
Email from 8/28/2020 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: August 28th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church Family, 

Sorry for the inconvenience. Our phone and internet were down the entire 

morning. They are back up and running if you need anything. So sorry. 

  

The following is a devotion from Rev. Dr. Lee Hagen, Missouri District President: 

“And the foreigners who join themselves to the  Lord, to minister to him, to love the 

name of the Lord, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does 

not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all 

peoples.” Isaiah 56:6-7 

Each and every person was created in the image of God and therefore is precious and 

valuable to Him. Each and every person is also one for whom Christ Jesus died upon 

the cross. Our Lord declares in Scripture that He desires that all would be saved and 

to come to a knowledge of the truth. The words above from Isaiah also make clear 

that God wants every gathering place for worship to be a house of prayer for all 

nations. Sadly, we live in a world that focuses so much on those things that divide and 

separate us. It carries over even into the Church. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once 

said, “It is appalling that the most segregated hour of Christian America is eleven o’ 

clock on Sunday morning.” 

A few days ago I was struck by an ordinary sign in front of our local fire station that I 

have driven past hundreds of times. The yellow sign had the simple words – “Safe 

Place.” We want our churches to be safe and welcome places for people from all 

walks of life and with all colors of skin. No matter what else is going on in their lives, 

our churches can provide a place of security and hope. The significance of the main 

seating area of a church being called the nave is that we rest securely in the ark of the 

Christian Church. By God’s grace, our churches can be places of prayer and peace 

for men and women, young and old, rich and poor, blacks, whites, Asians, Hispanics, 

the broken and the hurting, the lonely and the desperate. May the Spirit, working 

through the Word, conform our will to be like God’s will so that we love not just with 

words, but in action and truth. 



In Revelation 7, St. John beholds the ultimate fulfillment of Isaiah’s words when He 

sees the throne room of heaven and people from every nation, tribe, people, and 

language standing before Jesus, the Lamb who was slain, by whose blood He 

ransomed people for God. May we aspire that each Divine Service would be a 

foretaste of the feast to come and fulfillment of these words from Isaiah and 

Revelation alike so that our churches will be houses of prayer for all peoples. 

  

September Church Sign-ups on SignUpGenius.com – The elders committee has 

decided to continue sign-ups for the month of September. A maximum of 90 persons 

may sign up to attend Service. Please sign up before coming to church by going 

directly to the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the 

church website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You 

may also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

at christlc@christlc.com. Reminder – Wednesday Evening Service is now a Mask 

Required Service. 

Cleaning and Sanitizing – Reminder… we wipe down all the pews after church and 

then again after Bible Study. If you have an opportunity to help us out, please grab a 

wipe in the Narthex before you leave and clean the pew you were sitting in. Also, we 

sanitize all the chairs and tables after use when people come to the church for Bible 

Study and Weekday School. We continue to remain as diligent as we can to keep 

everyone safe. 

Livestream Test Runs – Our new livestream system was tested last Sunday and will 

be tested again this Sunday. We are close to transitioning over to the new camera. 

There will be more options for viewing the Services once we have it in place. We will 

make sure everyone understands how to access the livestream once we figure out the 

best way to publish it. Thank you for your patience. 

Adult Information Class – A new Adult Information Class will begin with an 

organizational meeting on September 13th at 6 p.m. Are you interested? Know anyone 

who might be? Let us know. All are welcome for a refresher in the doctrines of the 

faith. Plan to attend. We would love to have you. 

Wednesday Evening Service – MASKS REQUIRED! The pastors, in consultation 

with the elders committee and those who attend Wednesday Evening Service on a 

regular basis, have decided to make Wednesday Evening Service a “Mask Required” 

Service. This means that masks are required while entering and exiting the facility… 

AND while sitting in our seats during the Service. You may lower your mask when 

taking Holy Communion and then return it to its original position afterwards. Our goal 

http://www.christlc.net/
mailto:christlc@christlc.com


is to make everyone feel as safe as possible while attending the Divine Service at 

Christ Lutheran. 

Weekday School Began In-Person Last Wednesday. If your child was not able to 

attend weekday school this past week, there is still time to enroll. These are very 

formative years in the faith of your child. Bible stories, doctrine, time at chapel and 

music are very important to faith formation. If you have any questions, contact 

Deacon Buchholz or one of the Pastors. 

In-Person Sunday School – Phase One: Sunday School will be offered “in-person” 

for students in Grades 6-12, beginning after Labor Day – on Sunday, September 13. 

Notice this is a week later than previously published. Protocols have been instituted 

for this important restart, and shared with everyone in the September Shepherd’s 

Staff. In-person Sunday school for students in Pre-K through Grade 5 will begin on a 

date to be determined. 

Individual Communion/Pastoral Visitation – The pastors are careful to follow the 

guidelines for the older adult facilities that are still on lockdown. Many times this 

means we are still not allowed to enter and give communion. We are doing our best to 

administer pastoral care given these challenging circumstances. Please let us know 

how we can serve you better. We are more than willing to visit and bring individual 

pastoral care and Holy Communion to Christ Lutheran members who desires to 

receive it. Please contact us and let us know how we can serve you better. 

The Lord’s Blessings to Shannon Thomas and Reed Ptomey who will be united in 

Holy Matrimony on Saturday. God’s richest blessings to you as you begin your lives 

together as husband and wife. 

Almighty God, You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have 

reconciled us to Yourself. Grant that by Your Holy Spirit, we may proclaim the good 

news of Your salvation so that all who hear it may receive the gift of salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 


