
Email from 6/18/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: June 18th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

The following devotion was written by Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz who is the Director of 

the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty in Washington D.C.: 

Today’s verses are 2nd Corinthians 5:19-20, where St. Paul says, 

That God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not counting man’s 

sins again them. And He has committed to us this ministry of reconciliation, for we 

are God’s ambassadors, as though He were making His appeal through us, be 

reconciled to God! 
 

BRIDGED GAP, STANDING IN THE GAP! 
In Washington, D.C., it is truly something miraculous when people can bridge the gap 

between the great divides in our culture without demeaning what is precious to us in 

the process. In fact, it’s virtually impossible today. Why? Because in life in general, 

people more and more treat others as enemies to be vanquished rather than people to 

be loved and served. And politics, at its core, is ultimately not about service, but 

power. Oh, people speak about a “benevolent” government, but when you can tax 

people, garnish wages, and demand obedience, that’s power. When you can force 

people to do what you demand that they do, that’s power. True reconciliation of 

disparate people is a rare and miraculous thing in our lives in general, especially here 

in our nation’s Capital. 

And that’s why our verses for today are so wonderful. There is a miraculous 

reconciliation that we can know and receive in our lives. And, yes, it can transform 

our lives, our relationships, and even our communities by extension. The message of 

the Gospel quite literally bridges sinful humanity’s gap with God by reconciling us 

back to God. And here’s what will really blow you away: It didn’t happen by power, 

coercion or pressure (That’s why even “good” government can’t save us, and even our 

best “policies” are never going to reconcile us where it really matters). No, the God of 

Scripture, who is righteous, holy, and even all-powerful, miraculously reconciled a 

sinful, rebellious world back to Himself through service, sacrifice, and mercy. God 

has done all that in Jesus Christ for you and me. 

So, think about it today. You have been reconciled to God, despite your sin and guilt. 

You have been given a new lease on life, even though your own efforts testify to your 

heart that you don’t really deserve it. And you’ve been given an eternal “retirement” 

plan that is as sure and certain as the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. How 

about putting that perspective to work in your life? Get up every day and tell yourself 

the truth, “I am a redeemed and reconciled child of God.” Then, with that perspective 

on life, begin to take up the challenge of living graciously towards others in the same 



way He has toward you. Realize that the very reconciling power of God that drew you 

close again to Him is available to you and then through you as you prayerfully serve 

others the way that He has served you. Let faith in Christ “bridge the gap” in your 

relationships and may that faith give you strength and power to “stand in the gap” for 

others so that they might know His love too. Let that testimony be a reality in your life 

to bless you and those around you every day. 

  

Last week after the 10:45 service, Christ Lutheran Church welcomed Noah David 

Verner Buchholz and Emmalynn James Verner Buchholz as baptized children of God. 

Prayers of thanksgiving for the many members and friends who have kept Noah, 

Emmalynn, and Rachel in their prayers these past several years. To God be the glory! 

Baptism now saves you! 

Interested in volunteering for VBS? We will be having a meeting for volunteers this 

coming Monday, June 21st at 7:00pm. This will be an organizational meeting and a 

chance to get to know everyone! Volunteers are still needed for classroom helpers, 

teachers, and station leaders and helpers. Contact Janessa Hackworth at (816) 809-

7338 if interested. 

June Changes to COVID-19 Protocols: 

1. You no longer need to sign-up to attend Services. 
2. We now dismiss the congregation at the end of the Service from the front 

pew going towards the back. 
3. Attendance Sheets (Record of Fellowship) have returned to the pews. 
4. The current seating arrangement in the sanctuary will continue. 
5. The hymnals are back in the pews. Printed orders of the Service will still be 

available for the time being. There will also be a separate Order of Service 
sheet for tall those who wish to use your hymnal instead of the printed 
version of the bulletin. 

6. We will return to using the Communion Rail for receiving Holy Communion. 
Members will have the option standing or kneeling. For distribution, both 
rails will be socially-distanced. Both tables will be communed and dismissed 
in sequence. The option for Common Cup and Intinction Cup remains for 
now. 

7. Offerings will continue to be placed in the offering plates in the Narthex for 
now; they will be brought to the altar during the Service. 

8. For the Wednesday evening Service, we continue to strongly encourage the 
use of masks during Service through the month of June. 



  

To all Ladies (High School and above) of Christ Lutheran Church. It is time (way 

past time) for us to have a Women's Retreat. Plans are being made to have the retreat 

this fall. Please take the survey through the link below, or use a paper one (located by 

the Ephphatha Room) to help decide what weekend and where to have it. The theme 

for this retreat is "Be Still and Know". Looking forward to unpacking with you the 

promises found in Psalm 46 that are fulfilled in Christ. If you have any questions 

please see Andrea Arnold, Jan Turner or Kelly Henrichs. 

Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SVP5GPH 

Organ Fund Campaign – We are pleased to announce that we have received almost 

$60,000 in donations and pledges toward the Organ Fund. We are getting close to our 

$88,578 goal. We are so blessed! Please see the display in the Narthex. There is a 

chart that shows how you can “purchase a key on the organ” with your donation. 

There are 215 keys (including the pedals) on the organ. This means that each key is 

$412. Would you please consider purchasing a key for our new organ? Perhaps two or 

three? See the June issue of The Shepherd’s Staff for more details. 

Two Sunday School Teachers Sought: PLEASE consider joining the Sunday School 

Staff as a teacher for Grades 1-2 or as a teacher for Grades 6-7. Our children and 

families are returning and are in great need of having the same Sunday morning 

experience as all others have had. PLEASE contact Deacon. 

Sunday School for Everyone Now! In-person Sunday School for students in Grades 

Pre-K thru Grade 5 begins at 9:30 AM. Grades 6 and up begin at 9:15 AM. Sunday 

School lessons can be requested for those unable to attend in-person, but the physical 

presence of our children…in community with others their age…is highly sought. The 

weekly lessons will no longer appear on our church website. “See you on Sundays!” 

MLA is seeking a School Administrative Assistant to begin in early July. The 

administrative assistant supports the school, collaborates with others, is a liaison to 

supporting ministries, and exhibits Christ-like behavior. For more information please 

contact Scott Dixon at sdixon@mlakc.com. School Administrative Assistant 

Description 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study 

(9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SVP5GPH
mailto:sdixon@mlakc.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gL_rqeqU2x678ZaboBRZUeV4scOLBaWjJSLpHCDa5Wo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gL_rqeqU2x678ZaboBRZUeV4scOLBaWjJSLpHCDa5Wo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/


2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Service. 

DON’T FORGET… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Summer Vacation Time… so don’t forget… if you go out of town, pastor can find a 

local church for you to attend. Can’t make it to church while away? Remember, we 

have Wednesday evening Service here at 7 p.m. 

PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for the power of the Gospel that reconciles the 

world back to You through Your cross and resurrection. By Your Holy Spirit, give me 

faith to trust that message for my life and then courage to put that reconciling power 

to work for others. Amen. 

God’s peace and strength remain with you today and forever more. 

In Christ, Pastor Arnold 

https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

