
Email from 12/11/2020 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: December 11th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church-family, 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 

her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received 

from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” Isaiah 40:1-2 

On Monday, we remembered Pearl Harbor Day… December 7, 1941… a day which 

will live in infamy. So said President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. On this date, 

seventy years ago, Japan launched an unprovoked attack on United States Forces 

throughout the Pacific. The brunt of the attack was felt most at the Navy base called 

Pearl Harbor. More than two thousand three hundred, navy, marine, and army 

personnel lost their lives that day. The attack sent a shockwave across our nation as 

news rippled out across the heartland as families huddled around radios to hear the 

reports. I wondered what pastors proclaimed that following Sunday. The obvious 

thing that came to my mind was the word of the Lord from Isaiah the prophet. 

“Comfort, comfort my people. Speak tenderly to her.” 

The cries of the prophets are painful to hear as they proclaim the Lord’s anger for the 

sin and unbelief of His people. The prophets are sent to proclaim the full counsel of 

God – to call sinners to repentance, but also to proclaim God’s abounding and 

steadfast love. In other words, God sends His prophets to proclaim His message of 

Law and Gospel. The message of the Law is severe. God hates sin and sin comes with 

great consequences. But the Gospel is the sweet words of forgiveness and grace. The 

Gospel is maximum comfort to troubled sinners. 

In December 1941, many people were afraid. They were wondering if this was some 

kind of punishment from God. The consequences of sin were obvious – 2300 dead. 

No one person’s particular sin. But certainly life in this fallen world means dealing 

with the consequences of sin. And yet the message for a hurting nation on that next 

Sunday was to comfort God’s people. Comfort is the message that their sins have 

been paid for. Isaiah’s prophetic message would be fulfilled in John the Baptist’s 

preparing the way for the Lord, the One who would follow and pay for the people’s 

sins, who would redeem God’s people and buy them back from sin and death. 

May God grant you comforting, tender words that your iniquity is pardoned and that 

Savior will come again in power and might to bring His reward to His beloved people. 

Our Advent comfort comes from the One who came and from the One who comes 

again, our Savior, Jesus. (This devotion was adapted from an email sent by Rev. Dr. 

Lee Hagan, Missouri District President). 



  

Children Christmas Singing – Please Join us!! Our Sunday School/Weekday School 

Children will sing Christmas Songs during our Midweek Advent Service 

on December 16th @ 7p.m. Please come and join us to support our children and 

experience Christmas Joy through the lips of our little ones. We hope to see you there. 

Midweek Advent 3 – Wednesday, Dec. 16th – Our Theme: Jesus, the Life of Jesse’s 

Tree. Do come… for the children… for an “extra” opportunity to be in the Lord’s 
House this Advent… bring a friend. Livestream will be available. 

Bulletins and Insert/Prayers/Announcements – Don’t forget, the Service Folder 

and Announcements can be found on our website by clicking here. Do visited the 

website each week… www.chirstlc.net It is updated regularly with news and 
announcements. 

Youth Ornaments – This Sunday, the youth will be giving out ornaments that they 

made for the members and guests of our church-family. Please come and get one. 

They will be laid out on a table in the Narthex for you to pick up. Every year our 

Youth take an evening in December to make ornaments which serve as a precious 

keepsake for our church-family. Be sure to take one home. 

Jr. and Sr. LYF – Put on your calendars now… a fun evening at Crown Center and 

the Plaza is scheduled for January 3rd beginning at 4:30 p.m. There will be ice skating 

at Crown Center and lights with hot chocolate at the Plaza. Talk to Deacon Buchholz 

for more details. 

Coat and Clothing Drive for Our Redeemer Lutheran: The P.R. Committee will 

be collecting until December 20th. Bring your donated clothing and coats to church. 

Offering Envelopes – Please pick up your offering envelopes for 2021 at the church. 

Thank you. 

Sunday School and Bible Class – We have Sunday School for 6th – 12th grade and 

Adult Bible Study every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Do come and be a part of it. 

Access To Livestream: You now have TWO options to view our livestream Bible 

study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services. You can still view all the church Services, Sunday School 

Lessons, and Daily Devotions on our YouTube Channel as well. Check it out! 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Service Times: We are adding an additional 

Christmas Eve Service so that as many people can attend Service at Christmas as 

http://www.christlc.net/bulletins
http://www.chirstlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w


possible. PLEASE BE SURE TO SIGN UP BEFORE ATTENDING. WE ARE 

LIMITING THE NUMBER OF ATTENDERS TO 90. 

  

Christmas Eve: 

 4 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion. We ask that all participants 

wear masks for the entirety of this Service. 

 6 p.m. Lessons and Carols (Livestream) 

 10 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

Note: the 4 p.m. and the 10 p.m. Service will be identical (same liturgy and same 
sermon) 

Christmas Day: 

 10 a.m. Christmas Day Divine Service with Holy Communion (This Service 

will NOT be livestreamed) 

  

December Church Sign-ups on SignUpGenius.com – A maximum of 90 persons 

may sign up to attend Service. Please sign up before coming to church by going 

directly to the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit 

the church website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up 

section. You may also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

at christlc@christlc.com. Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve are also 
available for sign-up. 

Individual Communion/Pastoral Visitation – The pastors are careful to follow the 

guidelines for the older adult facilities that are still on lockdown. Many times this 

means we are still not allowed to enter and give communion. We are doing our best to 

administer pastoral care given these challenging circumstances. Please let us know 

how we can serve you better. We are more than willing to visit and bring individual 

pastoral care and Holy Communion to Christ Lutheran members who desires to 

receive it. Please contact us and let us know how we can serve you better. 

Thank you – to all who continue to remember your church with your gifts and 

offerings. This is very important during our difficult time of separation. As a 

reminder… Christ Lutheran has an online giving option called Tithe.ly. Please 

consider using this option so that there is no interruption in your weekly offerings. If 

you so desire, weekly offerings may be mailed to the church. Please keep in mind the 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
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stewardship of all of God’s wonderful gifts to us for the sake of His service even 

while we are away from the Divine Service. If you have any questions, let us know. 

Prayer - Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, 

that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 


