
Email from 6/04/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: June 4th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-Family, 

“But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good 

things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things… besides all this, between us and you a 

great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may 

not be able , and none may cross from there to us’” (Luke 16:25-26). 

Alton, Illinois, the place where I was born, is a historic town with many old buildings 

and streets composed of brick and cobblestone instead of pavement. The Lewis and 

Clark Bridge that spans the Mississippi into Alton is impressive too. The bridge is 

sometimes referred to as the Super Bridge because its construction was featured in 

a NOVA documentary entitled Super Bridge, which highlighted the challenges of 

building this particular bridge, especially during the Great Flood of 1993. It cost $85 

million to construct and has a unique design with the pillars of the bridge in the center 

and the cables coming out over the bridge toward the sides. This bridge is an 

impressive 108 feet wide which replaced the former bridge that was only 20 feet wide. 

The “old Clark Bridge” was so narrow and dangerous that when I was a teenager, my 

mom and dad would not let me drive across it. It had a dangerous curve in it and if 

you met a truck coming from the other direction, watch out! When I think of bridges, 

that bridge, for me, always comes to mind. 

The rich man in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) tells us a lot 

about bridges. He tells us about physical bridges (without realizing it) and then later 

on, quite explicitly, about spiritual bridges. However, there was a great chasm 

between the rich man and Lazarus. It was wealth. Jesus once said, “It is much harder 

for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle” (Mark 10:25). Why is it so difficult for people with so much of the world’s 

goods to enter God’s kingdom? Not simply because they are rich, but because the 

possession of the goods of this world, or the desire to gain them, often replace the 

desire for the one thing needful… the love of Jesus… and also the great needs of 

others that are around them. 

There was no bridge to God’s kingdom for the rich man. He built his bridges over the 

needs of others and apart from the love of Jesus in this world. There is a bridge for 

Lazarus. He trusted in what is more. The more is what Christ earned for him. The 

more is what the faithful have and what we put our hope in as Christians today. Don’t 

be the rich man. And understand that if you are Lazarus, in whichever way, you are 

loved by God who has you store up treasures in heaven where moth and rust cannot 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_NOVA_episodes#Season_25:_1997%E2%80%931998
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Flood_of_1993


destroy. This treasure came down from heaven for you. His name is Jesus. He is 

yours. 

  

June Changes to COVID-19 Protocols: 

1. Beginning this Sunday (June 6th) we will no longer make use of online sign-

ups. 

2. We will now dismiss the congregation at the end of the Service from the front 

pew going towards the back. 

3. Attendance Sheets (Record of Fellowship) will return to the pews. 

4. The current seating arrangement in the sanctuary will continue. 

5. We will return the hymnals to the pews. Printed orders of the Service will 

still be available for the time being. 

6. We will return to using the Communion Rail for receiving Holy Communion. 

Members will have the option standing or kneeling. For distribution, both 

rails will be socially-distanced. Both tables will be communed and dismissed 

in sequence. The option for Common Cup and Intinction Cup remains for 

now. 

7. Offerings will continue to be placed in the offering plates in the Narthex for 

now; they will be brought to the altar during the Service. 

8. For the Wednesday evening Service, we continue to strongly encourage the 

use of masks during Service through the month of June. 

  

OASIS would like to invite you to join them and tour ‘Auschwitz’ (Holocaust 

exhibition) at the Union Station on Friday, June 25 at 1:00pm. (Gathering outside the 

entrance to the exhibit at 12:50). Senior tickets are $19 plus fees and taxes. Parking 

can be as much as $15 depending on where you park and how long you stay. The 

exhibit is open until 6:00pm. For tickets or information please see the Union Station 

website or call 816-460-2020. Please speak to Lynda Reinert with any questions. 

Organ Fund Campaign -- For the last couple of months the Elders Committee and 

Board of Directors have been discussing the purchase of a new organ for our 

sanctuary. 

Why a new organ? 

30 years ago Christ Lutheran Church embarked on a fundraising campaign to raise 

money to purchase a new organ for our sanctuary. Our current organ has added 

https://unionstation.org/event/auschwitz/
https://unionstation.org/event/auschwitz/


beautiful music to the Divine Service and has performed faithfully for many years. 

However, in recent times the organ has started to show its age as more parts break and 

need service. Unfortunately, since it’s an electronic organ, many of the parts are not 

made by the Allen Company any longer and are beginning to be much harder to 

acquire. The old technology of our current organ is not “upgradable” either. The 

memory function which includes all the tones, sounds and presets cannot be 

expanded. 

How will we fund it? 

The Directors and Elders have suggested a fund raising campaign to fund the new 

organ. We are blessed to already have $32,000 committed to the campaign. The organ 

we wish to purchase is $88,578 (with Anniversary and special pricing discounts we 

will receive). The original retail price before discounts and trade-in is $119,137. 

Please see The Shepherd’s Staff and our new display in the Narthex at church for 

more details. Offering envelopes for donations are available at church. You may place 

your donation in the basket on the display table or give it to Pastor Arnold or Froiland. 

Thank you so much for your support. God bless. 

Volunteers needed! We’re getting ready for a great Vacation Bible School August 

9th-12th. It is our prayer that God has VBS in His plan for your life! We know Jesus 

will work through YOU at VBS. Would you prayerfully consider serving at VBS? 

Contact Janessa Hackworth at (816) 809-7338 or Rachel Almstedt at (816) 728-3599. 

Men’s Dart Ball Begins This Fall: A Men’s Dart Ball League will be forming soon. 

For 2021-2022 the league will be comprised of CLC members and their invited 

friends, with all games being played in our Ephphatha Room, on the second 

Thursdays of September-October-November-December-January-February with the 

concluding “CLC Dart Ball World Series” on Sunday, February 27, 2022. Four Team 

Captains are being sought and those four captains will DRAFT their teams in early 

September. Sign-up on the poster inside the Fellowship Commons if you would like to 

participate. For those wishing to invite others outside of CLC, be sure to place those 

names on the poster too. Care will be taken to “draft” those invitees onto your team. 

So that the draft goes smoothly, sign-ups need to be done by Labor Day. Please sign-

up even if you know that you cannot be present at all game nights. Dart Ball is like a 

men’s church softball league without weather postponements and without injuries! 16 

and older please. Dart Ball is real. 

In-Person Sunday School for Pre-K / Kindergarten Coming SUNDAY!: In-person 

Sunday School for our children age 3 thru Kindergarten is set to return on Sunday! 

Thank you, Leanne Hilligas, for your upcoming service. An aide is also being sought 



for the young children in that classroom. Please contact Deacon if you are willing to 

help. 

We have more blankets that need to be tied. If you are interested in helping, please 

take them from the Ephphatha Room and bring them back when you are done. 

Thanks! 

The Grounds Crew is looking for additional volunteers to help mow the church 

grounds. Volunteer crews are responsible for mowing the lawn of the church and two 

parsonages once every 5 weeks. Church supplies the equipment and usually requires a 

2-3 hour time commitment each time you mow. We currently have four 3-man crews. 

Please contact Dan Jones at 913-238-9908 if you are interested. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible 

study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Service. 

Prayer – Dear Heavenly Father, bless our families. Keep our children safe. Keep 

them gripped in the faith. Bless our loved ones in faraway places. Grant healing to the 

sick and comfort to the poor in spirit. In Jesus name, Amen. 

Every blessing to you and yours, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods

