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“You are a chose people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you
out of darkness and into his wonderful life” (1 Peter 2:9).
How involved should congregation members and leaders be in the spiritual matters of the Church?
Does the work of “soul care” belong to pastors only? Some may question the right of the laity to
carry on a spiritual ministry within the congregation. However, St. Paul reminds us in 1 Peter 2 that
all of us are “royal priests” who belong to God and, therefore, have been given the task to care for
the spiritual needs of others.
As Christians, we not only have direct access to God by grace through faith in Christ Jesus, we are
also given the wonderful privilege and duty to share the Gospel with others through teaching and
serving. The laity are indeed empowered by God to exercise spiritual care duties toward other
Christians. On the subject of the ministry as it pertains to all believers as “priests” of God, Luther
wrote: “As priests we are worthy to appear before God to pray for others and to teach one another
divine things… Thus Christ has made it possible for us, provided we believe in him, to be not only
his brethren, co-heirs, and fellow kings, but also his fellow priests” (The Freedom of a Christian, AE
31:355).
Paul says that Christians make up the royal priesthood of God. To put it bluntly, this means
Christians are priests. But what does it mean to be a “priest of God?” Better put, what is the
“function” of a priest of God within the Christian congregation? Some think that the extent of
member duties within the church are to “pay and pray”… bring offerings and speak petitions for the
sake of the needy. With that, members are supposed to care for the church lawn, cleaning God’s
house, usher on Sunday morning, and organize the church social functions. While this is important
work, Christian priests are given a much broader task that includes spiritual care of others within the
church-family.
All who have faith are priests of the Lord. All are given the opportunity to pray, serve, and work for
the sake of the Kingdom. We are priests because Jesus is the ultimate priest and we are His
“CHRIST-ians” who put on the persona of Jesus and do His bidding. We are the mediators between
God and man when we share the good news, carry out works of service to our neighbor, and act as
an example for the sake of our family and friends. Being a priest is a blessed privilege and
opportunity.
This NEW YEAR… be reminded that you are God’s chosen… a royal priesthood… a holy nation…
a people belonging to God. Start this year off with a renewed commitment to your Lord by
resolving to attend Worship and Bible class more regularly. Go the extra mile this year and serve on
one of our parish committees, help out with Weekday School/Sunday School, or our PreKindergarten, Martin Luther Academy or Lutheran High School. Your church depends on God’s
people being actively involved. So, do what priest’s do… serve the Lord as He has served you. The
Lord richly bless you and keep you this NEW YEAR in His name.
In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Arnold

“We Should See Each Other More”
I recently read an article by a well-seasoned Lutheran pastor, Rev. Dr. Richard Stuckwisch of
South Bend, IN. I found it to be interesting and an important message for us to take to heart this
new year in our life together as Christ’s church. The following are some excerpts from the article:
“We should see each other more.” That was my dentist’s gentle way of admonishing me
to avail myself of his professional care for my teeth with greater regularity. Going to the
dentist is likely not among anyone’s favorite activities, but I’ve been through enough dental
issues over the years to know that I really can’t afford to neglect this aspect of my health and
well-being.
I was struck by the comment, because it was sincerely spoken and to the point. It did not
occur to me for even a moment, nor would it ever have crossed my mind, to suppose that he
was interested in getting more of my business and my money. He’s a good dentist, and his
practice has never been hurting for patients. He’s cared for my family’s teeth for many years,
and he’s always demonstrated a genuine interest in us as people. His office has been generous
and gracious in making time for us and meeting our needs, without ever gouging us. So, I
knew that his comment was not about his income but about my teeth. I also knew that he was
quite right.
The other thing that struck me, even as I was sitting there in the chair and reflecting on
his point, was how apropos the same comment would be in the context of my pastoral care for
the people entrusted to my oversight as a minister of the Word of Christ …
Those who avoid and absent themselves from the liturgical life of the Lord’s Church are
often fond of saying that they don’t have to go to church to be Christians, to be “spiritual,” or
to be saved. Such comments betray the sickness of a dead or dying faith. It is true, of course,
that the good work of going to church, simply going through the motions of being there, will
not earn or merit forgiveness, life, and salvation. But staying away and refusing to go to
church is far, far worse; it is faithless and sinful, and it is detrimental to the point of being
deadly to the Christian faith and life. Being in the Lord’s House in the fellowship of His Body
is not a matter of impressing Him or anyone else. But it is the primary way of worshiping the
Lord, the one true God, by hearing His Word of the Gospel and receiving His grace, His
forgiveness, His divine Life and eternal Salvation, in the flesh and blood of the incarnate Son.
It is a matter of being cared for by the Good Physician of soul and body, within the Liturgy of
His Word and Sacrament, through the ministry of His called and ordained servants…
Beloved of the Lord, you and your pastor “should see each other more,” that you might
hear and receive the Lord Jesus in the Liturgy of His Gospel, in the courts of the Lord’s House,
in the fellowship of His family, the Church. God grant that I and all His pastors might find the
ways and words to say so as gently, sincerely, and to the point as my good and faithful dentist.
In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Froiland
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Youth and Education Opportunities for the Parish

YOUTH NEWS

ALL-YOUTH/ALL AGES

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ

FAMILY GAMES NIGHT

Infant-Kindergarten

Grades 1-5

KALEIDOSCOPE
Saturday, January 12 8:30 AM-Noon
Little Lambs and Kids For Christ are invited to travel to
Crown Center to experience Kaleidoscope. After a Fun
Family Session, we will head over to Fritz’s Railroad
Café where each family will have the opportunity to
eat together at their own expense. Please sign-up:
poster in the Fellowship Commons.

SR-LYF
Grades 9-12

LYF TRIVIA NIGHT
FUN’RAISER
Saturday, Jan. 26

5:30-8:00 PM

Our Tenth Annual LYF “Trivia Night Fun’Raiser” will be
held on Saturday, January 26, beginning with “set-up”
at 5:30 PM. This year’s edition will take place at the
beautiful Hawthorne House in Parkville, MO.
Those who wish to play are asked to make a $20.00
donation for their “seat” (collected on the night of the
event), and are encouraged to group themselves
together into teams of 5-10 people. Participants are
asked to bring their own snacks.
Beverages,
including soda, wine, and beer, will be available from
the cash bar.
Proceeds from this fun event are being used to send
35 youth and adults to the National Lutheran Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis, MN this coming July. Most
activities will be centered in the home of the Vikings,
US Bank Stadium and the Minneapolis Convention
Center.

Sunday, January 20 6:00-8:00 PM

KFC

JR-LYF

Grades 1-5

Grades 6-8

SNOW TUBING
SNOW CREEK
Sunday, February 10

Noon–4 PM

Kids For Christ and JR-LYF members are invited to an
afternoon of tubing at Snow Creek (north of Weston)
on Sunday, February 10. (SR-LYF members are
certainly invited too).
We will leave right after second service
concludes…tube for about 2 hours and 15 minutes,
then return to church by 4:00 PM. Cost is $20 per
person (Youth Funds will pay the additional cost).
Other details can be found in the Fellowship
Commons, along with the Sign-Up Poster. SIGN-UP IS
REQUIRED so that drivers can be put in place. Please
sign-up: poster in the Fellowship Commons.

January - February Acolytes
8:00am

10:45am

January

Gus Jones

Jacob Baker, Joseph Winfrey

February

Chadron Cummins

Alex Smith, Joshua Keller






Dress and behavior
Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair.
Watch your posture when walking in the chancel. It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare
out into the congregation. Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and
participate in the liturgy.
You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed. You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later
than 15 minutes before the service.
Please do not talk during worship!!

Jacob Baker
Forrest Boynton
Brandon Cuda
Chadron Cummins
Connor Henry
Gus Jones

10:45am
10:45am
10:45am
8am
8am
8am

866-4093
326-7191
419-6976
550-6829
584-2988
547-4751

Joshua Keller
Jarien Montgomery
Alex Smith
Jackson Winfrey
Joseph Winfrey

10:45am
10:45am
10:45am
10:45am
10:45am

734-1962
785-341-9397
407-7542
898-3846
898-3846

*******************************************************************

OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service)
2019 College Students
If you have not done so already, please inform the church office or Judy Gibson, of a
current address for our college students. Please check the student’s names listed every
Sunday in the bulletin for accuracy. OASIS will need verified student address in order
plan for our project during the February 15, Valentine Party. Thank you for your help!
Donation Table for College Care Packages
January 13- February 14, OASIS will have a collection table near the kitchen, where the
congregation can donate items for our college student care packages, which will be
assembled in February. Examples of items to donate are: individual packages of gum,
pretzels, snack crackers, cookies, granola bars, candy, etc. Also, highlighters, sticky
notes, and other items that might be useful or fun for studying. For questions please see
Kirk Henry or a member of the OASIS committee.

*************************************
Action Team
Action Team provided 20 large sewn draw string bags to Synergy House every
month again in 2018. Thank you to EVERYONE who donated time, fabric, and
money donations. Additionally 40 fleece blankets were cut, tied and donated for
Christmas distribution. Once again, THANK YOU for your time, tying and
donations.
About Synergy: Domestic Violence Center
“Shelter is the primary need for our domestic violence clients and we have a
proud tradition of high-quality services at our Domestic Violence Center.
Residents receive food, personal care products, access to public transportation
and assistance with legal matters and life skills. Additionally, survivors in shelter
begin their emotional healing through individual and group counseling. They also
benefit from recreational opportunities, parent education and peer support.”

We get letters……
To our Beloved Parish-family,
Thank you so much for the generous check given to our family over this past
Christmas. We are truly blest by your care and thoughtfulness.
God grant us a blessed 2019 in serving His kingdom in this corner of the vineyard.
In Christ, Pastor Froiland, Sara, Joseph, Lydia, Isaac, Emmalynn, Adeline, and baby
Thank you, Parish Family, for your generosity and your support for my family, and support for all of
the tasks we share. Mary and I are looking forward to 2019 and our opportunity to continue to serve
with you, our wonderful church members. Deacon Buchholz
Christ Lutheran Church
On behalf of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, I want to thank you so much for helping support our
Community Christmas Party. We love being able to connect with the people in our community and
show them the same love of Christ that we are shown every day! By helping out with donating so
many blankets you all did just that! We are so thankful for all the time and effort you all put into
helping us give these kids a safe place to have fun with each other, share a meal, and enjoy a Christ
centered atmosphere. Thank you!
In Christ, Taylor Stichler, Director of Christian Education
Dear Parish family,
Thank you so much for the Christmas gift you gave to our family again this year. It does not go unnoticed that
you continue to support your church workers in so many different and loving ways. We cannot thank you
enough for all you do for us. It is a privilege to be on this journey in ministry together with all of you. Our
family greatly appreciates you and prays for all of you daily.
In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold, Andrea, Jacob and Benjamin
Dear Members of Christ LutheranThank you so much for the Christmas gift! I especially appreciate the friendship and Christian love and
fellowship that is shared with me by so many of you throughout the year. I’ve been very blessed in working
here the past 12 and half years with the relationships I’ve developed with so many of you.  God’s blessings
in the New Year!
In His service, Eunice Rodriguez

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Beloved in the Lord Jesus, you are invited to join me (on my 23rd tour),
a native of Israel, born in Nazareth on a Journey to the Holy Land–Israel
for an experience of a lifetime. We will depart from Chicago on
September 19 and return on October 1...walk where Jesus
walked...where every page of the Bible is seen in its original context
alive...cruise the Sea of Galilee...climb the Mount of Olives and view
the Old City of Jerusalem...visit Tabgha, scene of the Miracle of the
Loaves and Fishes...the Mount of Beatitudes, site of the Sermon on the
Mount and where Jesus chose His Twelve Apostles...walk the Via
Dolorosa (Road of Suffering) to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher...stroll in the Garden of Gethsemane...visit
Bethlehem...the Church of the Nativity and much more.
What to expect: During this 13-day tour, you will experience the sounds, smells and sights of two civilizations
the old and the new. You will stand at the cross roads of history and feel the vibrant influence of how this land
shapes all other lands.
We will do more than just visit sights. We will go off the beaten path and have personal and daily devotions.
The Bible will be our map and guide. Experience the Holy Land–a place like no other. Please join me on this
blessed adventure
The price is $4,050.00 includes: air fare from Minneapolis to Tel Aviv and back to Minneapolis, hotel
accommodations (for double occupancy) tips, entry fees and all meals.
For further information contact:
Pastor Nabil Nour 46448 263rd St. Hartford, SD 57033 605-526-3571 (O) 605-201-6998 (Cell)
preachermanfootwasher@gmail.com

VBS-July 29-Aug 1, 2019
We’re looking for volunteers to help
out next summer spreading the Good
News of Jesus as our Savior. I will
have a poster board in the commons
area for you to sign up to help. You
can also call, text, or email me if you
are willing to help.
Thanks! Kelly Henrichs kelly.henrichs@lps53.org
Discipleship Data
Accessions Communicant:
Aron Smalec, Doug Montis (baptism), Tommy France – Adult Confirmation
David Balsters, transfer from Hope Lutheran, Republic, MO
Angela France, transfer from Peace Lutheran, McCook, NE
Deletions:
Steven and Jackie Keck – transfer to Trinity Lutheran Summerfield, FL
Brian Ruhnke and Amara – transfer to St. Paul Lutheran St. Joseph, MO
Lavonne and Barbara Dietrich – released to join Tree of Life Lutheran (WELS) Cary, NC
Krysia Gornicki – transfer to Church Triumphant, December 3, 2018

Do you have extra yarn laying around your house (from past or uncompleted craft projects)?
Would you like to make a donation? Our older Sunday School students are starting a
knitting project making winter hats for those less fortunate. We are looking for "regular"
weight yarn that is most commonly used for craft
projects. Solid and variegated colors are needed. Red Heart
Super Saver Yarn is light weight yarn that would be perfect for
this project! But any yarn donations will be welcome!!!
We are collecting during December and January. If you have any yarn
donations, please put them in the box labeled "YARN" near the Ephphatha Room. If you
have questions ask Andrea Arnold. Thanks so much!!
***********************************************************************

Happy New Year from Christ Lutheran Pre – K!
It’s hard to believe our school year is half over, it seems like we just
started.
Our Bible stories as we start the New Year are Jesus as a young boy,
Jairus’ daughter lives, Jesus heals a blind man, and Jesus feeds five
thousand.
We will continue to learn our letters and their sounds. Some of our
classrooms will be starting reading groups this month. We love to see
the children blending letter sounds on the road to reading.
We love to practice our counting and number recognition also.
Some days we count by clapping our hands, stomping our feet, or
using our whisper voice. Four of our classrooms will be counting to
100 by the end of the year.
This month we will be celebrating our 100th day of school. It’s always
fun to see if the kids decide to dress like they are 100 years old or if
they wear 100 items on their clothes to celebrate.
Here are some dates for your calendar…
**January 15 – Culver’s Fundraiser, 5:00pm – 8:00pm
**January 27 – February 2 – National Lutheran Schools Week
Mrs. Fredde, Pre-K Director

Orchids and Onions
Orchids to Shawn Smith for all his work on our church website – thanks Shawn!
Orchids to Lowell Smith for his tireless efforts fixing the sanctuary door. Thank you,
Lowell.
Orchids to Herb Steffens for a job well done in clearing the fall leaves before the snow came.
Orchids to Deacon and Eunice on their work clearing a path on the sidewalks after the blizzard.
Orchids to Andrea Arnold, Lema Easley, Carla Jones, and Jan Turner for reorganizing and cleaning the
Education Office. This space has become a work area once again!
Orchids to everyone that attended and assisted with making the cookie platters at the OASIS Christmas
party. To Carolyn Enyeart for playing the piano for us to sing along to Christmas carols. Also to everyone
that baked or donated cookies for the platers!
Orchids to the ladies that hosted the desserts following the Wednesday morning Advent services: Laurel
Eggerstedt, Lynda Reinert, Jan Sittig, Vonnie Neiderwimmer, Georgia Witt and Becky Belt. And to Eunice
and Deacon for making coffee and assisting with set up.
Orchids for our Christ Lutheran Christmas Carolers who spent an afternoon during the busy season of
Christmas to bring joy to our homebound members.
Orchids to a number of Martin Luther Academy parents and children… along with two different Girl Scout
groups that came Christmas Caroling with us
Orchids for Andrea Arnold, Carolyn Enyeart, and Tanya Cvetan for their leadership of our various choirs.
Thank you also to our bell choirs and vocal choir who made wonderful and splendid music over the Christmas
Season.
Orchids to our organist… Carolyn, Ann, Laurie and Keith for all their hard work and planning during
Advent and Christmas.
Orchids for the Altar Guild including the Gibson men who did so much beautiful work to decorate our
sanctuary. Again… such a beautiful job.
Orchids for all our Sunday school and weekday school teachers for their hard work and help with carrying out
a great children’s Christmas program.

**********************************
Would you like to be included in the emails that come from
your Church? If so, please give your email information to
the church office indicating that you want to be included. If
you haven’t been getting the emails, you either aren’t on the
list or we have an outdated email address for you.

Save The Date
On March 2, 2019, you are invited to St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Lee’s Summit for two events.
At 3:00 p.m. St Paul’s High School “Singing Saints” will present their pre tour concert in the sanctuary.
At 4:30 guests are invited to the Fellowship Center for appetizers, to browse silent auction items and
enjoy a dinner at 5:00 p.m. to benefit Heit’s Point Lutheran Ministries.
More details to follow on the Heit’s Point web site and your church publications. We hope to see you
there to support these two organizations.

Christ Lutheran Church
Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting
December 13, 2018
Meeting Called to Order: 7:00 pm.
Opening Prayer:
James Thomas
Study: Pastors– Where in the world is God?
Discipleship Action:
Accessions Communicant:
Aron Smalec, Doug Montis(baptism), Tommy France-Adult Confirmation, David Balsters, transfer from Hope
Lutheran Republic MO, Angela France transfer from Peace Lutheran McCook NE
Accessions Baptized: None
Deletions:
 Steven and Jackie Keck-transfer to Trinity Lutheran Summerfield FL
 Brian Ruhnke and Amara-transfer to St. Paul Lutheran St Joseph MO
 Lavonne and Barbara Dietrich-released to join Tree of Life (WELS) Cary NC
A motion by Larry Sperl to approve Accessions and Deletions carried.
Minutes: A motion by James Thomas to approve the minutes from November 2018 carried.
Senior Pastor’s Report:
1. Our December 2018 Study – Lasting Fruit… Where in the World is God by Hal Senkbeil. Next year we
will continue with the sermons from Dr. Senkbeil. A new handout of studies for 2019 will be in your
box next to the pop machine.
2. With that… a reminder – each Director has a box next to the pop machine. Please get into the habit of
checking your box each time you come to church.
3. On Sunday, January 6th at both Services we will be installing the 2018 Directors. Committee
members will be asked to stand in their places when we conduct the installation. Do be sure to attend
either the 8 or 10:45 Service that day. The installation will take place right after the offering.
4. Advent/Children’s Christmas Program – Dec. 19th @ 6:30 p.m.
5. Arnolds will be out of town December 26th – Dec. 28th visiting family for Christmas.
6. If you haven’t met with your incoming Director – please do so before the end of the year. The
recruitment and ratification of new committee members is very important for us within the next month.
Please give it some thought regarding who you would like to ask to serve on your committee. Also,
refer to the Time and Talent sheets handed out by the Stewardship Committee.
7. Centralized Committee Meetings – We will do these quarterly. Our first meeting will be Sunday,
February 10th @ 7 p.m. Let’s kick off the new year by attending and getting off on the right foot for the
year.
8. Please remember Christmas Services this year. Monday evening, we will have our Christmas Eve
celebrations at 6 P.M. and 11 P.M. Christmas Day Service on Tuesday will be at 10 A.M. with Holy
Communion. New Year’s Eve celebration (Monday) will be at 7 P.M. on the 31st with Holy
Communion.
9. If you have the chance – you can help with “Church Decorating” on Saturday the 15th. The Decorating
starts at 9 a.m. All are invited. ALSO, don’t forget about the opportunity to purchase poinsettias for the
sanctuary. On the 15th in the afternoon – all Parish Christmas Caroling. Meet at the church at 2p.m.
Assistant Pastor’s Report:
1. Please pick up your offering envelopes for 2019. They are located on tables in the narthex. They will be
taken down/mailed out after January 13th.
2. I will be attending Concordia Theological Seminary’s Symposium in Fort Wayne, IN on January 15th18th. The topics will be centered the Gospel of John as well as Martin Luther’s Leipzig Debate (500th
anniversary). I will not be in attendance for our scheduled January board meeting (Jan. 17th).

Deacon’s Report:
1. Sunday Morning: November Attendance 69 v 87 (’17)
2. During the Week: November Attendance 28 v 27 (17)
3. Weekday School: November Attendance 44 v 36 (17)
4. Thrivent Choice $3,608 YTD
5. VBS July 29-August 01, 2019
6. Activities listed in youth below
President’s Report:
1. Directors, please consult the Time and Talents report to prepare for 2019.
2. Thank you to all the outgoing directors and welcome to the new incoming directors.
3.

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes)
Continuing Business:
1. Director Proxy Nominations:
a. No Changes
New Business:
Announcements:
1. Advent service will be combined with Children’s Service and start at 630PM on 12/19.
2. The January Board Meeting was rescheduled to Tuesday, January 15
ADJOURN:

Motion to adjourn by Larry Sperl carried and the meeting closed with prayer.

Closing Prayer: Pastor Arnold.
Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander
Next BoD Meeting:
Opening Prayer:
Closing Prayer:

January 17, 2019 @ 7:00 PM
Roger Lewis/Jeff Faller
Phil Daley/Kirk Henry

BOD Committee Reports:
Buildings
Doors for Maple Lane and 72nd street Parsonages are ordered.
John Winfrey
Second door for the north sanctuary door is due to arrive Dec 17.
Many thanks to all those who assisted in painting tumble town: Troy and Kristina Fredde, Carrol
Scadden, Lowell Smith and Herb Steffens.
Sump pump was replaced at Maple Lane parsonage on 12/1.
Education
Pre-K Enrollment is at 101. Two resolutions were passed at the SOC meeting, a Pre-K dedicated
Stephen
funds update to the Policy Handbook and a request by the SOC to have Pre-K funds transferred
O’Toole
from the Church’s main account over to the Pre-K account.
Elders
Church Calls: 3, Calls by Phone: 16
Larry Sperl
Fellowship
Jason Hester
Finance
Steve Foutch
Grounds
Casey
Johnson
OASIS
Howard
Gibson

No Report
Plate Offerings: $53,846 on a budget of $56,092
YTD Plate offerings $583,855 on a budget of $617,008 ($33,153 budget shortfall)
Snow Removal schedule distributed.
Advent desserts are being served after Wednesday 10am services. OASIS Christmas Party is
December 14 with a sing along to Christmas Carols and assembling of cookie platters.
We need updated college addresses for 2019 and a collection table will be set up for the college
care packages.

Outreach
Russ
Hollander

Setting up 2019 Greeter Schedules and looking for volunteers:
Callers for Christ met on 12/9, Next month meeting set for 1/13 @ 2PM
Matt Miller will be the next director and I have been honored to serve this past term.
Public
We met with Hillcrest Ministries volunteers and case workers at their Christmas Open house.
Relations
We are preparing the apartment for the next guest with the target date of December 15 for the new
Gary Bartek
member to move in.
Stewardship
Compiled Time and Talents reports and submitted to the incoming board members. See next page
Rob Henrichs
for attendance numbers.
Treasurer
Refund check from insurance company has not been received.
James Thomas Worker’s comp payment from Pre-K recorded as a reduction in the insurance expense line for the
church.
HRA reimbursement account was drawn from someone else’s account. We are still waiting for
clarification from the bank that it has been corrected.
Commerce Bank has offered to keep our loan rate the same if we decide to move away from Bank
Liberty. A full schedule of fees is forthcoming and the new treasurer and the board can decide if
the change is warranted.
Youth and
Upcoming Events:
Parish
12/15-Congregational Caroling Day
Education
12/19 Children’s Christmas Program
Shane Rogers
12/30-01/06-National Directors of Christian Education Conference
01/12-Kaleidoscope/Fritz’s RR Café
01/20-Family Games Night
01/26-Trivia Night
02/10-Snow Tubing
Attendance (check box if present):
Daley
Faller
x Winfrey
x Sperl
x J Henrichs
x R Henrichs
Johnson

x
x
x
x

Bartek
Gibson
Hollander
Thomas

Rogers
O’Toole
Hester

x Pr. Arnold
x Pr. Froiland
x Deac. Buchholz
Foutch

Other Attendees: Roger Lewis

********************************************
Epiphany is the climax of the Advent/Christmas Season and the Twelve Days of Christmas,
which are usually counted from the evening of December 25th until the morning of January 6th,
which is the Twelfth Day. In following this older custom of counting the days beginning at
sundown, the evening of January 5th is the ‘Twelfth Night.’ This is an occasion for feasting in
some cultures, including the baking of a special King's Cake as part of the festivities of
Epiphany (a King's Cake is part of the observance of Mardi Gras in French Catholic culture of
the Southern USA). In some church traditions, only the full days are counted so that January
5th is the Eleventh Day of Christmas, January 6th is the Twelfth Day, and the evening of
January 6th is counted as the Twelfth Night.
As with most aspects of the Christian liturgical calendar, Epiphany has theological significance
as a teaching tool in the church. The Wise Men or Magi who brought gifts to the infant Jesus
were the first Gentiles to acknowledge Jesus as "King" and so were the first to "show" or
"reveal" Jesus to a wider world as the incarnate Christ. This act of worship by the Magi, which
corresponded to Simeon’s blessing that this child Jesus would be "a light for revelation to the
Gentiles" (Luke 2:32), was one of the first indications that Jesus came for all people, of all
nations, of all races, and that the work of God in the world would not be limited to only a few.

Are you on Facebook? If so, ‘like’ our church page! It
is “Christ Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.” Find it,
‘like’ it, and share it – let your friends know about the
work God is doing in and through our congregation.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

1/1
1/2

Mark Cox
Leo Ehlers
Joe Graham
1/5 Jim Moore
Sharon Obie
Nathan Cox
Alexia Pope
1/6 Tammy Lietzau
1/7 Tylie Shupe
1/8 David Lackey
1/9 Lynda Reinert
Stephanie Ford
1/10 Rebecca Schademann
Leanne Hilligas
1/11 Shelly Pfleiderer
Donnie Williams
Stephen Newhouse
Lauren Chastain
1/12 Rachel Pfleiderer
Jacob Arnold
Matthew Patrick
1/13 Amy Stepp
Austin Seymour

1/14 Rick Easley
1/15 Dana Cox
Amy Noelker
Matthew Lyons
1/16 Eric Worden
Kristen Eagle
1/17 Margie Oswald
Sam Brown
1/19 Christian Lowe
Nathaniel Patrick
Kristianna Sandridge
1/20 Becki Graham
Isaac Boyd
1/21 Ellen Dickeson
Rhonda McKinnon
Elyzabeth Cunningham
1/22 Karen Daugherty
Jennifer Sperl
Stephanie Overstreet
Maxwell Pfleiderer
Lane Brewer
1/23 Ken Kraft
1/24 Brenda Johnson

1/25

1/27

1/28
1/29

1/30
1/31

Jackie Gehrke
Chelsey Basch
Chloe Pope
Zach van der Linde
Nicole Aven
Kyle Stites
Kathryn Duncan
Sara Musil
Susan Saving
Dallas Boeka
Weston Smith
Mila Lopez
Cheryl Pate
Toby Waller
Haley Waisner
Julia Almstedt
Schylar Sperl
Carl Niederwimmer
Kathlyn Van Winkle
Michelle Marriott
Rian Lietzau
Stephanie Richardson

********************************************

Martin Luther Academy
7112 N. Overland Dr. Kansas City, MO 64151 816-734-1060
Save the dates:
MLA open House Sunday, January 27 2PM-4PM
and
Kindergarten Round-Up, Thursday, February 21 at 2PM & 6PM

When Winter Weather Occurs…
With winter fast approaching snow and ice are sure to follow. What do we do regarding
our church activities when the weather turns bad?
Pre-K: According to our Pre-Kindergarten policy manual… “In case of inclement or
threatening weather, CLC Pre-Kindergarten will follow the Park Hill School District for
school cancellation, early dismissal, or late arrival.”
Weekday School: We also follow the Park Hill School District as
well as early dismissal arrangements in case of inclement weather. If for some reason the
Pastors and Deacon decide it would be in the best interest of our students, parents,
teachers and helpers not to hold Weekday School because of bad weather, we will be in
contact with your child’s teacher to cancel classes. Your child’s teacher will then notify
each child in the class. Deacon and Eunice will do their best to makes sure all people are
adequately notified. (Feel free to call the office if you need confirmation of classes being
held or not.)
Special Events: If ice or snow make it dangerous to have a church-sponsored event, the
church office will do its very best to contact all those involved in order to cancel the event.
If you have any questions regarding whether or not the event will be held or not, please call
the church office. We try to send out an email, too, so join the email list.
All Church Services: Sunday/Wednesday or Special Church Services will NOT be cancelled because of
inclement weather. If for any reason you feel unsafe to travel because of the weather, please stay home.
To eliminate any kind of confusion over whether or not we will cancel Church Service, please know that
the answer will always be, “We will NOT cancel on account of bad weather.” There is simply no need to
cancel when both pastors live within walking distance of the church. With this in mind, please use your
discretion when choosing to set out when the weather is bad. First and foremost – be careful and stay safe.

********************************************
Lutheran High School of Kansas City

12411 Wornall Rd. KC, MO 64145 816-241-5478

Website: www.lhskc.com

The Lutheran High School of Kansas City provides a Christ-centered environment
preparing lives for today, tomorrow and eternity.. For over 30 years students have been able

to benefit from secondary Christian education as they have been prepared for today, tomorrow,
and eternity. LHSKC boasts a proud tradition of delivering a high quality college prep curriculum
which at the same time services a variety of learning styles yearning for a Christ-centered
education. Accredited by both AdvancED, formerly North Central, and National Lutheran
School Accreditation our students have been able to attend the very best colleges and universities
in the Midwest and beyond.
LHSKC is a school for “achievers and believers”, a school where our students experience a Christ-centered
education delivered by qualified and dedicated Christian servants. We expect our students to be actively engaged in
academics, but also involved in their school by participating in a variety of activities. The well-rounded student is
the most sought after student by universities and employers. LHSKC is a place where a child can
grow spiritually through the everyday application of God’s word. It is a place where social maturity is enhanced
through leadership opportunities enabled by a caring faculty and administration. Student confidence and selfesteem grow stronger through the reassurance of the Gospel. We believe in our youth and challenge them to
become the very best that they can be. Academically our students are challenged by both AP courses and dual
credit university courses they can transfer to their next school. Our ACT scores have ranked between 24 and 25 the
last five years as our students pursue their studies at the highest level. Finally, athletically our students get
opportunities to play multiple sports as they discipline their schedules between academics, the arts, and athletics.
Intertwined amongst all of this is the greater understanding of God’s love and forgiveness and the reassurance each
of us has in His grace.
In His Service, Dr. Cary Stelmachowicz (Executive Director)

Christ Lutheran – January 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Sat

1 New
Year’s Day
NO Bible
Study
NO Choir

2
NO Weekday School
NO Moms’ Bible Study
NO Midweek Service

7
Pastors’
Day Off

8
10:30am Bible Study
7:30pm Choir

9
10
4:30pm - Weekday School
6:30pm - Bells
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study
7pm - Midweek Service

11
12
6am - Men’s 8:45am – LL/KFC
Bible Study @ Kaleidoscope
9am – Remove
& store Christmas Decorations

13
8am - Divine Service - LS
9am - Fellowship
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School
10:45am - Divine Service
Noon - Oromo Worship
2pm - Callers for Christ

14
Pastors’
Day Off

15
10:30am Bible Study
7:30pm Choir

16
4:30pm - Weekday School
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study
7pm - Midweek Service - LS

17
6:30pm - Bells
7pm - Board
of Directors

18
19
6am - Men’s
Bible Study
Noon Shepherd’s
Staff
Deadline

20
8am - Divine Service
9am - Fellowship
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School
10:45am - Divine Service - LS
Noon - Oromo Worship
6pm – Family Games Night

21 MLK
Jr. Day
Pastors’
Day Off

22
10:30am Bible Study
7:30pm Choir

23
4:30pm - Weekday School
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study
7pm - Midweek Service

24
25
26
Pastors’
6am - Men’s 5:30-8pm Winkel at Holy Bible Study Trivia Fun’raiser
Cross
6:30pm - Bells

27
8am - Divine Service - LS
9am - Fellowship
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School
10:45am - Divine Service
Noon - Oromo Worship

28
Pastors’
Day Off

29
10:30am Bible Study
2pm –
Collate S.S.
7:30pm Choir

30
31
4:30pm - Weekday School
6:30pm - Bells
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study
7pm - Midweek Service - LS

6 Epiphany
Installation of New Directors both Services

8am - Divine Service
9am - Fellowship
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School
10:45am - Divine Service - LS
Noon - Oromo Worship

3
6:30pm - Bells
7pm - Elders

Fri
4
5
6am - Men’s
Bible Study

S
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H
E
D
U
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E
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T
E
W
A
R
D
S
H
I
P

Acolytes: 8am – Gus Jones
10:45am – Jacob Baker, Joseph Winfrey
Head Ushers:
8am – Tom Chastain
Ushers: 8am – Tommy France, Ken Kraft

10:45am – Howard Gibson
10:45am – Douglas Gibson, Dan Jones

Elder In Charge: 8am: Sperl/Steffens
10:45am: L. Smith/Ferguson
Wednesdays: 1/9-Watons; 1/16-Ferguson; 1/23-Lyons; 1/30-Rothert
Greeters: 8am – Russell Hollander

10:45am – Matt Miller

Counters: Ken and Terry Kraft
Altar Guild:
1/6
1/9
1/12
1/13
1/16
1/20
1/23
1/27
1/31

Servers
Linens
Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti
Truetken
Rothert/Schneider
9am – Remove and store Christmas Decorations
Durham/Degnan/Moore
Faller
Rothert/Schneider
Truetken
Duff/Howard/Harrison
Truetken
Truetken/Lewis
Sperl/Steffens/Truetken
Faller
Moore
Truetken

Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Heermann
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Exodus 25:1-9
It’s no secret that God calls us to be generous with the gifts He has given
us. Throughout the Bible, we read that just as God has generously given to us, so are
we to give generously one to another. As Jesus said, “By this all people will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35) and “Be merciful, even as your
Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36).
But God also calls us to give to Him. And He, who does all things well,
presses it into service for the benefit of all the people of God. See for example what
God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, after he and the people were safely brought out
of Egypt across the Red Sea on dry land: “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Speak to the people of
Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From every man whose heart moves him you shall receive
the contribution for me. And this is the contribution that you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and
bronze, blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, goats' hair, tanned rams' skins,
goatskins, acacia wood, oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense,
onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece. And let them make me a
sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the
tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.’” (Ex. 25: 1-9)
Notice in verse two that the Lord instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to
“take for me a contribution” and that from everyone motivated from gratitude for
what God has just accomplished and given to them, Moses is to gather up “the
contribution for me.”
Pay attention, though, why the Lord wants the people of Israel to gather up
these contributions for Him. God tells Moses precisely why: “let them make me a
sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.” The purpose for the contribution of the
Israelites was so that He may dwell with them, that He would live among them.
Through the tabernacle and the priesthood, through their rites and ceremonies,
through their feasts and festivals, as through means, the Lord God, who brought
them out of the bondage of Egypt would live and dwell among them and be their
God, and lead them into the promised land, which flowed with milk and honey.
God dwells among us still. In the fullness of time, “God’s son was born of
woman, born under the law to redeem those under the law.” He brought us out of bondage to
sin, death, the devil, and hell, and He did this by His obedient suffering and death, His
resurrection and ascension. But He is not gone. He dwells with us through the means
of His Word and His sacraments, through the preaching and the teaching of our
pastors, through the rites and ceremonies of our liturgy. He dwells with us in the
Church through those means. And He is leading us to the true Promised Land, to the
new heavens and the new earth in the new creation.
In the meantime, as God, even now, continues to call us to give to Him, let us,
who have been saved from slavery to sin and death, the devil and hell, be so moved in
our hearts as to give generously to Him so that the means of grace, the means of
His gracious dwelling among us, would continue now and into the future. For just as
He did then, so does He do now. He presses the gifts given to Him into service for
the benefit of all His people. He puts it to use so that we may have Him with us
always, even unto the end of the age.

