
Email from 4/16/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: April 16th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish Family, 

Here is a devotion from our District President, Rev. Dr. Lee Hagan: 

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, 

we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.” Romans 6:3-5 

One of my predecessors at my first congregation had graduated from the seminary in 

1932. He was a man of few words and even less words of affirmation. One Sunday 

after a sermon I had preached he said “You boys talk a lot more about Baptism than 

we ever did in our preaching.” Whether he intended his words as a compliment was 

unclear, but that it how I took it. 

The Easter season in the Church provides a great opportunity to put people in mind of 

the gifts given in baptism. During this season, I will share insights from a small little 

volume from Concordia Publishing House, Martin Luther on Holy Baptism. In 1534, 

Dr. Luther wrote, “For it is clearly not only proper and right but also of great necessity 

that this holy Sacrament [of Baptism] should be discussed in Christendom and that 

people should be well instructed so that they do not despise their Baptism, as, 

unfortunately, has been the case. Until recently, nothing was being preached or taught 

about it, with the result that people paid no attention to Baptism, but put it behind 

them and almost completely forgot about.” (p. 15) 

One way that pastors have sometimes sought to teach Baptism and put the saints in 

mind of this precious gift is to speak the words of Absolution from the baptismal font. 

As this was the place where many saints first receive the forgiveness of sins, it 

becomes an opportunity to unpack how Christ’s death and resurrection has won for us 

the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation and then how Holy Baptism delivers those 

precious gifts. Absolution therefore is a continued delivering of what is first given in 

Baptism. In a world where people are unsure about so many things, the Easter season 

is a great time to remind God’s people of the certainty of Christ’s gifts given in the 

baptismal waters. May we heed Dr. Luther’s words and never let God’s people forget 

their baptism, but preach and teach Christ and His gifts given in Baptism. As the 

Paschal Candle is lit during the Easter season (as at baptisms and funerals), we can put 

people in mind of our baptism into Christ, His death and resurrection and, in time, our 

own death and resurrection. 



  

The 2021 Marriage & Family Conference – April 23-24! Attend this free 

conference online or in-person at Trinity Lutheran in Cole Camp, MO. Tune in or go 

see Kristi Hofferber who is a pro-life and adoption advocate. Also speaking will be 

Rev. Jeffery Hemmer the author of Man Up: The Quest for Masculinity Here is the 

link to the event page: https://fb.me/e/1mGdXsaA4. Here is the conference website 

where all the information for the conference is 

available: www.marriagefamilyconference.org. 

COVID Worship Protocols will change beginning in May. The Elders Committee 

voted to expand the number of attendees for Church Services to 130 beginning on 

May 2nd. To accommodate the larger number, the tape on the font side of the sanctuary 

will be removed and every pew on that side will be available for seating. The pulpit 

side will remain every other pew in order to accommodate those who desire to remain 

more socially distanced. We ask that you continue to wear your mask during church 

Services through the month of April. The Elders will reevaluate at their May meeting 

and review updated COVID guidelines at that time when they become available. The 

Elders Committee would like to thank all of your for your continued support and 

patience during this difficult time. 

Daily Devotion on YouTube: Video devotions continue on Wednesdays and Fridays 

each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube page or tune in on Facebook. 

Here is our YouTube page. 

In-Person Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study in Ephphatha Room. Last 

Sunday, we began a study on 1 Corinthians. There is an accompanying video by 

renowned scholar, Kenneth E. Bailey. Join us for donuts and coffee, time to meet, 

greet and catch-up on life. Tables will be spread out to promote social distancing. 

Mask are to be worn. We will continue to Livestream Bible Study for the time being. 

This fellowship time begins right after 8 a.m. Service ends (about 9 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.). 

12th Annual Trivia Night Fun’Raiser for the 2021 Higher Things Youth 
Conference – April 25: This fellowship/fundraising event has been scheduled for the 

late afternoon/early evening of Sunday, April 25. Doors will open at 5:00 PM and the 

actual trivia competition begins at 6:00 PM. Now is the time to organize a team! We 

will spread out inside the Ephphatha Room as best we can, with a likely limit of about 

60-75 participants. More details and the sign-up table can be found inside the 

Fellowship Commons. PLEASE SIGN-UP and be part of a GREAT time of 

fellowship! 

1st Quarter Giving Statements are on the desk in the Narthex. 

https://fb.me/e/1mGdXsaA4
http://www.marriagefamilyconference.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w


April Sign-ups – Please sign up before coming to church by going directly to the 

sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the church 

website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You may 

also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice at christlc@christlc.com. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study 

(9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services 

Blessing – The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you 

the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen 

you with His grace to life + everlasting. Amen. 

God’s Peace and Strength, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods

