
Email from 5/21/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: May 21st – from Pastor Arnold 

After our Lord ascended to heaven and entered into His glory, He sent the Holy Spirit 

upon His disciples on the day of Pentecost. This is a wonderful blessing—the Holy 

Spirit comes to sanctify us (to set us apart, to make us holy) in addition to the Son of 

God already redeeming us. Frankly, all the bitter suffering of Christ and His glorious 

resurrection would not count for much for us if it weren’t shared. What’s the good of 

a hidden treasure? What’s the good of a package that’s never delivered? 

So our merciful Heavenly Father had not only brought about our salvation in the 

passion of His Son, but also revealed and delivered this chief blessing to us and 

caused it to take effect in our lives. God withholds nothing from us, but sends both 

His Son and Spirit to provide salvation for us poor miserable sinners. 

The Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples when they were all gathered together in 

one place; they were united in the faith and made one in God’s love. He does the same 

for us today—joined together in our parish-family to one another. The devil is the 

author of disunity; he strives to deepen the gulf between us and God. He strives to 

deepen the gulf between us and each other by dividing us. But as the Holy Spirit 

united the Divine and Human in Christ Jesus, so God is united once again with man 

by this same Holy Spirit. 

As we have the Holy Spirit, we are ready to serve all who need our help. We shine our 

light of God’s grace as far as we can. We spend ourselves for the good of others all 

because God spent Himself for us. For so many and so great gifts, let the Holy Spirit 

with the Father and the Son be praised and magnified forever. 

   

Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday – We are blessed to have four youth confirmands 

join us through the rite of confirmation at the 10:45 a.m. Service. Our Bell Choir will 

be playing as well. 

Please join us between services at 9:30 a.m. for a reception for our confirmands in 

the Ephphatha Room. We thank the Fellowship committee for providing the cake and 

punch and hosting the reception. 

This past Saturday, we released the following email statement: New developments 

have occurred regarding the Kansas City, MO indoor mask mandates. Mayor Lucas 

states: “Effective Friday at noon, Kansas City will no longer require face masks 

indoors.” Throughout the pandemic, Christ Lutheran has tried to maintain consistency 



with city/county orders. Therefore, the pastors in consultation with the Elders 

Committee have decided to rescind the mask requirement for church Services and 

activities during the week. However, in light of these new orders, we do strongly 

recommend the following: 

1. We still encourage masks be worn while entering and exiting the building. 

2. We encourage masks be worn while moving about the sanctuary (for 

example, coming up to take Holy Communion) 

3. We encourage members to maintain social distancing while seated in the 

sanctuary. Reminder, the pulpit side and overflow are spaced accordingly. 

4. Wednesday Evening Worship: We STRONGLY encourage members to wear 

masks for the duration of the entire Service. Reminder, the smaller numbers 

at Wednesday evening Services make it much easier to socially distance. 

Reminder… June Changes to Worship Protocols. We will no longer make use of 

online sign-ups. The current seating arrangement in the sanctuary will continue. We 

will return the hymnals in the pews. Printed orders of the Service will still be 

available. We will return to using the Communion rail. For Holy Communion, both 

rails will be socially-distanced. Both tables will be communed and dismissed in 

sequence. The option for Common Cup and Intinction Cup remains for now. 

Offerings will continue to be placed in the offering plates in the Narthex for now; they 

will be brought to the altar during the service. For the Wednesday evening Service, we 

continue to ask that you wear your mask during Service through the month of June. 

Sunday School for Grades 1–5 and Grades 6-Up: In-person Sunday School for 

students in Grades 1–5 begins at 9:30 AM. Grades 6 and up begin at 9:15 AM. For 

those still not attending in-person – Children from Pre-K thru Grade 5 have the chance 

to view a lesson introduction video and also download a lesson/activity page from our 

congregation’s website, www.christlc.net. Sunday’s lesson – from Unit 6 – GOD 

RESTORES HIS PEOPLE: “The Promising Prophet – Isaiah”. 

In-Person Sunday School for Pre-K / Kindergarten Coming SOON!: In-person 

Sunday School for our children age 3 thru Kindergarten is set to return on Sunday, 

June 6! Thank you, Leanne Hilligas, for your upcoming service. An aide is also being 

sought for the young children in that classroom. Please contact Deacon if you are 

willing to help. 

Action Team is assembling care items such as tooth brushes, toothpaste, sample size 

soap, lotion, etc., to put into cloth bags they've sewn which will be put in the trunks of 

the Police Cars in the abducted children's unit. All donations are greatly appreciated. 

You can put your donations on the round table in the Ephphatha Room. If you have 

any questions regarding this project, please contact Lynda Reinert at 816-741-9296. 

http://www.christlc.net/


The Grounds Crew is looking for additional volunteers to help mow the church 

grounds. Volunteer crews are responsible for mowing the lawn of the church and two 

parsonages once every 5 weeks. Church supplies the equipment and usually requires a 

2-3 hour time commitment each time you mow. We currently have four 3-man crews. 

Please contact Dan Jones at 913-238-9908 if you are interested. 

May Sign-ups – Please sign up before coming to church by going directly to the sign-

up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the church 

website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You may 

also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

at christlc@christlc.com. As mentioned, the maximum number has been increased to 

130 for each Service. 

Daily Devotion on YouTube: Video devotions continue on Wednesdays and Fridays 

each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube page or tune in on Facebook. 

Here is our YouTube page. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible 

study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study in Ephphatha Room. Join us as we study 1 

Corinthians. There is an accompanying video by renowned scholar, Kenneth E. 

Bailey. Join us for donuts and coffee, time to meet, greet and catch-up on life. Tables 

will be spread out to promote social distancing. We will continue to Livestream Bible 

Study for the time being. This fellowship time begins right after 8 a.m. Service ends 

(about 9 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.). 

Pastor Arnold will be away from the office May 24 – 26 serving as chaplain for a 

DOXOLOGY Respite Retreat in Wichita. 

Prayer – Dear Heavenly Father, bring your peace and strength to our families and 

communities. Guides us and lead us by your ever-present Holy Spirit among us. In 

Jesus name. Amen 

The peace of God which passes all understanding grant your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods

