
Email from 4/09/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: April 9th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead.” 1 Peter 1:3 

A blessed Easter to all of you. Today, we live in the glow of our “Easter Hope.” You 

have heard it said, “hope springs eternal.” Hope is what we seek after and desire. 

Hope is not wishful thinking but rather a promise given but not yet fully realized. For 

example, Jesus is our hope. He is the promise of life and salvation to every Christian. 

We realize now what a beautiful hope He is. But, that promise is not yet fully realized. 

One day Jesus will return. One day we will live with Jesus in heaven. That’s when we 

will see hope fully come to pass. 

In 1732, within his “Essay on Man,” English poet Alexander Pope wrote the 

memorable phrase “hope springs eternal in the human breast.” The usage of the 

expression today is far-removed from Pope’s original usage. Today, the phrase is 

usually likened to the triumph of the human spirit or that optimism from fans at the 

beginning of a new sports season. A Christian worldview is markedly different than 

the type of “optimism” that is espoused in our culture today. Christians expect 

hardship, suffering, and oppression in our fallen world. Our understanding of original 

sin infecting humanity leads Christians to being more pessimistic about what we 

expect from this world. Optimism is not equivalent to faith. 

Optimism is also not the same as hope. For Christians, hope is the certainty that we 

have on account of Christ’s resurrection from the dead. We have a living hope 

because the One in whom we hope is alive. Athletes eventually retire and their teams 

rebuild. Political leaders pass on the mantle to others. But the One who suffered and 

died for us is alive now! Jesus alone is the source of our hope. 

“Hope springs eternal” usually is understood that each time someone starts a new 

adventure that they can do so with optimism. For Christians, hope does not spring 

eternal; it is an eternal hope. We do not live waiting for the next opportunity and wish 

that it turns out for the best. We live waiting for eternity and we do so with certainty 

and confidence because Jesus Christ lives. This shall be my confidence. 

  



COVID Worship Protocols will change beginning in May. The Elders Committee 

voted to expand the number of attendees for Church Services to 130 beginning on 

May 2nd. To accommodate the larger number, the tape on the font side of the 

sanctuary will be removed and every pew on that side will be available for seating. 

The pulpit side will remain every other pew in order to accommodate those who 

desire to remain more socially distanced. We ask that you continue to wear your mask 

during church Services through the month of April. The Elders will reevaluate at their 

May meeting and review updated COVID guidelines at that time when they become 

available. The Elders Committee would like to thank all of your for your continued 

support and patience during this difficult time. 

In-Person Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study in Ephphatha Room. This 

Sunday, we will begin a study on 1 Corinthians. There is an accompanying video by 

renowned scholar, Kenneth E. Bailey. Join us for donuts and coffee, time to meet, 

greet and catch-up on life. Tables will be spread out to promote social distancing. 

Mask are to be worn. We will continue to Livestream Bible Study for the time being. 

This fellowship time begins right after 8 a.m. Service ends (about 9 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.). 

Reminder… In-person Sunday School for our children is happening – 9:30 a.m. to 

10:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

12th Annual Trivia Night Fun’Raiser for the 2021 Higher Things Youth 
Conference – April 25: This fellowship/fundraising event has been scheduled for the 

late afternoon/early evening of Sunday, April 25. Doors will open at 5:00 PM and the 

actual trivia competition begins at 6:00 PM. Now is the time to organize a team! We 

will spread out inside the Ephphatha Room as best we can, with a likely limit of about 

60-75 participants. More details and the sign-up table can be found inside the 

Fellowship Commons. PLEASE SIGN-UP and be part of a GREAT time of 

fellowship! 

Our Pre-Kindergarten is holding a Walk-a-Thon Fundraiser Monday through Friday 

of next week. The money raised will be used for various needs for the school. There is 

a poster with more information in the Narthex 

Calling All Directors and Committee Members – Centralized Committee Meetings 

are this Sunday, April 11th at 7 p.m. Please join us. 

Easter Lilies – If you ordered an Easter lily and have not taken yours home, they are 

currently in the church narthex. 

1st Quarter Giving Statements are on the desk in the Narthex. 



April Sign-ups – Please sign up before coming to church by going directly to the 

sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the church 

website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You may 

also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice at christlc@christlc.com. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study 

(9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services 

Prayer - Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You 

have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who 

celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of 

sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Every Easter Blessing to you and yours. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods

