
  

Eyes on Jesus 
O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 

was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 

throne of God. (Gradual for Lent, based on Hebrews 12:2) 

 

It seems too early to start talking about Lent.  We just finished Christmas, after all.  However, the 

end of this month is Ash Wednesday – marking the beginning of this penitential season. Our Lenten 

theme this year, based on the Gospel according to St. Mark, will examine how the various people 

around Jesus viewed Him—and how we should view Him. We will “fix our eyes” on what Jesus 

has done to save us from our sins by His holy, precious blood and innocent sufferings and death, and 

celebrate what God sees on account of His work: our justification for His sake. 

On Ash Wednesday, we will see how, in spite of Jesus’ repeated predictions about His upcoming 

Passion, the disciples with “Misjudging Eyes” fail to recognize that soon He will not be with them, 

and they cannot see the anonymous woman’s anointing of Jesus as preparation for His burial.  

At our midweek service after the First Sunday of Lent, we will look through Judas’s “Betraying 

Eyes” and learn why he did this awful deed.  

“Sleepy Eyes” is the theme for the second week of Lent. In Gethsemane, Jesus’ inner circle of 

Peter, James, and John cannot keep their eyes open to watch and pray with Jesus for even an hour, 

while Jesus comes to see that His Father’s will is that He drink the cup of God’s wrath when He 

comes to the “hour” of His suffering. 

In the third week of Lent, we stare into the “Denying Eyes” of Peter and the other apostles. They 

could not see how they could ever fall away from Jesus, but after Jesus is betrayed by Judas, ten of 

them flee, and Peter—when he is spotted by a servant girl and sees that his own neck is on the line—

sees fit to deny Jesus, which leads to his own eyes weeping in remorse.  

“Murderous Eyes” is the theme of week 4 in Lent. The chief priests and scribes saw Jesus as an 

obstacle to be rid of by murdering Him through the Roman judicial system. Yet during the Passover 

festival, they would unwittingly bring about the Father’s sacrifice of the ultimate Passover Lamb. 

In the fifth week of Lent, we look through the “Worldly Eyes” of Pilate, the Jewish leaders, and 

the Roman soldiers. Pilate can only view matters in a worldly, pragmatic way, wishing to placate the 

worldly Jewish leaders and crowd, so he consents to handing Jesus over for crucifixion.  

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday continue our theme (see the schedule 

included in this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff) – eyes that look toward the Lord’s Supper, the 

passionate cross and then, with all glory and praise, the empty tomb.  

Eyes on Jesus will continuously focus our eyes on Jesus Christ and Him crucified, buried, and 

risen for our justification. This is a vision that will never disappoint, for by trusting in Jesus, He 

promises that we will gaze upon His beautiful face now by faith and forever in heaven! Do join us 

for our midweek Lenten Services and Holy Week Services this year.  Invite a friend.  We can’t wait 

to see you.  The Lord’s richest blessings to you and yours. 
 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 
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Love Thy Neighbor 
 

 As Christians, we live in trying times today.  The moral compass of society is broken in 
many ways.  Life, especially at beginning and end, is devalued.  God’s good creation and 
designation of male and female is viewed as malleable and can be changed according to one’s own 
whims.  Marriage suffers so many perversions and affronts.  And there can be a common mindset, 
even among Christians, that “this doesn’t affect me personally, so let other people do what they 
want.”  Or, “How does legalizing same-sex marriage hurt anyone else?” Or, with regard to 
abortion and euthanasia, “That’s their own personal choice and opinion.  They should be free to do 
as they wish.”  Those who follow this line of thinking confess Cain’s creed, “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” (Gen. 4:9)                    

 
In truth, as people accept laws concerning sexual orientation and gender identity, an 

unnatural worldview is absorbed into society.  God’s gift of human identity is seen as a social 
construction that man created and so man can change.  Indeed, every practiced social institution 
(be it marriage, male/female roles, or the lack thereof) is at its roots a statement about what it 
means to be a human being.  When society accepts, endorses, and approves a practice, it 
automatically commits itself to that worldview.  And all the more so if that practice is enshrined in 
law.  In addition to the other functions of the law that we as Christians hold to be true (the law as a 
mirror and guide), it also functions a curb for society.  The law teaches.  It educates people on what 
society considers to be morally acceptable.  So when America codifies laws accepting abortion, 
euthanasia, gender-free marriage, and transgender policies, it absorbs the worldview that justifies 
these practices—namely, the belittling of our human bodies and the breaking of biological bonds 
lived in families.  These consequences reach every aspect of community life. 

 
Human rights are based on human nature.  There are certain non-negotiable givens in 

human nature that are prior to the state, which the state is obligated to respect.  In our times, if 
human nature itself is viewed as something that we make up as we go along, then there really is 
no basis for unalienable human rights.  So if natural rights are reduced to legal rights, the state can 
change them at will.          

 
So when we talk with non-Christians, particularly those of the secular mindset, we can 

engage them with our worldview.  The secular view of human nature does not fit who people 
really are.  It doesn’t match the real world.  As a result, it is inevitably destructive, both personally 
and for our society as a whole.  God’s word is our courage: “For the weapons of our warfare are 
not of the flesh, but have divine power to destroy strongholds.  We destroy arguments and every 
lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought to captive to obey 
Christ.” (2 Cor. 10:4-5)   

 
We are also called to show compassion to those who are pressured by the moral wasteland 

in which we live, bent on destroying itself.  They are pushed to despise their bodies and reject 
God’s identity for them.  For us, loving God means loving those who bear His image in the world.  
That means helping to liberate people who are trapped by destructive and dehumanizing ideas.  
We must love our neighbors.           
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

     KFC          JR-LYF 
             Grades 1-5                               Grades 6-8 

SNOW TUBING   

SNOW CREEK 
 

Sunday, February 9       
Noon–4 PM 

Kids For Christ and JR-LYF members are invited to 
an afternoon of tubing at Snow Creek (north of 
Weston) the afternoon of Sunday, February 9.  
(SR-LYF members are certainly invited too). 
 

We will leave right after second service 
concludes…tube for about 2 hours and 15 
minutes, then return to church by 4:00 PM.  Cost 
is $15 per person (Youth Funds will pay the 
additional cost). Other details can be found in the 
Fellowship Commons, along with the Sign-Up 
Poster.  SIGN-UP IS REQUIRED so that drivers can 
be put in place.  Please sign-up:  poster in the 
Fellowship Commons. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

SR-LYF   JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                         Grades 6-8   

SKI TRIP   
 

February 15-16-17 
Chestnut Mountain – Galena, Illinois 

STILL ROOM FOR 4 YOUTH AND 2 ADULTS! 
 

 
 

 

Ash Wednesday Meal – February 26 
Hosted by Higher Things Group 

 
Lent Meal – March 4 

Hosted by Higher Things Group 
 

SR-LYF   JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                         Grades 6-8                             

ESCAPE ROOM 
 

Sunday, March 8                  
Time To Be Announced 

 

DETAILS 
FORTHCOMING! 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


Midweek Lent and Holy Week 

 
 

February 26th – Ash Wednesday   Theme: Misjudging Eyes 

March 4th – Midweek Lent 1   Theme: Betraying Eyes 

March 11th – Midweek Lent 2   Theme: Sleepy Eyes 

March 18th – Midweek Lent 3   Theme: Denying Eyes 

March 25th – Midweek Lent 4   Theme: Murderous Eyes 

April 1st – Midweek Lent 5    Theme: Worldly Eyes 

Maundy Thursday     Theme: More Than Meets the Eye 

Good Friday      Theme: God’s Eyes 

Easter Vigil      Theme: Resting Eyes 

Easter Sunday     Theme: Angel Eyes 

Ash Wednesday and Midweek Lent Services are at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.  Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday and Easter Vigil are at 7 p.m.  Easter Sunday Services are at 6 a.m., 8 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

February - March Acolytes 
  8:00am     10:45am  
 

February Chadron Cummins    Alex Smith, Peter Oetting 
Ash Wednesday: 2/26 – Gus Jones, Dallas Boeka 
 
March  Connor Henry     Joseph Winfrey, Jarien Montgomery 
Lent services: 3/4 – Brian Odegaard; 3/11 – Chadron Cummins; 3/18 – Brandon Cuda; 3/25 – Alex Smith 

 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

Jacob Baker 10:45am 866-4093 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Brandon Cuda 10:45am 419-6976 
Chadron Cummins  8am 550-6829 
Connor Henry 8am 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Joshua Keller 10:45am 734-1962 
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am 785-341-9397 
Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846



OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

College Student Care Packages 
  

Through February 14, OASIS has a collection table near the kitchen, where the 

congregation can donate items for our college student care packages. Examples of items 

to donate are: individual packages of gum, pretzels, snack crackers, cookies, granola 

bars, candy, etc.  As well as highlighters, sticky notes, and other items that might be 

useful or fun for studying.  Thanks so much for your donations! 
 

Students (or parents) may pick up their package at church late afternoon of February 14 

through the morning of March 8.  After this time the packages will be mailed, if we 

have a valid 2020 mailing address for the student. Please do confirm the students 

address with the church office, even if we have a past address on file. 
 

For questions please see Judy Gibson or a member of the OASIS committee.   

 

Valentine Party 
 

OASIS will have a Valentine Party at church on Friday, February 14 @ 1:30.  We will 

enjoy some treats and fellowship, and we will assemble the college care packages.  

Please join us! 

 

Fellowship following Lent Service 
 

March 4 through April 10, OASIS will provide a light desert following the Wednesday 

10:00am Lent services. So please be sure to stick around after the service to enjoy some 

fellowship. 

******************************************** 

The following is from Pr. Nabil Nour.  If you’ve ever considered visiting the Holy Land, this would be an 

excellent option for you.  A number of members know Pr. Nour and know what a great tour guide (as well as all 

around person) he is.  Feel free to contact Pr. Nour with any questions you may have. 
 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus, you are invited to join me (on my 24th tour), a native of Israel, born in Nazareth on a 

Journey to the Holy Land–Israel for an experience of a lifetime. We will depart from Chicago on August 24 

and return on September 5, 2020...walk where Jesus walked...where every page of the Bible is seen in its 

original context alive...cruise the Sea of Galilee...climb the Mount of Olives and view the Old City of 

Jerusalem...visit Tabgha, scene of the Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes...the Mount of Beatitudes, site of the 

Sermon on the Mount and where Jesus chose His Twelve Apostles...walk the Via Dolorosa (Road of Suffering) 

to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher...stroll in the Garden of Gethsemane...visit Bethlehem...the Church of the 

Nativity and much more. 
What to expect: During this 13-day tour, you will experience the sounds, smells and sights of two civilizations - 

the old and the new. You will stand at the cross roads of history and feel the vibrant influence of how this land 

shapes all other lands. 
We will do more than just visit sights. We will go off the beaten path and have personal and daily devotions. 

The Bible will be our map and guide. Experience the Holy Land–a place like no other. Please join me on this 

blessed adventure. 
The price is $4,000.00 per person and includes: air fare from Chicago to Tel Aviv and back to Chicago, hotel 

accommodations (for double occupancy) tips, entry fees and all meals. 
For further information contact:   Pastor Nabil Nour, 46448 263rd St.  Hartford, SD 57033 

605-526-3571 (O), 605-201-6998 (Cell), preachermanfootwasher@gmail.com 



Discipleship Data 
 

Accessions Communicant: 

Kevin Eichhorst, Reaffirmation of Faith 
 

Deletions: 

Katie Eberth, transfer to First Lutheran  Missoula, MT 

Pat Schroer, transfer to the Church Triumphant, December 22, 2019 

Erica Heitman (Cadence and Abrah), released by self-exclusion 
 

New address: 

 
 

 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to everyone who played a part in our Children’s Christmas Program. 
Orchids to all of our Altar Guild members, organists, choir members and directors, acolytes, elders, 
and all those who put in extra time with all the special services.  Thank you for your service to our 

Lord. 
Orchids to everyone who helped with the decorating for Christmas.  Everything was beautiful! 
Orchids to the ladies who provided desserts after our morning Advent services. 
Orchids to all who have donated items for the Cap-Glove-Mitten Tree. 
Orchids to all of those who purchased poinsettia plants that were used to beautify our church for 
Christmas: Farruggia, MacPherson, Spidle, O’Keefe, Jones, Henrichs, Moore, Leimkuehler, Chastain, 
Fredericks, Wittmaier, Daugherty, Heerboth, Turner, O’Toole, Dunn, Brulja, Arnold, Watson, Lewis, 
Smith, Schelp, Vincenti, Smith, Buckner, Repplinger, Truetken, Durham, Sittig, Toillion, Eberth, Steffens, 
Bartek, Ruud, Littleton, Corbett, Heermann, Duff, Easley, Howard, Hopkins, Sinclair, Gibson, Sperl, 
Faller, Davis, Trumble. 
Orchids to Chuck Eberth, DJ Dammann, Joshua Martin, Charley Buckner, Stephen O’Toole, Phil Daley 
and Roger Lewis for the great job they did with snow removal for the van der Linde funeral and for the 
Sunday morning Service. Much appreciated. 
Orchids to Dave and Denice Lackey and Paul Naher for making sure the memorial gardens looked good for 
the funeral committal.  Thank you 
Orchids to Rick Birch for all his work right out of the gate as the new buildings director.  He jumped in 
full steam ahead and has already tackled a number of problems and projects.  Thank you so much, Rick. 
Orchids to the Altar Guild members and friends for coming out in a snow storm to help take down the 
Christmas decorations: Barb &Tom Chastain, Janet Duff, Matt Wittmaier, Jan Faller, Marilyn &Herb 
Steffens, Jackie &Roger Lewis, Judy &Howard Gibson, Douglas Gibson, Patty Heermann, Debbie 
Durham, and Susan Moore. 

 

******************************************** 
Would you like to be included in the emails that come from your Church?  If so, please 

give your email information to the church office indicating that you want to be included.  

If you haven’t been getting the emails, you either aren’t on the list or we have an outdated 

email address for you. 



 
 

2/2 LaVerne Lutte 

 Janet Corbett 

 Cassidy Heiss 

 Kellan Campos 

 Clara Baker 

2/3 Rick Lietzau 

2/5 Clifford Trager 

 Shannon Lawrence 

 Robby Bayless 

 Mallory Trager 

 Jolie Graham 

2/6 Marcella Zele 

 Carol Houghtlin 

 Peter van der Linde 

 Brian Mann 

2/7 Jackie Lewis 

 Jaclyn Ehr 

 Shannon Thomas 

 Jillian Cox-Fursa 

2/8 Luann Nielsen 

 Linda Reinhardt 

 Nazaneen Nawkhas 

 Colt Wasko 

2/9 Geneva Campbell 

 Tiffani Baldner 

 Jill Van Winkle 

 Allison Schach 

2/10 Keith Lingle 

 Nathan Egge 

 Nathan Sittig 

2/11 Laurel Eggerstedt 

 Beverly Bicsak 

 Chattan Goodson 

2/12 Shirley Manlove 

 Greg Nowlin 

2/13 Becky Fritts 

 Teresa Grace 

 Kelly Heinen 

2/15 Bob Keller 

 Bryna Lietzau 

 Ariana Sanders 

2/16 Rozanne Kaminski 

 Steve Foutch 

 Isabelle Albuquerque 

2/17 Ilene Behnke 

 Katy Goodwin 

 Beau Hilligas 

2/18 Ron Schach 

 Ryan Lingle 

 Philip Jobe 

 Mariah Penn 

 Kayla Stites 

 Gus Jones 

 

2/19 Rick Hopkins 

 Andrew Schach 

2/21 Lindsey Johnson 

2/22 Deborah Fisher 

 D.J. Dammann 

 Jett Pedersen 

2/23 Greg Fritts 

 Emily Kraft 

 Austin Hall 

 Avery Penn 

2/24 Janet Sittig 

 Alexander Emery 

2/25 Denice Lackey 

 Jana Graf 

 Kaleb Stites 

2/26 Vonnie Niederwimmer 

 Karen Smith 

 Rebecca Levetzow 

 Daiton Van Winkle 

2/27 Kelly Henrichs 

2/28 JoAnne Burnside 

 Tom Chastain 

 Frank Fisher II 

 Lee Ketelsen 

2/29 Harvey Renft

 

******************************************** 

IN MEMORIAM 
Dirk van der Linde 

April 19, 1949 – November 21, 2019 

Pat Schroer 

February 20, 1943 – December 22, 2019 
 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 
 

 

 
 



MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY NEWS 
Enrollment and Re-Enrollment is open for the 2020-2021 school year.  Please 
call the school office 816.734.1060 or go to our school website for more 
information.  www.martinlutheracademy.org 
 

MLA Fundraiser Auction – March 7 
There’s not much better than a good meal and a lively evening to support a good cause, 
and that’s just what MLA’s auction committee is preparing for you! With your $35 ticket 
purchase you will enjoy access to hundreds of auction items and dinner by Peter May’s 

House of Kielbasa. We can’t wait to see you on March 7! Purchase tickets or see other forms at church, MLA, 
and martinlutheracademy.org-Support-Auction. RSVP by February 19. Contact EagleAuction@mlakc.com. 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting  

January 16, 2020 

Opening Prayer:  Roger Lewis  Study: Pastors  

 

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o Kevin Eichhorst by Reaffirmation of Faith 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o None 

c) Deletions: 

o Katie Eberth, transfer to First Lutheran, Missoula, MT 

o Pat Schroer, transfer to the Church Triumphant, December 22, 2019 and 

o Erica Heitman (Cadence and Abrah), released by self-exclusion 

Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by L. Smith/S. Smith carried. 

  

Minutes:  

A motion by Eberth/Rothert to approve the minutes as amended from December 2019 carried. 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) Our 2020 Study will continue with “Where in the World Is God?”  Selected Sermon Summaries by Harold 

Senkbeil.  Copies of this study were already placed in your box.  Please read through the study ahead of time.  

Thank you.  

b) Reminder – as mentioned above – each Director has a box next to the pop machine.  Please get into the habit of 

checking your box each time you come to church. 

c) Don’t forget to send out a report – preferably by email – to me and each director (including president and vice-

president).  The Board Secretary (Russell Hollander) would also appreciate making sure he gets a copy.  This way 

we can review each report before coming together for the meeting. Thank you. 

d) Directors – do your best to plan for centralized committee meetings.  We have our first meeting next month on 

Feb 9th.   We will have our committee meetings quarterly.  However, if you need an extra meeting in the 

meantime, do make it a point to get together.  Keep me posted on your progress. 

e) Don’t forget to submit your materials to The Shepherd’s Staff as soon as you can.  Keeping the congregation 

updated on the actions of the committees is important.  Communication is a must.  Also, I would be more than 

happy to meet with you individually for some guidance on what might be accomplished this year.  Please let me 

know if you wish to meet. 

f) Reception of new members will occur throughout the year.  How are you planning to get these new members 

involved with your committees?  Introduce yourself to them after church.  Take note of those who are received 

into membership – or if you see someone new at church.  Talk to them and greet them.  There is never any harm 

in getting to know new people. 

g) Pastor Froiland and I will help you to identify people who might be willing to serve your committees.  I will be 

sending those to you by email.  Also, if you have any questions about your Director duties, please let me know, 

or, contact the previous Director.  Thank you so much for serving your church in this capacity. 

h) Welcome to our new OASIS Director, Derek Rothert.  Thank you for your service. 

 

http://martinlutheracademy.org/
mailto:EagleAuction@mlakc.com


Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) Thank you to Jeff Ferguson for putting together the committee Time and Talent spreadsheet.  You should have 

received this document via email.  Do contact the individuals who are willing to serve for your committee from 

the Time and Talent inventory for 2020. 

b) The Froilands will be on vacation Jan.19th-Jan.22nd 

c) I will be preaching at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Kansas City on Jan. 26th.   

 

Deacon’s Report:  
a) Sunday Morning:  December Attendance 77 v 70 (‘18) 

b) During the Week: December Attendance 24 v 28 (18) 

c) Weekday School: December Attendance 43 v 44 (18)  

d) Thrivent Choice:  No Distribution to Date for 2020 

e) Preferred dates are July 27-30 2020 for VBS, committee to form in January 

f) Activities listed in youth below 

 

President’s Report:    
a) Welcome – Happy New Year and thank you for agreeing to serve as we enter into a new calendar year. I’m 

excited for what this year holds and look forward to your contributions and good work.  A special thank you to 
Derek Rothert for agreeing to be appointed to fill a vacancy on the Board. 

b) Please plan for having a proxy designated 

c) Expect future discussions on a new Capital Campaign 

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

Immediate New Business:  

a)   Resignation of Director and Appointment of new Director to fill OASIS committee vacancy.  Motion by L. 

Smith/Spidle to accept the resignation of Kirk Henry carried.  Motion by Spidle/L. Smith to appoint Derek 
Rothert to fill the open position carried. 

 

Continuing Business: 

a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update 

a. Visitor Security Procedures discussed, please contact Elders if you have any concerns about suspicious 

behavior and/or unfamiliar visitors during services 

 

New Business: 

a) Report from Pre-K Committee Meeting 

b) Representatives to Lutheran High School Association – Motion to appoint Jill Vincenti and James Thomas are the 

Lay delegate and Alternate Lay Delegate by S. Smith/Eberth carried.  Motion to appoint Pr. Arnold and Pr. 
Froiland as Pastoral and Alternate Pastoral delegate by S. Smith/L. Smith carried.   

c) Proxy Approvals and Ratification of Committee Members.  Motion to approve proxy designations by S. Smith/L. 

Smith carried.  Motion to approve proxy designations with verbal consent by Eberth/Nowlin carried 

d) Closed Session – Payroll Issue Motion to enter closed session by S. Smith/L. Smith carried.   

 

Announcements: 
a) Next Meeting February 20 @ 7pm 

b) Centralized Committee Meetings 2/09 @ 7pm 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by Eberth/Dwayne @ 8:53 carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Russell Hollander  

Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander, Secretary 

Next BoD Meeting: February 20 @ 7pm 

Opening Prayer: Hollander/Spidle 

Closing Prayer: O’Toole/Wittmaier



BoD Committee Reports:  
Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Roof Issues:  some leaks to address that occur during ice/snow coverage and heavy rain 

Sanctuary Partition:  locking mechanism may be something we can install ourselves rather than pay to 

have it done. 

New Drain:  silt barrier/hay bales needed to protect new drain until grass grows 

Pre-K:  moisture seepage in Tumble Town. 

Future Projects:  electrical sub-panels, gutter issues, LED lights for Ephphatha Room, cleaning of piscina 

drain in sacristy, door/window conversions from steel to aluminum, new sidewalks/approaches on West 

side of Church, improved concealment around HVAC units, wood restoration in sanctuary, pew 

resurfacing. 
Education 

Stephen O’Toole 
 Enrollment is now 102 students.  Pre-K Checking Account Balance: $227,995, and the Pre-K’s portion of 

the Building foundation work has been withdrawn.  We are currently interviewing candidates for a 

teaching position opening at the end of the school year.  The Pre-K will not follow the Park Hill School 

District’s new “late start” policy used on cold temperature days.     
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Home Calls:  4, church calls 1, phone calls 6, funeral assistance 1. 

  
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
Working to assemble committee and assigning volunteers to serve doughnuts.  First order of business is to 

organize Lenten dinners 

Donuts after first service on 1/5, received $39 in donations 

May 31 we will host the Wittenberg Castle Church Choir for a concert. 
Finance 

Marcus Smith 
DEC Plate Offerings: $78,469, $20,307 ABOVE budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings Surplus;  $2,687 ABOVE budget 

This report has yet to be reconciled with the Treasurer this month, but a process has been established for 

ensuring it will be going forward.   
Grounds 

Chuck Eberth 
Grounds closed 2019 approximately $1,000 under budget.  The Ferris mower received routine 

maintenance and is back, Thank you to Dan Jones for saving us a pick-up fee by dropping it off.  The Toro 

snow blower will be going in for routine maintenance this week, followed by the Craftsman when the Toro 

returns.  Special thank you to DJ Dammann, Joshua Martin, Charley Buckner, Stephen O’Toole, Phil 

Daley, and Roger Lewis for the great job they did with snow removal this past weekend.  Still in need of 

volunteers to assist with the ground crews, if you know anyone who would be interested, please have them 

contact me. 
OASIS 

Derek Rothert 
Derek Rothert appointed to fill this position on the Board.  Thank you for the opportunity to join the board. 

Outreach 

Matt Miller 
Callers for Christ met on 01/12/20, there were 3 calls this month.  Next meeting is 02/09/20 @2pm.  2020 

Greeter Schedule is still being filled, planning to be done by the end of this month.  January is covered.   
Public Relations 

Duane 
Leimkuehler 

Our Hillcrest resident, Kristin, will be graduating January 21 at 6pm.  Gary and Bev Bartek will attend the 

ceremony with me.  Christ Lutheran will provide a gift for Kristin for her graduation. 

Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 195 (19) v. 200 (18) v 167 (17). 

Will deliver many of the 2020 offering envelopes within the next 40 days. 
 Treasurer 

Andrew Spidle 
Offerings were over budget in December by $19,888 /  YTD $5,170 over 

Expenses were over budget in December by $4,122/YTD $20,703 under 

At end of year, there were $33,052 of unrestricted excess funds.   
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Upcoming Activities 

1/19 Ice Skating 

1/25 Trivia Night 

TBD Family Games Night 

2/9 Tubing at Snow Creek 

2/15-17 Ski Trip 
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

X Lewis X O’Toole X Eberth X Ferguson X Pr. Arnold 

X S. Smith X L. Smith X Rothert X Spidle X Pr. Froiland 

X Hollander X Wittmaier X Miller X Nowlin X Deac. Buchholz 

X Birch X M. Smith X Leimkuehler     

Other Attendees:  none  

 



We get letters…… 
 

Thanks so much for the Christmas gift from the church family. The “Day by Day” 

devotional will be put to good use as I start the new year and the gift card to 

Zona Rosa is also appreciated. The bell choir truly appreciates all the words of 

encouragement from the congregation. Tanya Cvetan 

 

Our many thanks to the Christ Lutheran Parish for the delicious cookies which were shared 

by many.  Also for the beautiful card.  May the New Year be good to all.  

          LaVerne & Verda Lutte 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church and families, 

I want to thank you all for the delicious plate of cookies.  I never get that anymore.  They 

were really delicious.  Thank you for thinking of me.  God bless you all and have a God 

blessed New Year.    Lots of Love, Roberta Musil 

 

Thanks to everyone associated with fixing the plate of cookies I received this week. I ration 

them at 1 a day, bed time. The “homemade” makes them special. All the hands after that 

helps too.  The singers that helped with them make our day.  I feel so blessed to be the 

receiver. This year I have been blessed with a new great-grandson and a new 

granddaughter by marriage. I’ve not met the granddaughter yet.  I’ve had so many friends 

visit. My 2 ministers from Christ Lutheran, former classmates and former employees from 

sears.  Thank you thank you all! My girls are so good to me and I appreciate all their efforts 

to help all my needs. I thank all the volunteers from Christ Church who make each 

Christmas special for so many people.        Wilma Jean Chandler, one of your flock. 

 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran Church, 

Thank you so much for the Martin Luther devotional book and Zona Rosa gift card.  It was 

very thoughtful and generous of you to remember me with those gifts.  Blessings to all of 

you in 2020.  Mary Buchholz 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran Parish Family,  

Thank you very much for the Zona Rosa gift card. It is my pleasure to serve you with music 

and I am happy that I can use my God-given musical blessings for your worship services. 

May God bless you all in this new year! In Christ’s service, Ann Bullard 

 

Dear members of Christ Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for generous gift card to Zona Rosa. I’ll enjoy spending it in the near future! 

Thank you also for the “Day by Day with Luther.” I’ve started reading it each morning with 

my coffee. Thank you for your support of the Christ Lutheran Staff.   Karla Perkowski 

 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran, 

Thank you for the gift of the Martin Luther “Day by Day” Devotional, and the gift of a Zona 

Rosa gift card.  The devotions are truly helpful each day to me.  Thank you for the 

opportunity to play and share hymns and faith with your congregation.  

         Serving in Christ, Laurie Folken 

 

 



Dear Christ Parish Family, 

Thank you for the Christmas gift. It is very much appreciated! Thank you for your 

continued support and prayers. Blessings, Megan Kassulke 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

Thanks to all of you for the many cards, letters, and gifts which you shared with my family 

and with me this past Christmas.  We are truly blessed to be a part of this congregation.  

Thank you, also, for the many, many prayers offered on behalf of my family these past many 

months.  These prayers have meant so much.  Deacon David Buchholz 

 

To our Beloved Parish-family, 

Thank you for the very generous Christmas bonus check this past year.  It is a great 

blessing to us to live and serve in your midst.  We are very grateful for you all. 

In Christ, Pastor, Sara, Joseph, Lydia, Isaac, Emmalynn, Adeline, and Hannah 

 

Thank you so much! I am so thankful for you all and how you’re letting God shine through 

you.  I can’t thank you enough for the smile I know my son will have.  It’s hard to accept 

help but I know there is a plan and am grateful for you letting God work through you.   

Have a blessed Christmas! Kristin & Devin (Hillcrest family) 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CHRIST LUTHERAN PRE-KINDERGARTEN 

Happy Valentine’s Day!!!  
It’s hard to believe it is February already.  We are getting closer to 

Spring and can’t wait to play outside as much as possible. 

Our Bible stories this month are The Good Samaritan, The Lost Son, 

Jesus Blesses Children, and Jesus Visits Friends.  We continue to love our 

chapel time with Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, and Deacon Buchholz. 

All of our students are working hard and continue to learn how to be kind, 

to share, and to be respectful to each other and our teachers.  They are 

also working hard on blending their letters, getting ready to read, working 

on their numbers and counting to 100. 

February 4th – Papa John’s Fundraiser 

February 12th – Mrs. Martens from MLA visits Pre-K and reads to each 

classroom 

February 14th – Valentine’s Day Parties 

February 21st – Dr. Kirby the dentist visits Pre-K 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 

2 
8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

3 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

4 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm – Choir 
Papa John 
Fundraiser for 
Pre-K 

5 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

6 
 

7 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

8 
Wittmaier/ 
Truetken 
Wedding 

9 
8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
2pm - Callers for Christ 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
Noon-4pm – Youth Tubing 
7pm – Centralized Comm. Meetings 

10 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

11 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

12 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

13 
7pm - Elders 
7pm - Bells  

14 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
1:30pm – OASIS 
Valentine’s 
Party/Package 
Preparation 

15 
 

16 
8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

17 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

18 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

19 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

20 
7pm - Board 
of Directors 
7pm - Bells  

21 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - 
Shepherd’s Staff 
Deadline 

22 

23 
8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

24 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

25 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
11:30am – 
Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 
7:30pm - Choir 

26  Ash Wednesday 
 

10am – Ash Wednesday Service 
w/Imposition of Ashes 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
5:45pm – German Style Dinner 
7pm - Ash Wednesday Service 
w/Imposition of Ashes 

27 
Pastors’ Conf. 
@ Christ 
7pm - Bells  

28 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

29 

 

LYF Ski Trip 

LYF Ski Trip 
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Acolytes:  8am – Chadron Cummins   10:45am – Alex Smith, Peter Oetting 
Ash Wednesday 2/26 @ 7pm – Gus Jones, Dallas Boeka 
  
 
Head Ushers:   8am – James Thomas 10:45am – Bob Keller 

Ushers:  8am – Don Rea, Matt Wittmaier      

  10:45am – David Balsters, Matthew Miller 
 

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Lewis   10:45am – Watson 

    Midweek:  5th - Daley; 12th - Ferguson; 19th - Henrichs; 26th – 10am Steffens, 7pm K.Smith 
  

 

Greeters:   8am –  10:45am –  
 

 
Counter:   

 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   2/2  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   2/5  Oswald/Moore      Faller 

   2/9  Durham/Degnan/Moore    Faller  

   2/12  Rothert/Moore      

   2/16  Duff/Howard/Daugherty    Truetken 

   2/19  Rothert/Schneider     Truetken    

   2/23  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

   12/26  Moore/Harrison & Lewis/Truetken   Truetken 

       

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Watson 
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … 1 Corinthians 4:2 
 

Of the three things a person is not to talk about in polite company – religion, politics, and 
money – the church is called, in one way or another, to talk about all three. Perhaps this is 
the reason why teaching about stewardship often seems to be an afterthought. It’s something 
that happens only out of necessity when financial constraints require it. 
 

There is a more excellent way. Stewardship shouldn’t be the kind of teaching that comes up 
only when there is a financial crunch. It should be part and parcel of the ongoing instruction 
of Christians as they live out their faith in their vocations – members of their family, their 
society, and their church. This teaching touches upon every facet of our lives; it stakes a 
claim upon our time, our presence, our prayers, and our possessions. 
 

Stewardship begins with the acknowledgment that we are stewards. A steward is a manager 
of someone else’s possessions. In Christian stewardship, we recognize, according to the 
Apostles’ Creed, that God is the owner of all things as the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 
And in His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, He gives us what is His to manage here 
below.  The principal virtue for stewards is faithfulness. As St. Paul wrote to the Christians 
in Corinth: “Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” (1 Cor. 4:2)  Stewards 
must manage that which belongs to the owner according to the owner’s wishes. That is what 
it means to be faithful in stewardship. 
 

That raises a question: How are Christian stewards to be faithful in their managing of what 
God has entrusted to them to manage? In other words, what are the specific duties of a 
Christian steward? This depends upon what God has revealed in His Word for each of our 
vocations in life as those in a family (fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, children), society 
(governors or citizens), and the church (pastors or laity). The Table of Duties from Luther’s 
Small Catechism lays this out in a helpful and orderly way.  Let’s look just at what the laity 
(“hearers” as it is labeled in the catechism) owe their pastors: “In the same way, the Lord has 
commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.” (1 Cor. 9:14) “Let 
the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. Do not be deceived: God 
cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7)  “Let the elders who rule well be considered 
worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘You 
shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,’ and, ‘The laborer deserves his wages.’ ” (1 Tim. 
5:17–18) “We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and 
admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves.” 
(1 Thess. 5:12–13) “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as 
those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of 
no advantage to you.” (Heb. 13:17) 
 

We can see that the Lord commands hearers to support the work of the ministry with the 
gifts God endowed them – their time, their presence, their prayers, and their possessions. 
This is the means by which God blesses His people with His gifts: the ministry with the 
support of those whom they serve, and the hearers with the work of the ministry.  St. Paul 
expounds upon this further in his letters to the church at Corinth. He instructs them to give 
regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 
8:20) of our first-fruits (1 Cor. 16:2) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 
Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).  All of this teaching is set forth 
squarely within the context of stations to which God calls us. This is always appropriate for 
the church to speak because it instructs God’s people in how they are to live out their faith 
as His stewards under those who are created, redeemed, and sanctified by Him. 


