
Email from 12/31/2020 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: December 18th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church-family, 

We are still in the glow of Christmas on this New Year’s Eve. May God and His 

peace rest upon your and yours. 

Did you get any “surprises” for Christmas? Sometimes a surprise is… well… a nice 

surprise. Other times unexpected gifts may not be so welcomed. I suppose it all 

depends on what we get as a “surprise.” 

Sometimes religions talk about surprises. But the message of Christmas—Good 

Friday—Easter is different. The Bible isn't about Karma or we would all be 

“Karmalized.” The Bible isn't about religion or we would all be religiously 

inadequate. The Bible isn't about surprises that come from humanity’s best efforts, 

because even those last merely for a time. No, the Bible's message is one, big, grace-

filled surprise that God Himself promised and then delivered on in the person and 

work of Jesus for each one of us. 

The angel says it loudly and clearly to Mary: "You will…give birth to a son, and you 

shall name him Jesus. He will be great. He will be called the Son of the Most High. 

The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end" (Luke 1:31-33, ESV). 

That first Christmas began with a huge surprise. The God who created the very 

heavens and the earth was concerned not just for the powerful people of the world, but 

for all people. Mary may have been most surprised of all that God would concern 

Himself with someone like her. She was surprised, but she believed. Today, don't just 

be surprised by that grace this Christmas; believe it for yourself and put your trust in 

the one born in the manger for you. 
 
  

New Year’s Eve Service – Join us for New Year’s Eve Service tonight at 7 p.m. Holy 

Communion will be celebrated. This Service will also be livestreamed. 

Epiphany – January 6th. Make plans now to join us for a special Epiphany Service 

on Wednesday, Jan. 6th. Epiphany is sometimes called the Gentile Christmas. It 

celebrates how the Magi came to worship the new King by bringing gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. Sign-ups are now available for all of January. 

January Sign-ups – A maximum of 90 persons may sign up to attend each 

Service. Please sign up before coming to church by going directly to the sign-up 



website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the church 

website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You may 

also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice at christlc@christlc.com. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study 

(9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services. You can still view all the church Services, Sunday School 

Lessons, and Daily Devotions on our YouTube Channel as well. Check it out! 

Sunday School and Adult Bible Study – for Grades 1 – 5 will begin Sunday, 

January 10th. Sunday School for grades 6 – 12 will restart this coming Sunday, 

January 3rd. Don’t forget, we continue to have Adult Bible study at 9:30 a.m. every 

Sunday. 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You – To say that 2020 has been a challenging year 

is an understatement. Thank you for all your diligent love and support of your church, 

staff, and church family. We need each other, especially during trying times. Please 

keep Christ Lutheran and your fellow servants in your prayers. The Lord bless you 

and keep you in our 2021 to come. 

  

PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, in these weeks during the Christmas Season, You call us 

to repentance, to see our need for You. May that repentance burst forth into praises 

that only faith in You can bring. With that, please bless us all. AMEN. 

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w

