
Email from 5/28/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: May 28th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

“And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 

wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, ‘you heard from me; for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.’” Acts 1:4-5 

The narratives of the Scriptures show Christians that there are times for waiting and 

times for action. The Sabbath, itself, was a time for waiting, praying, and resting in 

the Lord! Prior to His passion, our Lord prepared His disciples for His departure with 

His teaching and telling them to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit. At His 

Ascension, Christ tells them to wait in Jerusalem until they receive power from the 

Holy Spirit. After the coming of the Spirit, the waiting will be over, and they will be 

sent as witnesses to the end of the earth. 

While the last year has been frustrating in many ways, it has also provided a time for 

waiting, praying, and resting in the Lord. Time spent in traffic for some was replaced 

with time spent in God’s Word. Waiting for the Lord’s time led many to turn to God 

in prayer. In spite of all of the hardships and difficulties that many faced this year, our 

good and gracious God has heard our prayers and has kept His promise that His Word 

would not return to Him empty. It would now appear that our period of waiting is 

coming to an end and like the Church at Pentecost, God fulfills His promise through 

the faithful bearing witness to Christ to the ends of the earth. 

As our Lord once again sends His Church forth into action, it is good to be reminded 

in Acts chapters 1 and 2 of what our Lord would accomplish. When the Church of 

Jerusalem was gathering in this upper room (1:13), there were about 120 who made 

up their company of believers. However, just ten days later, when the Holy Spirit 

came upon the disciples, they began telling them the mighty works of God in their 

native languages. Once again as promised God’s Word did not return to Him empty 

and about three thousand were added to their number. Our prayer is that God would 

send forth His Church in these dark and latter days to bear witness to Christ wherever 

we live and move and have our being and by the Spirit’s action many more may be 

added to our number. It is a good thing for the people of God to wait on the Lord, but 

we pray that God would use us as His willing instruments and work through us to bear 

Christ and His word to the end of the earth. 

  



Trinity Sunday – This Sunday marks the celebration of the Holy Trinity. It also 

marks the end of the first half of the Church Year. The festivals of the first half 

commemorate past historic events (like the birth of Jesus at Christmas and His 

resurrection on Easter). This festival differs radically in that it is an expression of a 

great doctrine. It comprehends all the teaching in the historic events and in an 

expression of the Church’s adoring worship of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. 

This Sunday at our 8 a.m. Service, we welcome Shirley Small, the mother of our 

own Kelly Heinen into our parish family by way of transfer from St. Matthew 

Lutheran in Lees Summit. Be sure to introduce yourself to her. 

Reminder… June Changes to Worship Protocols. We will no longer make use of 

online sign-ups. The current seating arrangement in the sanctuary will continue. We 

will return the hymnals in the pews. Printed orders of the Service will still be available 

for the time being. We will return to using the Communion rail. For Holy 

Communion, both rails will be socially-distanced. Both tables will be communed and 

dismissed in sequence. The option for Common Cup and Intinction Cup remains for 

now. Offerings will continue to be placed in the offering plates in the Narthex for 

now; they will be brought to the altar during the Service. For the Wednesday evening 

Service, we continue to ask that you wear your mask during Service through the 

month of June. 

Grounds Crew is looking for additional volunteers to help mow the church 

grounds. Volunteer crews are responsible for mowing the lawn of the church and two 

parsonages once every 5 weeks. Church supplies the equipment and usually requires a 

2-3 hour time commitment each time you mow. We currently have four 3-man crews. 

Please contact Dan Jones at 913-238-9908 if you are interested. 

Volunteers needed! We’re getting ready for a great Vacation Bible School August 

9th-12th. It is our prayer that God has VBS in His plan for your life! We know Jesus 

will work through YOU at VBS. Would you prayerfully consider serving at VBS? 

Contact Janessa Hackworth at (816) 809-7338 or Rachel Almstedt at (816) 728-3599. 

Men’s Dart Ball Begins This Fall: A Men’s Dart Ball League will be forming soon. 

For 2021-2022 the league will be comprised of CLC members and their invited 

friends, with all games being played in our Ephphatha Room, on the second 

Thursdays of September-October-November-December-January-February with the 

concluding “CLC Dart Ball World Series” on Sunday, February 27, 2022. Four Team 

Captains are being sought and those four captains will DRAFT their teams in early 

September. Sign-up on the poster in the Fellowship Commons if you would like to 

participate. For those wishing to invite others outside of CLC, be sure to place those 



names on the poster too. Care will be taken to “draft” those invitees onto your team. 

So that the draft goes smoothly, sign-ups need to be done by Labor Day. Please sign-

up even if you know that you cannot be present at all game nights. Dart Ball is like a 

men’s church softball league without weather postponements and without injuries! 16 

and older please. Dart Ball is real. 

In-Person Sunday School for Pre-K / Kindergarten Coming SOON!: In-person 

Sunday School for our children age 3 thru Kindergarten is set to return on Sunday, 

June 6! Thank you, Leanne Hilligas, for your upcoming service. An aide is also being 

sought for the young children in that classroom. Please contact Deacon if you are 

willing to help. 

Daily Devotion on YouTube: Video devotions continue on Wednesdays and Fridays 

each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube page or tune in on Facebook. 

Here is our YouTube page. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible 

study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services 

Prayer – Almighty God, grant to Your Church to witness that in Christ, You have 

reconciled us to Yourself. Grant that by Your Holy Spirit, we may proclaim the good 

news of Your salvation so that all who hear it may receive the gift of salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen 

In Christ, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods

