
Email from 8/21/2020 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: August 21st – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church-family, 

“I am the vine and you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I am him, he 

bears much fruit. Apart from me, you can do nothing” (John 15:5) 

This is my confirmation verse. It reminds me that apart from Jesus I have nothing and 

I can do nothing. But in Christ Jesus, I can do all things through Christ who gives me 

strength (Philippians 4:13). I recite this verse to myself quite often. Do you have a 

favorite verse, perhaps your confirmation verse, that you say to yourself over and over 

again to remind you of God’s strength in your life? 

We are all looking for that extra measure of strength these days. Parents are trying to 

adjust to the start of school during COVID-19. Work remains a worry. Our health is 

always at the forefront of our minds. We all need the reminder, the assurance, that 

Jesus is with us always and that in Him we have all strength and peace. 

God bless you and keep you. God make His face shine towards you and be gracious to 

you. God looks upon you with favor and gives you His peace. Apart from God, we 

can do nothing. With God, we have all things needful. 

  

Adult Information Class – A new Adult Information Class will begin with an 

organizational meeting on September 13th at 6 p.m. Are you interested? Know anyone 

who might be? Let us know. All are welcome for a refresher in the doctrines of the 
faith. Plan to attend. We would love to have you. 

Wednesday Evening Service – MASKS REQUIRED! The pastors, in consultation 

with the elders committee and those who attend Wednesday Evening Service on a 

regular basis, have decided to make Wednesday Evening Service a “Mask Required” 

Service. This means that masks are required while entering and exiting the facility… 

AND while sitting in our seats during the Service. You may lower your mask when 

taking Holy Communion and then return it to its original position afterwards. Our goal 

is to make everyone feel as safe as possible while attending the Divine Service at 

Christ Lutheran. 

Weekday School Begins In-Person – If you have children who are weekday school 

age (grades 2-8), you are invited to attend our parent organizational meeting this 

coming Sunday, August 23rd at 6 p.m. The first Wednesday of Weekday School 



begins on August 26th at 4:30 p.m. These are very formative years in the faith of 

your child. Bible stories, doctrine, time at chapel and music are very important to faith 

formation. If you have any questions, contact Deacon Buchholz or one of the Pastors. 

In-Person Sunday School – Phase One: Sunday School will be offered “in-person” 

for students in Grades 6-12, beginning after Labor Day – on Sunday, September 13. 

Notice this is a week later than previously published. Protocols will be instituted for 

this important restart, and shared with everyone in the September Shepherd’s Staff as 

well as in future church-wide emails and bulletins. In-person Sunday school for 

students in Pre-K through Grade 5 will begin on a date to be determined. 

Check Out the Informational Insert on the Website: Do make sure to take a look at 

the weekly information insert published under the bulletins tab on the website. You 

can access it by clicking here. This week you will find announcements about the need 

of a Weekday School teacher, Summer Sunday School in the Home, and much more. 

Please make it a habit of checking the website weekly for more parish-wide 

information. 

August Church Sign-ups on SignUpGenius.com – A maximum of 90 persons may 

sign up to attend Service. This limit will stay in effect through the month of August as 

it was in July. Please sign up before coming to church by going directly to the 

sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the church 

website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You may 

also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

at christlc@christlc.com. Reminder – Wednesday Evening Service is now a Mask 
Required Service. 

Individual Communion/Pastoral Visitation – The pastors are careful to follow the 

guidelines for the older adult facilities that are still on lockdown. Many times this 

means we are still not allowed to enter and give communion. We are doing our best to 

administer pastoral care given these challenging circumstances. Please let us know 

how we can serve you better. We are more than willing to visit and bring individual 

pastoral care and Holy Communion to Christ Lutheran members who desires to 

receive it. 

YouTube Channel – Check out our YouTube channel with daily devotions, Deacon’s 

summer Sunday School lessons, and all our archived Church Services. Visit the 
YouTube channel by clicking here. 

What’s Happening at Church During COVID?? -- Although we have made many 

adjustments since lockdown begin, the ministry of your church continues. Here are a 

few highlights of what is going on at Christ Lutheran: 

http://www.christlc.net/bulletins
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w/videos?reload=9


 Sunday and Wednesday Church Services and the regular celebration of the 

Lord’s Supper. 

 Bible Studies: Sunday at 9:30 (livestreamed and in-person), Bible study on 

Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m., Mom’s Bible Study on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m., 

Men’s Bible Study on Fridays at 6 a.m. all in-person. Sunday School begins 

after Labor Day. 

 Pre-Kindergarten: Started this week and is going great. 

 Weekday School: begins next week. 

 Visitations: Pastoral Visitations, while limited in some respects, continue to 

provide pastoral care with the Lord’s Supper to shut-ins and by special 

appointment. 

 Buildings and Grounds Crews: Many of our members continue to work on 

beautifying the church grounds by planting, mowing, and trimming. Work on 

the inside of the church continues as well. Thank you for all your hard work. 

 Livestreaming and Technology: An increased presence on social media, 

YouTube and our website has been implemented to share God’s Word during 

these difficult days. 

 Altar Guild: Still hard at work preparing schedules, washing communion ware, 

and making sure all necessary preparations for Divine Service are taking 

place. Thank you, ladies. God bless you. 

 Music: Our faithful organists continue to play for each Service. Andrea Arnold 

and Tanya Cvetan are working on ways to implement the vocal choir (limited 

numbers) and hand bells during COVID. 

 Video Devotions: Your pastors and Deacon make video devotions and learning 

sessions for adults and kids alike. 

 Weddings and Funerals: The challenges of weddings and funerals during 

COVID is not easy. However, both are still taking place with all precautions 

followed. 

 Board of Directors and Elders: The church directors and committees are still 

meeting, making decisions for the sake of the parish and caring for its 

members. 

 Oromo Congregation: Our Ethiopian congregation led by Pastor Abdi 

Megerssa meets on Sundays with limited numbers and livestreaming their 

Services. 

As you can tell, much continues to take place at Christ Lutheran. How can you be a 

part of it during these challenging days? 1) Pray for us. 2) Consider ways you might 

be able to help serve your neighbor by inviting them to be a part of our faith 

community or by being a listening ear in distress. 3) Consider joining one of our Bible 

studies either in person or online. 4) Remember your Lord with the stewardship of 

your gifts. God’s church continues amid the change that is happening all around us. 



God’s strength and peace be to you all. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

 


