
  

Return to the Lord 
 

The Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 17th. Historically, Lent 

developed as a season of preparation for Holy Baptism. Liturgically and theologically, 

Lent is the Church’s refocus on the significance of Holy Baptism. The daily drowning 

of the old Adam in us through contrition and repentance, which characterizes the entire 

Christian life of discipleship, is deliberately intensified during Lent as a renewal of 

faith and life in Christ. This repentance is always the divine work of the Holy Spirit 

through the Law and the Gospel. The Law crucifies the old Adam, and the Gospel 

raises up the new man in us. Thus, a Lenten focus on the cross and Passion of the Lord 

Jesus Christ is not aimed at an emotional response but is a pointed proclamation and 

confession of the Law and the Gospel, a preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. Lent is properly penitential when it brings the cross to sinners and sinners to the 

cross of Christ as the fountain and source of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

In the Book of Joel, the prophet paints a vivid picture of the coming judgment of God, 

the Day of the Lord. The imagery is bold and terrifying: hordes of locusts swarming 

over the land and decimating everything. Joel’s prophecy has teeth even today as wars 

rage, riots threaten and destroy, and COVID – 19 still rears its ugly head. Our society 

seems to be unraveling. But right in the middle of these frightening signals, we find a 

tender invitation from the Lord: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster” 

(Joel 2:13). God’s invitation and promise finds its fullness in Jesus Christ, who 

personifies and accomplishes all that God declares. During this season of Lent, we will 

consider the theme “Return to the Lord” and examine how the call to return played 

out in practical ways for the people who walked alongside Christ as He demonstrated 

and carried out God’s grace and mercy on our behalf, taking God’s wrath upon 

Himself, setting the stage for God to “turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind 

Him” (Joel 2:14).  

Each Wednesday in our series focuses on a particular event in the Passion, with a 

special focus on the people involved in the event. Studying the events and people helps 

connect us with our own sinful nature by emphasizing how we have turned away from 

the Lord. It also reinforces God’s call for us to return to Him with all our heart. See the 

inside of this issue for our Lenten Midweek schedule with descriptions for each of the 

weekly themes. 

The Book of Joel will show us what it means to “Return to the Lord.” Joel will show 

us repentance. As we journey through these challenging times, there is no better place 

to go than the cross of Christ. So… let us “Return to the Lord.” 

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 
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Return to the Lord Your God 
  

 Lent begins on Ash Wednesday which is this year on February 17th.  We will 
celebrate divine services at 10am and 7pm on that day.  Our theme for this year’s Lent and 
Easter is “Return to the Lord.”  The prophet Joel implores God’s people of ancient times 
and today: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger 
and abounding in steadfast love.”   

 To be honest, returning to the Lord has been the cry of our God ever since the 
beginning.  After Adam’s fall into sin, God promised a pathway to man’s return to Himself 
by way of the Seed of woman who would crush the head of the serpent.  Apart from the 
Savior who is God’s own Son, there would be no return for man to God.  But this doesn’t 
mean that man hasn’t tried other ways… 

 Adam was a farmer of the earth.  Part of God’s curse against him after the fall was 
that Adam would return to the ground; he would return to dust (Gen. 3:19).  God provided 
promised offspring to Adam and Eve.  Cain was also a worker of the ground.  Perhaps he 
wished to bring about the paradise of Eden by another means, by his planting and working 
the ground.  Nevertheless, this dream was dashed by Cain murdered Abel.  Paradise was 
again lost.  Still, the promise was kept alive, as God gave Adam and even another son 
named Seth.   

 After the flood, the first thing Noah did was plant a vineyard (Gen. 9:20).  This may 
also have been another attempt to restore paradise on earth.  Not long thereafter, man had 
yet another attempt to return to God by his own means—a tower reaching up to the 
heavens.  The Tower of Babel was an attempt to return to the Lord, or at least avoid 
another of His floods.  Yet the promise of the seed was once again renewed—God choose 
Abraham and gave him Isaac, the son of the promise.  In the coming centuries Baals, 
Ashteroth, and Molech would hinder the hearts of God’s people in returning to Him.  But 
the Promise of a Messiah still remained, spoken by prophets and into the ears and hearts of 
His people whom God longed for to return. 

 And then it happened.  The words of Joel and other prophets were fulfilled.  “Return 
to the Lord your God for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love.”  God sent His Son into the world.  He was the Promised Seed.  He is the 
Savior.  Grace and mercy pour from the heart of God as His Son dies on Calvary.  His 
anger is abated as this atoning sacrifice was offered.  His steadfast love endures on account 
of that death for us.   

 And now we return to the Lord our God as well.  By His Word and Sacraments, He 
gives us His grace and mercy won for us on the cross.  Do join us this Lent and Easter 
season.  Return to the Lord your God.                                          

 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
 



Deacon’s Page        Youth and Education Opportunities for the Parish      February, 2021 
 

 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Grade 1 thru Grade 5 students now have the same 
opportunity as Grade 6 and Up students: face-to-face 
Sunday School!  
 

Jan. 31 – Lesson 5 – “The Downfall Wall” 
The Fall of Jericho 

Feb. 7 – Lesson 6 – “The Palm Tree Judge” 
Deborah 

Feb. 14 – Lesson 7 – “The No-Budge Judge” 
Samson 

Feb. 21 – Lesson 8 – “The Faith-Full Family” 
Ruth 

Feb. 28 – Lesson 9 – “The Chosen King” 
Saul Becomes King 

 

 

 

    KFC          JR-LYF 
             Grades 1-5                               Grades 6-8 

SNOW TUBING   
Sunday, January 31        3:00 PM 

Kids For Christ and JR-LYF members are invited to an 
afternoon of tubing at Snow Creek (north of Weston) 
on Sunday, January 31.  (SR-LYF members are 
certainly invited too). 
 

This event will require some flexibility and planning 
since tubing is by RESERVATION ONLY with NO GROUP 
RATES offered and strictly timed sessions.  Our group 
will be trying to secure a 3:00 PM reservation.  PLEASE 
LET DEACON KNOW which families will be attending – 
and how many family members.  Cost to tube will be 
$10.00 per-person (youth and adult).  Drivers will be 
needed. 

 

 

LYF SKI TRIP   
 

February 13-14-15, 2021 

POSTPONED TO ‘22 
 

LENT DINNERS 
(FUNDRAISER FOR HT-TX)  

 

Please come out to support our 22 Youth and 
Adults who will be attending the 2021 Higher 
Things “FORGIVEN” Youth Conference taking 
place at Concordia University in Austin, Texas this 
coming July.  
 

The CLC Board of Directors has given our group 
the OKAY to restart these fellowship 
opportunities. Tables will be spread apart – 
please follow the masking requirement.  
 

Your free-will offerings will be greatly 
appreciated! 
 

February 17–Ash Wednesday Meal–5:45 PM 
Bratwurst and Burgers  

  

February 24–Lent Dinner–5:45 PM 
To be announced in future bulletins  

 

 
Important Date: 

February 14 First Payments Are Due 
($ 75.00 per Youth/$ 50.00 per Adult) 

 
 



 
 
 

2/2 LaVerne Lutte 

 Janet Corbett 

 Cassidy Heiss 

 Kellan Campos 

 Clara Baker 

2/5 Clifford Trager 

 Shannon Lawrence 

 Robby Bayless 

 Mallory Trager 

 Jolie Graham 

2/6 Marcella Zele 

 Carol Houghtlin 

 Peter van der Linde 

 Brian Mann 

2/7 Jackie Lewis 

 Shannon Ptomey 

 Jillian Cox-Fursa 

2/8 Luann Nielsen 

 Linda Reinhardt 

 Nazaneen Nawkhas 

 Colt Wasco  

2/9 Geneva Campbell 

 Tiffani Clark 

 Jill Van Winkle 

 Allison Schach 

2/10 Keith Lingle 

 Nathan Egge 

 Nathan Sittig 

2/11 Laurel Eggerstedt 

 Beverly Bicsak 

 Chattan Goodson 

2/12 Shirley Manlove 

 Greg Nowlin 

2/13 Becky Fritts 

 Teresa Grace 

 Kelly Heinen 

2/15 Bob Keller 

 Ariana Sanders 

2/16 Rozanne Kaminski 

 Steve Foutch 

 Isabelle Albuquerque 

2/17 Ilene Behnke 

 Beau Hilligas 

2/18 Ron Schach 

 Ryan Lingle 

 Philip Jobe 

 Mariah Penn 

 Kayla Stites 

 Gus Jones 

2/19 Rick Hopkins 

 Andrew Schach 

2/21 Lindsey Johnson 

2/22 Deborah Fisher 

 D.J. Dammann 

 Jett Pederson 

2/23 Greg Fritts 

 Emily Kraft 

 Austin Hall 

 Avery Penn 

2/24 Janet Sittig 

 Alexander Emery 

2/25 Denice Lackey 

 Jana Graf 

 Kaleb Stites 

2/26 Vonnie Niederwimmer 

 Karen Smith 

 Rebecca Levetzow 

 Daiton Van Winkle 

2/27 Kelly Henrichs 

2/28 JoAnne Burnside 

 Tom Chastain 

 Frank Fisher II 

 Lee Ketelsen 

2/29 Harvey Renft

 

 

******************************************** 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids and a big thank you to all those who helped us decorate the Church for Christmas: 
Barb & Tom Chastain, Judy & Douglas Gibson, Marilyn & Herb Steffens, Aimee 
Wittmaier, Margie & Edna Oswald, Janet Duff, Shirley Howard, and Susan Moore.  Thank you! 

Orchids to all our organists, musicians, acolytes, ushers, elders, social media people, and everyone who put in the 
extra effort to make our Advent and Christmas seasons so special. We truly appreciate what you do! 
Orchids to Phil Daley, Russell Hollander, Kevin Smith, Jeff Ferguson, Derek Rothert, Ken Lyons, Shawn Smith, 
Larry Scroggins, Herb Steffens, Jeff Faller, Roger Lewis, Jerry Pietsch, John Henrichs, and Tom Watson for your 
dedicated service in serving your Lord in December as an elder.  
Orchids to Gregg Harrison, Mike Kelly, Steve Brulja, and Mark Cox for your dedicated service in serving your 
Lord in December as an usher.  

 



What is up with those “Gesima” Sundays (Jan 31st, Feb 7th, 14th)? 
 

In the course of the Church Year we have two great periods of preparation, Advent and Lent.  

Advent is longingly joyful, Lent is penitential and serious.  The time of preparation for Easter is longer 

than that of Christmas, for Easter is the focal point around which the Church Year revolves.  When Lent 

makes its appearance on Ash Wednesday (March 1st) the time of “serious penitence” will begin. 

 For many years the Church accomplished the preparation for Easter with three important phases: 

Pre-Lent, Lent, and Passion.  Over time, the “Pre-Lent” (the Gesima Sundays) season was replaced with 

a longer Epiphany Season.  Epiphany (which means appearing) began on January 6th and extends all the 

way to Ash Wednesday.  Yet, the Historic Lectionary (which we use) encourages the church to continue 

to use the “Pre-Lent” Gesima Sundays to prepare the congregation for the more penitential Lenten 

Season. 

 The three Sundays of Pre-Lent introduce the period of penitence; the Sundays of Lent are strictly 

a time for penitence and examination.  The names of the three Pre-Lenten Sundays relate to Easter 

(Septuagesima, Sexagesima, Quinquagesima) and how many days are left until the Resurrection of our 

Lord.  From Ash Wednesday to Easter is forty-six days, but the six Sundays are not counted, so we have 

forty days. 

 The three Sundays preparing for Lent are not to be considered a “little bridge” to span the marked 

break between the Epiphany Season and Lent.  Rather, they are a prelude to the “whole” Easter cycle, a 

recruiting period for the Kingdom of God.  Fred H. Lindeman in his series The Sermon and the Propers 

(vol. II) calls Pre-Lent “a time of propaganda in which God calls for enlistments.  For two and one-half 

weeks the Church enlists workers from within and without.”  Perhaps this could be considered a good 

reason to go back to this “Historic” practice with readings that focus on reaching the hearts of men. 

 Christ’s will is that all possible and appropriate means be employed to spread the teachings of 

Jesus our Savior.  Pre-Lent is only one such “season” to take the opportunity to invite someone to 

Church and to hear God’s Word.  Of course, while we do the inviting, success depends on the grace of 

God.  By and of ourselves we cannot persuade a single person, for “no man can come to Me unless the 

Father who sent Me draws him” (John 6:44).  Our task is to invite – the “success” will be left to God. 

 Lindeman notes that Septuagesima brings us an invitation to become laborers in God’s vineyard; 

Sexagesima presents the task we are to perform; and Quinquagesima states the purpose of our activity.  

My hope is that “Pre-Lent” brings us the strength and fervor to share God’s Word and to invite someone 

new to Church.  Consider finding one, maybe two maybe ten people in your life to bring to Church with 

you when you come on Sunday morning or Wednesday evening.  Perhaps the Gospel readings during 

February’s Pre-Lenten time will help inspire you.  May God richly bless you and keep you as we make 

our way toward our Lord’s blessed death for our life on Good Friday and marvelous Resurrection which 

shows how we have been raised from the dead in Christ as well. 

 

******************************************** 

UPDATE: Due to the increase of COVID-19 cases as well as new health orders for Kansas City and Platte 
County, the Elders Committee, by recommendation of the Board of Directors, has implemented the following: 

 A mask must be worn at all times while moving about the building AND while seated at your seat. 

 Please wear your mask to Communion and remove it only while you are taking Communion. Return your 
mask to its original position after receiving Communion. 

 Make sure to sign up for Sunday/Wednesday Services. Our maximum number is 90 attendees. Check the 
website at www.christlc.net 

 Please continue to maintain 6 feet of social distancing (between family groups) while interacting in the 
Narthex and while seated in the sanctuary. 

 Please help sanitize seats and pews after the Service. Wipes and gloves are provided in the Narthex. 
Thank you for your assistance with keeping our members and guests healthy. These new measures are put into 
place as a result of the recent city and county orders. Again, thank you for your cooperation. In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Arnold 

 

 

http://www.christlc.net/


 

Join us for Midweek Lenten Services 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

 

 
 

February 17 – Ash Wednesday: “A Call to Return” Joel's prophecy is dark and terrifying, and the 

imagery is vivid. It sets the stage for God's invitation and promise: "You have turned away from me in your 

hearts and minds, and I have now shown you where that path will take you. But it is not too late. Turn back! 

Return to the Lord! I am gracious and merciful, and I will bless you."  

February 24 – Midweek Lent 1: "Return to Prayer" This theme focuses our attention on Peter, James, 

and John in the Garden of Gethsemane, and explores the topic of prayer. When God calls us to pray, He 

provides the means to do so and even fulfills what we ourselves are unable to do. So also Jesus takes our sins 

upon Himself and dies on the cross, satisfying the wrath of God and fulfilling what we ourselves are unable 

to do.  

March 3 – Midweek Lent 2: "Return from Betrayal" Judas appears in the in the Garden of Gethsemane 

and betrays Jesus into the "hands of lawless men" (Acts 2:23). We explore the theme of betrayal, specifically 

the ways that we betray one another and Jesus through our denials and rejection of the faith.  

March 10 – Midweek Lent 3: "Return from False Witness" Judas' betrayal brings Jesus before Caiaphas 

and the Council. We examine what God actually means in the Eighth Commandment when He said that you 

should "not bear false witness against your neighbor?" (Exodus 20:16) and what to do when our failure here 

leads us away from God. 

March 17 – Midweek Lent 4: "Return from Denial" Peter stands in the courtyard, watching his Lord and 

master being wrongfully accused, having promised that he was ready to follow Jesus both to prison and to 

death. But when asked directly, Peter denies Jesus. But Jesus will have the last word. He calls us to return to 

Him . . . to return from denial.  

March 24 – Midweek Lent 5: "Return to the Kingdom of God" Pontius Pilate reigns at his Headquarters 

and is forced to wrestle with the question, “What is truth?” (John 18:38), but the real question is “Who is 

truth?” In this sermon, a King calls us to return to His rule and reign so that He can pour out blessings on us.  

 

********************************** 

The Public Relations Committee would like to thank the members of Christ Lutheran who 

contributed to our coat and clothing drive. We delivered about a van load of clothing. A 

special thank you to Deacon for the use of his van and helping with the delivery. 
 
  



We get letters…… 
 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran Church, 

Thank you so much for the prayer plaque and Amazon gift card. I 

appreciate your support for the preschool and its ministry.  

Blessings to you all, Mary Buchholz 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church Family, 

Thank You for your thoughtful gifts.  I love the verse in the picture frame. It 

happens to be the hymn I sang on my Confirmation day. 

Thank You also for the Amazon gift card. I am not sure how I will use it but I 

appreciate your generosity.  Merry Christmas, Sue Daley 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the Christmas gift this year. I am so blessed to be serving 

God's Kingdom through His children at the Preschool. It is a true joy to be a 

member of this Church Family and I look forward to getting to know you in the 

years to come as we grow and serve alongside each other.  

   Joyfully Serving, Mrs. Emily Sharp, Christ Pre-K, Room 5 

 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran- 

A double thank you from me to all of you! I appreciate the gift card and framed 

bible verse I received – thank you.  And a special thank you for the “bonus” gift I 

received by being included this year in the Christmas gifts to the called workers 

and Pre-K Director. It means so much to me that people appreciate the work I do 

here at Christ Lutheran.  2020 was full of changes and challenges, and it’s so nice 

to know that people see the extra effort that was put into keeping things moving in 

the right direction.  May God continue to bless the work we do here.  

        In His Service, Eunice Rodriguez 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Family, 

Thank you so much for thinking of me around the holidays. Thank you for the gift 

card and frame! As always, thank you for your continued support and prayers.  

      Blessings, Megan Kassulke  

Dear Parish-family, 

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you once again for the very generous 

Christmas gift you gave to my family and me this year. We appreciate all that you 

do for us and we thank God every day for you. The Arnolds know that we are truly 

blessed to be a part of your family here at Christ Lutheran. The Lord continues to 

provide for us a beloved church-family for which we are ever grateful. 

The Lord bless you and keep you in the new year.  Again, we thank you and truly 

appreciate you.    Pastor, Andrea, Jacob and Benjamin Arnold 

 

 

 



Dear Friends, 

On behalf of The Siberian Lutheran Mission Society and the Save the Seminary 

Campaign Committee, thank you for your gift for the support of the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, Russia.  Because of the generosity of people 

like you, the campaign has received more than $1 million donations and 

commitments towards its $7 million goal of securing the financial future of the 

seminary. Thank you again for your support. Should you have questions, please 

contact me or the Save the Seminary campaign director, Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill. 

The Lord be with you, Robert Kiefer, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Dear Donor, 

We appreciate your time and effort to help us to have a good Christmas. We wish 

that God bless you always and keep you all safe as well as your family. God bless 

you always. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!!  Sincerely, Daniel and Nadia 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran Family. 

Thank you so much for the monetary gift I received this Christmas.    

The past year has been less than ideal for all of us and yet you found it in your 

heart to bless my family at Christmas time.  I can't say thank you enough. Not only 

have I been blessed with an amazing work family; the Fredde family have been 

blessed with a wonderful church family.    Blessings, Kristina Fredde 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran Pastors and Parish Family, 

Thank you very much for the lovely framed Scripture message and the gift card. 

Your kindness is very much appreciated. May God continue to bless you in this 

coming year.   Ann Bullard, organist 
 

Discipleship Data 
 

Accessions Baptized: 

Elijah Brian Repplinger, son of Joshua & Brianna Repplinger, Jan. 3, 2021 

Amelia Jennifer Buckner, daughter of Charley & Brittany Buckner, Jan. 3, 2021 
 

Deletions: 

Rick, Tammy, Bryna, Rian, Rick, and Eireland Lietzau – whereabouts unknown 

Allyson Wilson – failure to care for membership 

Don Frerking, Greg Rhodes, Chad Waller, Matthew and Sarah March, Jessica, Natalie, William 

March – self-exclusion 
 

New address: 

Janessa and Aaron Hackworth  Dist. 5    Adam Roberts  Dist. 5 to 6 

3818 NW 82nd St.       9467 N. Baltimore Ave. 

KC, MO  64151       KC, MO  64155 
 

New number: 

Paula Graham – 816-416-6778 



Happy Valentine’s Day!!!  
It’s hard to believe it is February already.  We are getting 

closer to spring and can’t wait to play outside as much as 

possible.  We love the fact that we have been in school for 

over 100 days or almost 7 months.   

Our Bible stories this month are The Lost Son, Jesus 

Blesses Children, Jesus visits friends, & Zacchaeus.  We 

continue to love our chapel time with Pastor Arnold, Pastor 

Froiland, and Deacon Buchholz. 

All of our students are working hard and continue to learn 

how to be kind, to share, and to be respectful to each other 

and our teachers.  They are also working hard on blending 

their letters, getting ready to read, working on their 

numbers and counting to 100. 

Open Enrollment will be starting soon, if you know anyone 

looking for a GREAT Pre-K, please send them our way.   

February 2nd – Papa John’s Fundraiser 

February 10th – Mrs. Martens from MLA visits Pre-K and 

reads to each classroom 

February 12th – Valentine’s Day Parties 
 

******************************************** 

February Acolytes 

  8:00am     10:45am  
 

February  Gus Jones     Peter Oetting 
 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship. 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Connor Henry sub 584-2988 
 

Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 
Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – January 21, 2020 

Opening Prayer:  Joe Graham   

Study: Pastors  

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o None 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Elijah Brian Repplinger, son of Joshua & Brianna Repplinger, Jan. 3, 2021 

o Amelia Jennifer Buckner, daughter of Charley & Brittany Buckner, Jan. 3, 2021 

c) Deletions: 

o Rick, Tammy, Bryna, Rian, Rick and Eireland Lietzau – whereabouts unknown  

o Allyson Wilson – failure to care for membership 

o Don Frerking; Greg Rhodes; Chad Waller; Matthew and Sarah March; Jessica, Natalie, William March – 

self-exclusion 

 Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by L. Smith/S. Smith carried. 

 

Minutes:  

A motion by Hollander/Peer to approve the minutes from December 2020 carried. 

 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) All returning and new members of the Board of Directors... thank you for serving. It’s an honor and a pleasure to 

work alongside of all of you. 

b) Our 2021 Study will continue with “Where in the World Is God?”  Selected Sermon Summaries by Harold 

Senkbeil.  Copies of this study were already placed in your box.  Please read through the study ahead of time.  

Thank you. 

c) Reminder – as mentioned above – each Director has a box next to the pop machine.  Please get into the habit of 

checking your box each time you come to church. 

d) Don’t forget to send out a report – preferably by email – to me and each director (including president and vice-

president).  The Board Secretary (Russell Hollander) would also appreciate making sure he gets a copy.  This way 

we can review each report before coming together for the meeting. Thank you. 

e) Directors – do your best to put together a committee and then ratify the committee members at the Directors 

meeting.  We will do this each month… so continue to work on your committees.  Before COVID we had 

centralized committee meetings on Sunday evening quarterly… usually the 2nd Sunday of the month at 7 p.m. 

We are going to shoot for our first meeting on Feb 21st (the 14th is Valentine’s Day).  

f) Don’t forget to submit your materials to The Shepherd’s Staff as soon as you can.  Keeping the congregation 

updated on the actions of the committees is important.  Communication is a must.  Also, I would be more than 

happy to meet with you individually for some guidance on what might be accomplished this year.  Please let me 

know if you wish to meet. 

g) Reception of new members will occur throughout the year.  How are you planning to get these new members 

involved with your committees?  Introduce yourself to them after church.  Take note of those who are received 

into membership – or if you see someone new at church.  Talk to them and greet them.  There is never any harm 

in getting to know new people. 

h) Pastor Froiland and I will help you to identify people who might be willing to serve your committees.  I will be 

sending those to you by email.  Also, if you have any questions about your Director duties, please let me know, 

or, contact the previous Director.  Thank you so much for serving your church in this capacity. 

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) Lent begins on February 17th with Ash Wednesday.  We will have divine service times that day at 10am and 

7pm.  Lent midweek services will follow on Wednesdays at 10am and 7pm with the theme “Return to the Lord.” 

b) On February 14th the Rev. F.G. Frye will be retiring from his service at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Kansas 

City.  Our circuit visitor Rev. Reiser has asked for me to assist during the vacancy at Holy Cross.  A meeting will 

be arranged to work out the details this month.   

 

 

 



Deacon’s Report:  
a) Sunday School lessons for children in PK through Grade 5 are still being provided via the church website.   

b) Students in Grades 6-12+ have been meeting in person for 14+ weeks, with Kristy Rothert and Deacon providing 

leadership for the group.  This group in addition to having weekly study has also been sending birthday cards to 

parish members, blanket tying, etc. 

c) Pre-K through Grade 5 will resume in-person meetings on January 31st. 

d) All other study groups are continuing to meet face-to-face. 

e) Face-to-Face Weekday School sessions continue to be held on campus. 

f) VBS dates under consideration for 2021 are August 2-5. 

g) 2020 Thrivent Choice program receipts fell $2,880 sort of the $6,000 projection, resulting in the underfunding of 

Youth programs and the CLC Benevolence fund. 

 

President’s Report:    
a) Welcome to new and returning directors.  Thank you for serving the church.  I am looking forward to serving as 

president.  For directors who need to designate proxies, please find someone to serve as your proxy and fill out 

and sign the appropriate form for the board to approve.  Also be preparing your list of committee members for 

ratification by the board.    

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

 

Continuing Business: 

a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update – Nothing additional to report at this time. 

b) Grounds Committee: Sign Repair Project – Bids are continuing to be sought for this project. 

c) Buildings Committee: Church Doors Project – See Buildings Report below. 

d) Buildings Committee: Brick Wall Repair Project – Bids are continuing to be sought for this project. 

e) Oromo Lutheran Congregation Update – The Oromo congregation is in the process of chartering as an LCMS 

congregation, and has submitted by-laws and a constitution to the District committee for review. 

 

New Business: 

a) COVID Update – We continue to monitor the situation. 

b) Pastor Abdi Call – Motion by Nowlin/Peer, with the recommendation of the Elders Committee, to bring before 

the Congregation a proposal to extend a call to Pastor Abdi to serve as an Assistant Pastor for Christ Lutheran 
Church carried. 

c) Congregational Meeting on January 31st at 9:30AM – Agenda: to consider a motion to move back the synodical 
conference by one year due to COVID and to consider a motion to extend a call to Pastor Abdi. 

d) Lenten Meals – Motion by Nowlin/S. Smith to provide Lenten Meals beginning Ash Wednesday prior to evening 

services carried 

e) Ratification of members of the Elder’s Committee.  Motion by Leimkuehler/Birch to ratify Shawn Smith, Tom 

Watson, Joe Graham, Jeff Ferguson, Lowell Smith, Russell Hollander, Jerry Pietsch, Jeff Faller, Ken Lyons, 

Kevin Smith, Phil Daley, Roger Lewis, Derek Rothert, and Larry Scroggins as members of the Elders Committee 

carried. 
   

Announcements: 

       a)   Next BOD Meeting 2/18/2021  

 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by Nowlin/Peer @ 8:40 pm carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:    Russell Hollander 

Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander, Secretary 

Next BoD Meeting:              February 18 @ 7pm 

Opening Prayer: Thomas/Leimkuehler 

Closing Prayer:                         S. Smith/Buckner 

 



BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Tumble Town Closet/Electric Panel:  Water leaking in through conduit that is below grade and directly under 

a downspout.  Contacted Lightning Electric and have received a $4,000 bid to relocate the line boxes above 

grade and provide additional drainage. 

Custom Doors:  In contact with Mark Hawkins at Earthwoods. 

HVAC duct to sacristy reconnected. 

 

Future Projects:  Timers & Lights, flashing repair/reattachment for 6609 Camden, new sidewalks and 

approaches on West side of church, wood restoration in sanctuary, pew resurfacing. 
Education 

Charley Buckner 
Pre-K Checking Account Balance $152,000.   

Enrollment currently stands at 91 students.   

There are concerns with the pre-k budget since income has down due to COVID.  Monthly losses are being 

incurred and the SOC is considering putting a committee together to identify concerns. Various action plan 

items such as salary, subsidies, tuition increases the new playground addition being put on hold were all 

discussed and considered. 

Summer School:  Summer school will be presented in two sessions. 

Christmas Break will be December 22-January 5. 
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Church Calls 8, Phone Calls 5, Attempted Phone Calls 3. 

 
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
No activities to report for December.  Providing Lenten Meals this upcoming Lent has been proposed. 

Finance 

Marcus Smith 
December Plate Offerings: $78,446, $18,847 ABOVE budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $696,802, Deficit:  $18,393 BELOW budget. 
Grounds 

Dan Jones 
Maintenance issue with the small zero-turn mower not starting, most likely the battery needs to be charged. 

Snow removal crew schedule has been published.  We’ve had two events so far that have needed snow 

removal.  Last event had volunteers not finding the shovels, some of which may have been borrowed. 

Still in need of additional volunteers to assist with snow removal.  If you know anyone that would be 

interested, please have them contact me. 
OASIS 

Tommy France 
No in-person activities to report for December/January.  All potential activities for February are on hold. 

 
Outreach 

John Peer 
No calls were made in December. 

2021 Greeters schedule completed for early service, 5 openings still to be filled for late service. 
Public Relations 

Duane 
Leimkuehler 

The Hillcrest apartment is vacant at this time.  Our coat and clothes drives were well received.  We took a 

van load of clothes to Our Redeemer.  Thank you to Deacon for the use of his van and for driving. 

Stewardship 

Steve Foutch 
Average Attendance 98 (20) v. 150 (19) v. 169 (18) 

Sunday live streams average 267 views across the past 16 live streams. 
 

Ask Steve for the average attendance over the period if possible 
 Treasurer 

 James Thomas 
Offerings were over budget in December by $25,024 / YTD $12,216 under. 

Expenses were over budget in December by $6,528 / YTD $43,095 under. 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Past Events: 

Jan 3 – Ice Skating at Zona Rosa 
 

Upcoming Events: 

Jan 31 – Snow Tubing 
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

x Graham x Buckner x Jones  Foutch x Pr. Arnold 

x S. Smith x L. Smith  France x Thomas x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Wittmaier x Peer x Nowlin x Deac. Buchholz 

x Birch x M. Smith x Leimkuehler     
 

ACTION TEAM 

THANKS to an Action Team donor 40 fleece tied blankets were delivered to Rachel's House. "Rachel House 

Pregnancy Resource Centers exist to offer compassionate care to men and women experiencing an unplanned 

pregnancy. Our focus is to holistically empower the family unit through advocacy, education, mentoring and 

discipleship. Our goal is to positively impact families now and for generations to come." 

THANKS to the Action Team donation and the many people who cut and tied the blankets. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – February 2021 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

2 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
Pre-K Pizza 
Fundraiser 

3 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

4 

6:30pm - Bells 
 

5 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

6 

7 

8am - Divine Service            
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

8 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

9 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

10 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

11 

6:30pm – Bells 
7pm – Elders 
(Zoom) 
 

12 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

13 

14 

8am - Divine Service  - LS           
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
 

15 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

16 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

17  Ash Wednesday 

10am - Ash Wednesday Service 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
5:45pm – Ash Wed. Meal 
7pm - Ash Wednesday Service 

18 

8:30am – Tri-
Circuit Pastors 
Conference 
6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Board of 
Directors 

19 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

20 

21 

8am - Divine Service            
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
7pm – Centralized Committee Meetings 

22 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

23 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

24 

10am - Lenten Service 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
5:45pm – Lenten Meal 
7pm - Lenten Service 

25 

No Bells 
 

26 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

27 

2pm – 
KFC/LL 
Bowling 

28 

8am - Divine Service  - LS           
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
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Acolytes:  8am – Gus Jones  10:45am – Peter Oetting 
 

Head Ushers:   8am – Matt Wittmaier  10:45am – Bob Keller 

Ushers:  8am –  

  10:45am – DJ Dammann  

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Henrichs  10:45am – Daley 

    Midweek:  3rd – L. Smith; 10th – K. Smith; 17th – Lewis/S.Smith; 24th – Pietsch/Ferguson 
 

Greeters:   8am – Kirk and Kelly Henry  10:45am – Bob and Cheryl Keller 
 

Counter:  Di Trumble 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   2/3  Oswald/Moore      Faller 

   2/7  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   2/10  Rothert/Schneider 

   2/14  Degnan/Durham/Moore    Faller  

   2/17  Moore/Harrison – Moore    Wittmaier    

   2/21  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Wittmaier 

   2/24  Oswald – Lewis/Wittmaier      

   2/28  O’Toole/Steffens/Wittmaier    Faller 

            
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Lorfing 
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For Home Devotions (“+” for a brief order) 

L:  In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

     Hymn of the Month 

+  Verse of the Week 

     One of the appointed readings for the week 

     Devotion from a devotional book 

+  Lord’s Prayer (w/prayers for others, the Church, and the world). 

L:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

January 31st – February 6th – Septuagesima 

Tract:  Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord!  O Lord, hear my voice! 

Psalm 95:1-9 + Exodus 17:1-7 + 1st Corin. 9:24-10:5 + Matt. 20:1-16 

 

February 7th – 13th - Sexagesima 

Verse of the Week: That your beloved ones may be delivered, give 

   salvation by your right hand and answer us! 

Psalm 84 + Isaiah 55:10-13 + Hebrews 4:9-13 + Luke 8:4-15 

 

February 14th – 20th – Quinquagesima 

Verse of the Week: Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to 

  save me!  For you are my rock and my fortress;  

  and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me. 

Psalm 89:18-29 + 1 Sam. 16:1-13 + 1 Corin. 13:1-13+ Luke 18:31-43 
 

February 21st – 27th – The First Sunday in Lent 

Verse of the Week: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will 

  abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  He will cover you 

  with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge. 

Psalm 32 + Genesis 3:1-21 + 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 + Matthew 4:1-11 
 

February 28th – March 6th - The Second Sunday in Lent 

Verse of the Week: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his 

   steadfast love endures forever! 

Psalm 121 + Genesis 32:22-32 + 1 Thess. 4:1-7 + Matthew 15:21-28 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Month 
 

607 From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word…2 Corinthians 8:8-9 
 

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with 
the earnestness of others.  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich" (2 
Corinthians 8:8-9). 

Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, 
the Church in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in 
giving. He does this because giving generously is a gift of the Spirit given to us 
through the Gospel.  

St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 
Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just as we grow in faith and speech and knowledge 
of eternal things by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, so also do we grow in 
giving from the same Spirit through the same Word.  

The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so 
much that we stop giving, but we don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other bills 
that must be paid. It becomes a chore, just one more thing to check off a list of things 
to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us of the joy that Christ and the 
Scriptures assign to it. 

On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of divine 
things, a lack of excelling in giving is sure sign that our faith and knowledge of God 
are under attack as well.  

Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of Christ 
Himself. Even though He was rich, He became poor so that we who are poor might 
become rich. Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of our Lord on the cross is 
the reason, source, and driving force for our generosity in giving to the church. 

And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His 
grace—of which generous giving is part—so we also who are rich in His grace can 
excel in pressing His grace into service toward the gracious work of the church.  

Pay attention to what you give to our church so that you may excel at it. And if 
you find that your heart has grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in 
God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend one or more of our Bible studies. Hear and 
listen to it preached on Sundays or Wednesdays. Be reminded of what Christ has done 
for you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will strengthen your faith and 
knowledge. And where that excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.  

 


