
Email from 2/19/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: February 19th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish family, 

This past Wednesday was Ash Wednesday. It reminds us… death stinks. All of us 

understand. Literally and figuratively, death stinks. 

Sometimes death comes after a long, slow march that has been anticipated for a 

prolonged period of time. In other cases, death comes so unexpectedly to shock so 

many of its cruelty and its power. Anyone who has ever lost a loved one knows that 

whether death comes quickly or is a long time in coming, it still hurts for those who 

mourn. Tears are shed and hearts are heavy even for Christians at the death of a loved 

one. When Jesus meets Martha at Lazarus’ tomb, He weeps. Martha tries to stop Jesus 

from having the men roll back the stone because death stinks. Neither foul stench, nor 

burial cloths could prevent Jesus from demonstrating His mastery over the enemy of 

death. Lazarus, come out! 

Two days ago, I traced an ashen cross on the foreheads of our fellow church members 

and spoke the cruel words, “Dust you are and to dust you shall return.” Those words 

should pierce hearts and remind us of our own mortality, the result of our own 

sinfulness. The words are a reminder of the death sentence under which we all live. 

One day it will be our own death, and, like Lazarus, it will stink for our loved ones 

who will grieve our death. After a particularly harsh few months, the brutal reality of 

death lingers and though we try to brush it away, we cannot help but be reminded that 

death stinks. 

What we have to look forward to in the resurrection is the sweet-smelling aroma of 

Christ and those who bear Christ’s name. All of the foul odors of sin and death will be 

cast away and not present in the new heavens and the earth. Like a garden in all its 

bloom will be the smell of those who have gathered around Christ. The Scriptures 

describe the resurrection on the last day with language that appeals to our senses of 

sight and hearing, but even helps to wait with anticipation for the sweet-smelling 

aroma of Christ in eternity, when all of the stench of death has been removed. 

Death stinks, but far greater is the sweet smell of life in Christ that we enjoy for all 

eternity! 

  



Midweek Lenten Services – This Year’s Theme is: Return to the Lord. And this 

coming Wednesday’s theme is: Return to Prayer. Join us at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. Invite 

a friend. Sign-ups are available online (see below). 

Midweek Lenten Meals – We will serve meals before the 7 p.m. Midweek Services, 

beginning at 5:45 p.m. These meals will be served through the kitchen service 

window (not buffet-style, as in past years) – please wear masks until you are seated. 

Please plan now to join us. We will have tables spread throughout the entire 

Ephphatha room to promote social distancing. 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study will return the Ephphatha Room in 

March!! Beginning March 7th, Adult Bible Study… along with donuts and coffee… 

returns. Tables will be spread out to promote social distancing. Mask will be worn. 

We are looking into livestreaming. This fellowship time begins right after 8 a.m. 

Service ends (about 9 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.). REMINDER… In-person Sunday School for 

our children is happening – 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

Spring Clean-Up Day – March 20th, beginning at 8 a.m. There will be plenty to do 

inside and outside. Please come and help beautify your church. 

Tell the Next Generation Conference – March 13th 8:30 a.m. – Noon. Join fellow 

Lutherans from around Missouri for this online Conference on Ministry to 

Families. The Missouri District will host its next Tell the Next Generation 

Conference online. The conference will focus on equipping families in faith formation 

in the home (especially for primary grade children and adolescents). The conference 

being online enables us to draw family ministry leaders from across the Synod in 

supporting our congregations and schools in the Missouri District. You can register 

and find out more details by clicking here. 

Luther’s Death – February 18th, 1546. Yesterday was the 475th anniversary of 

Martin Luther’s death. Ever wonder what his last year of life was like? Rev. Matthew 

Harrison shares this very interesting and entertaining paper called Old, Cold, Lame 

and One-Eyed. You can watch the video by clicking here. 

February (and Midweek Lenten Service) Sign-ups – A maximum of 90 persons may 

sign up to attend each Service. Please sign up before coming to church by going 

directly to the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit 

the church website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up 

section. You may also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

at christlc@christlc.com. 

https://mo.lcms.org/ttng/
https://media.ctsfw.edu/Video/ViewDetails/15019?fbclid=IwAR0njzWxTSIYlh7KiruyGF_siFepNVIjNHVrc45wyMo7-8OtWWvYnSl0L7g
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/


Access To Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study 

(9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services. 

2020 Giving Statements are available in the Narthex of the church. If you would like 

for us to mail yours to you, please contact Eunice at the church office. 

  

Martin Luther Academy Virtual Auction – Our 2021 Fundraiser Auction theme 

is Come Together. Though we may not be able to gather in person, we will come 

together in spirit to support this incredible ministry. We’ve included links and more 
information below. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions! 

Auction Dates 

 Virtual Silent Auction - Friday, February 26 - Saturday, March 6 

 Virtual Live Auction - Saturday, March 6, 7:00 p.m. 

Please purchase a household bidder ticket, good for your family, through our auction 

website to attend our auction and bid on auction items. More information will be 

emailed to you prior to the start of the event. https://bit.ly/3i25yri 

  

Prayer - Let us pray…Merciful God, You call us to turn from sin, turn to You, and live. 

Help us to recognize our sin for what it is, confess it to You, and then receive the 

forgiveness of our sins accomplished by our Lord Jesus on the cross; who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Every Blessing to you and yours, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
https://martinlutheracademy.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be22033e56c999f2878db621e&id=239281c749&e=085aeb0913

