
Email from 5/07/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: May 7th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

Below is a devotion from our District President, Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan. Enjoy. 

  

One of my favorite “tools” to use is my embosser. It is a seal with which I can mark 

books as my own. Any time I get to use it means that I have added a new book to my 

library. We are good at marking our possessions. From the strip of masking tape on 

the bottom of a Tupperware container to the scribbled Sharpie on a ball glove, we 

have learned to mark things as our own. That is what God does in the waters of Holy 

Baptism. 

During the baptismal rite, the pastor traces the sign of the Holy Cross over the head 

and the heart of the child to “mark” the little one “as one redeemed by Christ the 

crucified.” (LSB, p. 268) Then attached to the splash of water is the powerful Word of 

God. By that same Word, all things were brought into being, the storms stilled, the 

sick made whole and the dead raised. As the child is baptized, God places His holy 

name upon the child as a sign of His possession. 

To speak the words of the invocation and make the sign of the cross is to recall that 

we belong to God and that we are precious and valuable to Him. No matter what 

things we have done wrong, our Lord’s love for us was so great that not only would 

He send Christ to the cross on our behalf, but He would also place His name upon us. 

Dr. Luther writes, “Because God’s Word is in Baptism, we cannot attribute power to 

Baptism enough…It is not “Baptized in the name of Peter,” but “in the name of Christ 

or “in the name of God.” (Martin Luther on Holy Baptism, p. 75-76) 

Dear friends in Christ, in a world where identity is such a confused and emotional 

issue, we have the opportunity to put people in mind of their baptism and the fact that 

God has placed His name upon each of them as a seal of the promised inheritance. As 

the late Norman Nagel wrote in the introduction to Lutheran Worship, “Saying back 

to Him what He has said to us, we repeat what is most true and sure. 

Most true and sure is His name, which He put upon us with the water of our Baptism. 

We are His. This we acknowledge at the beginning of the Divine Service. Where His 

name is, there is He.” Our identity is in Christ, His beloved children, purchased and 

won by His death and resurrection and marked with His name. So dear friends, you 

have been sealed with God’s name and you belong to Him! 



  

  

June Changes to Worship Protocols. This week, the Elders Committee passed the 

following changes effective the first Sunday in June. The online sign-up for services 

will be removed. Masks will be required when moving about the church and going to 

and from Holy Communion; masks will be optional when seated in the pew. The Font 

side is designated for non-socially distanced seating without tape between pews 

remaining in place. The Pulpit side and Overflow room will be designated for socially 

distanced seating with tape remaining on every other pew. We will return the hymnals 

in the pews. Printed orders of service will still be available. We will return to using 

the Communion rail. For Holy Communion, both rails will be socially-distanced. Both 

tables will be communed and dismissed in sequence. The option for Common Cup 

and Intinction Cup remains for now. Offerings will continue to be placed in the 

offering plates in the Narthex for now, and then they will be brought to the altar 

during the service. For the Wednesday evening Service, we continue to ask that you 

wear your mask during Service through the month of June. 

A Blessed Mother’s Day (this Sunday) to all our mothers out there. You are a true 

gift from God. 

This Sunday, we welcome August Ryan Hester who will receive the sacrament of 

Holy Baptism at the 8 a.m. Service. August is the son of Jason and Katie Hester. We 

welcome you in the name of the Lord. 

Ascension Day Service: Thursday, May 13th. Do Join us for Ascension Day Service 

with Holy Communion on Thursday the 13th at 7 p.m. There will be NO Wednesday 

evening Church on May 12th. 

Martin Luther Academy is again blessed with student growth and is splitting the 

middle school into individual classes for each grade for the 2021-22 school year. 

MLA is in search of a 7th-grade homeroom teacher who will teach middle school 

English and a few other classes. If you or anyone you know is interested, please 

contact Mr. Dixon at sdixon@mlakc.com or 414-614-6130. Currently, there are 128 

kids enrolled for next year. This is compared to 115 that are enrolled this year. Praise 

be to God. Thank you for all your prayers and support of our school. 

Would you like to help beautify the sanctuary for Pentecost? We will have 

geraniums again this year. If you’d like to purchase one, please put your name on the 

sign-up poster in the Narthex, and put your payment in the envelope provided and put 

mailto:sdixon@mlakc.com


it in the Altar Guild mailbox by the pop machine. You can take your plant home after 

Pentecost, or donate it. 

Action Team is assembling care items such as tooth brushes, toothpaste, sample size 

soap, lotion, etc., to put into cloth bags they've sewn which will be put in the trunks of 

the Police Cars in the abducted children's unit. All donations are greatly appreciated. 

You can put your donations on the round table in the Ephphatha Room. If you have 

any questions regarding this project, please contact Lynda Reinert at 816-741-9296. 

Stewardship – Here is a great little article about our Stewardship (management) of 

God’s precious gifts. I encourage you to take a look. You can access it by 

clicking here. 

May Sign-ups – Please sign up before coming to church by going directly to the sign-

up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the church 

website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You may 

also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

at christlc@christlc.com. The maximum number has been increased to 130 for each 

Service in May. 

Daily Devotion on YouTube: Video devotions continue on Wednesdays and Fridays 

each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube page or tune in on Facebook. 

Here is our YouTube page. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible 

study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study in Ephphatha Room. We are currently 

involved in a study on 1 Corinthians. There is an accompanying video by renowned 

scholar, Kenneth E. Bailey. Join us for donuts and coffee, time to meet, greet and 

catch-up on life. Tables will be spread out to promote social distancing. Mask are to 

be worn. We will continue to Livestream Bible Study for the time being. This 

fellowship time begins right after 8 a.m. Service ends (about 9 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.). 

Prayer - O God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in whose name we have been 

baptized, grant that we may evermore appreciate that inestimable gift. You have 

called us by name; keep us always as Your own. You have delivered us from the 

power of the evil one; help us by Your spirit to renounce him day by day. O God, we 

thank You for our baptism; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

https://www.immanuelroswell.org/bible-studies-and-articles/2021/4/30/common-sense-stewardship?utm_source=Wednesday+What-Not&utm_campaign=dff21fbbbf-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_10_3_2018_6_57_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_746a1a6550-dff21fbbbf-178905585&ct=t(Y_COPY_01)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods


Every blessing and God’s peace to all, 

Pastor Arnold 


