaching God’s Precious 

Children.  Pray that all of us involved in this vital ministry continue to show kindness to children and families in 

our community. 
 

Enrollment Time 

We will open enrollment for our summer school and the 2014-15 school year on January 9
th

.  We offer 2-day, 3-

day, 4-day, and 5-day classes along with extended care.  Children ages 2-6 are welcome.  All students must be 

completely toilet trained.  Be sure to check our website for enrollment forms or call the Pre-K office for more 

information.  
 

 

Chrissy Heiss, M.Ed., Director, Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten, 816-741-8031 

christpk@christlc.com,    www.christlc.net,   http://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten 
 

"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these." 

Mark 10:14 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+**+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+**+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 
Lutheran High School of Kansas City 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City provides a Christ-centered learning 
environment, stressing academic excellence and equipping young people 
for service as Christ's disciples. 

 As the year progresses we continue to spread the word regarding LHSKC. 
While we experienced a banner year with a freshman class of 43 and 
overall enrollment at 132, the job of publicizing the excellence of our 
school continues. We ask for your support as we look to increase 
enrollment and equip students with the “whole armor of God.” There are 

many recruiting strategies we employ, but word of mouth can be one of the more powerful 
ones. Thanks for your continued support.  
Please keep our school in your prayers.  If you or someone you know would like more 
information on LHSKC, or if you have any questions about our school, please contact us. 

Lutheran High School of KC  12411 Wornall Rd.  Kansas City, MO 64145 
816-241-5478     Fax: 816-876-2069    Website:  www.lhskc.com 

*************************************************************************** 

Opportunity may knock once, 

But temptation bangs on the front door forever. 

 

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
http://www.christlc.net/
http://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten


We get letters…… 

Hello, 

The semester is wrapping up I will be taking my final exams soon. I recently 

received a large box of snacks from my parish family! Thank you very much! It 

made my week a little easier.  :)  Kacie Ferguson 
 

Dear Parish-family, 

The Arnolds would like to share a special “thank you” to all who sent cards and gifts our way 

during this Christmas Season.  All were very precious to us.  Andrea and I were reflecting just 

the other day how blessed we as a family are to have all of you in our lives.  Your kindness, 

your gifts, your strengthening words and prayers have been invaluable to us.  May God richly 

bless you and keep you all in the “New Year” to come!! 

Pastor, Andrea, Jacob and Benjamin Arnold  
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Christmas Carolers, 

Thank you so much for stopping by my apartment to sing Christmas songs on Sunday 

afternoon, December 8th.  Many of my neighbors also enjoyed your singing.  Thank you, also, 

for the Christmas tree ornament as well as the plate of cookies.  Your visit was most enjoyable 

and much appreciated.  Thank you.  Dorothea Bosworth 
 

Thank you to everyone who remembered me in their prayers, and through kind cards and 

words and gestures during the time of my surgeries and recovery.  Kim Heermann 
 

Thank you those who donated to Hillcrest resident.  From, the Public Relations Committee 
 

Thank you to the members of Christ Lutheran for the many cards, gifts, and well-wishes that 

have been shared with my family and with me this Christmas.  It is a joy to serve the people of 

this parish!    Deacon Buchholz 

*************************************************************************** 

Martin Luther Academy 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  MLA will be offering parent 
information workshops in the month of January for any adults interested in attending.  The 
presentations are a DVD Series by Tim Elmore.  The DVD section will be about 45 minutes each night, 
with sharing and small group discussions to follow.  The evening’s activities will end around 8:15pm.  
The nights of the presentations are the four Thursdays (1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 1/30) in January after we 
return to school from Christmas Break.  All adults are invited to attend.  Feel free to invite friends and 
neighbors.  Please RSVP to principal@martinlutheracademy.org letting us know how many will be in 
attendance. 
Another exciting event coming up is our annual Open House for prospective families.  We hope you 
are able to attend if you are considering taking advantage of a Christian education for your 
Kindergarten through eighth grade child. 

OPEN HOUSE 
 MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY 

 ENROLLMENT FOR THE 2014-15 SCHOOL YEAR 
 KINDERGARTEN THROUGH EIGHTH GRADE 
 Tuesday, January 21st    4:00pm – 6:00pm 

7112 N. Overland Drive  Kansas City, Missouri  64151 

816.734.1060    www.martinlutheracademy.org 
If you are unable to attend the Open House but would like information about MLA, please 

contact me with any questions or to set up a time to visit.   

Thank you for your continued support.  Yours in Christ, Rick Schneider, Principal 

mailto:principal@martinlutheracademy.org
http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


A few words about New Year’s Resolutions that we should think about…Question: "What 
sort of New Year’s Resolution should a Christian make?" 
 
Answer: The practice of making New Year’s resolutions goes back over 3,000 years to the 
ancient Babylonians. There is just something about the start of a new year that gives us the 
feeling of a fresh start and a new beginning. In reality, there is no difference between 
December 31 and January 1. Nothing mystical occurs at midnight on December 31. The Bible 
does not speak for or against the concept of New Year’s resolutions. However, if a Christian 
determines to make a New Year’s resolution, what kind of resolution should he or she make? 
Common New Year’s resolutions are commitments to quit smoking, to stop drinking, to 
manage money more wisely, and to spend more time with family. By far, the most common 
New Year’s resolution is to lose weight, in conjunction with exercising more and eating more 
healthily. These are all good goals to set. However, 1 Timothy 4:8 instructs us to keep 
exercise in perspective: “For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all 
things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.” The vast majority of 
New Year’s resolutions, even among Christians, are in relation to physical things. This should 
not be. 
Many Christians make New Year’s resolutions to pray more, to read the Bible every day, and 
to attend church more regularly. These are fantastic goals. However, these New Year’s 
resolutions fail just as often as the non-spiritual resolutions, because there is no power in a 
New Year’s resolution. Resolving to start or stop doing a certain activity has no value unless 
you have the proper motivation for stopping or starting that activity. For example, why do 
you want to read the Bible every day? Is it to honor God and grow spiritually, or is it because 
you have just heard that it is a good thing to do? Why do you want to lose weight? Is it to 
honor God with your body, or is it for vanity, to honor yourself? 
Philippians 4:13 tells us, “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.” John 15:5 
declares, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” Keep the Lord at the center of your 
New Year’s resolution – whether that be physical or spiritual.  As Christians, we put Christ 
first in all things. We are grafted in Christ by virtue of His grace through the gift of faith.  So, 
in all things form good habits that will keep our focus on the most important person in our 
life – Jesus. 
So, what sort of New Year’s resolution should a Christian make? Here are some suggestions: 
(1) pray to the Lord for wisdom (James 1:5) in regards to what resolutions, if any, He would 
have you make; (2) pray for wisdom as to how to fulfill the goals we set with Christ at the 
center; (3) rely on God’s strength to help you; (4) don’t become discouraged with occasional 
failures; instead, allow them to motivate you further; (5) don’t become proud or vain, but 
give God the glory. Psalm 37:5-6 says, “Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he 
will do this: He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause 
like the noonday sun.” 

 

 

 

A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Timothy%204.8
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http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.5
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It’s a new year.  And with a new year comes the time where we take stock of the previous year to 
change what needs to be changed and to improve what needs to be improved.  Let’s consider then 
our stewardship of the things that God has given to us, only out of His Fatherly, Divine goodness 
and mercy.  
St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully.  Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at 
all times, you may abound in every good work.  As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 
his righteousness endures forever.’  He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, 
which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor 9:6–11). 
The Apostle tells us that the Lord of All will both supply and increase what we need to give to the 
church for its work in and for the world.  He tells us that this work that God is doing in us will 
enrich and bless us in every way, and, through this, it will produce thanksgiving to God.  With this in 
mind, here is some practical advice to help you take stock of your giving of years past, which will 
help you to change what needs to be changed and improve what needs to be improved … 

1. Attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation for 
you.  If you’ve not been faithful in attending worship to hear the preaching of God’s Word, 
to receive forgiveness, and feast of the rich food of our Lord’s Body and Blood for the eternal 
benefit of your body and soul, then repent and come to receive the gifts God freely gives.  
God doesn’t want your money.  He wants you—all of you (Matt 22:20–22).  

2. Beseech the Lord for help.  Your right as a Christian is to speak freely with your Father, the 
King of all creation, through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Go to the throne of grace and 
ask for strength and wisdom to follow His bidding faithfully (John 15:1–16). 

3. Consider what the Church is and what the Church does.  The Church is a mercy place.  
It inhales the mercy of the Father by the death, resurrection, and ascension of His Son 
through the preaching of the Gospel and the Sacraments.  It exhales this mercy in love 
toward the neighbor.  You are numbered among the saints of the Church on earth; you are a 
brother or sister within God’s family.  Thus, you are not only a recipient of God’s mercy, 
but a bearer of that mercy for the life of the world.  You spread that mercy in showing 
mercy through the generous giving of your income to support the work of the Church in and 
for the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament (Lev 27:1–34). 

4. Designate your current giving in light of the New Testament’s teaching on supporting 
the work of the Church.  For many of us, this took place in October for Stewardship 
Sunday.  Are you honoring that commitment you made? Are you giving of your first fruits 
(taking it out of your paycheck first) or does God get what’s left over? Are you giving 
voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving proportionally and generously? The Old Testament 
required a tithe, 10%.  The New Testament gives freedom to be generous, to give more for 
the Church’s work. Are you relying on God’s promise to provide and increase what you need 
to do His work? If your answer is “no” to any of these questions, repent.  If God gave you 
His only Son, will He not provide for you all things, even physical things? Trust Him.  
Trust His Word and heed it.  

5. Entrust for the year a generous proportion of your income: God’s gift to you for this 
body and life.  You are children of the New Covenant.  You are free to give more because 
you have been given more.  There is no limit!  

 
 

 



 

  *************************************************************************** 

If a church wants a better pastor, 
It only needs to pray for the one it has. 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 
We're called to be witnesses, not lawyers or Judges. 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 
Some minds are like concrete   

Thoroughly mixed up and permanently set. 
 

 
 

1/1 Mark Cox 

1/2 Leo Ehlers 

 Joe Graham 

1/5 James Moore 

 Sharon Obie 

 Nathan Cox 

 Aldyn Leive 

1/6 Tammy Lietzau 

1/7 Tylie Shupe 

1/8 David Lackey 

 Quentin Leive 

1/9 Lynda Reinert 

 Stephanie Kelly Ford 

1/10 Rebecca Schademann 

 Leanne Daley 

1/11 Shelly Pfleiderer 

 Donnie Williams 

 Stephen Newhouse 

 Lauren Chastain 

1/12 Jacob Arnold 

 Rachel Pfleiderer 

 Matthew Patrick 

1/13 Diana Stewart 

 Austin Seymour 

1/15 Dana Cox 

 Matthew Lyons 

1/16 Miriam Van Winkle 

 Eric Worden 

 Kristen Eagle 

1/17 Margie Oswald 

 Sam Brown 

1/18 Alan Huesers 

 Christian Lowe 

 Nathaniel Patrick 

 Kristianna Sandridge 

1/20 Rebecca Graham 

1/21 Ellen Dickeson 

 Rhonda McKinnon 

1/22 Jennifer Sperl 

 Stephanie Lingle 

 Maxwell Pfleiderer 

 Lane Brewer 

1/23 Kenneth Kraft 

1/24 Brenda Johnson 

 Jacqueline Gehrke 

 Chelsey Lewis 

 Zachary van der Linde 

1/25 Norma Rees 

 Nicole Aven 

 Matthew Wilson 

 Kyle Stites 

1/26 Thomas Lawrenson 

1/27 Sara Musil 

 Susan Saving 

1/28 Freida Pate 

1/29 Cheryl Pate 

1/30 Jeffrey Emery 

 Julia Almstedt 

 Schylar Sperl 

 Juliette Moe 

1/31 Carl Niederwimmer 

 Kathlyn Van Winkle 

 Michelle Marriott 

 Stephanie Richardson 

 Rian Lietzau 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*************************************************************************** 
 

Do you, or does someone you know and love, live life with a mental illness?  NAMI – the 

National Alliance on Mental Health – would like to help you with any struggles this may 

present for you.  They are offering a Family-to-Family Education Program that is a free 12-

week course for families and friends of individuals who are dealing with conditions such as 

ADHD, Bipolar Disorder, and Schizophrenia.  Class begins January 28
th 

from 6:00-8:30PM
 
and 

runs the next 12 Tuesdays.  They also have NAMI Connection, which is a recovery support 

group for adults with mental illness, regardless of diagnosis.  Groups are led by trained 

individuals who are also in recovery – people who understand the challenges faced.  You can 

get more information on both these groups by calling NAMI-KC at 816-931-0030 for more 

information or with any questions you may have. 

*************************************************************************** 

Pancake Fundraiser   

The Platte County Optimist Club and Martin Luther Academy are hosting a Pancake 

Fundraiser on Saturday, January 11
th
 at Martin Luther Academy.  Serving will be from 

8:00AM through 11:00AM.  Cost will be $5 per person, with children 4 and under free.  

On the menu will be pancakes and sausage, coffee, and juice, and your 5 dollars will 

also get you admission to the basketball games at MLA that day. 


