
Email from 11/20/2020 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: November 20th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We have important updates for our parish-family in this email. Please read 
carefully, after this brief devotion… 

  

“But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of 
faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not destined 
us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for 
us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. Therefore 
encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.” 1 
Thess. 5. 

The Lord has not abandoned us… though I know His silence is deafening at 
times. Amid the challenges we face today and every day, our Lord promises to 
remain with us and help us endure. Sufferings are never far from us. Yet, thanks 
be to God, we know a God who knows our sufferings. We know a God, our 
Savior Jesus, who suffered and died for us. 

If we are tempted to believe that God has somehow abandoned us, we need to 
remember that our hopefulness is built on something much more solid than the 
bravest efforts of mankind. As the hymn writer Edward Mote put it, “My hope is 
built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” Our hope is built on 
the efforts of a Savior who journeyed into the abyss of hell itself so that we might 
be rescued from eternal death and granted eternal life. 

We do not put our faith in man, but rather in God. Those who put their faith in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ have hope in the assured victory of our eternal 
rescue by the cross and resurrection of our Savior. In the reading above, Paul 
reminds the believers of Thessalonica, as he reminds all those in Christ, that God 
has destined us “to obtain salvation.” And even though Jesus’ return will come 
upon us like a “thief in the night,” it will be a day of great joy for those who are 
energetically waiting for His return. Comfort each other with these words! 

  

ATTENTION * ATTENTION * ATTENTION * ATTENTION * ATTENTION * 

The Platte County Health Department published new COVID restriction orders 
this week that will go into effect on Monday, November 23rd. For Christ Lutheran, 
we will continue to meet in person with limitations and diligent attention to the 
care and health of others. Please sign up for church BEFORE attending. We 
strongly encourage the use of masks for the entirety of the Service for this 



Sunday’s Service, November 22nd. Thanksgiving Day Service will be a MASK 
REQUIRED Service. Please sign up before attending Thanksgiving Day Service. 

Our Elder’s Committee will meet tonight to discuss and decide on future Church 
Service protocols. The Board of Directors met last night to discuss the issue and 
has formulated a recommendation for the Elders. I will be sending out an email 
update on Monday, November 23rd that will include guidelines for Sunday, 
Midweek Advent, and Christmas Services. Be on the lookout for that information 
on Monday. 

  

REMINDER AND ENCOURAGEMENT… Please remember that our Sunday 
Services, Advent Midweek Services, and Christmas Eve Service will be 
livestreamed. We understand that not everyone feels comfortable attending 
church at this time. We also encourage those who have compromised immune 
systems, come into contact with those who may be vulnerable, or feel ill in any 
way to please stay home and livestream the Services. If permissible according to 
health orders, we desire to keep our doors open for in-person Services. But we 
do realize and understand that many may choose to stay home. Christ Lutheran 
is blessed to be able to broadcast our Services through the internet for this 
purpose. We ask that all members make wise choices for the sake of themselves 
and their families. Thank you. 

  

THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE: Reminder… we have Worship with Holy 
Communion on Thanksgiving Day at 10 a.m. Please sign up to attend. 
Livestream will be available. 

  

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You now have TWO options to view our livestream 
Bible study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 

1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view 

the most recent Bible studies and Church Services. You can still view all the 
church Services, Sunday School Lessons, and Daily Devotions on our YouTube 
Channel as well. Check it out! 

  

Fall Work Day – Come and join us TOMORROW Saturday, Nov. 21st from 8 
a.m. to noon for Fall Clean-up. You have the option of working outside or inside. 
Our Grounds and Building Directors will have a list of projects we need to tackle. 
Take advantage of getting out of the house and helping to beautify our Church. 

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w


Coat and Clothing Drive for Our Redeemer Lutheran: The Public Relations 
Committee will be collecting until December 20th. Bring your donated clothing and 
coats to church. 

Midweek Advent Services @ 10 a.m. & 7 p.m. – Plan to attend on December 
2nd, 9th and 16th. The theme is “Jesse Tree.” There will be NO Advent dessert 
after the morning Service and NO Advent meal before the evening 
Service. Livestream will be available at 7p.m. THE 7 P.M. SERVICE WILL BE A 
MASKED REQUIRED SERVICE. 

  

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Service Times: We are adding an additional 
Christmas Eve Service so that as many people can attend Service at Christmas 
as possible. 

Christmas Eve: 

 4 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion. We ask that all 
participants wear masks for the entirety of this Service. 

 6 p.m. Lessons and Carols (Livestream) 
 10 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

Note: the 4 p.m. and the 10 p.m. Service will be identical (same liturgy and same 
sermon) 

Christmas Day: 

 10 a.m. Christmas Day Divine Service with Holy Communion (This Service 
will NOT be livestreamed) 

November Church Sign-ups on SignUpGenius.com – A maximum of 90 

persons may sign up to attend Service. Please sign up before coming to 
church by going directly to the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for 
Church. Or, you may visit the church website, www.christlc.net, and find the link 
in the “alert” pop-up section. You may also call the church office at 816-741-0483 
or email Eunice at christlc@christlc.com. 

  

PRAYER – Dear Lord Jesus, we sometimes get caught up in the so-called 
realities of this world and act as if they matter most, as if they will last. Give us, 
instead, hopeful hearts in Your sure return, as well as active hands for the work 
to be done in Your name while we wait. AMEN. 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/


In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 


