
      

      
 

Dear Fellow Redeemed, 

Once again we prepare to enter into the Lenten season as we journey through the Church Year. Lent, 

however, is its own kind of journey. Lent is the journey we make as we travel with Christ from the Mount of 

Transfiguration to Jerusalem where He will face the cross and the grave for our sakes. It is a very sobering 

trip, a journey that often struggles to find joy. But there is Easter! 

This year our theme for our Lenten worship will focus upon the journey, but perhaps not in the way we 

usually walk it. Our overall theme will be “Return from Exile: A Lenten Journey.” All journeys must have a 

starting point; and in the preaching and teaching this Lenten season, we will consider our starting point a 

land of exile. 

The land of exile from which we begin our journey is the wilderness of sin and death. Sin came into the 

world when our first parents were unfaithful and disobedient, eating fruit from the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil. Adam and Eve sinned, and we have inherited from them not only the sin itself, but also the 

result of that sin—separation from our Lord and God. From the first sin in the first garden, we have been 

exiled into the wilderness where we have wandered without any ability to find our way out. 

This is the beginning of our journey: exile. But every journey also has a destination, an ending point. Our 

return from exile brings us into the Promised Land. Our relationship with our God is restored by Christ’s 

sacrifice. Our destination, then, is the perfect place, the new garden, the courts of heaven—the ultimate 

destination which was established for us by His death and resurrection. There is great joy in the journey as 

we see where our returning brings us; but there is also a somber attitude when we consider what Christ faced 

on account of our sin. 

All journeys consist of many events that take place between the journey’s beginning and its end. Our 

Lenten journey is no different. Each leg of our Lenten journey begins in the Old Testament and then 

continues into the New Testament, pointing us to the joy that is ours in Christ Jesus. Do not be surprised to 

discover that from the very beginning, even outside the gates of the Garden of Eden, it is Christ who travels 

with us. He has always been our guide, from the very beginning, and He will journey with us to the very end. 

Indeed, He has even gone before us to prepare a heavenly dwelling place. 

Life is full of journeys. Life itself is a journey. We enter this Lenten season contemplating the reality of 

our earthly journey but with eyes fixed on its destination—the empty tomb and the open gates of everlasting 

life. Make it a point this Lenten Season to join your fellow believers as we take this journey together.  A 

Lenten Midweek Schedule is included in this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff. 

In Christ’s Service… and with Him on this Journey, 

Pastor Arnold 
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Prayer and the Fight against Temptation 
 What is the 6th Petition [of the Our Father]? And lead us not into temptation.  Toward the end 
of 2017 the Bishop of Rome, Pope Francis I, called for a “better” translation of the 6th Petition of the 
Lord’s Prayer.  He proposed to soften the original translation to “Let us not fall into temptation.”  
His reason? He thinks this petition can lead people to believe that God is one who tempts people 
to do evil.  Does the Bishop of the Roman See have a point? Perhaps.  This petition may sound like 
God is the tempter.  But instead of changing Sacred Scripture, why not explain what it means 
instead? 
 
  This is just what Dr. Martin Luther did: What does this [6th Petition] mean? God tempts no 
one.  We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, 
and our sinful nature may not deceive or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great 
shame and vice.  Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally 
overcome them and win the victory. 
 
 So there it is.  “God tempts no one.”  It’s as simple as that.  God is not the source of 
temptation, but the devil, the world, and our sinful nature are.  This “unholy trinity,” as it’s been 
called, sets its traps for us to sin.  The devil incites and provokes us in all directions, but especially 
in despising and disregarding God’s Word so that faith, hope, and love give way to unbelief, false 
security, and despair.  Next, the world attacks us in word and deed, and drives us to anger and 
impatience.  Finally, our flesh carries the Old Adam around our necks, who exerts himself and 
incites us daily to unchasteness, laziness, deception, lust, and defrauding our neighbors.  All 
people feel temptation; though not all in the same way or to the same degree.  Typically, young 
men and women are more tempted by the flesh; those middle-aged and older by the world; and 
devout Christians by the devil.       
 

Scripture also interprets, “Lead us not into temptation.”  “Let no one say when he is 
tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God,’ for God cannot be tempted with evil, and He Himself 
tempts no one.  But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.” James 
1:13-14 
 
 Another way of understanding the 6th Petition is viewing it in relation to the 7th petition, 
“But deliver us from evil.”  The 6th leads to the 7th.  God delivers us from the evil brought about by 
the temptations we have fallen into.  On the third Sunday of this month (Lent 1), we will hear in 
the Gospel yet another explanation: Jesus was led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit to be 
tempted by the devil.  The Father allowed the test, the devil being the tempter, knowing that His 
Son would be obedient even unto death, and would be delivered from the evil one— who is the 
old evil foe. 
 
 When Christians pray the 6th petition, they might think of God as a tempter to cause them to 
sin.  But the solution to this thinking is NOT a different translation of the prayer.  Rather, the 
solution is seen in the 7th petition: in our temptations, it is God who deliverers us from evil.  He 
does so through His Son, Jesus, who was lead into temptation for us, overcame temptation for us, 
and died on the cross for our sins.  Christ has won the victory.  Now we are delivered from evil, 
sin, death, and the devil, which seek our temporal harm and eternal death.  
            

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

FAMILY DAY AT 

MOON MARBLE 
Saturday, February 3         10:00 AM 

Little Lambs (infant thru Kindergarten) and Kids For 
Christ (Grades 1-5) are invited to travel to Bonner 
Springs, Kansas to Moon Marble (600 E. Front Street – 
also K-32). This outing will provide families with the 
chance to witness a demonstration of glass 
blowing…will get to learn how to “play marbles”…and 
will get the chance to travel back in time to games of 
an era long-gone away. 
 

We will meet in the Church parking lot no later than 
9:30 AM and travel to Bonner Springs.   

 

     KFC          JR-LYF 
             Grades 1-5                               Grades 6-8 

SNOW TUBING   

SNOW CREEK 
Sunday, February 4        Noon–4 PM 

Kids For Christ and JR-LYF members are invited to an 
afternoon of tubing at Snow Creek (north of Weston) 
on Sunday, February 4.  (SR-LYF members are 
certainly invited too…it’s just that this event is so 
soon before the Ski Trip to Galena, Illinois). 
 

We will leave right after second service 
concludes…tube for about 2 hours and 15 minutes, 
then return to church by 4:00 PM.  Cost is $20 per 
person (Youth Funds will pay the additional cost). 
Other details can be found in the Fellowship 
Commons, along with the Sign-Up Poster.  SIGN-UP IS 

REQUIRED so that drivers can be put in place.  Please 
sign-up:  poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

SR-LYF     JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                              Grades 6-8    

SKI TRIP-GALENA, IL  
Saturday-Monday,   February 17-19 

 

Twenty-three youth and adults have made the 
commitment to attend.  There is a very limited 
amount of space for those wishing to attend who 
have not already made a commitment. Contact 
Deacon immediately. Those who have made a 
commitment will receive final details about two 
weeks before everyone leaves for Galena.  
 

 
 

FUNDRAISING: 

HIGHER THINGS 
YOUTH CONFERENCE  

 

Please come out to support our 14 youth and 
adults who will be attending the July 10-15 
Sanctified: A Higher Things Youth Conference 
taking place at Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale, Illinois. Your support will come by 
enjoying food and fellowship at the two Lenten 
Dinners mentioned below.  Your free-will 
offerings will be greatly appreciated! 

 
WE – 02-14   Ash Wednesday Meal  5:45 PM 
  
WE – 02-21         Lenten Dinner      5:45 PM 
 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


 

Midweek Lent - 2018 

 
There is great joy in the journey as we see where our returning brings us; but there is also a 

somber attitude when we consider what Christ faced on account of our sin. Each leg of our 

Lenten journey begins in the Old Testament and continues into the New Testament, pointing 

us to the joy that is ours on account of Christ Jesus.  All Midweek Services are at 10 A.M. 

(Dessert to follow) & 7 P.M. (Lenten Supper beginning at 6:15 P.M.)  

February 14th -- Ash Wednesday 
Sermon: “Heart to Heart: Sackcloth and Ashes to Robes of Righteousness” 

 
February 21st -- Midweek of Lent 1 

Sermon: “Garden to Garden: Eden to Heaven” 

 
February 28th -- Midweek of Lent 2 

Sermon: “Mountain to Mountain: Mount Moriah to Mount Zion” 

 
March 7th -- Midweek of Lent 3  

Sermon: “Out of Egypt: Through the Water” 

 
March 14th -- Midweek of Lent 4  

Sermon: “Tree to Tree: The Tree of Life to the Cross” 

 
March 21st -- Midweek of Lent 5  

Sermon: “Death to Resurrection: The Wilderness to the Promised Land” 

 
March 29th -- Holy Thursday  

Sermon: “Meal to Meal: The Passover to the Lord’s Supper” 

 
March 30th -- Good Friday  

Sermon: “Sin-Bearer to Sin-Bearer: The Day of Atonement to the Atonement” 

 
March 31st -- Easter Vigil  
 

April 1st -- Easter  
Sermon: “Welcome Home!” 

 

 



OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

 

College Student Care Packages 

  

Through February 16, OASIS has a collection table near the kitchen, where the congregation 

can donate items for our college student care packages. Examples of items to donate are: 

individual packages of gum, pretzels, snack crackers, cookies, granola bars, candy, etc.  Also 

highlighters, sticky notes, and other items that might be useful or fun for studying.   
 

Students (or parents) may pick up their package at church on the evening of February 16 

through the March 4.  After this time the packages will be mailed, as long as the church has a 

valid mailing address for the student.  
 

For questions please see Howard or Judy Gibson or a member of the OASIS committee.   

 

Valentine Party 
 

OASIS will have a Valentine Party at church on Friday, February 16 @ 1:30.  We will enjoy 

some treats and fellowship, and we will assemble the college care packages.  Please join us! 

 

Fellowship following Lent Service 
 

Feb 21 through Mar 21, OASIS will provide a light desert following the Wednesday 10:00am 

Lent services. So be sure to stick around after the service. 

 

Steamboat Arabia Museum-Everyone is Welcome 
 

Save the date of Sunday, March 11 to tour the Steamboat Arabia Museum.   We will plan to 

meet at church at noon, and then carpool to the Steamboat Arabia at 400 Grand Blvd, Kansas 

City, MO 64106 (816-471-1865).  Sunday hours are noon-5:00pm. Tickets are Adults $14.50 

plus tax, seniors (60 years & older) $13.50 plus tax, Children (4yrs-14yrs) $5.50 plus tax and 

children 3yrs and younger are free.  
 

*Please sign up (starting on Feb 16), to attend.  If we have 25 or more adults signed up, then 

each adult would qualify for the group rate of $12.50 each plus tax. If a group rate, then you 

would pay Judy Gibson, as Steamboat Arabia only accepts one payment for the group rate.  
 

************************************* 
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. Psalm 96:3  

This summer I have been given the opportunity to travel to both Ethiopia and to Alaska with Can-

Do-Missions based out of Concordia University Texas. In Ethiopia, I will be teaching English to 

seminarians, elementary children and tech school students at Mekane Yesu Campus in Arba Minch along 

with my peers from different Concordia Universities. In Alaska, I will be placed in Hooper Bay and to assist 

the surrounding area LCMS churches with setting up and running their Vacation Bible Schools and other 

church events. I look forward to speaking with you about this in person during Adult Bible Study on 

March 11 to share more information about my plans for this summer. I will also be providing refreshments 

and asking for support for my mission trips.  

Gods Blessings,  

Casey Eberth 

 



We get letters…… 
 

Thanks to Pastors Arnold and Froiland for all of their visits during my various 

hospital stays.  Thank you also to everyone for their prayers and cards throughout 

my surgeries and hospital stays.  Jim Moore 

 

Thanks to the church family for the Christmas gift. I plan to use the reformation 

journal with my devotions in 2018. The gift card will provide a nice night out. It’s my pleasure to 

lead the bell choir so we can enrich the worship services.  Tanya Cvetan 

 

Dear Pastors and Members of Christ Lutheran Church, 

Thank you very much for the Reformation journal and Zona Rosa gift card.  Your generosity is 

much appreciated. Blessings to all of you in 2018! Mary Buchholz 

 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran, 

Thank you for remembering your organists each year with a card and gift.  We play to give 

glory to our Savior, Jesus.  Thank you for your Word of salvation to the world.   

        Serving in Christ, Laurie Folken 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran Parish Family, 

Thank you so much for the generous Christmas gifts!  You are truly a blessing in my life in so 

many ways.  I cannot tell you how much I enjoy playing for you.  It is such a joy for me to use the 

gifts of music God has given me in your worship services.  May He bless you all in the coming 

year!    In His love, Ann Bullard 

 

Christ Parish Family, 

Thank you for the journal and Zona Rosa gift card!  Also, thank you for your prayers and 

support.  I enjoy being a part of the preschool at Christ and teaching the children more about 

their loving Savior!    Blessings, Megan Kassulke 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran Members, 

Thank you for the lovely Reformation Journal and the gift card to Zona Rosa.  I plan to use the 

journal for a Bible class that I attend and I'll be going to Zona Rosa soon for a nice shopping 

spree!  Your support is most appreciated.   Sincerely, Karla Perkowski 

 

Dear Parish Family,  

 Thank you so much for the generous monetary gift at Christmas.  I know I have said it 

before but I am so blessed to be part of an amazing church family and having a job I absolutely 

love.    Blessings, Kristina Fredde 

 

Dear Fellow Saints of our Parish-Family, 

Thank you so much for the very generous Christmas check this past December.  We are 

tremendously blessed to serve the Lord with you and receive His bountiful gifts here in time 

and forever in eternity to come.  God’s blessings to you throughout this New Year. 

In Christ,  Pastor, Sara, Joseph, Lydia, Isaac, Emmalynn, and Adeline Froiland 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran, 

Thank You for the Christmas card and Zona Rosa gift card.  I appreciate your generosity and 

are thankful for all our blessings.  Thank You again, Sue Daley 

 

Many thanks to all of you for your kindness and generosity towards my family and to me this 

past Christmas.  Our family is blessed to be part of the Christ Lutheran Parish.  A blessed 2018 

to you all.  Deacon Buchholz 



Dear Church Family, 

     It was a joy to be with you in worship and fellowship once again! I also appreciated your love 

and kindness not just for me, but for Pastor Joshua too. He lives our congregation! 

     As I mentioned in Bible Class, Pastor Joshua has a scholarship to study Library Science at 

Kisii University which is about an hour from the seminary. I am thrilled that when I leave in May 

to return home, I can be sure that the library will be left in good hands and have a budding 

Theological Librarian. 

     The scholarship pays only tuition and not for books and transportation. Since his salary here 

is only $130.00 per month to support his family and parents, I set up an account for him and 

gave Pastor Arnold the account information. Should you wish to contribute toward his books 

and transportation just make a check out to Christ Lutheran and mark Pastor Joshua Fund in the 

memo line.   

     I look forward to being back home in May and see how God will have me serve among you. 

My heart will always beat to an African drum, but it is time to be among my fellow redeemed at 

Christ Lutheran.   Live in Christ, Georgia Witt 

 

To Christ Lutheran congregation:  Thank you so much for the gift card and Reformation journal 

at Christmastime.  I truly appreciate your generosity.  May God bless your 2018.  Love, Carolyn 

 

 

 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions Baptized: 

Sophia Grace Sager, daughter of John and Jennifer Sager, baptized Dec. 10, 2017 

Adelais Violet Johnson, daughter of Casey and Lindsey Johnson, baptized Dec. 24, 2017 

 

Accessions Communicant: 

Tim and Stacy Oetting, Peter & Sam, transfer from Redeemer Lutheran  Olathe, KS 
 

 

 

Martin Luther Academy 
7112 N. Overland Dr.  Kansas City, MO  64151  816-734-1060 

 

Kindergarten Round Up will be Thursday, February 22 at 2 pm or 6 pm. The 
roundup is for undecided, future prospective, and enrolled Kindergarten students for 
the upcoming 2018-2019 school year.  Bring your child and participate in classroom 
activities, meet the teachers, and tour the facility. Please contact Lisa Martens if you 
have any questions.  (816) 734-1060. 
 
MLA Fundraiser Auction – March 3 
MLA’s success is due in large part to generous supporters like you. Our auction is a great night out for a 
great cause! Tickets are $35 each for dinner and access to hundreds of auction items. You’ll also be treated 
to the hilarious antics of our emcees, Pastors Frank Greene and Calvin Kapels. We can’t wait to see you 
there! Forms at church, MLA, and martinlutheracademy.org - Support - Auction. RSVP by February 14. 
Contact MLAEagleAuction@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

http://martinlutheracademy.org/
mailto:MLAEagleAuction@gmail.com


 

 
 

Greetings from Christ Lutheran Preschool.   

January was a busy month for us.  We celebrated our 100th day of school on January 17; some of 

the children dressed up to look like they were 100 years old and some of them wore a shirt with 

100 items glued on it.  It was a fun day for everyone.   

We also celebrated National Lutheran Schools Week, January 22 – 26 with an online “mission 

trip” to Cambodia.  We also celebrated with spirit week and special dress up days during the 

week.  The kids really enjoyed learning about Cambodia and dressing up for the different days. 

February will be busy also.  Our Bible stories this month are The Lost Son, Jesus Blesses the 

Children, Jesus visits friends, and Jesus forgives Zacchaeus.  We always look forward to chapel 

on Thursday with Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, or Deacon Buchholz; the kids love going to 

chapel. 

We will have some visitors this month also. 

February 2 – Dr. Kirby’s Dental Office is coming  

February 6 – Miss Stacey with Mid Continent Public Library is reading to all classes 

February 6 – PAPA JOHN’S FUNDRAISER – ALL DAY 

February 14 – Valentine Parties for all classrooms 

February 19 – No School in observance of President’s Day 

February 21 – Adam’s Animals is coming 

 

Blessings, 

Mrs. Kristina Fredde 
 

******************************* 
 

February Acolytes 
  8:00am     10:45am  
February Thomas Henrichs, Gus Jones   Joe Ramos, Jackson Winfrey 
2/14@7pm-Thomas Henrichs, Alex Smith; 2/21@7pm-Joseph Winfrey; 2/28@7pm-Brandon Cuda 
 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

Jacob Baker 10:45am 866-4093 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Brandon Cuda 10:45am 419-6976 
Chadron Cummins  8am 550-6829 
Joey Ferguson 10:45am 891-9955 
Thomas Henrichs 8am 286-3479 
Connor Henry 8am 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Joshua Keller 10:45am 734-1962 
Matthew Knopp 10:45am 536-6278 
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am 785-341-9397 
Joseph Ramos 10:45am 519-3367 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Grayson Spidle 8am 913-742-8357 
Jackson Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 

 

 

 



 

Orchids and Onions 
 
Orchids to Debbie Durham for decorating the dinette in Georgia's condo! Debbie, you 
are awesome. 

Orchids to Deacon Buchholz for putting the license plates on Georgia Witt's car!  
Orchids to Todd DeMint from Meyers Funeral home, for speaking at the January OASIS function and 
providing lunch.  

 

 

 

 
 

2/1 Robbin Lundquist 

2/2 Janet Corbett 

 LaVerne Lutte 

 Cassidy Heiss 

2/3 Rick Lietzau 

2/5 Clifford Trager 

 Shannon Lawrence 

 Robby Bayless 

 Mallory Trager 

 Jolie Graham 

2/6 Marcella Zele 

 Carol Houghtlin 

 Peter van der Linde 

 Brian Mann 

2/7 Jacqueline Lewis 

 Jaclyn Ehr 

 Katie Eberth 

 Shannon Thomas 

 Jillian Cox-Fursa  

2/8 Luann Nielsen 

 Linda Reinhardt 

 Colt Wasko 

2/9 Geneva Campbell 

 Tiffani Baldner 

 Jill Van Winkle 

 Allison Schach 

2/10 Keith Lingle 

 Nathan Sittig 

2/11 Laurel Eggerstedt 

 Beverly Bicsak 

 Chattan Goodson 

2/12 Shirley Manlove 

2/13 Becky Fritts 

 Teresa Grace 

 Kelly Heinen 

2/15 Robert Keller 

 Bryna Lietzau 

 Ariana Sanders 

2/16 Rozanne Kaminski 

 Steve Foutch 

 Isabelle Rodrigues 

                 Albuquerque 

2/17 Ilene Behnke 

 Kathleen Goodwin 

2/18 Rolland Schach 

 Ryan Lingle 

 Philip Jobe 

 Mariah Penn 

 Kayla Stites 

 August Jones 

2/19 Rick Hopkins 

 Andrew Schach 

2/20 Pat Schroer 

2/21 Lindsey Johnson 

2/22 Deborah Fisher 

 D.J. Dammann 

 Jett Pedersen 

2/23 Greg Fritts 

 Emily Kraft 

 Austin Hall 

 Avery Penn 

2/24 Jan Sittig 

 Alexander Emery 

2/25 Denice Lackey 

 Jana Graf 

 Kaleb Stites 

2/26 Vonnie Niederwimmer 

 Karen Smith 

 Rebecca Levetzow 

 Daiton Van Winkle 

2/27 Kelly Henrichs 

2/28 JoAnne Burnside 

 Tom Chastain 

 Frank Fisher II 

 Lee Kettlesen 

2/29 Harvey Renft



 

******************************************************************* 

Mark your calendars for next year's 

VBS, July 23-26, 2018. We would love 

for you to be with us as we help the kids 

have fun at Splash Canyon. If you know 

now that you want to help us out, please 

email me at kelly.henrichs@lps53.org. 

Thanks. Kelly Henrichs 

 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 
The Lutheran High School of Kansas City provides a Christ-centered 
environment preparing lives for today, tomorrow and eternity. 
SNOW DAY RUMINATIONS. . .  
Has school lost its relevance? 
I would like to warn you that I am about to play Devil’s advocate.  Not 
trying to offend, but, alas, it may occur.  In today’s society many take 
offense when they disagree with an opinion. SO BE IT! 
Last week we did not have school on Thursday, January 11th.  The weather 
forecast was for sleet, snow, and possible ice on the roads.  The 
temperature on Wednesday was 57 degrees (you can look it up).  By 4 p.m. 
most schools had closed for the next day.  Well, we got some precipitation, 
and temps dropped from 57 degrees down to 15.  Most of us who drove 
that day realized conditions were not hazardous.  So why no school?  Businesses were open, 
movie theaters reaped a huge benefit, and many slept late.  Churches saw no benefit. 
Tuesday, January 16th nearly every KC school was closed again.  The temperature began at -3 in 
the morning and was forecasted to only reach 12 or so.  Wind was a factor and wind chills were 
anywhere from 10-20 below.  School was called off again.  Huh?? Why ?? 
My question is this?  Has the importance of school lost its significance?  Why do schools close so 
easily and so quickly? Is it part of a union contract or. . . something else?  “Better to be safe than 
sorry” is a phrase I hear often.  Students might be outside in freezing cold weather for a few 
minutes and might catch a cold, or get the flu, or what?  Are we getting soft, or are we already 
there?  
Why is it acceptable behavior to drag an infant child out in subzero weather to be placed in a 
daycare facility, but unacceptable for a teenager to venture out in the same weather?  Seems to me 
there would be more risk to the infant.  Oh wait, we need to earn money to sustain our lifestyles.  
Priorities, after all. 
Perhaps we are missing a major point here.  Life is tough and the road is long.  One must prepare 
for the elements of obstruction on that road.  Bundling up in preparation for frigid conditions is as 
necessary as developing proper study habits and a proper work ethic. . . However. . . segue. . . 

mailto:kelly.henrichs@lps53.org
http://www.lhskc.com/


The only preparation truly necessary is a dedicated relationship with the Word of God.  This is 
essential for a life in Christ.  But this dedication can also be treacherous and hazardous.  It might 
cost us a job or even friends along the way.  So, are we preparing ourselves and our children 
properly for this life and the life to come, or are we taking the easy route and accepting the 
conventional wisdom of our age as we follow the crowd? 
I maintain we have become a society of scared rabbits, sometimes afraid to trust an almighty God 
who has promised us hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11) While education and work are important 
elements for life success, added together they do not equal a relationship with our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus.  Why?  Because, the Bible tells us so.  
Prepare lives for today, tomorrow, and ETERNITY.  God is so good. 
In His Service,   Dr. Cary Stelmachowicz      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 



Christ Lutheran – February 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm – Elders 

2 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

3 

10am - 
KFC/LL 
Moon 
Marble 

4 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
Noon - Family Snow Tubing 

5 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

6 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm – Choir 
Pre-K Papa 
John Pizza 
Night 

7 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

8 

6:30pm - Bells 
9 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

10 

11 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
2pm - Callers for Christ 
7pm – Centralized Committee Mtgs. 

12 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

13 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

14   Ash Wednesday 

10am - Ash Wednesday 
Service w/Imposition of Ashes 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
6pm – Lenten Supper 
7pm - Ash Wednesday 
Service w/Imposition of Ashes 

15 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Board of 
Directors 

16  6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 
1:30pm – OASIS 
Valentine Party 

17 

18 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

19 
Presidents’ 
Day 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

20 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

21 

10am - Lenten Service 
followed by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
6pm – Lenten Supper 
7pm - Lenten Service 

22 

9am – Pastors’ 
Circuit Meeting 
at Trinity, 
Kearney 
6:30pm - Bells 

23 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

24 

Amy Eberth 
Mission Trip 
Fundraiser 
Breakfast 

25 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 

26 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

27 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
2pm - Collate 
Shep. Staff 
7:30pm - Choir 

28 

10am - Lenten Service 
followed by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
6pm – Lenten Supper 
7pm - Lenten Service 

      

 

LYF Ski 

Trip 

LYF Ski Trip to Galena, IL 
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Acolytes:  8am – Gus Jones, Thomas Henrichs 

10:45am – Joe Ramos, Jackson Winfrey 
2/14@7pm-Thomas Henrichs, Alex Smith; 2/21@7pm-Joseph Winfrey; 2/28@7pm-Brandon Cuda 

 
 

Head Ushers:   8am – Jim Fredericks   10:45am – Bob Keller 

Ushers:  8am – Don Rea, Kevin Smith 10:45am – Blake Faller, James Keller 

 
 
Elder In Charge:  8am:  Faller/Rothert  10:45am: Schach/Scroggins 
 Wednesdays:  7th-Scroggins; 14th-Watson; 21st-Lewis; 28th-Schach  
 

Greeters:   8am – 10:45am –  
 

Counters:    
 
 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   2/4  Chastain/Daugherty/Vincenti    Truetken 

   2/7  Oswald/Schneider     Faller 

   2/11  Durham/Degnan/Moore    Faller 

   2/14  Harrison & Gibson/Truetken    Truetken 

   2/18  Duff/Howard/Daugherty    Truetken 

   2/21  Moore & Lewis 

  2/25  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

  2/28  Moore & Rothert     
      

 Launder and Steam Cassocks and Acolyte Robes – Durham 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Cottas – Lorfing/Kelly 

 Launder and Steam & Pastors’ Surplices – Lorfing/Kelly 
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            A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … 2 Corinthians 8:7-9 
 

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of 
others.  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
so that you through his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:8-9). 
 

Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church in 
Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in giving. He does this 
because giving generously is a gift of the Spirit given to us through the Gospel.  
 

St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and 
in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just as 
we grow in faith and speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit through the Word 
of God, so also do we grow in giving from the same Spirit through the same Word.  
 

The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop 
giving, but we don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a 
chore, just one more thing to check off a list of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power 
and robs us of the joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.  
 

On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of 
excelling in giving is a sure sign that our faith and knowledge of God are under attack as 
well.  
 

Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. Even 
though He was rich, He became poor so that we who are poor might become rich. Thus, the 
incarnation, suffering, and death of our Lord on the cross is the reason, source, and driving force 
for our generosity in giving to the church.  
 

And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His grace—of which 
generous giving is part—so we also who are rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace 
into service toward the gracious work of the church.  
 

Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. And if you find that 
your heart has grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at 
home. Attend Bible Class here at church. Hear and listen to it preached in our Divine 
Services.  
 

Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will 
strengthen your faith and knowledge. And where that excels, so will the grace of giving excel 
also.  
 

Average Weekly Church Attendance: November – December 2015-2017 

 

All Saints’ Day:        319, 242, 260 

24th Sunday after Trinity:   294, 242, none in ‘17 

25th Sunday after Trinity:   276, none in ’16, 189 

26th Sunday after Trinity:   none in ’15 or ’16, 236 

Last Sunday of the Church Year:  237, 247, 207 

Thanksgiving Day:          116, 78, 110 

1st Sunday in Advent:        169, 207, 252 

2nd Sunday in Advent:  276, 231, 215 

3rd Sunday in Advent:  245, 268, 230 

4th Sunday in Advent:  276, 91, 189 

Christmas Eve:   472, 485, 391 

Christmas Day:  119, 126, 121 

1st Sunday after Christmas: 156, none in ’16, 196 

New Year’s Eve:  59, 96, 34 



Thrivent Choice – Now is the Time to 

Participate! 

Thrivent Choice – (from the Thrivent website) 

Giving back makes an important impact in people's lives. Last year alone, Thrivent Financial provided more 

than $100 million to help congregations, communities and individuals in need. Members who own Thrivent 

Financial products help make this support possible. 

Thrivent Choice lets you recommend where some of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go by 

directing Choice Dollars
SM

 and by participating in Voting Events. See program details. 

Use your MyThrivent user ID and password to log in and get started. If you aren't signed up yet, register now to 

participate in Choice Dollars
SM

 and Voting Events. 

How are Choice Dollars Determined? 

Eligible members are designated Choice Dollars 

based on their:  

 Insurance premiums; 

 Contract values; 

 And Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership. 

 

 

How Do I Direct My Designated Choice Dollars? 

Choose from Lutheran organizations nationwide, 

including your local congregation. It's easy! 

1. Search for your preferred organization(s). 

2. Direct Choice Dollars online now or call 800-

THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and state 

"Thrivent Choice." 

 

 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

It’s even easier than the top half of this page makes it out to be! 
 

For as long as AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans)  LB  (Lutheran Brotherhood) and now 
Thrivent Financial have been in existence, charitable “giving back” has played a big part in the 
way they do their business.  The way or the delivery of the “giving back” is what seems to 
change every few years. Right now the program is called Thrivent Choice. 
 

If you have Thrivent products, your participation is already generating dollars that are eligible 
to be “given back”.  Since last April, Christ Lutheran Church’s Board of Directors have 
designated that our Christ Lutheran Pre-K, Christ Lutheran Youth, and CLC Hillcrest Fund are 
to be the  recipients of Thrivent Choice Dollars.   
 

When you go online to designate your preferred organization to receive what your Thrivent 
products are generating, be sure to identify “Christ Lutheran Church-Platte Woods”.  That is 
the way our Pre-K, Youth, and Hillcrest Fund will receive a benefit.  Contact Deacon with any 
questions that you may have about this program. 

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/program/index.html
http://myservice.thrivent.com/portal/mythrivent
https://service.thrivent.com/apps/MbrEnrollment/registerAccessInfoInit.do
https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
https://choice.thrivent.com/cp/choice_search.aspx


 


