
Email from 3/19/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: March 19th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church-family, 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 

us, 5 even when we were dead in our wrongdoings, made us alive together with Christ 

(by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him 

in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the 

boundless riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace 

you have been saved through faith; and this is not of yourselves, it is the gift of 

God; 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand so that we would walk in them. (Ephesians 2:4-10) 

  

GRACE IS NOT A GOVERNMENT PROGRAM! 

An ad for the U.S. Marines pictures a sword with these words beneath it: “Earned, not 

given.” If you want to become a Marine, you have to earn the right to be called a 

Marine through sacrifice, hardship, and training. If you get it, you deserve it. In this 

world, there are jobs that only Marines can handle. There are even efforts that demand 

special forces like the Navy Seals. When it comes to maintaining law and order in this 

world, there have to be people who say, “This far and no farther,” so that we can all 

live in relative peace. But here’s the problem. There are some issues beyond the best 

efforts of the Marines, beyond our most advanced technology, beyond the wealth of 

all billionaires combined, and beyond the combined forces of all of our government 

agencies. What happens when those issues overwhelm you? What happens when 
those kind of problems hit all of us? What then? 

The season of Lent is a time in the Church year when people come to grips with what 

it means to be mortal due to the sinful rebellion of our hearts. It’s a time to take an 

honest look at ourselves, and even our “best” efforts, from God’s point of view. Noted 

scientist Albert Einstein correctly described the extent of that problem when he said, 

“It is easier to denature plutonium than to denature the evil spirit of man.” Our real 

problems stem from humanity’s sinful heart and rebellious spirit. Today we even feel 

we have the right to challenge the God who created and redeemed us, as if He answers 
to us and not we to Him. 

That’s why this “grace” thing in Ephesians is so incredible. It’s not that God just says, 

“Don’t worry; no effort is needed when it comes to our relationship. Just do as you 

please. I love you.” No, the truth is that your efforts don’t measure up AT ALL. The 

issue of our separation from God can be solved only by His complete and perfect 

efforts on our behalf. It’s the message that Jesus Christ literally lived the perfect life 



that you should have lived. He died the death that you should die before God’s 

judgment throne, and He gives HIS earned eternal life as a gift to you and to all who 

trust in Him. God’s grace involves works, just not yours. Grace is His gift to you 
because Jesus has done all things well for you. 

If you’ve ever been rescued by someone who risked everything so that you could live 

free, that is just a small glimpse of what Jesus Christ did for every human being on the 

planet. At times we need police, firefighters, military forces, and even a decent piece 

of government legislation. But for the things that really matter, namely, our 

relationship with God and with one another, the message of grace does not come from 

our best efforts or programs. Instead, it comes from God’s work in this sinful world 
for all. 

  

Spring Clean-Up Day is SATURDAY (March 20th), beginning at 8 a.m. There will 

be plenty to do inside and outside. Please come and help beautify your church. 

Adult Information Class – Is meeting on Monday evenings at 7 p.m. All are 

welcome. This is a great refresher class for current members and a great opportunity 

to invite our friends and family. Let’s introduce them to the Christian/Lutheran faith 

together, shall we? 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study has returned to the Ephphatha Room. Join 

us for donuts and coffee, time to meet, greet and catch-up on life. Tables will be 

spread out to promote social distancing. Mask are to be worn. We will continue to 

Livestream Bible Study for the time being. This fellowship time begins right after 8 

a.m. Service ends (about 9 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.). 

Reminder… In-person Sunday School for our children is happening – 9:30 a.m. to 

10:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

Lent Pre-Service Meal - March 24: The Fellowship Committee invites you for pizza 

prior to the Lenten Service. Meal to be served from 5:45-6:50. Freewill donations are 

gladly accepted, but not required. Tables will be spaced apart and masks will be 

required while not eating or drinking. Food to be served through the kitchen service 

window. Please join us 

Pastor Abdi Megerssa Selbana, will be installed as Assistant Pastor to the Oromo 

Mission here at Christ Lutheran on March 28th at 2 p.m. Please join us for his 

Installation Service. Pastor Arnold will be preaching and President Hagan will install 

Pastor Abdi. Our Oromo friends will host a light reception after the Installation. 



  

Join us for Holy Week/Easter Services: 

Maundy Thursday: "Return to the Table". 7 p.m. Jesus’ invitation is such that He 

draws us into a place where we have fellowship with all believers. And yet, our 

fellowship is stained by sin. Our Lord’s invitation to return is accompanied by His 

promise to make all things new, when once again we will share the fruit of the vine 

with Christ Himself. 

Good Friday: "Return to Truth". 7 p.m. In this sermon, we remember the sacrifice 

that Jesus Christ made for each of us. Our focus is on the One who is the way, and the 

truth, and the light, even as He hangs on the cross, wracked with pain and writhing in 

agony. 

Easter Vigil: "Return to the Church". 7 p.m. 

Easter Sunday: "Return and See". 6 p.m., 8 a.m., 10:45 a.m. Christ is risen! He is 

risen, indeed! Alleluia! In this sermon we rejoice that our Lord’s call to return was 

issued so that we might have life in abundance through the one who lived, died, and 

rose again to secure our salvation. 

March and April Sign-ups – Although occupancy restrictions have lifted, we still 

want to abide by the social distancing guidelines recommended by the state and 

county. Holy Week and Easter Sign-ups are now ready. Please sign up before 

coming to church by going directly to the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for 

Church. Or, you may visit the church website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in 

the “alert” pop-up section. You may also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or 

email Eunice at christlc@christlc.com. 

Access To Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study 

(9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services 

Note… we had a little trouble with static on our Livestream for Wednesday, March 

17th. We are working to correct it for this coming Sunday. Sorry for the 

inconvenience. 

Reminder… Pastors Arnold and Froiland are available for private/individual Holy 

Communion. Please let us know and we can set up an appointment. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods


Thank you – for all of those who continue to send in offerings or use our Tithe.ly 

application during this pandemic time. God continues to bless Christ Lutheran, Our 

Oromo mission outreach, our Pre-K and our schools through all of you. God bless 

you. 

PRAYER: Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for Your grace in Jesus Christ. Teach 

me to put all things in perspective so that I might never neglect what You have so 

freely given! AMEN 

Every blessing to you and yours, 

Pastor Arnold 

 


