
Email sent on 3/13/2020 
Subject: Church and COVID-19 

Dear Parish-family 

The coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak has caused widespread concern and even 
fear within all sectors of society. In light of our current situation, let us turn to the 
words of the Psalmist: 

God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble at its swelling (Psalm 46:1-3) 

In the midst of our current troubles, we know that we can confidently seek refuge 
in our God who promises to help us in all upsetting situations. He who was willing 
to give up His beloved Son for us and for our salvation and who promises to be 
with us always, will certainly not abandon us now. He is our help. He is our 
refuge. He is our strength. 

We have all given a lot of thought about the coronavirus as we watch the news 
and see how the world is reacting. This outbreak is affecting the daily lives of all 
of God’s people. For that reason, your church, Christ Lutheran, must consider 
how we may take the appropriate precautions to prevent the spread of the virus. 
Given the current climate of precaution taking place in all public places, the 
pastors and elders have discussed the following considerations/changes that will 
be taking place at Christ Lutheran for the time being. 

1. There will be no change to our worship schedule. All worship services at 
Christ Lutheran will continue at the regular appointed times on Sundays 
and Wednesdays. 

2. For the time being, the pastors will greet parishioners after the service 
WITHOUT shaking hands. 

3. Holy Communion will continue as follows: The elder will take precautions 
to thoroughly wash hands before the distribution of the host. Please 
receive the host in your hand. The pastor will come by with the chalice 
and parishioners may dip the host into the chalice (this process is called 
intinction). There will be no drinking from the common up for the time 
being. This process will change back to our normal way of receiving 
communion after concerns about the virus have passed. If you wish to 
take communion of one kind (the host only) or abstain from taking Holy 



Communion for the time being, you are certainly free to remain in your 
seat during distribution. 

4. The offering plates will be passed down the rows like normal. If you wish 
not to touch it, please allow you neighbor on the other side to take it… or 
the elder/usher will do his best to hold onto it and allow parishioners to 
place their offering envelopes into the plate. 

5. We will not be making any changes to our current protocol concerning 
the time between services when we gather for coffee and donuts before 
Bible class and Sunday School. 

As you can tell, there are many things to consider when coming to a public place 
such as church. Please use good judgment. You are responsible for taking 
necessary precautions for the sake of yourself and others. Also, please read the 
FAQ’s and prevention guidelines found at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/faq.html. If you are sick, please stay away from others until you feel better. 
Use basic handwashing and cleaning protocols to prevent the spread of disease. 
Volunteers and our cleaning crew will be stepping up cleaning protocols, and 
additional sanitizing and disinfecting of hard surfaces will be addressed. 

Also, please take a look at the following letter written by our Missouri District 
President, Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan. He has some wise words to share with us as 
well. Here is the link: https://mo.lcms.org/a-pastoral-letter-regarding-public-
worship-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak-from-president-lee-hagan/ 

In closing… remember that God remains God and He is in control. He is our 
comfort, our peace, and our Great Physician of body and soul. Let us pray, 

Heavenly Father, you are the healer of all disease. Be with your people through 
fears and trepidation that surround our hearts and lives in these trying times. 
Give us comfort to know that no disease can ever touch our soul. We belong to 
you – safely kept in the palm of your hand. You will not let us go. Thank you. In 
your Son our Savior’s name we pray these things. Amen. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Arnold 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html
https://mo.lcms.org/a-pastoral-letter-regarding-public-worship-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak-from-president-lee-hagan/
https://mo.lcms.org/a-pastoral-letter-regarding-public-worship-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak-from-president-lee-hagan/

