
Email from 3/12/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: March 12th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

The following is a special message from our District President, Rev. Dr. R. Lee 

Hagan. Enjoy. 

For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of 

Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be 

named.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of 

God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. Romans 9:6-8 

As we near twelve months of enduring the many challenges associated with the 

COVID-19 pandemic, many are now looking to the future. They long for a day when 

they can return to their beloved activities. From large family gatherings to dinner out 

for two, many are counting the days until they can engage in a favorite experience that 

they have missed out on over the last year. The Scriptures provide us two things that 

we should not take for granted during these difficult days – a past and a future. 

In his letter to the Roman church, a group of primarily Gentile Christians, St. Paul 

carefully crafts the argument that through faith in Christ, the Gentiles are the true 

Israel. Being adopted as God’s children or grafted into the true vine means that they 

have the promise of a bright future. This future is more than just going to movies and 

restaurants, but being in the presence of the risen Christ and His true descendants in 

the perfect bliss of paradise. Our future is so much more than just a long anticipated 

celebration that lasts for a few moments, but the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

Kingdom that has no end. Part of what sustains in the midst of our present suffering is 

the certainty of the eternal glory that awaits us in the future. 

We are also sustained by knowing our past. Since we are adopted as sons and 

daughters of God, Israel’s history becomes our history. As the Holy Scriptures are 

opened for us and by us, we find in them a wonderful testimony to the faithfulness of 

God shown to His chosen people. The history of the patriarchs and the pilgrims, the 

kings and the exiles, is our past and reminds us of how God has sustained His people 

through the centuries and so many difficult times before. God has truly been our 

dwelling place throughout all generations. 

Therefore, we face this present time strengthened by our knowledge of our past as 

God preserves His people, but also full of hope for the future as we await that which 

has been promised to us through faith in Christ. Thanks be to God for our past and 

future and His sustaining us in the present! 



  

  

Daylight Savings Time begins This Sunday. Don’t forget to set your clocks forward 

one hour before you go to bed Saturday evening. 

Spring Clean-Up Day – March 20th, beginning at 8 a.m. There will be plenty to do 

inside and outside. Please come and help beautify your church. 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study has returned to the Ephphatha Room. Join 

us for donuts and coffee, time to meet, greet and catch-up on life. Tables will be 

spread out to promote social distancing. Mask are to be worn. We will continue to 

Livestream Bible Study for the time being. This fellowship time begins right after 8 

a.m. Service ends (about 9 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.). 

Reminder… In-person Sunday School for our children is happening – 9:30 a.m. to 

10:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

Midweek Lenten Services – This Year’s Theme is: Return to the Lord. And this 

coming Wednesday’s theme is: Return From Denial. Join us at 10 a.m. and 7 

p.m. Invite a friend. Sign-ups are available online (see below). 

Lent Pre-Service Meal - March 17: The Fellowship Committee invites you for a 

Mexican meal prior to the Lenten Service. Meal to be served from 5:45-6:50. Freewill 

donations are gladly accepted, but not required. Tables will be spaced apart and masks 

will be required while not eating or drinking. Food to be served through the kitchen 

service window. Please join us! 

Pastor Abdi Megerssa Selbana, will be installed as Assistant Pastor to the Oromo 

Mission here at Christ Lutheran on March 28th at 2 p.m. Please join us for his 

Installation Service. Pastor Arnold will be preaching and President Hagan will install 

Pastor Abdi. We are excited for this new chapter in our ministry partnership. 

Easter Lilies – Sign up for Easter Lilies is in the Narthex. Let us know if you would 

like to sign up. 

Tell the Next Generation Conference IS THIS SATURDAY – March 13th 8:30 – 

12 p.m. Join fellow Lutherans from around Missouri for this online Conference on 

Ministry to Families. The Missouri District will host its next Tell the Next 

Generation Conference online. The conference will focus on equipping families in 

faith formation in the home (especially for primary grade children and adolescents). 



The conference being online enables us to draw family ministry leaders from across 

the Synod in supporting our congregations and schools in the Missouri District. You 

can register and find out more details by clicking here. 

March (and Midweek Lenten Service) Sign-ups – Although occupancy restrictions 

have lifted, we still want to abide by the social distancing guidelines recommended by 

the state and county. Please sign up before coming to church by going directly to 

the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the church 

website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You may 

also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice at christlc@christlc.com. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study 

(9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services 

Prayer – O Father, by the working of Your Spirit, You have adopted us as children of 

promise, strengthen our faith as we remember Your faithfulness in the past and as we 

look forward to the fulfilment of all that you have promised us in the resurrection on 

the last day; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

  

The Lord’s richest blessings to you. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://mo.lcms.org/ttng/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods

