
Email from 9/18/2020 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: September 18th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church Family, 

The following is a devotion from Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan, the Missouri District 

President: 

It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son 

is there whom his father does not discipline?...For the moment all discipline seems 

painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to 

those who have been trained by it. Hebrews 12:7, 11 

The Iroquois tribe had a custom for boys as they made the right of passage on 
the way to manhood. When the boy was ready and wanted to be considered 
one of the braves, he would go through a period of intense training. The 
culmination of the training would be that the boy would spend the night by 
himself, deep in the forest. In a clearing, the boy would build a fire and keep 
watch through the night. If he would run home in fear, he would be disgraced 
and was clearly not yet a man. However, if he would stay the night, he would 
pass the test and would be considered well on his way to manhood. The boys 
were never in any real danger though. High up in a tree near the boy would be 
his father, keeping a watchful eye on his son, armed with his bow, ready to 
answer any threat of danger to the child. 

This section of Scripture deals with those tests from God, meant for our 
growth and maturation in the faith. We should not be surprised by suffering as 
a result of our faith, but rather we should grow to expect it. As Martin Luther 
writes, “For as soon as God’s Word takes root and grows in you, the devil will 
plague you.” Trials and tests are common to the lives of Christians. The writer 
to the Hebrews addresses the unpleasant experience of discipline that God 
allows for those He loves. No one ever enjoys such periods of testing, but 
these times yield fruits of righteousness among the saints of God.  

Luther called these periods “little whiles” from 1 Peter chapter 1. These little 
whiles – these times of trial and temptation, suffering and discipline all end. 
But during these little whiles – we are taught to rely more and more on God. 
We are reminded that we can do nothing of ourselves. We are powerless 
against the assaults of the devil. Even in the midst of a physical trial that God 
allows, we need his presence every passing hour. Norman Nagel once wrote, 
“Temptation teaches us the frailty of our own wisdom and strength. The 
resources for our strength are not in ourselves, but in our faithful God and His 



Word. Thus, our Brother overcame temptation with the mighty weapon of 
God’s Word. Three times Satan was overthrown with the victorious, ‘It is 
written.’” 

The last six months have not been pleasant for anyone. May the Lord bring 
about good from this time of trial and testing as we rely upon Him and the 
strength that He gives to us in His precious Word. May our faith be proved 
genuine through the Spirit’s work within us! 

  

LIVESTREAM UPDATE: You now have TWO options to view our livestream 

Bible study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook 

page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible 

studies and Church Services. You can still view all the church Services, Sunday 

School Lessons, and Daily Devotions on our YouTube Channel as well. Check it out! 

Adult Information Class – A new Adult Information Class begins with our first 

class THIS SUNDAY at 7 p.m. Are you interested? Know anyone who might be? Let 

us know. All are welcome for a refresher in the doctrines of the faith. Plan to attend. 
We would love to have you. 

Stewardship Sunday/Wednesday, October 11th/14th -- Be on the lookout for 

various opportunities to fill out the time/talent/treasure pledge form. It is important 

for the members of our parish-family to fill out and send in a pledge form – even if 

they are unable to attend the Service. We formulate a balanced budget based on the 

numbers we receive from the parish-family. Your church is still in need of active 

participants. 

Women’s Bible Study – Don’t forget, we have in-person women’s Bible study on 

Wednesday evenings at 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. It’s during our Weekday School time so it is 

convenient for mothers who have kids in Weekday School already. Do join us. And 

bring a friend! 

September Church Sign-ups on SignUpGenius.com – The elders committee has 

decided to continue sign-ups for the month of September. A maximum of 90 persons 

may sign up to attend Service. Please sign up before coming to church by going 

directly to the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit 

the church website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up 

section. You may also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

at christlc@christlc.com. Reminder – Wednesday Evening Service is now a Mask 
Required Service. 

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
http://www.christlc.net/time_talent_and_treasure
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/


Siberian Lutheran Mission Society Guest Preacher -- On Sunday October 18th, the 

Rev. B. W. Kuhlman will serve us in preaching and leading Bible study that morning. 

Rev. Kuhlman serves as pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Murdock, NE. He is a 

very gifted preacher and teacher and has presented at Higher Things Youth 

conferences as well as several other venues. During the Bible study time, he will 

speak about the Siberian Lutheran Mission Society, an organization which seeks to 

rebuild and restore the Lutheran faith in Russia and surrounding countries where 

Christianity was suppressed under persecution during Soviet communism. More about 

the Siberian Lutheran Mission Society can be found 

at https://siberianlutheranmissions.org/ Do join us for this special day on Sunday, 

October 18th! 

In-Person Sunday School – Phase One: Sunday School will be offered “in-person” 

for students in Grades 6-12, beginning THIS Sunday, September 13 at 9:30 a.m. 

Protocols have been instituted for this important restart, and shared with everyone in 

the September Shepherd’s Staff. (You can find that on our website under the 

“Resources” tab if you no longer have your printed newsletter.) In-person Sunday 

school for students in Pre-K through Grade 5 will begin on a date to be determined. 

It’s Difficult to be apart… Thank you for all the encouragement you have shared 

with your church and school staff during these challenging days. Please know that all 

of you are in our thoughts and prayers. And please let us know how we can best serve 

you. THANK YOU for continuing to send in your offerings. We very much 

appreciate how you also remember your Lord’s work at Christ Lutheran with your 

stewardship of treasure. God’s richest blessings to all of you. May He continue to be 

your light in this dark world. 

Prayer – Almighty and everlasting God, through Your Son, You have promised us 

forgiveness of sins and everlasting life. Govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit that in 

our daily need, and especially in all time of temptation, we may seek Your help and, 

by a true and lively faith in Your Word, obtain all that You have promised; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

 

https://siberianlutheranmissions.org/

