
Email from 7/02/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: July 2nd – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church-family, 

A Blessed July 4th weekend to you all. God has blessed us to live in this country of 

ours. Yes, it has its warts, but we are truly blessed to live in the United States of 

America. Our freedom is not free. It comes at a cost… for both the kingdom we live 

in now and the kingdom of heaven to come. 

Back in the late fall of 2004 a member of the congregation I served in Millstadt, 

Illinois was killed in the line of duty in Iraq. This young man was the first foreign 

casualty from Millstadt since World War II. The funeral was huge. Dignitaries from 

all over came to pay their respects. When it came time for the funeral procession all 

the town’s elementary school students and teachers lined the street and held up flags 

and banners. This indeed was a moving and emotional experience. This indeed was a 

heart-felt tribute to a hero. Marine Corporal Matthew Wyatt died while serving and 

protecting his country. 

When a loved one is lost, it’s always an emotional experience. It was no different on 

that day of the funeral. More people came than could fit into the relatively small 

sanctuary at Trinity Lutheran Church. But even in moments of sorrow and despair, 

there were also smiles and feelings of joy. The funeral service was filled with stories 

of good times, the singing of joyful hymns, and most importantly, the message of 

hope and salvation in Jesus Christ. Even in this time of great heart-ache and distress 

over the loss of a young marine corporal, a friend, a brother, a son and a grandson, 

there was celebration. A funeral for a life given in service to preserve the freedom for 

others was difficult but indeed a time to celebrate. 

Here’s something else worth celebrating today and everyday – the freedom fought for 

and won by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on the cross. Jesus conquered an enemy 

far greater and more powerful than anything we will ever face. He conquered sin, 

death, and the devil, not with a sword, but with His life. His death means the undoing 

of these three superpowers. Because of the fight He fought for us by dying on the 

cross we now have a special protection. We have the “full armor of God so that we 

can take our stand against the devil’s schemes” (Eph 6:11). God has given us this 

protection that will never fail. As we are clothed with the garments purchased by His 

precious blood, we have a shield that is indestructible. 

So, for our celebration of Independence Day this weekend, don’t forget – there was a 

high price paid by many for this “special day” to become a reality. Also, don’t forget, 

that on another “special day,” that is Easter Sunday our “Eternal Independence” was 



exposed to the world with our Savior’s resurrection and announcement that the power 

of sin, death, and the devil have been conquered. This year for our 4th of July 

celebration remember those who fought for our “Independence.” Remember, also, our 

Savior’s fight with His life – and our eternal victory. 

  

  

ATTENTION: There will be no Friday Church-Wide email on July 9th. The next 

email update will be July 16th. We plan to continue email updates through the 

summer. 

ATTENTION ATTENTION: We will no longer livestream Sunday morning Adult 

Bible Study (9:30 a.m.). Livestream for Sunday morning Divine Service at 10:45 a.m. 

will continue through the summer. We would like to thank Becki Graham for her hard 

work and dedication to making the Bible Study livestream happen. Becki will 

continue to handle a majority of the camera and video posting duties for worship. We 

can’t thank you enough, Becki. You are a true blessing. 

THIS SUNDAY (July 4th) we will be “gifted” with a musical offering by Kendyll 

Fredde and Andrea Arnold. They will be playing a piano duet for the prelude. We are 

blessed to have so many talented members who add to our worship experience. 

To all Ladies (High School and above) of Christ Lutheran Church. It is time (way 

past time) for us to have a Women's Retreat. Plans are being made to have the retreat 

this fall. Please take the survey below, or on a paper one by the Ephphatha Room to 

help decide which weekend and where to have it. The theme for this retreat is "Be 

Still and Know". Looking forward to unpacking with you the promises found in Psalm 

46 that are fulfilled in Christ. If you have any questions please see Andrea Arnold, Jan 

Turner or Kelly Henrichs. Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SVP5GPH 

Vacation Bible School: God’s Wonder Lab – August 9-12 (9 a.m. - 11:30a.m.) Do 

you know any families who would like to attend VBS this year? Direct them to 

Deacon or Janessa Hackworth at 816-809-7338. Registration forms are in The 

Shepherd’s Staff and at church, as well as on our church website. 

Organ Fund Campaign – We are pleased to announce that we have received over 

$65,000 in donations and pledges toward the Organ Fund. We are getting close to our 

$88,578 goal. We are so blessed! Please see the display in the Narthex. There is a 

chart that shows how you can “purchase a key on the organ” with your donation. 

There are 215 keys (including the pedals) on the organ. This means that each key is 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SVP5GPH


$412. Would you please consider purchasing a key for our new organ? Perhaps two or 

three? See the June issue of The Shepherd’s Staff for more details. UPDATE: We 

plan to place our initial order for the organ TODAY! We are told that it is possible our 

new organ will be ready for installation by October. This is exciting news! We will 

keep everyone posted. We still need donations to reach our goal for the total price. 

Higher Things Youth Conference Trip is Twenty-one Days Away: Contact 

Deacon with final questions. Our group will need to be ready with vehicles loaded at 

1:00 PM on Friday, July 23. Our return date and time will be Saturday, July 31 at 

approximately 4:00 PM. 

We are still looking for a Middle School Sunday School teacher. PLEASE 

consider joining the Sunday School Staff as a teacher for our Grades 6-7. Our children 

and families are returning and are in great need of having the same Sunday morning 

experience as all others have had. PLEASE contact Deacon. 

Sunday School for Everyone Now! In-person Sunday School for students in Grades 

Pre-K thru Grade 5 begins at 9:30 AM. Grades 6 and up begin at 9:15 AM. Sunday 

School lessons can be requested for those unable to attend in-person, but the physical 

presence of our children…in community with others their age…is highly sought. The 

weekly lessons will no longer appear on our church website. “See you on Sundays!” 

Action Team is assembling care items such as travel size lotion, shampoo, 

conditioner, etc., to put into cloth bags they've sewn which will be carried by Police 

officers in the abducted children's unit. All donations are greatly appreciated. You can 

put your donations on the round table in the Ephphatha Room. If you have any 

questions, please contact Lynda Reinert (816-741-9296). 

We have more blankets that need to be tied. If you are interested in helping, please 

take them from the Ephphatha Room and bring them back when you are done. 

Thanks! 

Men’s Dart Ball Begins this Fall: We are putting together a league for 2021-22 

comprised of CLC members and their invited friends. Won’t you join us? We will 

meet in the Ephphatha Room on the 2nd Thursday of each month beginning in 

September. Want to know more or sign up? See Deacon. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w


ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service 

(10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, 

you can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

DON’T FORGET… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Summer Vacation Time… so don’t forget… if you go out of town, pastor can find a 

local church for you to attend. Can’t make it to church while away? Remember, we 

have Wednesday evening Service here at 7 p.m. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit bless and preserve you always. Amen. 

  

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

