
Email from 4/23/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: April 23rd – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

In light of our recent Easter celebration, below is a reading from the Gospel of Luke 

which took place after the resurrection of Jesus: 

So, [Jesus] went in to stay with them. 30 When He had reclined at the table with them, 

He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them. 31 Then 

their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their 

sight. 32 They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He 

was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 33 And 

they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the 

eleven and those who were with them, 34 saying, “The Lord has really risen and has 

appeared to Simon.” 35 They began to relate their experiences on the road and how 
He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread. Luke 24:29b-35 

What a Bible study it must have been that day! On the road to Emmaus, Jesus 

ROOTED those disciples in the firm promises of the Bible that had come to fruition in 

Him. Even more, Jesus set their hearts on fire by anchoring their faith in Him in all 

things (verse 32). That’s a fire which comes from God’s love and grace through faith 

in the Son of God. It comes from knowing that God’s OFFER OF LIFE AND 

SALVATION IN JESUS BURNS, BUT DOES NOT DESTROY. INSTEAD IT 

EMPOWERS US AND SETS OUR LIVES ON FIRE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE, 

BOTH NOW AND IN OUR ETERNITY WITH HIM. 

Jesus speaks bluntly about the things that naturally burn in our corrupted, selfish, and 

sinful hearts. “Out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 

thefts, false witness, slanders. These are the things which defile the man” (Matthew 

15:19-20). Even worse, such fires can blind us to the love that God has for us in Jesus. 

They can blind us to the wisdom of God’s Word for our lives and for the lives of those 

whom we love. The passionate fires of sin and rebellion may seem fulfilling for a 

time, but those which go contrary to His Word only seek to disconnect us from Jesus 
and ultimately destroy life. 

If you have been swayed by those fires or if they are burning out of control in your 

life today, hear the good news of this text. Even amidst the fires of hopelessness, 

ignorance, or unbelief, Jesus comes with the fires of God’s Law to call you to 

repentance and then, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to open your heart to His grace, 

forgiveness, life, and salvation, even delivering such gifts to you at the table of His 

Supper. Then the fire of God’s Gospel promise in Christ burns brightly to help you 
battle the fires of sin and temptation in your life. 



So the question posed by this text today is, “What makes your heart burn?” When it’s 

the Word of Scripture seeking to deepen your faith in your Savior Jesus Christ, that’s 

an empowering fire, not a devouring one. When life is continually resourced by the 

fires of God’s Word in the enduring promises of the waters of Baptism and at the 

Table of the Lord, that’s a heavenly heartburn which offers grace through faith in 

Jesus. It is sure to not only bless you, but to bless others through you. May that 

blessing be yours today in Christ as it was for those who walked with Him so long ago 

and recognized Him in the “breaking of the Bread” (verse 35). 

  

We are blessed to welcome Jacob Davis into our parish-family at the 8 a.m. Service 

this Sunday. He will be joining us by rite of adult confirmation and Holy Baptism. 

Jacob is married to Alexis (nee Daley) and they currently live in Albany, Missouri. 
Welcome Jacob! 

The 2021 Marriage & Family Conference – Begins tonight (6 p.m.) and concludes 

tomorrow! Attend this free conference online or in-person at Trinity Lutheran in Cole 

Camp, MO. Tune in or go see Kristi Hofferber who is a pro-life and adoption 

advocate. Also speaking will be Rev. Jeffery Hemmer the author of Man Up: The 
Quest for Masculinity Here is the link to the event page: https://fb.me/e/1mGdXsaA4 

Here is the conference website where all the information for the conference is 

available: www.marriagefamilyconference.org. 

COVID Worship Protocols will change beginning in May. The Elders Committee 

voted to expand the number of attendees for Church Services to 130 beginning on 

May 2nd. To accommodate the larger number, the tape on font side of the sanctuary 

will be removed and every pew on that side will be available for seating. The pulpit 

side will remain every other pew in order to accommodate those who desire to remain 

more socially distanced. We ask that you continue to wear your mask during church 

Services through the month of April. The Elders will reevaluate at their May meeting 

and review updated COVID guidelines at that time when they become available. The 

Elders Committee would like to thank all of your for your continued support and 

patience during this difficult time. 

Daily Devotion on YouTube: Video devotions continue on Wednesdays and Fridays 

each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube page or tune in on Facebook. 

Here is our YouTube page. 

In-Person Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study in Ephphatha Room. Last 

Sunday, we began a study on 1 Corinthians. There is an accompanying video by 

renowned scholar, Kenneth E. Bailey. Join us for donuts and coffee, time to meet, 

https://fb.me/e/1mGdXsaA4
http://www.marriagefamilyconference.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w


greet and catch-up on life. Tables will be spread out to promote social distancing. 

Mask are to be worn. We will continue to Livestream Bible Study for the time being. 

This fellowship time begins right after 8 a.m. Service ends (about 9 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.). 

12th Annual Trivia Night Fun’Raiser for the 2021 Higher Things Youth 
Conference – April 25: This fellowship/fundraising event has been scheduled for the 

late afternoon/early evening of Sunday, April 25. Doors will open at 5:00 PM and the 

actual trivia competition begins at 6:00 PM. Now is the time to organize a team! We 

will spread out inside the Ephphatha Room as best we can, with a likely limit of about 

60-75 participants. More details and the sign-up table can be found inside the 

Fellowship Commons. PLEASE SIGN-UP and be part of a GREAT time of 

fellowship! 

Family Fun and Games Night – May 2 beginning at 6:00 PM: Those who come 

(ALL ARE INVITED) will gather at 6:00 PM inside the Ephphatha Room. Bring a 

board game or two…a card game or two…to start the early evening. After about 45 

minutes, those who wish to do so can participate in whole-group games. We will call 

it a night at 7:30 PM or a few minutes after. Snacks will be provided! 

April & May Sign-ups – Please sign up before coming to church by going directly to 

the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the church 

website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You may 

also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice at christlc@christlc.com. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study 

(9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services 

PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, open my eyes to see the empowering fire of Your Word as 

it creates and strengthens my faith in You. Then give me courage to “speak the truth 

in love” (Ephesians 4:15) with the passion and the humility that comes from receiving 

the blessings of Your Word by grace through faith. AMEN. 

Every blessing to you and yours. 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods

