
Email from 3/17/2020 
Subject: Parish family update concerning COVID-19 
 
Dear Parish-family: 
 

Martin Luther once wrote concerning the horrific conditions surrounding the 
plague: 
“If Christ shed his blood for me and died for me, why should I not expose myself 
to some small dangers for his sake and disregard this feeble plague? If you can 
terrorize, Christ can strengthen me. If you can kill, Christ can give life. If you have 
poison in your fangs, Christ has far greater medicine. Should not my dear Christ, 
with his precepts, his kindness, and all his encouragement, be more important in 
my spirit than you, roguish devil, with your false terrors in my weak flesh? God 
forbid! Get away, devil. Here is Christ and here am I, his servant in this work. Let 
Christ prevail! Amen.” ~ Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 43 

And our Lord gives us these words through the hand of King David in Psalm 18: 
I love you, O LORD, my strength. 
2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 
    my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
    my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
3 I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, 
    and I am saved from my enemies. 
These Words from Luther and the Holy Scriptures remind us of God’s strength 
amid great troubles that press upon us from every side.  The devil fights against 
us but our Lord fights for us.  The Lord will prevail.  He is our constant guide – 
our rock and salvation.  In these unsettling times, we rely on the comfort and 
peace that comes only from the kind of God that loves us so much that He gave 
His only begotten Son to die for our eternal life.  We can be confident that our 
Great Physician of body and soul certainly won’t abandon us now. 
As information about the COVID-19 virus has unfolded, we have been keeping 
an eye on the guidelines provided by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). The 
latest recommendation of the CDC public health experts is to limit the size of 
gatherings to less than 50. Yesterday President Trump recommended that the 
number be lowered to 10 as did the mayor of Kansas City.  You are aware that 
businesses and schools are closing in the wake of this pandemic. 
Therefore, after consultation with my fellow pastors, area healthcare workers, 
civic leaders, and our church leadership, we have come to a decision concerning 
how Christ Lutheran will proceed with activities in the short-term. 

1.     We are suspending all Midweek Church Services and activities (which 

includes, desserts, meals, Weekday School, and Bible studies) for March 18
th

, 

March 25
th

 and April 1
st
. 

2.     We are suspending all Sunday morning Church Services, Sunday School and 

Bible studies for March 22
nd

 and March 29
th

. 



3.     There will be no weekly Bible studies or meetings through Saturday, April 

4
th

.  The only exceptions are the School Oversight Committee meeting tonight 

(March 17
th

) and the Board of Directors meeting on Thursday, March 19
th

. 

4.     Church Services will be video recorded and put online.  We are currently 

looking into ways to incorporate this through YouTube and on our website 

(www.christlc.net).  Also, Sunday morning Service bulletins will be made 

available on line.  More information will be made available about this soon in a 

subsequent email. 

5.     If you wish to receive Holy Communion or meet for individual confession and 

absolution privately, please contact Pastor Froiland or me directly. 

6.     Pastoral visitations will be modified in order to keep the members of our parish 

family, especially our most vulnerable, safe.  We will consider needs on a case by 

case basis. 

The church office is not shutting down.  Eunice Rodriguez will keep her standard 
hours.  The pastors and the deacon will do the same.  There are ways all of us 
can continue to be the church while not actually in church.  For example… 

       Be the Light of Christ to those around you. Check in with neighbors and 

family members. Learn what they need and help them. Contact us if you need 

anything.  We will do all we can to help. 

       Use this time to try new ways of growing in your faith. Start family devotions 

if you haven’t already. Begin a Bible reading program or use Luther’s Small 

Catechism as a way to refresh the doctrines of the faith. 

       Remember to watch and follow along with the weekly Church Service video 

recordings.  We will send you the links via email and our church facebook page. 

  

Finally, as you may or may not know, Christ Lutheran has an on-line giving option 

called Tithe.ly. Please consider using this option so that there is no interruption in your 

weekly offerings.  If you so desire, weekly offerings may be mailed to the church.  Please 

keep in mind the stewardship of all of God’s wonderful gifts to us for the sake of His 

service even while we are away from the Divine Service.  If you have any questions, let 

us know. 

Beloved, the Lord promises to guide us through tumultuous times such as these.  His 

mercy endures forever.  God grant you His peace and strength.  Be on the lookout for 

more updates. 

  

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

http://www.christlc.net/
https://get.tithe.ly/

