
Email from 11/13/2020 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: November 13th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Fellow Redeemed, 

This past Tuesday, November 10th, marked the 537th Anniversary of Martin Luther’s 

birth. A day later on November 11th, Luther was baptized on “St. Martin of Tours 

Day” which is why he was given his first name. Luther led a magnificent life of 

service and accomplishment. However, it was not without extreme hardship. He 

suffered with deep depression. He agonized over his faith and his vocation as an 

Augustinian Friar. And, he suffered the pangs of death within his family including the 

onset of a horrible pandemic. 

In 1527, the Plague came to Luther’s own doorstep as it began to spread in 

Wittenberg. Some 20 people died within the first two weeks of the outbreak in the 

town of less than 5000. Elector John encouraged Luther to flee like so many of his 

university colleagues. The plague would last for less than six months but would claim 

the lives of friends and associates. Luther and his pregnant wife Katharina dealt with 

the fear of the epidemic and his own illness at the time. This was the time period when 

he wrote the letter, "Whether One May Flee from a Deadly Plague" and also the hymn 

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” Besides the sufferings listed above, Luther also dealt 

with false teaching within the Church, political strife, insurrection, physical ailments, 

betrayal, grief, and a seemingly endless list of other hardships. We wonder how one 

person could endure so much. 

In 2020, we are experiencing some of the same types of hardships that Luther faced in 

his day. Yet, this month, we will gather again this year to celebrate “Thanksgiving” as 

we call to mind the bountiful blessings God provides amid such poverty. For that 

reason, it is a fitting time to remind our families that we face each day and hardship 

only by the mercy of God. The Lord is with us always, even to the end of the age. We 

count on that promise that God graciously provides.   NOTE: There will 

be NO Church email the week of Thanksgiving. 

THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE: Reminder… we have Worship with Holy 

Communion on Thanksgiving Day at 10 a.m. So come and bring your family. What 

better way to give thanks for all we have than to do so in the Lord’s 

House. Livestream will be available. 

Fall Work Day – Come and join us on Saturday, November 21st from 8 a.m. to noon 

for Fall Clean-up. You have the option of working outside or inside. Our Grounds and 

Building Directors will have a list of projects we need to tackle. Take advantage of 

getting out of the house and helping to beautify our Church. 

https://blogs.lcms.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Plague-blogLW.pdf


Coat and Blanket Drive for Our Redeemer Lutheran: The Public Relations 

Committee will be collecting until December 20th. Bring your donated blankets and 

coats to church. 

Pre-K Food Drive – The Pre-K is collecting food for Immanuel Lutheran through 

November 20th. Donations can be made directly to the Pre-K. Thank you. 

Youth Ornament-Making Day – November 15th @ 4 p.m. We are making two 

different ornaments this year to share with church members, family and friends. 

Snacks and drinks provided. 

Midweek Advent Services @ 10 a.m. & 7 p.m. – Plan to attend on December 2nd, 

9th and 16th. The theme is “Jesse Tree.” There will be NO Advent dessert after the 

morning Service and NO Advent meal before the evening Service. Livestream will be 

available at 7p.m. THE 7 P.M. SERVICE WILL BE A MASKED REQUIRED 

SERVICE. 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 1 – December 2nd – Sermon: “Jesus, the Seed of 

Jesse’s Tree” Genesis 1:27; 3:8–15 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 2 – December 9th – Sermon: “Jesus, the Root of 

Jesse’s Tree” Genesis 22:1–18 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 3 – December 16th – Sermon: “Jesus, the Life of 

Jesse’s Tree” Matthew 3:13–17 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Service Times: We are adding an additional 

Christmas Eve Service so that as many people can attend Service at Christmas as 
possible. 

Christmas Eve: 

 4 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion. We ask that all participants 

wear masks for the entirety of this Service. 

 6 p.m. Lessons and Carols (Livestream) 

 10 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

Note: the 4 p.m. and the 10 p.m. Service will be identical (same liturgy and same 

sermon) 

Christmas Day: 



 10 a.m. Christmas Day Divine Service with Holy Communion (This Service 

will NOT be livestreamed) 

November Church Sign-ups on SignUpGenius.com – A maximum of 90 persons 

may sign up to attend Service. Please sign up before coming to church by going 

directly to the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit 

the church website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up 

section. You may also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 
at christlc@christlc.com. 

LIVESTREAM REMINDER: You now have TWO options to view our livestream 

Bible study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook 

page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible 

studies and Church Services. You can still view all the church Services, Sunday 

School Lessons, and Daily Devotions on our YouTube Channel as well. Check it out! 

A Couple of Friendly Reminders: 

1) Please continue to observe social distancing while considering a seat in the 

sanctuary. There are seats available in the overflow and in the choir loft. Multiple 

families may sit in the pews. However, we do want to be considerate of appropriate 

distance. This is just a friendly reminder. The elders and the pastors think that our 

parish-family is doing a great job of this. 

2) Holy Communion – we will continue to use two chalices (one for intinction and 

the other for taking the common cup) along with the distribution of the host on the 

floor of the sanctuary in a continuous manner. This seems to be working best for us. 

Remember to take the host in your hand and not your mouth. The first cup will be the 

common cup for drinking. The second cup will be for intinction (dipping of the host). 

Please try to be careful not to touch the sides of the chalice with your hand or put your 

fingers in the wine when you dip the host. 

Individual Communion/Pastoral Visitation – The pastors are careful to follow the 

guidelines for the older adult facilities that are still on lockdown. Many times this 

means we are still not allowed to enter and give communion. We are doing our best to 

administer pastoral care given these challenging circumstances. Please let us know 

how we can serve you better. We are more than willing to visit and bring individual 

pastoral care and Holy Communion to Christ Lutheran members who desire to receive 

it. Please contact us and let us know how we can serve you better. 

Prayer – Dear Heavenly Father, guard and keep our nation and our church. Provide 

you protection in times of need. Help your people in times of distress. Grant help and 

healing to all. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w


Every blessing, 

Pastor Arnold 


