
Email from 6/25/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: June 25th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-Family 

Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but 

God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they 

are today. Genesis 50:20 

How is greatness measured? Some may say go down to Ward Parkway and gander at 

the impressive homes. Those inside have made a name for themselves. They have 

greatness. The mortgage company might measure greatness by credit rating. Others 

might measure greatness by a high office one might hold in a large downtown 

business or even a high political office. How about a teen-ager’s popularity or good 

grades, academic degrees or an impressive sounding title? 

Oh, there are all sorts of ways to measure greatness. Not one of the aforementioned 

standards are really all that important in the grand scheme of things. You see, there 

are many twisted standards by which people measure greatness. God’s people are 

engaged in these pursuits all the time. And if we believe these are the measure of true 

greatness, then we have a lot to learn. 

“When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph 

holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” Behind 

this troubled and anxious statement of Joseph’s brothers stands the history which sets 

the stage for the measurement of Joseph’s greatness. 

Many years before this moment in our text the brothers of Joseph, the sons of Jacob, 

spun plans of throwing Joseph in a deep hole and somehow get rid of him. Rueben, 

the oldest, talked his brothers out of murder. Instead, they sold him to merchant-

travelers. The many years it had been since that incident had not dimmed their 

memories. They figured it wouldn’t have dimmed Joseph’s either. That is why they 

told this lie. There is no greatness measured by this moment for the brothers of 

Joseph. They did all they could – even lied – to show how they would submit to the 

greatness of Joseph instead. 

What is very interesting for the sake of this situation in the early history of the people 

of Israel is that there were words repeated by Joseph to his brothers that their father 

had spoken years before. In all their fears of what their brother would do to them, 

Joseph put their fears to bed by demonstrating where true greatness resides. He said to 

his brothers, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?” A statement like that shows 

greatness. A statement like that puts the one who is in charge – in charge. 



No man is as great as our Lord Jesus. He is greater than all because He saves all. He 

gave His life so that ALL may have eternal life. So, how do we measure greatness? 

By looking at the cross and knowing that Jesus loved us to death. Thanks be to God. 

  

To all Ladies (High School and above) of Christ Lutheran Church. It is time (way 

past time) for us to have a Women's Retreat. Plans are being made to have the retreat 

this fall. Please take the survey below, or find a paper one by the Ephphatha Room to 

help decide what weekend and where to have it. The theme for this retreat is "Be Still 

and Know". Looking forward to unpacking with you the promises found in Psalm 46 

that are fulfilled in Christ. If you have any questions please see Andrea Arnold, Jan 

Turner or Kelly Henrichs. Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SVP5GPH 

Vacation Bible School: God’s Wonder Lab – August 9-12 (9 a.m. -11:30a.m.) Do 

you know any families who would like to attend VBS this year? Direct them to 

Deacon or Janessa Hackworth at 816-809-7338. Registration forms are in The 

Shepherd’s Staff and at church, as well as on our website. 

June Changes to COVID-19 Protocols: 

1. You no longer need to sign-up to attend Services. 

2. We now dismiss the congregation at the end of the Service from the front 

pew going towards the back. 

3. Attendance Sheets (Record of Fellowship) have returned to the pews. 

4. The current seating arrangement in the sanctuary will continue. 

5. The hymnals are back in the pews. Printed orders of the Service will still be 

available for the time being. There will also be a separate Order of Service 

sheet for all those who wish to use your hymnal instead of the printed version 

of the bulletin. 

6. We will return to using the Communion Rail for receiving Holy Communion. 

Members will have the option standing or kneeling. For distribution, both 

rails will be socially-distanced. Both tables will be communed and dismissed 

in sequence. The option for Common Cup and Intinction Cup remains for 

now. 

7. Offerings will continue to be placed in the offering plates in the Narthex for 

now; they will be brought to the altar during the Service. 

8. For the Wednesday evening Service, we continue to strongly encourage the 

use of masks during Service through the month of June. 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SVP5GPH


Organ Fund Campaign – We are pleased to announce that we have received over 

$62,000 in donations and pledges toward the Organ Fund. We are getting close to our 

$88,578 goal. We are so blessed! Please see the display in the Narthex. There is a 

chart that shows how you can “purchase a key on the organ” with your donation. 

There are 215 keys (including the pedals) on the organ. This means that each key is 

$412. Would you please consider purchasing a key for our new organ? Perhaps two or 

three? See the June issue of The Shepherd’s Staff for more details. 

We are still looking for a Middle School Sunday School teacher. PLEASE 

consider joining the Sunday School Staff as a teacher for our Grades 6-7. Our children 

and families are returning and are in great need of having the same Sunday morning 

experience as all others have had. PLEASE contact Deacon. 

Sunday School for Everyone Now! In-person Sunday School for students in Grades 

Pre-K thru Grade 5 begins at 9:30 AM. Grades 6 and up begin at 9:15 AM. Sunday 

School lessons can be requested for those unable to attend in-person, but the physical 

presence of our children…in community with others their age…is highly sought. The 

weekly lessons will no longer appear on our church website. “See you on Sundays!” 

MLA is seeking a School Administrative Assistant to begin in early July. The 

administrative assistant supports the school, collaborates with others, is a liaison to 

supporting ministries, and exhibits Christ-like behavior. For more information please 

contact Scott Dixon at sdixon@mlakc.com. School Administrative Assistant 

Description 

Action Team is assembling care items such as travel size lotion, shampoo, 

conditioner, etc., to put into cloth bags they've sewn which will be carried by Police 

officers in the abducted children's unit. All donations are greatly appreciated. You can 

put your donations on the round table in the Ephphatha Room. If you have any 

questions, please contact Lynda Reinert (816-741-9296). 

Men’s Dart Ball Begins this Fall: We are putting together a league for 2021-22 

comprised of CLC members and their invited friends. Won’t you join us? We will 

meet in the Ephphatha Room on the 2nd Thursday of each month beginning in 

September. Want to know more or sign up? See Deacon. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Divine Service 

(10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, 

mailto:sdixon@mlakc.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gL_rqeqU2x678ZaboBRZUeV4scOLBaWjJSLpHCDa5Wo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gL_rqeqU2x678ZaboBRZUeV4scOLBaWjJSLpHCDa5Wo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods


you can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. Starting this Sunday, 

June 27th, we will no longer be livestreaming our Sunday morning Bible study. 

Previous Sunday morning Bible studies will stay on our Vimeo page, but new ones 

won't be added. 

DON’T FORGET… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Summer Vacation Time… so don’t forget… if you go out of town, pastor can find a 

local church for you to attend. Can’t make it to church while away? Remember, we 

have Wednesday evening Service here at 7 p.m. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit bless and preserve you always. Amen. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

http://www.christlc.net/

