
Email from 11/06/2020 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: November 6th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church Family, 

United we stand, divided we fall. Human unity is important. Yet, in the wake of our 

national election, we wonder how this kind of unity will ever be attained. We seem to 
be such a divided people. 

In the Bible there are two major events that depict the unity of humanity. One is the 

story of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11. The people of that time were unifying 

around a compelling idea. They were a people of one language with one project and 

one purpose, ultimately seeking to do something magnificent, but their way with 

sinful pride. They even dedicated their work to making a name for themselves 

(Genesis 11:4). They sought to live life on their terms rather than to worship the Lord 

who gave them life, to live their lives to glorify Him, and to serve others in His Name. 

Their rebellion was unifying, but it was a toxic togetherness. The text says that God 

himself smashed their unity for their own good (Genesis 11:7-8). Wow! We need to 

understand that sinful human beings can unify around the wrong things. And that 

unity can drive us away from God. Yes, it can drive us to momentary human heights, 

but they will eventually come crashing down under the weight of our sin and God’s 
judgment. That is a chaotic and catastrophic picture. 

Then there’s another picture painted for us in Acts 2. It’s a unity that holds. It’s a 

unity enjoyed partially now, but it will come fully for believers on the last day. In 

Acts 2:5-11, Peter speaks about the “mighty works of God” and people from nations 

around the world hear these words in their own language. Unlike the Tower of Babel, 

God creates a unifying message centered in His gracious work for all people in the 

person of Jesus. Christ’s cross and resurrection are the center of a diversity that holds. 

God’s work through the Good News of His Gospel received through His gifts of the 

Word and Sacraments binds us first to Him by grace through faith, and then it also 

holds us together with the bonds of His love to us and through us to one another. What 
a wonderful picture! 

So, that’s the point today. No matter who the president is for the next four years, 

there’s no human policy or provision in this world that can ultimately hold us 

together. Give thanks, then, if this election simply maintains our earthly freedoms and 

returns our culture to civility. But never think that our earthly elections can do what 

only the love of God in Jesus Christ can do. Acts 2 explains the means to that glorious 

end as it calls us to repent of our sin and put our faith in Jesus alone (see Acts 2:38-

39). So even if the whole world were to unite around a common human goal or 

purpose, it wouldn’t ultimately matter. And it wouldn’t last if it failed to see Jesus as 

the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Whatever 



happens in the wake of the election, don’t forget the big picture. Jesus is our true 

unity. By God’s grace, we will enjoy what this truly means on the last day. Until then, 

continue to fight the good fight. Our Lord is with us, wherever we go. 

  

THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE: Reminder… we have Worship with Holy 

Communion on Thanksgiving Day at 10 a.m. So come and bring your family. What 

better way to give thanks for all we have than to do so in the Lord’s House. 

Livestream will be available. 

Midweek Advent Services @ 10 a.m. & 7 p.m. – Plan to attend on December 2nd, 

9th and 16th. The theme is “Jesse Tree.” There will be NO Advent dessert after the 

morning Service and NO Advent meal before the evening Service. Livestream will be 

available. THE 7 P.M. SERVICE WILL BE A MASKED REQUIRED SERVICE. 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 1 – December 2nd – Sermon: “Jesus, the Seed of 

Jesse’s Tree” Genesis 1:27; 3:8–15 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 2 – December 9th – Sermon: “Jesus, the Root of 

Jesse’s Tree” Genesis 22:1–18 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 3 – December 16th – Sermon: “Jesus, the Life of 

Jesse’s Tree” Matthew 3:13–17 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Service Times: We plan to add an additional 

Christmas Eve Service so that as many people can attend Service at Christmas as 
possible. 

Christmas Eve: 

 4 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion. We ask that all participants 

wear masks for the entirety of this Service. 

 6 p.m. Lessons and Carols (Livestream) 

 10 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

Note: the 4 p.m. and the 10 p.m. Service will be identical (same liturgy and same 

sermon) 

Christmas Day: 

 10 a.m. Christmas Day Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Note: Information about Christmas Eve and Christmas Day livestreaming coming 
soon. 



November Church Sign-ups on SignUpGenius.com – A maximum of 90 persons 

may sign up to attend Service. Please sign up before coming to church by going 

directly to the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit 

the church website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up 

section. You may also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

at christlc@christlc.com. 

LIVESTREAM REMINDER: You now have TWO options to view our livestream 

Bible study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook 

page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible 

studies and Church Services. You can still view all the church Services, Sunday 

School Lessons, and Daily Devotions on our YouTube Channel as well. Check it out! 

Your Pastors and Church Leadership are aware of the increased COVID cases 

around the nation. We want you to be assured we are taking extra precaution to clean 

and sanitize as much as possible. We all need to work together to make sure we stay 

safe in order to keep ourselves and our neighbor healthy. Thank you for all your 

cooperation. 

Service Bulletins Online. Don’t forget that we publish the Service Bulletins with 

more Church announcements every Sunday. You can find them on the ALERT pop up 

page or under the “Bulletins” tab on the website: www.christlc.net 

In-Person Sunday School – Phase One: Sunday School is offered “in-person” for 

students in Grades 6-12 at 9:30 a.m. Protocols have been instituted and shared with 

everyone in the September and the October Shepherd’s Staff. In-person Sunday 

school for students in Pre-K through Grade 5 will begin on a date to be determined. 

“In-Person” Bible Studies – Don’t forget, we have “in-person” Bible Study options 

for our Parish family: 1) Sunday 9:30 a.m. 2) Tuesday 10:30 a.m. 3) Wednesday 

Women’s Bible Study 5:30 p.m. 4) Friday Men’s Bible Study 6 a.m.  Choose one or 

two or three and come join us. 

Construction: The water company is upgrading the lines in front of the church. 

Today (Friday) they have our church exit closed. Hopefully by Sunday they will have 

both the exit and the entrance opened. If not, please use just the entrance to come into 

and exit the parking lot. 

Thank You: For continuing to remember your church in prayer and offerings. God 

continues to richly bless Christ Lutheran through you. God bless you all. 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
http://www.christlc.net/


PRAYER – Dear Lord Jesus, bless and preserve our nation, our church, and our 

families. Strengthen us steadfast in your Word. Guard and protect our loved ones. We 

ask this in Your name. Amen. 

  

Every blessing, brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Pastor Arnold 


