
 
Looking forward… 

 

It’s hard to believe that 2017 is already a month old.  It’s hard to believe that this month we begin to make 

preparation for Ash Wednesday and the penitential season of Lent.  Before you know it, Easter will be here 

and spring will be upon us (I can’t wait!!).  Our days seem to march on faster and faster each year leaving us 

to wonder how time can go by so fast.  Then summer will be here… then the fall.  And then, around the 

corner, our celebration of two monumental Anniversaries – 60 Years AT and WITH CHRIST and 500 Years 

since the REFORMATION will be upon us.  I can’t wait!! 

February is a time of looking forward.  Rarely do we relish anything that has to do with this month – expect 

maybe St. Valentine’s Day (or a birthday).  It’s a cold and dark month with no major holidays.  During this 

month we will observe the “less-than-exciting” Pre-Lent Sundays (see inside this issue of The Shepherd’s 

Staff) which will prepare us for Lent and Holy Week.  It seems as though February is the kind of month we 

will look forward to getting through.  Fortunately, it’s a short month. 

But let’s not pass through too quickly.  There is much to do.  As we “prepare” for Lent in February, we will 

also be preparing for our grand celebrations yet to come in October.  So far we know that The Rev. Dr. Lee 

Hagan, the Missouri District President will be preaching on October 15
th

.  Also, that evening, the LCMS 

churches in the Kansas City area have rented the Kaufman Center for the Performing Arts for a special 

Reformation Lessons and Carrols celebration.  We will sing Reformation hymns, hear from writings of 

Luther and other Reformers, see performances from special choir groups (probably from our Lutheran 

schools in the K.C. area, one of our Concordia Universities or possibly the Seminary), and much more.  

More details regarding this event in the months to come. 

As we mentioned last month, a special Anniversaries Committee has been formed and will be making 

preparations… throughout February… for our grand celebrations in October.  Do plan to attend and support 

the events sponsored by our congregation.  Bring a friend with you.  Also, do consider continued support for 

our Anniversaries Capital Campaign.  A special Anniversary Offering Envelope has been included with this 

issue. 

Let’s “look forward” together in February… to Lent, the Passion of Christ, and Easter… to time spent with 

family and friends this coming spring and summer… to our blessed celebrations this coming October.  Never 

forget, God made it all happen for us.  Because of Christ, we have the opportunity to “look forward” and to 

celebrate in our days ahead. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

Pastor Arnold 
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Faith ALONE (and Faith is NEVER alone) 
2017 is the year of celebration for the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.  During this 

time you’ll likely hear more frequently about the 3 “Solas.”  All humanity is saved by the 
Scriptures alone (Sola Scriptura), through Faith alone (Sola Fide), by Grace alone (Sola Gratia).   

During the 16th century, in the generation after Martin Luther, a second Martin (as he’s 
been called) named Martin Chemnitz continued the legacy of the first Martin.  He is in much 
part credited with the writing of the Formula of Concord and the compilation of the Lutheran 
Book of Concord (1580).  Another important work of Chemnitz was Ministry, Word, and 
Sacraments: An Enchiridion.  An enchiridion is a teaching tool that uses questions and answers 
for instruction.  The enchiridion we’re most familiar with is Luther’s Small Catechism.  In 
Chemnitz’s enchiridion he sheds light upon what it means to live by faith alone: 

Q. 154  What if a secure [sinner], without repentance, holding fast to the intent to continue in 
sins, forms this conviction, the he nevertheless has a merciful God—is that kind of conviction true and 
justifying faith? By no means.  For faith is not this kind of conviction, that it is immaterial before 
God to remain in sins or desist from sins, to love sins or detest them; true faith likewise does 
not seek this in Christ, that it dares to indulge in sins and give rein to them securely and freely, 
without any fear, in the hope of impunity.  But the nature and property of true faith is seen 
and recognized in sincere repentance, namely when the heart acknowledges its sins in such a 
way that it seriously shudders in acknowledging the wrath of God, and no longer delights in 
sin, but is seriously and earnestly troubled, lest it fall into danger of eternal damnation.  When 
faith, in such repentance or contrition, looks around for Christ, seeks [Him], looks to [Him] 
and apprehends [Him], desiring, seeking, believing, and trusting that sins are remitted to him 
for the sake of Christ, etc., this very thing is a very sure indication of true and justifying faith.  
Is. 61:1, 66:2; Matthew 9:12. 

 Q. 191  Will one, then, obtain and retain righteousness and salvation, even if he indulges in his 
corrupt lusts against conscience and brings forth no good [works]?  By no means.  For these most 
earnest statements and threats of Scripture are to be diligently and earnestly impressed on 
men: Rom. 8:13 (If you live according to the flesh, you shall die); Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:5 (They that 
do such things shall not possess the kingdom of God); 1 John 3:14 (He that does not love 
remains in death).  When David therefore took a [married] woman he was surely neither just 
nor saved in the sight of God, and that not for his reason, that something else and more is 
necessary for justification and salvation besides Christ apprehended by faith (for righteousness 
and salvation must be present first, before good and God-pleasing works can be done, or, as 
Scripture says, a tree must first be good, before it can bear good fruits, Matt. 7:18) but because 
good fruits necessarily follow where true faith, righteousness, and salvation are present.  
Therefore, where no good fruits are brought forth, it is a very sure sign that no true faith is 
present there, but that righteousness and salvation have been lost.  1 Tim. 5:8; 2 Pet. 1:9; 1 John 
3:6. 

From these words we see that we are justified by faith alone.  And yet, faith is never 
alone.  One the right hand is good works which flow from it.  On the left, repentance which 
confesses sin incompatible with it.  Praise God who grants us eternal life by faith alone.        
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SR-LYF     JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                              Grades 6-8    

SKI TRIP-GALENA, IL  
Saturday-Monday,   February 18-20 

 

Twenty-Five youth and adults have already made the 
commitment to attend.  There is a very limited amount 
of space for those wishing to attend who have not 
already made a commitment. Contact Deacon 
immediately. Those who have made a commitment will 
receive final details about two weeks before everyone 
leaves for Galena.  
 

 
 

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

BUMPER BOWLING 
Saturday, March 18           

2:00 – 4:00 PM 
Little Lambs, Kids For Christ, (and JR-LYF member 
siblings) are invited to Gladstone Bowl on Saturday, 
March 18 from 2-4 PM.  Bring $3 per bowler to cover 
your cost.  Moms and Dads…please bowl too!  We have 
FOUR lanes reserved for this fun outing.  PLEASE SIGN-
UP ON THE POSTER IN THE FELLOWSHIP COMMONS! 

 
 

 

FUNDRAISING 

FOR 

LCMS SE-LVR  
 

Please come out to support our youth who 
will be attending the June 15-23 LCMS 
Servant Event taking place at Lutheran 
Valley Retreat in the Rocky Mountains of 
Central Colorado by enjoying food and 
fellowship at the two Lenten Dinners 
mentioned below!  Your free-will offerings 
will be greatly appreciated! 
 
WE  03-01   Ash Wednesday Meal    5:45 PM 
  
WE  03-15           Lenten Dinner      5:45 PM 
 
 

       

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


Thrivent Choice – Now is the Time to 

Participate! 

Thrivent Choice – (from the Thrivent website) 

Giving back makes an important impact in people's lives. Last year alone, Thrivent Financial provided more 

than $100 million to help congregations, communities and individuals in need. Members who own Thrivent 

Financial products help make this support possible. 

Thrivent Choice lets you recommend where some of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go by 

directing Choice Dollars
SM

 and by participating in Voting Events. See program details. 

Use your MyThrivent user ID and password to log in and get started. If you aren't signed up yet, register now to 

participate in Choice Dollars
SM

 and Voting Events. 

How are Choice Dollars Determined? 

Eligible members are designated Choice Dollars 

based on their:  

 Insurance premiums; 

 Contract values; 

 And Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership. 

 

 

How Do I Direct My Designated Choice Dollars? 

Choose from Lutheran organizations nationwide, 

including your local congregation. It's easy! 

1. Search for your preferred organization(s). 

2. Direct Choice Dollars online now or call 800-

THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and state 

"Thrivent Choice." 

 

 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
It’s even easier than the top half of this page makes it out to be! 
 

For as long as AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans)  LB  (Lutheran Brotherhood) and now 
Thrivent Financial have been in existence, charitable “giving back” has played a big part in the 
way they do their business.  The way or the delivery of the “giving back” is what seems to 
change every few years. Right now the program is called Thrivent Choice. 
 

If you have Thrivent products, your participation is already generating dollars that are eligible 
to be “given back”.  Since last April, Christ Lutheran Church’s Board of Directors have 
designated that our Christ Lutheran Pre-K, Christ Lutheran Youth, and CLC Hillcrest Fund are 
to be the recipients of Thrivent Choice Dollars.   
 

When you go online to designate your preferred organization to receive what your Thrivent 
products are generating, be sure to identify “Christ Lutheran Church-Platte Woods”.  That is 
the way our Pre-K, Youth, and Hillcrest Fund will receive a benefit.  Contact Deacon with any 
questions that you may have about this program. 

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/program/index.html
http://myservice.thrivent.com/portal/mythrivent
https://service.thrivent.com/apps/MbrEnrollment/registerAccessInfoInit.do
https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
https://choice.thrivent.com/cp/choice_search.aspx


What is up with those “Gesima” Sundays (Feb 12, 19, 26)? 
 

In the course of the Church Year we have two great periods of preparation, Advent and Lent.  Advent is 

longingly joyful, Lent is penitential and serious.  The time of preparation for Easter is longer than that of 

Christmas, for Easter is the focal point around which the Church Year revolves.  When Lent makes its 

appearance on Ash Wednesday (March 1
st
) the time of “serious penitence” will begin. 

 For many years the Church accomplished the preparation for Easter with three important phases: Pre-

Lent, Lent, and Passion.  Over time, the “Pre-Lent” (the Gesima Sundays) season was replaced with a longer 

Epiphany Season.  Epiphany (which means appearing) began on January 6
th

 and extends all the way to Ash 

Wednesday.  Yet, the Historic Lectionary (which we use) encourages the church to continue to use the “Pre-

Lent” Gesima Sundays to prepare the congregation for the more penitential Lenten Season. 

 The three Sundays of Pre-Lent introduce the period of penitence; the Sundays of Lent are strictly a time 

for penitence and examination.  The names of the three Pre-Lenten Sundays relate to Easter (Septuagesima, 

Sexagesima, Quinquagesima) and how many days are left until the Resurrection of our Lord.  From Ash 

Wednesday to Easter is forty-six days, but the six Sundays are not counted, so we have forty days. 

 The three Sundays preparing for Lent are not to be considered a “little bridge” to span the marked break 

between the Epiphany Season and Lent.  Rather, they are a prelude to the “whole” Easter cycle, a recruiting 

period for the Kingdom of God.  Fred H. Lindeman in his series The Sermon and the Propers (vol. II) calls Pre-

Lent “a time of propaganda in which God calls for enlistments.  For two and one-half weeks the Church enlists 

workers from within and without.”  Perhaps this could be considered a good reason to go back to this “Historic” 

practice with readings that focus on reaching the hearts of men. 

 Christ’s will is that all possible and appropriate means be employed to spread the teachings of Jesus our 

Savior.  Pre-Lent is only one such “season” to take the opportunity to invite someone to Church and to hear 

God’s Word.  Of course, while we do the inviting, success depends on the grace of God.  By and of ourselves 

we cannot persuade a single person, for “no man can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him” 

(John 6:44).  Our task is to invite – the “success” will be left to God. 

 Lindeman notes that Septuagesima brings us an invitation to become laborers in God’s vineyard; 

Sexagesima presents the task we are to perform; and Quinquagesima states the purpose of our activity.  My 

hope is that “Pre-Lent” brings us the strength and fervor to share God’s Word and to invite someone new to 

Church.  Consider finding one, maybe two maybe ten people in your life to bring to Church with you when you 

come on Sunday morning or Wednesday evening.  Perhaps the Gospel readings during February’s Pre-Lenten 

time will help inspire you.  May God richly bless you and keep you as we make our way toward our Lord’s 

blessed death for our life on Good Friday and marvelous Resurrection which shows how we have been raised 

from the dead in Christ as well. 

******************************************************************* 

EMAIL 

If you would like to receive information from the church office regarding happenings at Christ Lutheran, 

please let us know and send your email to christlc@christlc.com.  We will include you on the email list 

and you will receive an occasional email with pertinent information.  This includes those who have 

died/funeral arrangements, special service times/schedule changes, info about upcoming events, etc.  Your 

address does not show up in on other people’s email.  The emails will come directly from the church 

office, so won’t include any ads or sales pitches.  This is a great way to be connected and stay up to date 

with happenings within our Parish family. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 
 

Enrollment has begun for the 2017-2018 School Year. We continue to attempt to improve our 
product by offering more classes and opportunities that fit the needs of our student body.  
Please contact the school if you are interested in enrolling your child, or would just like more 
information or a chance to tour the building. 

mailto:christlc@christlc.com
http://www.lhskc.com/


2017 Anniversaries… 

Reformation – 500 Years 

Christ Lutheran – 60 Years 
Mark your calendars now…   We have a few Anniversaries Events in the works for October. 

 Each Sunday of the month of October will have its own Anniversaries theme. 

 Sunday, October 15th – the Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan, President of the Missouri District, will be 
preaching.  Look for other special guests during the month as well. 

 ALSO, on Sunday, October 15th @ 7 p.m. – A special Reformation Lessons and Carols at the 
Kaufman Center of Performing Arts hosted by the Kansas City Area LCMS congregations.  Look 
for more details and ticket information in the months to come. 

 A REFORMATION WALK… performed by members of our youth.  Participants will experience 
just a few of the sights, sounds, and tastes of the Reformation.  A bratwurst-fest along with 
other German foods made popular in the motherland will tantalize the taste buds. 

 More ideas are in the works…. Stay tuned for more details.  

Anniversaries Committee: 

Diane MacPherson 

Bob Keller 

John Groth 

Brenda Johnson 

Katie Goodwin 

Becki Graham 

Barb Chastain 

John Ramos 

 

******************************************************************* 

Martin Luther Academy 
Martin Luther Academy 2017-2018 Kindergarten Round UP will be 
Thursday, February 9.  This event is for undecided and enrolled 17-18 
Kindergarten students.  Bring your child and participate in classroom 
activities, meet the teacher, and tour the facility. Please contact Lisa 
Martens if you have any questions.  (816)734-1060. 
 

MLA Annual Auction: 
The 2017 Martin Luther Academy 13th Annual Auction and Dinner is Saturday, March 4, 
beginning at 4:30.  The MC’s for the evening are Pastor Frank Greene and Pastor Calvin 
Kapels.  Please plan to attend this fun benefit event, which helps to provide valuable 
programs for our school and to keep tuition affordable.  Individual tickets are $35.  Table 
sponsorships are also available.    
Donations are also needed for items for both the silent and live auctions.  Please consider 
donating or procuring items for the auction.   Additionally, you can also place an 
advertisement in our auction catalog to promote your business or your MLA student.   
Ticket sales and Procurement and Catalog Ad forms will be available at church beginning on 
January 15.  Thank you for your support of MLA.  Questions?  Please contact the auction 
committee members: Susan Deatherage (816-896-2938), Barb Ewert (816-679-2291), or Liz 
Wollberg (816-304-1420) 



Discipleship Data 
Accessions Baptized: 

Adeline Lucia Froiland, daughter of Pr. and Sara Froiland, January 1, 2017 

 

Deletions: 

Carolyn Hogan – transfer to Holy Cross, KC, MO 

Keith Oberhelman – removed by self-exclusion 

Matthew Wilson – removed by self-exclusion 

Elizabeth King – removed by self-exclusion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Action Team 
FEBRUARY 5 during fellowship time The Action Team will be serving a HEART HEALTHY BREAKFAST. 

This breakfast serves two purposes: 1) to nourish and educate others, and 2) accept donations to support our 

blanket project.  

 

"Nearly half of all American adults have some form of 

cardiovascular disease, 48 percent of women and 46 percent 

of men. Heart disease is the No. 1 cause of death in the world 

and the leading cause of death in the United States, killing 

over 375,000 Americans a year." 

 

Another Action Team: February 14 VOICES (the top vocal 

choir at Park Hill High School) will deliver song and a roses 

to prepaid sales participants. A Terrific Valentine gift idea. 

Thrivent Action Team provides the roses for this fund raiser. 

Call Rachel Almstedt to purchase your gift now. 

 

Thank you for your interest and support of THE ACTION 

TEAM! Remember, YOU can support a cause near and dear 

to your heart by applying for an Action Team.  



 

Lent Meditations on the Lord’s Supper 
Having just received our Lord’s body and blood in and under the bread and the wine in His Supper, we pray 

in the liturgy, “We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us with this salutary gift.” Each 

week during this Lenten season, we will explore one of the several different images and metaphors used by 

Holy Scripture to highlight the blessings of the Lord’s Supper, many of which are reflected in our hymns. 

The goal of this series is to set before our eyes the many blessings and benefits of the Lord’s Supper, chief 

among which is the forgiveness of sins. Our hymns help us in this regard by making connections that we might 

not otherwise make. They draw upon the themes of Holy Scripture and teach us to appreciate the full range of 

blessings that are present when the faithful are gathered around the life-giving, nourishing, and salutary gift. 

 

March 1st Ash Wednesday “Life-Giving Fruit” – Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–24  

March 8th – Midweek 1 “Bread from Heaven” – Exodus 16:1–12; John 6:27–34, 48–51 

March 15th – Midweek 2 “Healing Medicine” – Luke 10:25–37 

March 22nd – Midweek 3 “Blest Communion” – 1 Corinthians 10:14–22 

March 29th – Midweek 4  “Rest for the Weary” – Exodus 31:12–18; Matthew 11:28–12:8 

April 5th – Midweek 5  “Nuptial Feast” – Matthew 22:1–14 

April 13th – Holy Thursday  “Covenant Meal” 

April 14th – Good Friday  “Sacrificial Banquet” 

April 15th – Easter Vigil  

April 16th – Easter  “Feast of Victory” – Acts 10:34–43; Colossians 3:1–4; Matthew 28:1–10 

 

****************************************** 

CLC ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE  
SEEKING PHOTOS 

The CLC Anniversary committee is looking for any photos or church 
items to share for our Anniversaries celebration in October.  We would 
like to display items and use pictures for a slide show in October.  Please 
email photos to Barb Chastain at bdchastain1@gmail.com or give them 
to Barb Chastain to scan (phone #816/520-7207).  You may also leave 
them in the “Anniversary Committee” box by the pop machine.    

mailto:bdchastain1@gmail.com


 

OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 

 
 

Valentine Party  

February 17
th
 – Friday 

1:30 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plus – Packing of Care Packages for 

College Students. 

 

Please join us for some Christian 

Fellowship! 

 

Howard Gibson, OASIS Director 

 

 



Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Are We Headed for Six More Weeks of Winter? 

On February 2 in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania television crews will be 

broadcasting the weather, based on the actions of a furry rodent.  If the 

day is bright and sunny, he’ll see his shadow and will want to burrow 

back into his warm, cozy retreat and we’ll have six more weeks of winter.  

If, however, he emerges from his burrow and fails to see a shadow, winter 

will soon end.  My thought is, with the numerous camera lights shining on 

him, isn’t seeing his shadow a promising reality?     

Notwithstanding my skepticism of his meteorological capabilities, there 

are groups that have tracked the accuracy of his prediction over the years.  

Depending on what group’s analysis you believe, anywhere from 37 to 90 

percent of the time he’s predicted correctly!  So are you hoping he sees 

his shadow or are you hoping he wants to stay out of his burrow, enjoying the cloud cover as he romps 

around? 

Mark 1:21-28 shares with us the amazement people in Capernaum had one day when gathered in the 

synagogue on the Sabbath.  Christ was in the middle of teaching a lesson when a disturbance erupted, a 

commotion that probably resulted in people being annoyed.  Their thoughts were probably something 

like ones we have when we are captivated by an event and the phone rings or a child makes a request at 

the most inopportune time.  I can imagine them thinking these thoughts to themselves, or maybe 

murmuring them to the person standing next to them, “Oh my, there goes so and so again!”  “Why did 

his mother let him out of the house, today of all days?”  “He must have forgotten to take his medicine!”  

“I wonder how our eloquent speaker is going to handle this outburst.”   

And as they were carrying on these conversations, Christ sternly directed this comment to the evil spirit 

living inside the man, “Be quiet, and come out of him!”    And the evil spirit immediately complied.  

Those gathered were amazed and asked each other, “Who is this that can give orders to evil spirits, and 

they obey him?” 

Shortly the news of Punxsutawney Phil’s weather prediction will be carried on all news outlets. It will 

be discussed briefly at work or in classrooms, analyzed by scientists or groundhog groupies, but 

quickly dismissed when the daffodils and tulips emerge and the snow shovels are stowed away for 

another year.  However, the news about the miracle Christ performed in a city along the northern edge 

of the Sea of Galilee continues today.  We are still amazed by His teaching, His life, and most 

importantly, His resurrection from the dead.    

Only God can predict with 100 percent accuracy what the future weather patterns will be.  Only God 

can answer our prayers.   What a privilege and honor it is to worship Him as our Lord and Savior and 

to daily share God’s love with the Pre-K families.   

God’s peace, 

Jane Limback, Director  

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 816-741-8031   FAX  816-741-0455  christpk@christlc.com; 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten; www.christlc.net 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten
http://www.christlc.net/


 

 
 

 

2/1 Robbin Lundquist 

2/2 Janet Corbett 

 LaVerne Lutte 

 Cassidy Heiss 

2/3 Rick Lietzau 

2/5  Clifford Trager 

 Shannon Lawrence 

 Rob Bayless 

 Mallory Trager 

 Jolie Graham 

2/6 Marcella Zele 

 Carol Houghtlin 

 Peter van der Linde 

 Brian Mann 

2/7 Jacqueline Lewis 

 Jaclyn Kuhn 

 Katie Eberth 

 Shannon Thomas 

 Jillian Cox-Fursa 

2/8 Luann Nielsen 

 Linda Reinhardt 

 Colt Wasko 

2/9 Geneva Campbell 

 Krystal Schelp 

 Jill Van Winkle 

 Allison Schach 

2/10 Bert Haerther 

 Keith Lingle 

 Nathan Sittig 

2/11 Laurel Eggerstedt 

 Beverly Bicsak 

 Chattan Goodson 

2/12 Shirley Manlove 

2/13 Joan Ryan 

 Becky Fritts 

 Teresa Grace 

 Kelly Heinen 

2/15 Robert Keller 

 Bryna Lietzau 

 Arianna Sanders 

2/16 Rozanne Kaminski 

 Steve Foutch 

2/17 Ilene Behnke 

 Kathleen Goodwin 

2/18 Ron Schach 

 Ryan Lingle 

 Philip Jobe 

 Mariah Penn 

 Kayla Stites 

 August Jones 

2/19 Rick Hopkins 

 Andrew Schach 

2/20 Pat Schroer 

2/21 Lindsey Johnson 

2/22 Deborah Fischer 

 D.J. Dammann 

 Jett Pederson 

2/23 Greg Fritts 

 Emily Kraft 

 Austin Hall 

 Avery Penn 

2/24 Janet Sittig 

 Alexander Emery 

2/25 Denice Lackey 

 Jana Graf 

 Kaleb Stites 

2/26 Vonnie Niederwimmer 

 Karen Smith 

 Rebecca Levetzow 

 Daiton Van Winkle 

2/27 Kelly Henrichs 

2/28 JoAnne Burnside 

 Tom Chastain 

 Frank Fischer II 

 Lee Ketelsen 

2/29 Harvey Renft 

 
******************************************************************* 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Rachel Buchholz, for donating three new IKEA high chairs to be available 
for Parish Dinners and other functions. 
Orchids to our tireless workers around the church, Herb Steffens and Lowell Smith, who have 

been working long hours at the church and parsonage fixing and installing. Thank you. 
Orchids to the many of you who supported the annual Trivia Night Fun’Raiser for our youth 
trip…by attending and playing…and for the many donations that came in after the event! 

 



 

We get letters…… 
 

Dear Parish Family, 

On behalf of my whole family, thanks to all of you for your many kind words, 

cards, and gifts this past Christmas season.  I am appreciative and humbled to 

be a part of this parish.  Your support has been so wonderful for so long.  

Blessings to all for a wonderful 2017.  Deacon Buchholz  
 

Christ-Parish Family, 

Thank you for the cookies, mug and gift card!  The cookies didn’t last an hour.  They 

were delicious!  I’m enjoying being part of the ministry at Christ.  Blessings, Megan 

Homan 
 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for remembering me with the Christmas gift of cookies, gift card, and 

Reformation mug.  I am enjoying all of them, just as I enjoy being part of your ministry to 

the children in Pre-Kindergarten.  Blessings to all of you in 2017!  Mary Buchholz 
 

Thank you to the Pastors and all my fellow Christians for prayers and calls and concerns 

for me.  I am truly blessed.  Love to all, Eileen Sprouls 
 

Thank you to Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, Eunice, and our Christ Lutheran Church 

family for your prayers, cards, and memorials at the sudden death of my sister Velma 

Lovelady.  God’s blessings to you all – Alice Caspers 
 

Thanks, everybody, for the gift card.  I truly appreciate it.  May God bless your reading 

of His word, your worship of Him, and your prayers to Him in 2017.  Carolyn Enyeart 
 

Thank you very much for the cookie plate that was delivered to me.  The cookies were 

enjoyed by me and several others.  They went fast!   Thanks again, Gen Stark 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 

Hillcrest Platte County would like to thank you for partnering with us in providing 

transitional housing to homeless families.  The role you play in nurturing, counseling 

and funding is critical to the success of the program!  Our staff is excited about what 

God is doing through Hillcrest and look forward to what he has in store for the future!  

Thank you for your recent donation of $1250.  We thank you for walking alongside us in 

this important mission.  Sincerely, Donice Mahan   Exec. Dir., Hillcrest Platte County 
 

Dear Parish-family, 

We are so grateful for the many Christmas cards and gifts over this past Christmas 

season.  Thank you especially also for the very generous check in addition! We 

appreciated your prayers and thoughtfulness as we welcomed our new daughter home 

during that time as well.    In Christ,  Pastor Froiland, Sara, Joseph, Lydia, Isaac, 

Emmalynn, and Adeline 
 

Christ Lutheran is partnering with the Oromo congregation regarding sponsorship of 

Pastor Abdi R1 Visa. They want to express all of their appreciation and love to Christ 

Lutheran. Here is a note from one of their elders:    Thank you Pastor Arnold may our 

Almighty God bless you abundantly.  Really, I don't have a word to express what in my 



heart. We are one together in Christ body. Please pass our happiness to your 

congregation & leaders. Bless you, Aklilu Becha 

October of 2017 MILESTONE Anniversaries 
+ Christ Lutheran – 60 Years + 

+ The Reformation – 500 Years + 
 

This is it! We have celebrated the gift of another new year: 2017.  And in October of this 
year we celebrate 2 great anniversaries for our parish-family at Christ Lutheran Church in 
Platte Woods: 500 years The Reformation begun and 60 years Christ Lutheran Church 

established! Plans are coming together to make this 
October one to remember for years to come!      
As that time draws near, many of you have already 
joined in the celebration.  Your faithful generosity 
during this previous year has yielded much toward 
our goal.  Yet, in 2017, we especially press on.  God 
has blessed us with a beautiful place to carry out 
His most needed work (baptizing, preaching, 
teaching) in this corner of the vineyard and it is our 
joy to care for it … 
Accomplished and completed past projects such as: 

 A new flat roof – est. $70,000  

 Tuck-pointing the entire exterior of the 

church -- $47,404  

 Church parking lot -- $51,791  

 New windows at the 72nd Street parsonage 

as well as the Camden Ave. house -- $19,559  

 Carpet at the Camden Ave. house and the 

Maple Ln. house – $8,884   

And future projects yet to be done:  

 Resolve drainage issues on East side of the 

church 

 Various flooring, ceiling and finish repairs 

throughout the church   

 Various HVAC units at both the church and 

houses  

 Other smaller projects to update the Pre-K and other areas downstairs   

have left us in a significant amount of debt.  These are the reasons we continue our Capital 
Campaign celebrating our 2 ANNIVERSARIES this year.  We have a total goal of $250,000 
by the end of it.  The chart here maps our current progress. 
As you can see, we have come a good and encouraging way toward our goal.  But there is 
still a great way to go.  Will you contribute to the effort? Will you be a part of the 



Reformation and Christ Lutheran Church’s history in the making? God bless your 
continued faithful giving in Him!    
 

A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Matthew 25:21 
We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves us is never alone. That is because faith is a living, 
busy, and active thing. It inhales all of God’s riches in Christ and exhales this in love and service to the 
neighbor. 
 
But who is my neighbor? God in His mercy has placed us into three distinct communities: society, 
family, and the church. That means we have a duty to those around us in each of these communities. We 
pray for the people in these three communities daily. We rejoice with them in times of joy and suffer with 
them in times of sadness. And we give to them from the income that God provides as we are able and as 
they have need. 
 
So we pay taxes to our governments so that they may do the work that is needed for our neighbors in 
society. We give to our families so that they have food and clothing, house and home, even educations. 
And we give to our church—our local congregations—so that the gospel may be preached and the 
sacraments administered for us and others.  
 
The beauty of this is that God smiles upon all that giving. When you pay your taxes, God is pleased that you 
have served your neighbor who needs what the government provides. When you provide for your family, 
God is pleased. That you have helped your neighbor with the necessities of life by sharing with them what 
He has given to you, God is pleased.  And when you give to your local congregation to support the ongoing 
preaching of the gospel, God is pleased. To all this giving, He says to you, “Well done, my good and 
faithful servant.” 
 
Looking at giving in this light makes it a joy to give. The joy is multiplied. There is joy in you because 
you have served your neighbor in his need. There is joy in your neighbor for God has answered their 
prayers through you. And God rejoices and is pleased with it all. It might just make the humdrum of grocery 
shopping and mortgage payments a bit more joyous. It might even make April 15 tolerable (St. Paul had to 
have this pep talk with the Romans, also, “This is why you pay taxes….” Rom. 13:6). And it surely will make 
the envelope placed into the offering plate a joyful thing.  
 
Indeed God is pleased with you. You are saved by faith alone because of Jesus Christ. And that saving faith 
is never alone. It is busy and active. It serves the neighbor in society, family, and church with free and 
cheerful giving.  

February Acolytes 
    8:00am    10:45am  
October   Grayson Spidle   Joseph Ramos, Jacob Baker 
         Jackson Foutch, Daniel Brinkmeyer 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

 
Jacob Baker 10:45am  
Forrest Boynton 10:45am  
Daniel Brinkmeyer 10:45am  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Chadron Cummins  8am  
Joey Ferguson 10:45am  

Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Connor Henry 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  



Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am 913-742-8357 

Jackson Winfrey 10:45am  
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am  

 



Christ Lutheran – February 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS 

2 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm – Elders 

3 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

4 

10:30am -  
Altar Guild 
Mtg. with 
Brunch 

5     8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
     Georgia Witt at Bible Study 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

6 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

7 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

8 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

9 

6:30pm - Bells 
10 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
  
  

11 

12   8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2pm - Callers for Christ 
7pm - Centralized Committee Meetings 

13 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

14 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

15 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS 

16 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Board of 
Directors 

17  6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - 
Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 
1:30pm - OASIS 
Valentine Party 

18  

19   8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship  

20 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

21 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

22 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

23 

6:30pm - Bells 
9am - Pastors 
Circuit Mtg. @ 
Trinity, Kearney 

24 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

25 

26   8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 

27 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

28 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
2pm - Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 
7:30pm - Choir 

        

LYF Ski Trip 

LYF Ski Trip to Galena, IL 
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Acolytes:  8am – Grayson Spidle    
10:45am – 5th: Joseph Ramos, Jacob Baker,  12th: Jackson Foutch  
  19th:      26th: Daniel Brinkmeyer, Joseph Ramos 
 
Head Ushers:   8am – Jim Fredericks  10:45am – Bob Keller 

Ushers:  8am – Don Rea, Kevin Smith  10:45am – Blake Faller, James Keller 
 
 
Elder In Charge:  8am:  Faller  10:45am: Schach 

Wednesdays: 1st – Schach; 8th – Scroggins; 17th – Watson; 22nd – Lewis  

 

Greeters:   8am – 10:45am –  
 

Counters:   
  

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   2/1  Oswald/Schneider     Truetken 

   2/4  10:30am – Altar Guild Meeting/Lunch 

   2/5  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   2/8  Vincenti/Schneider     Faller 

   2/12  Degnan/Durham/Moore    Faller 

2/15  Gehrke/Moore      Truetken 

2/19  Duff/Howard/Stavenau     Truetken 

2/22  Lewis/Goodwin      

   2/26  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller    
  

 Launder and Steam Cassocks and Acolyte Robes - Durham 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Cottas – Heermann 

 Launder and Steam & Pastors’ Surplices – Vincenti     
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The following is a list of speakers/events celebrating the 500
th

 anniversary of the Reformation, taking 

place at Concordia University, Seward, NE.  For more information, go to: reformation.cune.edu.  Below 

are listed the dates, events, venue, and times of these events. 

 

Feb. 19, 2017 Music/Art Collaboration Recital by Grimpo/Robson Music Center Recital Hall 3:00 PM 
 

Feb. 20, 2017 Guest Lecture by Dr. Amy Burnett Early Reformation Tradition/Women: “The Reformation 

and Women’s Place in the Sixteenth Century.” Weller Chapel 7:00 PM 

Feb. 24, 2017 Reformation Sing-along  Bottle Rocket Brewery 7:00 PM 
 

Mar. 13, 2017 Presentation by Dr. Louis J. Reith 

An Unknown Reformation Prince – Duke Christoph of Württemberg TLEC Room 111 3:30 PM 
 

Mar. 17, 2017 Wind Ensemble Concert St. John Lutheran Church 7:00 PM 
 

Mar. 20, 2017 Guest Lecture by Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz – Lutheran Hour Speaker 

Reformation Mission Weller Chapel  7:00 PM 
 

Mar. 21, 2017 Guest Chapel Speaker – Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz – Lutheran Hour Speaker  Weller 11:00 AM 

Mar. 22, 2017 Dr. Russel Moulds – A CUNE Reformation 500 Table Talk TLEC Room 111 TBA 

Apr.    2, 2017 A Cappella Concert St. John Lutheran Church 7:00 PM 
 

Apr.    3, 2017 Guest Lecture by Cameron Anderson Christians in the Visual Arts Weller Chapel 7:00 PM 

Apr. 11, 2017 Symphonic Band Concert St. John Lutheran Church 7:00 PM 
 

Apr. 18, 2017 Drama Presentation – 3 Vignettes on the Life of Katy Luther TLEC Auditorium  7:30 PM 
 

Apr. 23, 2017 Male Chorus/Women’s Chorale Concert   4:00 PM 
 

Apr. 25, 2017 Handbell Concert Music Center Recital Hall 7:00 PM 
 

Aug. 21, 2017 Science Department: Total Solar Eclipse, Dr. Brent Royuk   TBA  
 

Aug. 28, 2017 Guest Lecture by Rev. Dr. Chuck Arand   Creation Weller Chapel 7:00 PM 
 

Sep. 2017 Student Scavenger Hunt – 8 weeks – Chaplain Matthias     
 

Sep. 11, 2017 Guest Lecture by Dr. Michael Rodewald 
 

God’s Word/Missions and the Reformation Weller Chapel 7:00 PM 
 

Sep. 17, 2017 Reformation Hymn Festival     Organist: Dr. Jeffrey Blersch, Narration: Rev. Jon Vieker 

A Cappella Choir / Dr. Kurt von Kampen: Conductor St. John Lutheran Church 3:00 PM 
 

Sep. 18, 2017 Guest Lecture by Rev. Dr. Jon Vieker   Hymnody and the Reformation Weller Chapel 7:00 PM 

Oct. 1, 2017 Music Department Presentation: Dr. Joe Herl Music Center Recital Hall    3:00 PM 
 

Oct. 13, 2017 Reformation Sing-along  Bottle Rocket Brewery 7:00-9:00 PM 
 

Oct. 2017 5K LutherRun/Walk  TBA TBA  
 

Oct. 24 – Nov. 4 The Cradle of the Reformation Tour, a 12-day Germany and Austria tour led by Pastor 

Bryan Drebes ’97 and other Concordia Alumni.    
 

Oct. 29, 2017 Student Reformation Art Exhibit Walz Lobby 2:30 PM 

  Reformation Worship Service: Rev. Dr. Timothy Saleska Walz Arena 3:30 PM 

  Germanfest Dinner Walk Field House 5:00-6:30 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 


