
Email from 12/18/2020 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: December 18th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church Family, 

Here is a beautiful message about Advent preparation from Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan, 

Missouri District President: 

O come, O come Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee O Israel! (LSB 357 v. 1) 

For more than a thousand years, the Church has been praying the “O Antiphons of 

Advent” as they marked their time of waiting in anticipation of the coming Messiah. 

For the days from December 17 to 23, Christians have historically read, prayed, sung, 

and meditated on these antiphons as part of their Advent preparation. The antiphons 

are most familiar as the basis of the hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (Lutheran 

Service Book 357). The antiphons are printed in the hymnal immediately following 

the hymn verses. 

The texts of these antiphons draw on the Old Testament prophecies about the 

promised Messiah. In our waiting for the Messiah’s Second Advent, it is good for us 

to be reminded of the themes that each antiphon emphasizes and how Christ is the 

embodiment of those ancient promises. Christ is Wisdom incarnate (O Wisdom) as all 

things are ordered and held together by Him. He is also the Lord (O Adonai) who 

redeems Israel by leading with a strong arm and an outstretched arm. This descendant 

of Jesse (O Root of Jesse) and David (O Key of David) would be both a sign of God’s 

promise coming from the Davidic line and to set free those held in bondage to sin. 

Jesus Christ is indeed the light of the world (O Dayspring) who comes for those who 

have been living in darkness. He is also the King of the nations (O King), whose reign 

is eternal and over all things. Finally, Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, (O 

Emmanuel), who deigns to come among us and to save us. For a more in-depth 

treatment of each of these antiphons, consider listening to Pastor Will Weedon’s 

explanation of each antiphon on Issues Etc. 

https://issuesetc.org/tag/o-antiphons/?utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=Encourage_Dec_16%2c_2020&utm_medium=email


In these last few days of Advent, may you be blessed with time to pray and meditate 

on the promises of God that are fulfilled in Christ Jesus. The O Antiphons can be a 

blessing to your daily devotional time as you consider how God has been at work to 

fulfill His promise to save His people from the very beginning. Through the Law and 

the Prophets, the prophecies all point forward to the fulfillment in Christ, Emmanuel 

who has come to save us. God’s blessings on your Advent meditations and may you 

find comfort in the One has come, who comes to us now in Word and Sacrament, and 

who will come again in power and glory! 

  

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Service Times: 

PLEASE BE SURE TO SIGN UP BEFORE ATTENDING. WE ARE LIMITING 
THE NUMBER OF ATTENDERS TO 90. See the sign-up link below. 

For everyone’s safety, we ask that all who attend wear masks during the Service. 

Christmas Eve: 

 4 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion. 

 6 p.m. Lessons and Carols (Livestream) 

 10 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

Note: the 4 p.m. and the 10 p.m. Service will be identical (same liturgy and same 
sermon) 

Christmas Day: 

 10 a.m. Christmas Day Divine Service with Holy Communion 

(ATTENTION – This Service will now be livestreamed!) 

NOTE: There are NO Wednesday Advent Services on December 23rd. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible 

study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services. You can still view all the church Services, Sunday School 

Lessons, and Daily Devotions on our YouTube Channel as well. Check it out! 

December Church Sign-ups on SignUpGenius.com – A maximum of 90 persons 

may sign up to attend Service. Please sign up before coming to church by going 

directly to the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit 

the church website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up 

section. You may also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/


at christlc@christlc.com. Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve are also 

available for sign-up. 

Sunday, December 27th – There will be NO in-person or on-line Youth Sunday 

School. However, there will be Adult Bible study… both in-person and livestream 

starting at 9:30 a.m. 

EPIPHANY – January 6th. Make plans now to join us for a special Epiphany 

Service on Wednesday, Jan. 6th. Epiphany is sometimes called the Gentile Christmas. 

It celebrates how the Magi came to worship the new King by bringing gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. Sign-ups will be available soon. 

Bulletins and Insert/Prayers/Announcements – Don’t forget, the Service Folder 

and Announcements can be found on our website by clicking here. Do visited the 

website each week… www.chirstlc.net. It is updated regularly with news and 
announcements. 

Coat and Clothing Drive for Our Redeemer Lutheran: The P.R. Committee will 

be collecting until December 20th. Bring your donated clothing and coats to church. 

Offering Envelopes – Please pick up your offering envelopes for 2021 at the church. 

Thank you. 

Jr. and Sr. LYF – Put on your calendars now… a fun evening at Crown Center and 

the Plaza is scheduled for January 3rd beginning at 4:30 p.m. There will be ice skating 

at Crown Center and lights with hot chocolate at the Plaza. Talk to Deacon Buchholz 

for more details. 

Individual Communion/Pastoral Visitation – The pastors are careful to follow the 

guidelines for the older adult facilities that are still on lockdown. Many times this 

means we are still not allowed to enter and give communion. We are doing our best to 

administer pastoral care given these challenging circumstances. Please let us know 

how we can serve you better. We are more than willing to visit and bring individual 

pastoral care and Holy Communion to Christ Lutheran members who desires to 

receive it. Please contact us and let us know how we can serve you better. 

Prayer - Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Peace and Comfort be with you! 

Pastor Arnold 

http://www.christlc.net/bulletins
http://www.chirstlc.net/

