
 

 

The scenes of Lent are familiar. The Upper Room, the Garden of Gethsemane, the halls of Pontius 

Pilate, and the hill of Golgotha—these are the places we remember when we meditate on our Lord’s 

Passion. Yet when Jesus enters a place, He never leaves it as He found it. The most troubling places in 

our lives become the most amazing places of God’s grace when Jesus visits them.  

For this reason, in our midweek Lenten series, we will read and contemplate Luke’s account of our 

Lord’s Passion. Each week, we will read a different section of the story; and each week, Luke will take 

us to a different place, the places of the Passion.  

Our focus, however, will not be on these physical places. Instead, we will gaze in wonder on the 

spiritual work that our Lord does there. Jesus will share His strength in our times of weakness. He will 

fill us with His praise in the midst of our sorrow. Week after week, we will enter the places of the 

Passion only to discover our Lord. . . waiting for us . . . willing to share with us a love that was set in 

place before the foundations of the world. 

Plan to attend our Lenten Midweek Services this year – 10 A.M. or 7 P.M.  A dessert will follow the 

morning Service and a meal will precede the evening Service.  Prepare to enter into these places of 

devotion, for there, your Lord will meet you, sharing with you His wondrous love that saves a fallen 

world. 
 

In His Service, 

 

 

Pastor Arnold 
 

    Midweek Lent & Holy Week Schedule 

February 10
th

 – Ash Wednesday: “A Place at the Table for You” (Luke 22:1–13) 

February 17
th

: “The Upper Room: A Place of Service” (Luke 22:14–38) 

February 24
th

: “Gethsemane: A Place of Strength” (Luke 22:39–46) 

March 2
nd

: “The Betrayal: A Place of Eternal Love” (Luke 22:47–53) 

March 9
th

: “The Courtyard: A Place of Renewal” (Luke 22:54–62) 

March 16
th

: “The Trial: A Place of God’s Will” (Luke 22:63–23:25) 

Maundy Thursday: “The Last Supper: A Place of Forgiveness” (Luke 22:7–23) 

Good Friday: “Golgotha: A Place of Simple Love” (Luke 23:44–49) 

Easter Vigil – Saturday @ 7p.m. “The Light of Christ” 

Easter: “The Empty Tomb: A Place of Remembering” (Luke 24:1–11) 
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Love Actually 
 Valentine’s Day falls this month on Sunday, February 14th.  It’s a day when people express 
romantic love through cards and gifts.  But in our culture, there has been much confusion (to say the 
least) on just what love and her epitome marriage actually are… 
 

 Keeping up with the marriage debate, if there still is one, seems almost impossible.  We are 
living in compressed times, when a day seems like a year, and a year a century.  How long ago it 
seems that our culture defined marriage as 1 man and 1 woman! The world is so different now.  
Today, young people can hardly imagine a time when homosexual behavior was called sodomy, and 
same-sex marriage was not only illegal, but unthinkable.  Now the tables have turned: Christians must 
defend the biblical teachings on marriage and sexuality against the American culture.  We must 
demonstrate that God’s marriage mandate is actually good for people because this very word of God 
reflects His good creation and is the basis for it.  Marriage matters and promoting God’s institution of 
the 1 man 1 woman union is an act of love, as well as a confession of the God who loves us in Christ, 
our Bridegroom. 
 

 Indeed, the time for silence is over.  Now we must find our voice and begin to speak the truth of 
marriage to our friends, families, and neighbors.  We must support those who take a public stand.  For 
too long we have simply taken marriage for granted.  We know instinctively that it matters, but we’ve 
forgotten how to speak about it.  Perhaps, without even realizing it, we have bought into the thinking 
of the secularism that surrounds us.   
 

But we must not lose hope… 
 

We need to open our Bibles and rediscover the role that marriage plays throughout the 
Scriptures, from beginning to end.  Then we need to show that our biblical faith is grounded in the 
reality of creation.  For biblical marriage is not some abstract argument, but a fight for the goodness of 
our Creator and the care of our children.  It may get worse before it gets better.  We will pay the price 
for our conviction, as many Christians already have through fines, loss of jobs, being run out of 
business, or even jailed.  But the greater cost we cannot afford is to be silent.  We must not be ashamed 
of the God of our creation, and ashamed of Jesus who taught that marriage is between 1 man and 1 
woman—the very Lord who offered His life as the dowry of our salvation.   

 

When we stand for true marriage, we honor God as our creator, the one who made us male and 
female, and we celebrate the gift of life which comes from the one flesh union.  Even more, when we 
honor marriage as God intended, we offer a witness to Christ as Bridegroom who laid down His life 
for the church and who promises us a seat at the wedding banquet.  Marriage is hardly incidental to 
our lives as Christians, but it is the source of our life and new life.  Now is not the time to back down, 
but to stand up, speak up, and be proud, saying that our God is good.  Marriage points us to Christ, 
who “loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by 
the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.” (Eph. 5:25-27) 
Christ is with us.  There is no need to be silent.  Sing the praises of the Bridegroom who gave His life 
for you.                    
        
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
 
Pastor Froiland 

 



 

 
 

2/1 Robbin Lundquist 

2/2 Janet Corbett 

 La Verne Lutte 

 Cassidy Heiss 

2/3 Rick Lietzau 

2/5 Clifford Trager 

 Shannon Lawrence 

 Robby Bayless 

 Mallory Trager 

 Jolie Graham 

2/6 Marcella Zele 

 Carol Houghtlin 

 Peter van der Linde 

 Brian Mann 

2/7 Jacqueline Lewis 

 Jaclyn Kuhn 

 Katie Eberth 

 Shannon Thomas 

 Jillian Cox-Fursa 

2/8 Luann Nielsen 

 Linda Reinhardt 

2/9 Geneva Campbell 

 Krystal Schelp 

 Jill Van Winkle 

 Allison Schach 

2/10 Herb Ketelsen -100!  

 Bert Haerther 

 Keith Lingle 

 Nathan Sittig 

2/11 Laurel Eggerstedt 

 Beverly Bicsak 

 Chattan Goodson 

2/12 Shirley Manlove 

 Diane Ansier 

2/13 Joan Ryan 

 Becky Fritts 

 Teresa Grace 

 Kelly Heinen 

2/15 Robert Keller 

 Bryna Lietzau 

 Ariana Sanders 

2/16 Rozanne Kaminski 

 Steve Foutch 

2/17 Ilene Behnke 

 Kathleen Goodwin 

2/18 Rolland Schach 

 Ryan Lingle 

 Philip Jobe 

 Mariah Penn 

 Kayla Stites 

 August Jones 

2/19 Rick Hopkins 

 Andrew Schach 

2/20 Pat Schroer 

2/21 Lindsey Johnson 

2/22 Deborah Fisher 

 D.J. Dammann 

 Jett Pedersen 

2/23 Greg Fritts 

 Emily Kraft 

 Austin Hall 

 Avery Penn 

2/24 Janet Sittig 

 Alexander Emery 

2/25 Denice Lackey 

 Jana Graf 

 Kaleb Stites 

2/26 William Musil 

 Vonnie Niederwimmer 

 Karen Smith 

 Rebecca Levetzow 

 Daiton Van Winkle 

2/27 Kelly Henrichs 

2/28 JoAnne Burnside 

 Tom Chastain 

 Frank Fisher II 

 Lee Ketelsen 

2/29 Harvey Renft 

 
*************************************************************************** 

 

Join us for a 100
th

 birthday 

recognition for Herb Ketelsen on 

February 7 before Sunday School 

and Bible Class (9:30am).  Herb is a 

charter member of Christ Lutheran. 
 

 

 



 

 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions Baptized: 

Teyo Esteban Rodriguez, son of Brianne and Raul Rodriguez – November 8, 2015 

Aurora Sofia Montalvo, daughter of Chris and Stefanie Montalvo – November 15, 2015 

Haley Lynn Waisner, daughter of Brian and Megan Ruhnke – November 18, 2015 

Amara Ruhnke, received with parents 

Graham Cullen Houghtlin, son of Jeff and Jennifer Houghtlin – December 13, 2015 
 

Accessions Communicant: 

Mark and Nancy Ruud, transfer from St. John  Farley 

Brian and Megan Ruhnke, Brian by transfer from St. Paul, St. Joseph MO, Megan adult 

confirmation 

Diane Ansier, adult confirmation 

Miranda Kent, adult confirmation 

Gary and Beverly Bartek, reaffirmation of faith 

Jonathan Chance Pope by transfer from Holy Cross,  KCMO 
 

Deletions: 

Bill and Kathy Warring – At own request 

 

February - March Acolytes 
    8:00am    10:45am  
 

February   Mark Buchholz   Joshua Keller 
    Thomas Henrichs   Daniel Brinkmeyer 
 
March    Connor Henry    Joseph Ramos, Daniel Brinkmeyer 
         Jarien Montgomery 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Daniel Brinkmeyer 10:45am  
Sam Brown 10:45am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox substitute  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Joey Ferguson 10:45am  
 
 

Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am  
Jackson Winfrey 10:45am 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 
 
 
 



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Bob and Judy Bayless for donating a much needed piano for the Ephphatha 
room.  Thank you so much!! 
Orchids to all who painted in the Pre-K over Christmas break: John Peer, Herb 

Steffens, Andrew Spidle, Dan Jones, and Lowell Smith. 
Orchids to the following who helped beautify the church for Christmas:  Janet Jones, Barb & Tom 
Chastain, Patty & Kim Heermann, Marilyn & Herb Steffens, Margie & Edna Oswald (special thanks to 
Edna who did an outstanding job both decorating and undecorating), Jill & Sarah Vincenti, Pat Toillion, 
Joyce Degnan, Dianne Kelly, Janet Duff, Debbie Durham, Roxanne Stavenau, Shirley Howard, Judy 
Gibson, Aimee Garrett, Marti Harrison, and Susan Moore. 
Orchids to the following who helped undecorated the church after Christmas:  Joyce Degnan, Patty & 
Kim Heermann, Marilyn Steffens, Susan Moore, Janet Duff, Judy Gibson, Janet Jones, Diane Kelly, 
Margie Oswald and Edna, and Barb & Tom Chastain. 
Orchids to those who helped beautify the sanctuary through their poinsettia donations.  Thank you to:  
Moore, Hopkins, Watson, Gaiser, Smith, Cozad, Spidle, Brulja, Steffens, Howard, Lackey, Lyons, Stark, 
Hester, Faller, Gilbert, Chastian, Arnold, Harrison, Jones, Henrichs, Gibson, Eberth, Lewis, Stavenau, 
Duff, Littleton, Sittig, Heermann, Ramos, Ruud, Durham, Heiss, and Pfleiderer. 
Orchids to Lowell Smith who replaced the worn doorstop in the church office with a new working one.  
Thank you!  Lowell also replaced all the other doorstops with better ones. 
Orchids to John Winfrey who stepped up quickly and got a plumber to come out on a Sunday afternoon 
after we discovered a burst pipe in the furnace room.  They had it fixed by 2 p.m. in the afternoon.  You 
are a lifesaver, John. 

 
News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 

 

Overcoming the Terrorist 
“The old satanic foe Has sworn to work us woe. With craft and dreadful might He arms himself to fight. On 

earth he has no equal” (Lutheran Service Book 657:1).  

Let’s face it; we live in a very scary world. Terrorists indiscriminately kill innocent men, women and children. 

Murderers stalk school corridors looking for victims. People who are identified as Christians are publicly 

beheaded. Baby body parts are harvested and sold. As our children watch these events play out on our 

television sets over and over again, they may be traumatized by the violence. The answers for the insanity 

that surrounds us are sought daily by every media outlet.  

What is the source of this evil? What can we do to guard and protect our children from the violence that seems 

to be occurring more and more frequently in the world around us? The Bible is very clear about the source 

of and reason for this type of violence: “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 

evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in 

the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and 

having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given 

by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 

flaming darts of the evil one” (Eph. 6:12–16).  

The Bible identifies and names the source of evil in this world. It presents our real and present foe and the 

ultimate source of all that is evil. We know his name, and it is Satan. So, what does this have to do with 

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten? Parents and others can be assured that the safety and security of our 

students remains one of our highest priorities.  We have developed an emergency plan and rehearse 

procedures with teachers and students. Doors are kept locked, and entrance procedures screen folks coming 

into our school. If you’ve come to Pre-K, you know that we have to release the door to let you in. 



More importantly, we can assure parents and others that the preparation our students receive goes far beyond 

locked doors and emergency drills. Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten assists families to equip their children 

with the full armor of God. The belt of truth assures that our students understand the source of evil and resist 

him. Children are protected by the breastplate of righteousness that has been secured for them from God’s 

Son, Jesus, through His redemptive work on the cross. Listening to God’s Word provides our children with 

a shield that can extinguish Satan’s terrifying flaming arrows. Through religious instruction and earnest 

prayer, students are taught that Christ Jesus is our source of peace and that He has already overcome the 

terror and misery of this world and has prepared a place for us in heaven. Preparation provided by Christ 

Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten not only equips our students to resist temptation, but it also empowers them to 

respond in a Christ-centered manner when confronted with evil. It provides comfort and support in the midst 

of personal difficulties. Christ reigns as our protector and provider. We are more than conquerors through 

Him.  

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten is not perfect, nor are we exempt from the spiritual battles and temptations 

that infect the world around us.  Christ Lutheran Pre-K and other Lutheran schools are faith incubators. 

Faith in Jesus provides a pathway to eternity with our Lord. It is our best defense against terror. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Please keep me in your prayers as I consider a Call to be principal of Zion Lutheran School in Seymour, 

Indiana.  

We are now enrolling for summer school and for the 2016-2017 school year.  Please check the website or call 

the school office for more information. 

We are seeking a part-time teacher for the 2016-2017 school year.  Candidates must be a member of an LCMS 

congregation.  A Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education or a related field is a plus.  Preference 

will be given to those who have obtained a Lutheran Teaching Certificate.  Please call the school office for 

more information or send your resume to christpk@christlc.com 
 

Mrs. Chrissy Heiss, M.Ed., Director  Train Up a Child in God’s Love 

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 816-741-8031   FAX  816-741-0455 

christpk@christlc.com; https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten; www.christlc.net 
 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 
It was a busy month at Lutheran High during January.  We are able to do unique 
things at LHSKC, and one of those things is Winterim.  For the third year in a 
row, Lutheran High School sparked its Second Semester with Winterim - a three-
week period where students take a single class for .5 class credit. Along with 
some of the past offerings, such as Government and Health and Wellness, several 
additional new electives were added:  The Amazing Race – Science Style; American Sign 
Language; DynoMIke’s Power Shoe (a shop class – studying engine work and repair); 
Story Telling for the Ages; Contempoaray American Issues; Beginning Quilt-Making; and 
Serving Others (Students and adult chaperones traveled to Camp LuWiSoMo in Wild Rose, 
Wisconsin to lead a week-long camp experience for youth and adults with developmental 
disabilities.)  These were some wonderful experiences for our students, and we are blessed 
to be able to use our time in this way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
mailto:christpk@christlc.com
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten
http://www.christlc.net/
http://www.lhskc.com/


********************************************************** 

Martin Luther Academy 
Martin Luther Academy 2016-17 Kindergarten Round Up is 
Thursday, February 4, 2016 from 2 – 3 pm or 6 – 7 pm.  
This event is for undecided and enrolled students.  Bring 
your child and participate in classroom activities, meet the 
teacher, and tour the facility. 
Save the dates: 

February 4 – MLA Kindergarten Round Up from 2 – 3 pm or 
6 – 7 pm. 

February 21 – MLA Open House from 2 – 4 pm. 

March 12 – MLA School Auction will be held in the MLA Gymnasium 

 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) headed to Granite City in Zona Rosa in 

January for the first get-together of 2016.  There were 17 in attendance.  On 

February 16
th
 the group heads to Applebee’s on Barry Road.  March will find 

them at Beaches Cantina.  If you have any questions, please contact Lynda 

Reinert. 

On February13th at 10AM, OASIS will be putting together care packages. 

OASIS will be doing desserts after Wednesday morning services in Lent. 

Blessings, Shane Rogers 

 

 We get letters…… 
 

Dear members of Christ Lutheran Church, 

Many thanks for the notepaper, pen, and Zona Rosa gift card.  I appreciate your 

generosity.  Have a blessed 2016!   Mary Buchholz 

 

Thank you for the note pads and the gift card. It's always good to have note pads around. The 

gift card is also appreciated; I'll use it as part of a nice night out. I truly enjoy working with the 

the bell choir; it's a great group to work with. We always strive to enhance the worship 

experience. Tanya Cvetan 

 

Dear friends,  

Thank you for the gift card and the "daily trivia" calendar.  I love them both.  It's a pleasure to 

play the organ for our worship.  May our praise to God (our doxology) be the theme and 

purpose of our lives.  Carolyn Enyeart 

 



Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the Zona Rosa gift card and pads of paper.  As a teacher who loves to 

shop and makes a lot of lists, both of these will come in very handy!  It is an honor and a 

privilege to get to work with so many amazing children and see small miracles everyday as 

every child is growing and learning.  I am grateful to be a part of such a caring pre-

kindergarten team and church family. Sincerely, Becky Koffman 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran, 

Thank you so very much for the Zona Rosa gift card for Christmas!  I look forward to using it.  I 

am very grateful to be working with the talented members of our parish choir.  I am thankful 

that they share their musical gifts with our congregation.   

       Blessings!  Andrea Arnold 

 

Dear Pastor Arnold and Pastor Froiland, 

Thank you both for visiting me in the hospital and now at New Mark Rehab.  I really 

appreciate your visits and prayers.  Also, my thanks to Bane & Susan Gaiser for bringing the 

cookies.  Sure enjoyed their visit – hope Otto and Emma got home OK for Christmas.  Many 

thanks to the ladies that baked the delicious cookies.   

     God’s blessings to all, Velma Lovelady 

 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran, 

What a wonderful surprise to receive the Zona Rosa Gift card and the package of lovely 

stationary.  I am enjoying working at Christ Pre-Kindergarten. Thanks, Miss Kemerling 

 

To the Christ Lutheran Parish-Family, 

Thank you so much for the Christmas gifts!  I know I will learn a lot more about the Bible with 

the help of the Bible Trivia calendar.  And that’s always a good thing.  Also, I appreciate the 

gift card and will enjoy using it.   

It is a joy and a pleasure to play for you and I am very blessed to have you as my “second” 

church home.         In God’s love, Ann Bullard 

 

 

 

Dear Parish-family, 

Thank you for the many cards and gifts over this past Christmas season-also for the very 

generous check on Christmas.  We are so blessed for your thoughtfulness! 

                                    In Christ,  Pastor Froiland, Sara, Joseph, Lydia, Isaac, and Emmalynn 

 

To my Fellow Redeemed At Christ Lutheran, 

I give my heartfelt thanks for the sincere expressions of Christian sympathy which you have 

given to me in cards, words, and most chiefly in prayer for me and my family at the passing of 

my grandmother.  These have been a great and shining comfort to me during this sad time. 

   In Christ,  Pastor Froiland 

 

To the special people from Christ Lutheran Church: 

I want to thank those from the church who spent time baking the cookies that were brought to 

me for Christmas.  They were delicious and I enjoyed each and every one of them.  Again – 

thanks.   Irene Jones         

 



***************************************************************************************** 

A potential new Mission/Partnership opportunity for Christ Lutheran… 
At the beginning of the year Christ Lutheran Church was contacted by Rev. Jeff Thormodson who is 

the Executive Director for the Lutheran Society For Missiology for the LCMS and a mission society 

called the Oromo Evangelical Lutheran Mission Society which is a Recognized Service 

Organization of the LCMS. Their desire was to explore the possibility of a new mission outreach 

opportunity in Kansas City North as well as ask us if we would be a part of it.  The Oromo Evangelical 

Lutheran Mission Society, based out of Minnesota, has partnered with a group of Oromo Christians 

(from Ethiopia, Africa) who desire partnership in their work of bringing Christ to the Oromo 

immigrants in our area.  Pastor Froiland and I met with representatives of the Oromo congregation, 

Pastor Thormodson, the Mission Society and the Director of LUMA back in September.  The elders of 

the congregation also met with the Christ Lutheran Elders Committee at the beginning of October.  We 

are still exploring what this partnership would mean for Christ Lutheran.  So far, our leadership has 

seen this possibility in a favorable way.  Pastor Arnold gave a more detailed report about these 

conversations at the Annual Parish Meeting back in October.  We continue to explore the needs of the 

Oromo congregation and how we can come along side of them to support their work among the Oromo 

in our community.  Please see me for more information if you have further questions.  Pastor Arnold 

Healthy Heart Breakfast February 21 During Fellowship Hour 
 

Heart disease is the leading cause of death for both men and women in the 

United States. Action can be taken by people of all ages to lower a 

person’s risk of heart disease. One of these actions is to eat a heart 

healthy diet. February 21 we will be offered a breakfast of heart healthy 

food prepared by our own Rachel Almstedt. Deacon highly recommends the 

potato dish which has been a favorite at weekday school.  Come hungry 

and enjoy. Action Team would appreciate any donations which will go to 

support their 100 blanket campaign and foster kid bags project. Thank you 

and enjoy!!!! 

 



October -2017 Anniversaries 
+ Christ Lutheran – 60 Years + 

+ The Reformation – 500 Years + 

 
In 2017 we will embark on a celebration of two monumental Anniversaries during the month of 

October.  Our Parish-Family celebrates 60 years AT and WITH Christ along with the 500
th
 

anniversary of the posting of the 95 theses by Martin Luther – the official beginning of The 

Reformation.  So, why are we talking about something that is two years away right now?  Good 

question.  Here’s why… 
 

Last year, the Board of Directors formed a Facilities Renovation 

Committee and they have already accomplished many of the 

projects on their list. This list with price tag includes:  
 

 A new flat roof – est. $70,000 (done last year) 

 Tuck-pointing the entire exterior of the church -- $47,404 

 Church parking lot -- $51,791 

 New windows at the 72
nd

 Street parsonage as well as the 

Camden Ave. house. -- $19,559 

 Carpet at the Camden Ave. house and the Maple Ln. house 

– $8,884 
 

Projects yet to be done include: 

 Resolve drainage issues on East side of the church. 

 Various flooring, ceiling and finish repairs throughout the 

church  

 Various HVAC units at both the church and houses. 

 Other smaller projects to update the Pre-K and other areas 

downstairs. 
 

We have a total goal of $250,000 by the end of next year.  Our 

church facilities are in need of some improvements and, 

unfortunately, these updates are not cheap.  We have spent some 

of our current capital as well as borrowed against our mortgage 

loan to pay for these items. 
 

So, we will begin a capital campaign in honor of our two 2017 

Anniversary celebrations to help fund these continued projects.  

Won’t you help?  Much more detail will be forthcoming in the 

months ahead.  Check out the table in the Narthex. 

 
 
 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Matthew 25:21 
 

We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves us is never alone. That is because faith is a 
living, busy, and active thing. It inhales all of God’s riches in Christ and exhales this in love and 
service to the neighbor. 
 
But who is my neighbor? God in His mercy has placed us into three distinct communities: 
society, family, and the church. That means we have a duty to those around us in each of these 
communities. We pray for the people in these three communities daily. We rejoice with them in 
times of joy and suffer with them in times of sadness. And we give to them from the income that 
God provides as we are able and as they have need. 
 
So we pay taxes to our governments so that they may do the work that is needed for our 
neighbors in society. We give to our families so that they have food and clothing, house and 
home, even educations. And we give to our church—our local congregations—so that the gospel 
may be preached and the sacraments administered for us and others.  
 
The beauty of this is that God smiles upon all that giving. When you pay your taxes, God is pleased 
that you have served your neighbor who needs what the government provides. When you provide 
for your family, God is pleased. That you have helped your neighbor with the necessities of life by 
sharing with them what He has given to you, God is pleased.  And when you give to your local 
congregation to support the ongoing preaching of the gospel, God is pleased. To all this giving, He 
says to you, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.” 
 
Looking at giving in this light makes it a joy to give. The joy is multiplied. There is joy in you 
because you have served your neighbor in his need. There is joy in your neighbor for God has 
answered their prayers through you. And God rejoices and is pleased with it all. It might just make 
the humdrum of grocery shopping and mortgage payments a bit more joyous. It might even make 
April 15 tolerable (St. Paul had to have this pep talk with the Romans, also, “This is why you pay 
taxes….” Rom. 13:6). And it surely will make the envelope placed into the offering plate a 
joyful thing.  
 
Indeed God is pleased with you. You are saved by faith alone because of Jesus Christ. And that 
saving faith is never alone. It is busy and active. It serves the neighbor in society, family, and 
church with free and cheerful giving.  

 

********************************************* 

ACTION TEAM 
Thank you everyone for your support of Action Team. We continue meeting on Friday 

mornings to work on our various projects. Many parishioners take the cut blankets home and 

return them tied to the round table in the Ephaphatha Room. Thank you very much.  

February 21 the Healthy Heart Breakfast served during fellowship hour will benefit our 

endeavors. More elsewhere in this newsletter. Thanks again! 
 


