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BE WISE: BELIEVE CHRIST! 
 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  And when they came into the house, they saw 

the young Child, with Mary, His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him.  And when they had opened their 

treasures, they presented unto Him gifts: gold and frankincense and myrrh.  Matthew 2:10-11 

 

In the mid 1940s Dr. Walter A. Maier, former Lutheran Hour Speaker, preached an Epiphany sermon he titled, 
BE WISE: BELIEVE CHRIST!  He shared a story of a man who stood on a street corner in New York City 
trying his best to sell twenty-dollar gold pieces for one dollar.  He stood there most of the day and thousands 
would pass by.  No one would even look at the man and his remarkable bargain.  This is not uncommon.  
Another instance recounts how a wealthy business owner tried to give out $1,500 absolutely free for Christmas 
– but all would decline to take it.  Some thought there was a cruel catch.  Some thought the bills were 
counterfeit. 
 
We might think, “We would certainly not be so foolish as those poor misguided people.”  Oh, no?  How many 
have heard the Gospel proclaimed through the airwaves, via the internet, or from the pulpit – offered to the 
world without price, without discrimination?  Yet, with full, free, and final forgiveness, repeatedly guaranteed 
through the Gospel proclamation, many continue carelessly to cast aside the greatest gift the Almighty Himself 
can grant. 
 
May we all heed this lesson of seeking and finding the Savior.  The Magi came bearing gifts for the Christ-
child.  The most precious gift of all was the one that Child was able to give to them.  Epiphany means 
“Appearing.”  Christmas is the celebration of God becoming man before the world – born to be like us in every 
way except without sin.  Epiphany begins the celebration of the man, Christ Jesus, being made known to the 
world as God.  The stories of His public ministry among the people begin in this valued season.  Gifts were 
brought to Him on the day of Epiphany.  Gifts are brought to mankind by His message of free deliverance 
throughout the season of Epiphany. 
 
Will you be receiving His full and free gifts this NEW YEAR – 2010?  Take Jesus up on His offer and start 
receiving His gifts at our Epiphany Divine Service on January 6th at 7 P.M.  Then, continue to receive these 
gifts throughout the year with your regular attendance at the Lord’s Table in His House on Sunday mornings 
and/or Wednesday evenings.  It’s free and it’s yours! 
 
By the way, the man who stood on the street corner in New York City did finally sell a gold coin.  Actually, he 
sold all of them.  A skeptical woman, after much deliberation, finally purchased one gold coin for a dollar.  She 
took it and had it appraised.  It was real!  So, she hurried back to purchase the rest.  As the story goes, from that 
day forward, the street was jammed by eager crowds waiting for the gold-coin merchant to return.  But it never 
happened. 
 
“The Star Proclaims the King Is Here” (LSB #399).  He is here to give the most precious gift of life everlasting.  
And it’s free!  Come, behold the gift!  BE WISE: BELIEVE CHRIST! 
 
Epiphany Blessings, 
 
 
Pastor Arnold 



A New Year, But Still the Same Cross 
This year marks a new decade- a new beginning.  New Year celebrations are a great 

opportunity to make resolutions for the future, revel in the present, and reflect on the past.  
Undoubtedly, each one of us has witnessed manifold changes in life in the past year … in the past 
decade …  

Yet the Lord grants us constant security in His unchanging Word.  Shade and comfort are 
provided in His steady and certain cross, even in spite of a shifty culture.  The cross is not always 
smiles, happiness, and sunshine.  Yet, from Christ’s suffering flows our blessing.  The cross is the 
foundation of our theology.   

Dr. Martin Luther knew something of the theology of the cross.  Many are familiar with 
Luther’s 95 Thesis (at least in name, if not in content): the declarations inviting dialogue and debate on 
the abuses which had crept into the Roman Church.  The 95 never materialized into debate, but only 
gave Luther the branding of “heretic” by Leo X.  Still, the Augustinian monk from Erfurt continued to 
write, to speak, and to believe.  In 1518, Luther’s 28 theses prepared for the Heidelberg disputation 
did draw such intended debate.  Note what Luther says in thesis 21, which especially addresses the 
Theology of the Cross: “A theologian of glory calls evil good and good evil.  A theologian of the cross calls the 
thing what it actually is.” (AE 31:40).  “Call evil good and good evil? Who? Me? No way! I don’t hold 
with the theology of glory!” So the matter is settled—supposedly.  However, the greatest divide on 
the theologian of glory and the theologian of the cross is the profound and difficult dimensions of 
how we speak and cope with suffering.  See Luther’s defense of his 21st thesis at the Heidelberg 
disputation: “This is clear: he who does not know Christ does not know God hidden in suffering.  Therefore he 
prefers works to suffering, glory to the cross, strength to weakness, wisdom to folly, and, in general, good to 
evil.  These are the people whom the Apostle calls “enemies to the cross of Christ” [Phil. 3:18], for they hate the 
cross and suffering and love works and the glory of works.  Thus they call the good of the cross evil and the evil 
of a deed good.  God can be found only in suffering and the cross, as has already been said.  Therefore the friends 
of the cross say that the cross is good and works are evil, for through the cross works are dethroned and the Old 
Adam, who is especially edified by works, is crucified.  It is impossible for a person not to be puffed up by his 
good works unless he was first been deflated and destroyed by suffering and evil until he knows that he is 
worthless and that his works are not his but God’s. (AE 31:53) Harsh words from Dr. Luther.  The 
theologian of glory calls suffering evil and works good.  How many times have we attempted to live 
by works instead of the cross/ forgiveness? How often have we tried to “make it up to someone” or 
(worse yet) return hurt for hurt to make it equal, rather than apologizing? God can be known and had 
only through suffering the divine deed of the cross.  The cross does not merely inform us of some 
facts or trivia.  It attacks and afflicts us.  Knowledge of God comes when God happens to us, when 
God does himself to us.  We are crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:19).  The sinner, the Old Adam, neither 
knows nor speaks the truth about God and, consequently, can only be put to death by the action of 
God.  Such is the way one becomes a theologian of the cross, by allowing God’s Word to work on 
you.   

This Word is not constantly changing opinions or theologies as in the imaginations of some 
‘Lutheran’ theologians, but it is Christ himself: the incarnate, crucified, and risen Lord whom we 
expect to come back in his visible heavenly glory at the end of this world and time.  Christ is a living 
person; He is an active and present subject.  Even as He does not change, His teaching is not one 
thing today and another tomorrow.  Such is our confidence this new year: His Word cannot be 
broken.      

 

In Christ’s Service, 

 
Pastor Froiland 



January Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am 
January   Blake Faller    Michael Marfield 
    Nathan Cox    Jacob Arnold 
   Epiphany – Jan. 6th @ 7pm – Mark Buchholz 
 
February   Jordan Trager   Justin Ferguson 
    Robby Henrichs   Andy Keck 
   Ash Wednesday – Feb. 17th @ 7pm –  
   Lent Service – Feb. 24th @ 7pm –  
  

Dress and behavior 

• Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

• Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do 
not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

• You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting 
no later than 15 minutes before the service. 

• Please do not talk during worship!! 

 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Kyle Basch 8am  
Joshua Buchholz 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal 8am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  

Austin Hall 8am  
Robby Henrichs 8am  
Nicholas June 10:45am  
Andy Keck 10:45am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Thomas Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn 8am  
Michael O’Keefe 10:45am  
Nicholas Shepherd sub only  
Jordan Trager 8am  

 

****************************************************************************** 

OPEN HOUSE AT THE MAPLE LANE PARSONAGE!   
Please join Pastor and Mrs. Froiland at the Maple Lane Parsonage on 
Sunday, January 17

th
 from 2-4pm for the Open House at the Maple 

Lane Parsonage (7304 NW Maple Lane, Platte Woods).  Please stop 
in any time between 2-4pm.  Questions? Call or e-mail Pr. Froiland at 
816.741.0483 / prfroiland@kc.rr.com  See you there!    
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Synodical Issues NKC Forums 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church is hosting a series on the issues that are facing our Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod.  All up-coming topics will be held between 10 A.M.  and noon on 
their designated Saturday mornings.  Do join us.  If you have any questions, you may contact 
Pastor Arnold.  Or, you may contact Pastor Bolland or Pastor Stirdivant at Holy Cross Parish 
for more information and details. 
 January 16th:  “Biblical Roles of Men and Women” 

- Rev. Drew Newman, Trinity, Kearney, MO 
 March 13th: "The Liturgy/Closed Communion"  
  – Rev. Mark Stirdivant, Holy Cross, Kansas City, MO 
 May 15th: "Evangelism/Mission of the Church"  
  – Rev. Richard Bolland, Holy Cross, Kansas City, MO 
 June 19th: "Church Fellowship"  
  – Rev. Kim Scharff, Trinity, Norborne, MO  
    The first two Synodical Issues NKC Forums hosted by Holy Cross were nothing less than 
excellent!  Our two first presenters:  Rev.Gier and Rev.Reiser did a terrific job of teaching 
what the Scriptures say regarding the topics assigned to them, and leading an important 
discussion as to how the current controversies in our Synod impact those issues.   Many 
thanks to both Pastors for getting us off to an excellent start. 
    Our next Synodical Issues NKC Forum will be on January 16th from 10:00 AM to Noon.  
Rev. Drew Newman will be our presenter on the topic:  "Biblical Roles of Men and Women".   
Synodical issues pertaining to this topic include:  The Ordination of Women; Women Elders, 
Presidents, Vice Presidents of congregations; the use of women in the public worship of the 
Church; Women and the governance of the church.   

***************************************************************************** 

PrePrePrePre----K NewsK NewsK NewsK News    
This month we will be talking about: 

 Health 

 Nutrition 

 Winter 

 Friends 

 Birds 

 Safety 

 Letters Kk-Nn 

Jan. 5&6 – New Year’s Party 

Jan. 7&8 – Devotion 

Jan. 13&13 – Storytime 

Jan. 21 – Fieldtrip – Up Close Reptiles 

Jan. 26&26 – Winter Beach Day 

Thank you to all of you who helped set up the stage and move chairs for our 

Christmas Programs. 

 



Orchids and Onions 
OrchidsOrchidsOrchidsOrchids    
 Orchids to John Ramos, who changed a flat tire for a fellow sister in Christ on a very chilly, windy winter 
day. 
 Orchids to Heidi Scroggins, Shelly Pfleiderer, and Linda Schelp for their work as Thrivent Financial 
congregational coordinators.  They have put in a lot of time and effort in order to help our congregation receive 
additional funding for various projects.  Thank you ladies! 
 Orchids to Herb Steffens, who over and over again gets up to the church early to get sidewalks cleaned of 
snow and ice before Services.  Thank you, Herb! 
 Orchids to our “Secret Santa” who again brought the kids all sorts of Christmas goodies after the Weekday 
School/Sunday School Christmas Program.  Thank you also to his helpers Jim and Carole Fredericks, George and Joyce 
White, Herb Steffens, and Tom Chastain for helping out with the stockings as well. 
 Orchids to all the great bakers who supplied many, many cookies for our shut-ins and Christmas Program. 
Everything was delicious! 
 Orchids to all the people who purchased poinsettias:  Tom and Belinda Knopp, Roger and Jackie Lewis, Chuck 
and Sue Eberth, Roy and Sheryl Cozad, Tom and Lizsette Watson, Rick and Janelle Hopkins, Pastor and Andrea 
Arnold, Jill Vincenti, Jim and Carole Fredericks, Vicky Eberth, Jim and Susan Moore, Janet Duff, David and Denice 
Lackey, Janet Jones, Murl and Neva Howard, Bane and Susan Gaiser, Myron and Linda Schelp, Ken Lyons, Chuck 
and Sharon Clark and family, Hal Sinclair, Kim and Patty Heermann, Greg and Marti Harrison, Leroy and Gen 
Stark, Darrel and Linda Thomssen, Phyllis Morgan, Bob and Shirley Manlove, Lowell and Cindy Smith, Bob and 
Karen Watts, Billie Elliott, Shirley Howard, Mark and Lynette Northen, Herb Ketelsen, Ilene Behnke, Janet 
Tatman, Bob and Melvadean Richardson, James and Heather Keller, Bill and Roberta Musil, Miriam Van Winkle, 
‘D’ and Verna Cox, Lynda Reinert, Larry and Sandy Sperl, Tom and Barb Chastain, Janet Duff, Jeff and Jan Faller, 
Ray House, Melissa and Greg Goodson, Brad and Shelly Pfleiderer, Roger and Jackie Lewis, Lee and Julie Ketelsen, 
Marilyn and Herb Steffens, Jim and Roxanne Stavenau, Al and Sandi Wilson, Judy Gibson, Becky Belt. 
 Orchids to those who provided special music at our Advent Services:  Jon Almstedt, MacKenzie Easley, 
Katelyn Smith. 
 Orchids to Lema Easley and Carolyn Enyeart for leading our church choir during this Advent and Christmas 
season.  The choir sounded great! 
 Orchids to the many choir members.  Thank you for serving the Lord with your voices! 
 Orchids to those who supported the Youth Advent Diner and the Golden Corral night.  Thank you! 
 Orchids to the many high school students who are making Sunday Bible Class a priority. 
 Orchids to the twenty-plus who caroled to the shut-in of our congregation. 
 Orchids to the children, Mrs. Arnold, and to the Sunday School and Weekday School Staff for a wonderful 
Christmas Program!   
 Orchids to Larry Sperl, who came to church right away after being told about a leak – and fixed it. 
 Orchids to Pete Olson and our Hand bell choir; Linda Thomssen – Violin; Katelyn Smith – flute; Andrea 
Arnold – solo; Jon Almstedt – solo; and Carolyn Enyeart - organ / violin duets.  Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to and enhanced our worship Services. 
 

 
 

On January 8th and 9th Pastor Arnold and Andrea will have the unique opportunity to attend the Doxology 
Conference together.  This promises not to be the stereotypical gathering for pastors and their wives.  Both 
Pastor and Andrea will be attending plenary sessions that will focus on spiritual and emotional insights tailored 
to the unique challenges the pastor and his family faces.  They are both eager and thankful to be a part of such a 
beneficial program. 



We get lettersWe get lettersWe get lettersWe get letters 
  

Dear Parish-family 
 The generosity of you – the members of Christ Lutheran – never ceases to amaze me.  Thank you so 
much for the many cards, gifts and blessings my family and I received during the Christmas-tide.  You are 
truly blessings to us and we, like St. Paul would say, thank God for you daily.  May God richly bless you and 
keep you as we celebrate together the conclusion of the Christmas Season and the Beginning of Epiphany and 
beyond. Pastor Arnold and family. 
 
Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 
   Thank you so much for the care package I received.  My friends and I really appreciated all the goodies 
inside.  It is something we have really looked forward to getting each semester.  When the box comes my 
roommates know exactly what it is, and that it comes from my church!  Thanks again.   Katie Easley 
 
Dear Parish Family, 
 I am so blessed to have such caring friends at Christ Lutheran.  Thanks so much for all the prayers, 
cards, telephone calls, and goodies during my recovery from recent surgery.  It has been much appreciated. 
      Yours in Christ, Lynda Reinert 
 
Dear Members of Christ Lutheran, 
 Thank you to all for the plaque and gift card to Zona Rosa that you gave me as a Christmas gift.  I’m 
so glad that I have had the chance to get to know so many members here at Christ!  It is wonderful to be with 
fellow members of our Lord’s family and I look forward to continuing to work in the kingdom with you.  I 
hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and have a happy New Year!    Blessings, Eunice Rodriguez  
 

****************************************************************** 
 

OASIS (Everyone 55 & Better!) 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group is going strong. We meet in January on the 19th at Noon at 
Granite City in Zona Rosa.  Below are some possible events for the year 2010.  Watch for more 
information in forthcoming newsletters. 
 

Month OASIS Planned 2010 Events CLLG Events 

January Nothing due to possibility of weather 19 – Granite City 

February Care boxes 16 – IHOP 
March Lenten Desserts (3, 10, 17, 24 & 31) 16 – El Maguey Mexican Restaurant 
April 4 – Easter 20 – Corner Café 
 Wexford Kitchen Band? – Bill  

May 14 – Powell Gardens 18 – First Watch NKC 
June T Bones Game – Don NO lunch due to VBS June 11-14 
July MO Attorney General – Sharon Euler 20 – Olive Garden 
August  17 – Mimi’s Café 
September 13 - 15  – Heit’s Point 21 – Agava Mexican Restaurant 
October Care Boxes 19 – Tiffany Greens Golf Club 
 Nelson Art Gallery Tour  

November Park Musical & Dinner 16 – Golden Corral 
December MLA Christmas Program  

 



Northland Lutheran School 
Association 

Martin Luther Academy  734-1060 
 

Dear Members of the Northland Lutheran School Association, 
 Happy January! I am so delighted to officially share with you that the 
NLSA is now proud owner of a building that will house the west campus of our 
K-8 program for the 2010-2011 school year and into the future! What an exciting way to start the New Year – 
with plans for renovating and moving. We praise God for Christ Lutheran and your willingness to let us “live 
with mom and dad” for so long. It will be strange, however, to be out on our own… Let’s get that new address 
stuck in our heads: 7112 N. Overland Drive, Kansas City, MO 64151. As the New Year arrives, we will plan 
some opportunities for you to visit our new home. 
 I pray that the Advent and Christmas seasons were times in which you were able to share time with 
family and friends celebrating the birth of our Savior. 
 January is normally a time for resolutions. Have you made yours? I would like to resolve to exercise 
more – I want to exercise my body to strengthen my muscles; exercise my spiritual muscle through continued 
worship, prayer, and Bible study; exercise my mind by making certain I’m more than one step ahead of the 
students and the tasks to be completed. I know that very little is accomplished without effort; yet, like my 
students, I sometimes try to take shortcuts. 
 Praise God that He took no shortcuts when arranging for our salvation. He cut no corners, substituted no 
lower cost alternative; He gave His best, His Son. It is my hope and prayer that we will be able to share that 
wonderful news with our students so that they too can rejoice in the sacrifice of our heavenly Father 
We have so much for which to be thankful. 

o The cookie walk was held on Saturday, Dec. 5. We netted about $1300 in cookie sales. Thank you so 
much to the wonderful bakers and volunteers who made this possible! 

o Closing for the Rolling Hills property took place on for December 14. Renovation plans are in the 
works.  

o MLA classes completed the first semester on Dec. 18. Classes resume Jan. 4. 
o We are ready to begin enrollment procedures in January for the 2010-11 school year. We praise God for 

the families that partner with us for their children’s education and look forward to adding new students 
to our MLA family. 

o We have wonderful lunchroom helpers! We are planning to have a special brunch for all of our 
volunteers in January. Please watch for your invitation! 

May God fill you with great joy and peace throughout 2010. 
 

In His Service, 
Kathleen Blouch, Interim Principal, kathleen.blouch@martinlutheracademy.org 
MLA phone: 816-734-1060 
 

********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************    

Stewardship 
 

The Offering Statements will be provided in January 2010 timeframe.  These 

statements will have the 2009 Pledge amount reported in the statement for those 

who Pledged in their 2009 Time and Talent.   

Unfortunately, the 2009 Pledge data was not entered into the Church’s software 

until late 2009.  The end of year 2009 Offering Statements will not enable those who 

pledged to make any changes in your offerings for 2009 as we will be in 2010 by the 

time you receive the statements.  I regret the data could not have been timelier but 

unfortunately, it took time to locate the 2009 Pledge data.  It is further complicated with two committee’s 

involvement and being unaware the Pledge data had not entered. 

We have already entered the 2010 data so the situation that occurred in 2009 will not occur in 2010.  If 

you have comments or questions, please contact me, Myron Schelp,  Stewardship Director. 



LIFE SUNDAY LIFE SUNDAY LIFE SUNDAY LIFE SUNDAY –––– JANUARY 17 JANUARY 17 JANUARY 17 JANUARY 17THTHTHTH        
The Truth of Life by Rev. Dr. James I Lamb, Lutherans for LifeThe Truth of Life by Rev. Dr. James I Lamb, Lutherans for LifeThe Truth of Life by Rev. Dr. James I Lamb, Lutherans for LifeThe Truth of Life by Rev. Dr. James I Lamb, Lutherans for Life    

(From the Winter 2009 edition of LifeDate, quarterly journal of Lutherans For Life) 
 Keeping truth alive is important.  The eighteenth-century poet, James Russell 
Lowell, wrote, “Truth forever on the scaffold, wrong forever on the throne.”  If we forever 
lead truth up on the scaffold, if we try to do away with truth or ignore the truth, then we 
will forever be clearing the way for wrong to ascend to the throne and rule the day.  
Keeping truth alive is important. 
 It’s important in the Church.  Paul recognized that in his time.  To keep from being 
tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine, to keep that which is wrong 
from ruling in the Church, Paul says speak the truth of Christ and His Word (Ephesians 
4:14).  It’s important in the Church today.  We need to speak it to one another, to help 
each other grow in the knowledge of God’s truth so we will not be so easily influenced by 
the latest falsehood.  We need to speak the truth, but not in a way that condemns or 
condescends.  Paul says, we are to speak the truth in love (4:15). 
 So often we only get that half right.  We either forget the truth or we forget the 
love.  Just speaking in love is not enough.  Trying not to offend or try to be tolerant of 
false teaching so you won’t rock the boat lead truth to the scaffold and wrong to the 
throne.  Just speaking the truth is not enough.  Yelling and screaming truth at someone 
sets up walls of defense.  Truth might as well be on the scaffold because it is never heard.  
Wrong continues to rule the day.  But when we speak the truth in love, Paul says we 
“grow up”!  We “grow up in every w“grow up in every w“grow up in every w“grow up in every way into Him who is the head, into Christ”ay into Him who is the head, into Christ”ay into Him who is the head, into Christ”ay into Him who is the head, into Christ” (4:15b).  
Ignoring falsehood and wrong does not make the Church “one big happy family.”  
Lovingly confronting falsehood and wrong with the truth on the other hand, unites us as 
the Body of Christ with Him as our head. 
 Keeping truth alive in the Church when it comes to the sanctity of human life is 
important.  Of course, we stir things up a bit when we talk about the life issues, like 
abortion or embryonic stem cell research and assisted suicide.  These issues can be 
divisive.  Some see them as political issues that we should not be talking about in church.  
Some see the opposite – that Christian action is needed to influence society.  Others see 
them as personal issues and decisions in the past and it hurts to hear it talked about.  So 
talking about the life issues in church can stir things up, but our purpose is not to divide.  
Rather, we desire to “grow up,” to be united into our head, Jesus Christ.  In an effort to do 
so, we take Paul’s advice.  Let’s speak the truth of life as revealed in God’s holy Word, 
and let’s speak it in love. 
THREE BASIC TRUTHS TO SPEAKTHREE BASIC TRUTHS TO SPEAKTHREE BASIC TRUTHS TO SPEAKTHREE BASIC TRUTHS TO SPEAK    
 There are three basic and foundational Scriptural truths about the value of human 
life.  The first truth of life is that every life is the handiwork of GodThe first truth of life is that every life is the handiwork of GodThe first truth of life is that every life is the handiwork of GodThe first truth of life is that every life is the handiwork of God.  .  .  .  The Psalmist says 
that God “knitted” (Psalm 139:13) each of us together in our mother’s womb.  Job and 
Isaiah talk about God shaping and forming us in the womb.  Yes, the truth of life is, every 
life is work of God’s hand. 
    The second truth of life is tThe second truth of life is tThe second truth of life is tThe second truth of life is that every life is bought with a price.hat every life is bought with a price.hat every life is bought with a price.hat every life is bought with a price.  Even though we 
are the handiwork of God, sin separated us from our Maker.  He had every right to 
abandon us, to turn us over to “human cunning” and “deceitful schemes” (14).  But the 
truth of life is God loved what He made with His hands so much that He was willing to 
pay dearly to buy us back.  On the cross, Jesus became our sin, suffered our punishment, 
and died our death.  Paid in full! 



    A third truth of life is that God desires a relationship, both now and foreverA third truth of life is that God desires a relationship, both now and foreverA third truth of life is that God desires a relationship, both now and foreverA third truth of life is that God desires a relationship, both now and forever, with , with , with , with 
those He created and redeemed.those He created and redeemed.those He created and redeemed.those He created and redeemed.  He wants everyone to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of His truth (1 Timothy 2:4).  He wants to adopt every human being, through 
faith in Christ Jesus, into His family, lead them, walk with them, and accomplish His 
purpose for each human life. 
ONE SINGLE TRUTH:  EVERY LIFE HAS VALUEONE SINGLE TRUTH:  EVERY LIFE HAS VALUEONE SINGLE TRUTH:  EVERY LIFE HAS VALUEONE SINGLE TRUTH:  EVERY LIFE HAS VALUE    
 These three truths point us to a single truth – every human life has value.every human life has value.every human life has value.every human life has value.  That 
value does not come from its usefulness or how it looks or how big or healthy or 
productive it is.  The value of human life does not come from certain “qualities” we think 
it should have.  The value of human life comes from the One who made it, who bought it 
back, and who desires to call every life for His eternal purpose.  The embryo in the Petri 
dish, the baby in the womb, baby Sally in the neonatal intensive care unit, Uncle Ralph 
in the Alzheimer’s unit, grandma in the nursing home bed, you and me – we all have 
value because of what God has done. 
 This truth raises the life issue above being mere political issues and even above 
being just a moral issue.  When you destroy life at any stage of development, under any 
condition of health, you are destroying the blood-bought handiwork of God. 
GROWING IN AND SHARING THE TRUTH OF LIFEGROWING IN AND SHARING THE TRUTH OF LIFEGROWING IN AND SHARING THE TRUTH OF LIFEGROWING IN AND SHARING THE TRUTH OF LIFE    
 Every human life has value.  We need to grow in that truth.  For our silence about 
this truth and our failure to apply it to the life issues has helped put it on the scaffold.  
When this truth is ignored, it allows the terrible wrong of the destruction of human life to 
ascend to the throne and rule the day. 
 The flow of influence needs to change.  We need to be influencing society rather 
than being “tossed to and fro” and riding the waves of whatever our culture deems right.  
Our society desperately needs us to teach them how to welcome every life.  We can do 
that because we have a God who, through Christ, welcomes us, who cares for us, and who 
gives value to us. 
 So let’s begin by speaking the truth of life in love among ourselves.  Let’s educate 
ourselves, not just on the life issues, but on what Christ’s Word of Truth has to say about 
them.  Then, let’s take this truth about the value and dignity of human life into our 
society and share it, boldly and courageously, but always in love.  By the things we say 
and do, may we speak the truth about the source of that value.  The value of life comes 
from the One who made it, the One who bought it back, and the One who gives it 
meaning and purpose.  God only has one “natural” child.  He adopted all the rest.  
 

********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************    

    

CALLERS FOR CHRIST will meet again on Sunday 
January 10th @ 2pm.  We will be visiting guests who 
have attended our worship and are interested in our 
parish-family.  Also, we will be conducting new 
community visits in the coming year to promote 
visitor attendance at our Lent and Easter worship 
opportunities … And … the return of the Lutheran 
Open House Week in the fall of 2010! (more details 
to come)  

 



    

SPECIAL “NEW YEAR” CHRISTMAS MUSIC 

On the 2
nd
 Sunday after Christmas (January 3

rd
) at the 10:45 A.M. Service, we will be blessed with a 

Harp duet by Judy Koster and our own Linda Thomssen from the Kansas City Symphony.  Christ 
Lutheran is blessed to have wonderful musicians such as our organists, choir, handbells and other 
instrumentalists as a part of our Parish-family.  Thank you for adding to our worship.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Book of the Month for January 

The task of a modern educator is not 
to cut down jungles but to irrigate 
deserts.  

– C.S. Lewis, Abolition of Man 

On January 9th at 8:30 A.M. to 11:30 
A.M., Christ Lutheran Parish will be 
hosting Mr. Tom Nummela, editor from 
Concordia Publishing House for a special 
Education Workshop.  If you are a VBS, 
Sunday School or Weekday School 
teacher, or, if you are simply “interested” 
in teaching and learning – do come and 
join us.  Joel Heck’s book Irrigating 
Deserts sheds light on C.S. Lewis’ 
approach to education.  This is a very 
informative book that is easy to read.  
Besides being a giant in the world of 
literature, Lewis was a highly acclaimed 
teacher.  He was a professor at both 
Oxford and Cambridge Universities in 
England.  If you are a teacher, have ever 
taught, or have ever been in a classroom, 
you will appreciate this book.  Check it 
out.  Pastor Arnold has a copy for your 
review in his study. 
$26 from CPH.  www.cph.org 
  



Strengthening the Strands Strengthening the Strands Strengthening the Strands Strengthening the Strands –––– Married Couple Married Couple Married Couple Married Couples Weekends Weekends Weekends Weekend    
“Encore!  Encore!”  Presented by Greg & Diane Rommel“Encore!  Encore!”  Presented by Greg & Diane Rommel“Encore!  Encore!”  Presented by Greg & Diane Rommel“Encore!  Encore!”  Presented by Greg & Diane Rommel    

  When:  February 19-21, 2010 

  Where:  The Lodge of Four Seasons – Lake Ozark, MO 

  Registration Fee:  $269 per couple 

  Lodging:  $79 per night (plus tax) 

 How to Register:  

   Mail:  Missouri District Couples Weekend 

    660 Mason Ridge Ctr. Dr., Suite 100 

    St. Louis, MO  63141-8557 

   Phone:  314-317-4556 

   E-mail:  Sue.Thompson@mo.lcms.org 

 Registration & Deposit Deadline – January 18, 2010 

See the bulletin board or call the number above for more information. 
 


