
Email from 5/14/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: May 14th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

In one of the most well-known of his Reformation writings, The Babylonian Captivity 

of the Church, Martin Luther wrote, “Beware of making any direction in Baptism by 

ascribing the outward part to man and the inward part to God. Ascribe them both to 

God alone and look upon the person administering it as simply the vicarious 

instrument of God.” 

Luther said Jesus baptizes you. Jesus thrust you under the water with his own hands. 

Luther said Jesus is speaking on earth today. He speaks in worship through His Word. 

Preachers proclaim this Word and that Word of God is the Word of life. And now if 

Jesus is doing all this… wouldn’t that just be something?? Is Jesus really this tangible 

and touchable? Is Jesus this present? 

Yesterday was Ascension Day in the Church. We know from God’s Word that Jesus 

has ascended into heaven. Up, up and away He went – out of the sight of those 

assembled that day. Ascension Day is Coronation Day. Every knee already starts 

bowing in heaven, on earth, and even under the earth. Jesus is Lord. In heaven, an 

exciting, majestic celebration of the Feast of Victory is underway forever. With the 

Ascension, Jesus is seated upon His mighty throne in heaven. 

So, why do we say Jesus is still on earth – doing the things like baptizing you and 

speaking to you? Because St. Paul says Jesus, “who descended is the one who also 

ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.” (Eph. 4:10) Jesus 

ascends to fill all things, everywhere, as He is, as a man. He ascends to fill this place, 

this liturgy, and these things—bread and wine. The Ascension did not take Jesus away 

from the earth. Luther got it exactly and profoundly right. He ascended in majesty not 

to leave. The Ascension brought Jesus closer to you. It did not take him farther away 

from you. 

Luther is right. He is right to say that the Lord, sitting in the heavens and at the right 

hand of God (which, by the way, is everywhere), thrust even you under the water with 

His own hands and promises you forgiveness of your sins, speaking to you upon earth 

with a human voice by the mouth of His minister. And, as the small catechism says, 

“We receive absolution… from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but 

firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.” And then other 

words from the small catechism… “Do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s 

forgiveness?” For He does not lie: it is His body; it is His blood on the altar—God 



Himself! Ascended to be present here and everywhere. He is with us always, even to 

the end of the age. 

  

June Changes to Worship Protocols. The Elders Committee passed the following 

changes effective the first Sunday in June. The online sign-up for services will be 

removed. Masks will be required when moving about the church and going to and 

from Holy Communion; masks will be optional when seated in the pew. The Font side 

is designated for non-socially distanced seating without tape between pews. The 

Pulpit side and Overflow room will be designated for socially distanced seating with 

tape remaining on every other pew. We will return the hymnals to the pews. Printed 

orders of service will still be available. We will return to using the Communion rail. 

For Holy Communion, both rails will be socially-distanced. Both tables will be 

communed and dismissed in sequence. The option for Common Cup and Intinction 

Cup remains for now. Offerings will continue to be placed in the offering plates in the 

Narthex for now; they will be brought to the altar during the service. For the 

Wednesday evening Service, we continue to ask that you wear your mask during 

Service through the month of June. 

This Sunday, we are blessed to have Connor Henry play the prelude on the 

euphonium. He will be accompanied by Alice Kennedy on the piano. Thank you, 

Connor and Alice, for your musical offering. Christ Lutheran is certainly blessed with 

beautiful music from our talented members. 

Action Team is assembling care items such as tooth brushes, toothpaste, sample size 

soap, lotion, etc., to put into cloth bags they've sewn which will be put in the trunks of 

the Police Cars in the abducted children's unit. All donations are greatly appreciated. 

You can put your donations on the round table in the Ephphatha Room. If you have 

any questions regarding this project, please contact Lynda Reinert at 816-741-9296. 

Grounds Crew is looking for additional volunteers to help mow the church 

grounds. Volunteer crews are responsible for mowing the lawn of the church and two 

parsonages once every 5 weeks. Church supplies the equipment and usually requires a 

2-3 hour time commitment each time you mow. We currently have four 3-man crews. 

Please contact Dan Jones at 913-238-9908 if you are interested. 

May Sign-ups – Please sign up before coming to church by going directly to the sign-

up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the church 

website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You may 

also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/


at christlc@christlc.com. The maximum number of attendees has been increased to 

130 for each Service. 

Daily Devotion on YouTube: Video devotions continue on Wednesdays and Fridays 

each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube page or tune in on Facebook. 

Here is our YouTube page. 

Access To Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study 

(9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study in Ephphatha Room. Join us as we study 1 

Corinthians. There is an accompanying video by renowned scholar, Kenneth E. 

Bailey. Join us for donuts and coffee, time to meet, greet and catch-up on life. Tables 

will be spread out to promote social distancing. We will continue to Livestream Bible 

Study for the time being. The fellowship time begins right after 8 a.m. Service ends 

(about 9 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.). 

Prayer – Dear Heavenly Father, grant your church every blessing. Keep, guard, and 

protect your people according to your will. Strengthen and encourage your servant 

leaders. Give us courage to live as the people you have called us to be – Christians. In 

Jesus name we pray these things. Amen. 

The Lord bless you and keep you always in His ever-present grace. 

In His Name, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods

