
Email from 2/26/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: February 26th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish family, 

Below is a devotion from Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz of the Lutheran Center for Religious 

Liberty… 

  

20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made 

him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness 

of God. 6:1 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For 

he says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped 

you.” I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 2 
Corinthians 5:20-6:2 

Now is the time of God’s favor? Really? Now? 

Sometimes larger circumstances can belie the truth of a specific situation. At times 

events that are happening all around us are better explained by other bigger events 

with even more far-reaching consequence. That’s what it was like for some of the 

people fighting in World War II. The Victory over Japan proclamation (VJ Day) did 

indeed mean that the second major, worldwide conflict of the 20th century was 

officially over. But that did not stop the fighting of many Japanese infantrymen 

against U.S. Marines in the South Pacific. Some fought for many months, even though 

their defeat was assured, inevitable, and even officially admitted. As the website 

“Military History Now” notes: 

Hundreds of Japanese soldiers continued to fight on across the Pacific long after VJ 

Day. While some were unaware of the surrender in Tokyo Harbor, others simply 

refused to lay down their arms. American and Allied troops throughout the Pacific 

continued to clash with these holdouts for months, and even years after the war. A 

group of nearly 50 Japanese infantrymen waged a guerrilla war against American 

occupiers on Saipan until finally surrendering to Marines in December of 1945. More 

than 30 hid in the jungles of Peleliu until March of 1947 before they too turned 

themselves over to the Americas. Two Japanese troops stayed at their battle stations 

on Iwo Jima until January 1949, while nearly 20 remained at large on an island in the 

Marianas until June of 1951. For the next 20 years, small squads and even lone 

Japanese soldiers would emerge from the wilderness from time to time across the 

South Pacific and Southeast Asia. 

Those battles, though waged after the VJ declaration of Allied victory, were still real, 

relentless, and terrifying for those engaged in them. Although victory was already 



declared, many Allied soldiers missed out on celebrating and enjoying “victory’s 

visitation.” In 2 Corinthians, St. Paul is talking about a bigger victory and a more far-

reaching visitation. He tells us that God has indeed visited this world with an eternal 

victory for all. Jesus Christ has overcome the rebellion and hellish nature of our sin. 

He has defeated our last enemy, death. And He has even silenced our greatest accuser, 

the devil. The question for today is, “Do you know this victory for you?” 

I’m saddened by how many people missed the blessing of salvation, even when they 

literally heard of it from the mouth of the Savior Himself. For example, remember 

when Jesus wept over Jerusalem as He journeyed to the final battle on the cross? He 

said: 

If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your 

peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes…. and they will not leave in you one 

stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation (Luke 19:42-

44). 

As important as those questions might be, they pale before the question, “Do you 

recognize the time of God’s visitation in and for your life?” Today is that day. As St. 

Paul reminds us in this text, now is the time of God’s favor and the day of your 

salvation because today you are being offered the benefits of Christ’s work for you 

through His cross and resurrection. Yes, that’s right. TODAY, on this very day, by 

God’s grace and favor, you can be justified by receiving and trusting in His gift of 

salvation for you in Christ Jesus. 

Now, I’ll grant you that there are many questions for people to worry about today. 

There’s a lot of talk about the “times we are living in” and that’s appropriate. But, 

today, make no mistake about it. The most important question for you is this, “Do you 

recognize the time of God’s offer of grace to you in Jesus?” Why is that so? Because 

in Christ, NOW is the time of God’s favor for you. Don’t miss this eternal opportunity 
because you are distracted or overwhelmed by the lesser issues of the day. 

  

Midweek Lenten Services – This Year’s Theme is: Return to the Lord. And this 

coming Wednesday’s theme is: Return from Betrayal. Join us at 10 a.m. and 7 

p.m. Invite a friend. Sign-ups are available online (see below). 

Lent Pre-Service Meal - March 3: The Fellowship Committee invites you for an 

Italian dinner prior to the evening Lenten Service. Meal to be served from 5:45-6:50. 

Freewill donations are gladly accepted, but not required. Tables will be spaced apart 

and masks will be required while not eating or drinking. Food to be served through the 

kitchen service window. Please join us! 



Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study will return the Ephphatha Room in 
March!! Beginning March 7th, Adult Bible Study… along with donuts and coffee… 

returns. Tables will be spread out to promote social distancing. Masks will be worn. 

We will continue to Livestream Bible Study for the time being. This fellowship time 

begins right after 8 a.m. Service ends (about 9 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.). REMINDER… In-

person Sunday School for our children is happening – 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. All are 

welcome. 

Spring Clean-Up Day – March 20th, beginning at 8 a.m. There will be plenty to do 

inside and outside. Please come and help beautify your church. 

  

A Brief Update and Reminder from Martin Luther Academy – We interviewed 

and offered a teaching position for a new middle school teacher. This will be the 2nd 

full-time teaching position we have added in the past three years, and we will 

prayerfully be adding another full-time teaching position for the 2022-23 school year. 

We currently have 88 students enrolled for the 2021-22 school year. s of this time last 

year, we had 78 students enrolled. We extended the first round of enrollment until 

February 28th and on March 1st the enrollment fee will go up. If you have not 

enrolled already, there is still time left but do not wait too long. 

The 18th Annual MLA Fundraiser Auction, Come Together, is approaching 

quickly. The meal and donation deadline has passed but you can still register to 

participate in the silent and live auction bidding. Silent bidding opens on February 

26th and Live bidding will be on March 6th at 7:00. If you still need to register or 

would like to be a sponsor visit the MLA Fundraiser Auction webpage. We are 

blessed to have a great community of supports and even though we will not be in-
person, we can still Come Together to support MLA and win a few items. 

  

Tell the Next Generation Conference – March 13th 8:30a.m. – Noon. Join fellow 

Lutherans from around Missouri for this online Conference on Ministry to 

Families. The Missouri District will host its next Tell the Next Generation 

Conference online. The conference will focus on equipping families in faith formation 

in the home (especially for primary grade children and adolescents). The conference 

being online enables us to draw family ministry leaders from across the Synod in 

supporting our congregations and schools in the Missouri District. You can register 

and find out more details by clicking here. 

https://martinlutheracademy.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be22033e56c999f2878db621e&id=8353cb10d1&e=683ab3a1b8
https://mo.lcms.org/ttng/


February/March (and Midweek Lenten Service) Sign-ups – Although occupancy 

restrictions have lifted, we still want to abide by the social distancing guidelines 

recommended by the state and county. Please sign up before coming to church by 

going directly to the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may 

visit the church website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up 

section. You may also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

at christlc@christlc.com. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study 

(9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services 

PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, let this simple, yet profound message that “now is the 

time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation” sink in so that we might receive that 
grace through faith and then prioritize what is eternal in our lives. AMEN. 

God’s grace and peace be to you! 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods

