
Email from 2/12/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: February 12th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

Grace and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

  

Today’s passage is 1st Corinthians 9:22-23, where the Apostle Paul writes, 

I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save 
some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

I don’t really play poker but I do know that when a player has a good hand he might 

push all his chips to the middle of the table. When this happens, the player is “all-in.” 

He bet everything in the hopes of winning so much more. 

In this text, Paul demonstrates the “all-in” commitment of the Christian life in service 

to others. He’s talking about being committed to something more important than cash, 

property, or even all of one’s accumulated wealth. He’s talking about the things of 

God, the things of faith, which give meaning to all of life, now and forever. He then 

applies the “all-in” spirit that comes from faith to serving others for the sake of their 
eternal lives. 

As believers in Jesus, before talking about becoming “all things to all people” in order 

to save some, we first need to understand God’s “all-in” love and forgiveness for us 

because of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. In fact, it’s impossible for us to be 

“all-in” for others on our own because we are sinful, broken people. God has to be 

“all-in” for our forgiveness and salvation before we can be of service to others in His 

name. Elsewhere, Paul speaks about a mindset that understands and trusts in God’s 

“all-in” love for us in Jesus. He describes the basis for it in Philippians 2:5-8 with 
these powerful words: 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 

emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. 

Those who put their faith IN Christ Jesus are free to care about others with an “all-in” 

commitment, not because of their works of love for others, but because God’s love 

and forgiveness are certain for them by grace through faith in Jesus. Confident in 

Christ alone, we can strive to be “all things to all people” so that we might save some. 

We can even be willing to pay the price that comes with sharing the Gospel of Jesus 



with others. We can be prepared to be uncomfortable, put out, challenged, or even 

ridiculed because our strength to share Christ comes from Christ, and our concern for 

neighbor is about them, not us. 

Luther describes that faith life of freedom in this way: “A Christian is a perfectly free 

lord of all, subject to none; a Christian is a dutiful servant to all, subject to all.” In 

other words, Christians can be “all-in” for loving others in Christ’s name because 

Christ is “all-in” for them as their crucified and risen Savior. 

Whenever you’re struggling with loving others, just remember God’s “all-in” love for 
you. Then get back to being His person by loving them in His name. 

  

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES – This Year’s Theme is: Return to the Lord. We 

begin our Midweek Service with Ash Wednesday on February 17th. Services will 

continue throughout Lent at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. Do join us. Sign-ups are available 
online (see below). 

ASH WEDNESDAY AND MIDWEEK LENTEN MEALS – Ash Wednesday is 

NEXT WEEK (February 17th). The group of 22 youth and adults planning to attend 

this year’s Higher Things conference in at Concordia University in Austin, TX invite 

you to our annual German-style Bratwurst/Hamburger Supper. The meal will be 

served from 5:45 PM – 6:50 PM. Carryout is available as supplies last. Freewill 

donations will be gladly accepted. Tables will be spread apart – this meal will be 

served through the kitchen service window (not buffet-style, as in past years) – please 

wear masks until you are seated. Please plan now to join us. We will have tables 

spread throughout the entire Ephphatha room to promote social distancing. We will 

serve meals before the remaining 7 p.m. Midweek Services. 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY WILL RETURN TO THE 
EPHPHATHA ROOM IN MARCH!! Beginning March 7th, Adult Bible 

Study… along with donuts and coffee… returns. Tables will be spread out to promote 

social distancing. Mask will be worn. We are looking into livestreaming. This 

fellowship time begins right after 8 a.m. Service ends (about 9 a.m. to 9:10 a.m.). Stay 

tuned for more details. 

Sunday School is back in session for Grades 1 – 5. Do plan to have your children 

come and join us. Sunday School for grades 6 – 12 remains in full swing. We continue 

to have Adult Bible study at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday - in the sanctuary for 3 more 

weeks, then moving back into the Ephphatha Room! 

At-Home Sunday School for PK Thru Grade 5: The SEVENTH lesson from the 

Winter Quarter of Sunday School is now available online. Children from Pre-K thru 



Grade 5 have the chance to view a lesson introduction video and also download 

a lesson/activity page from our congregation’s website, www.christlc.net. Today’s 

lesson: “The No-Budge Judge – Samson”. 

FEBRUARY (AND MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICE) SIGN-UPS – A maximum of 

90 persons may sign up to attend each Service. Please sign up before coming to 

church by going directly to the sign-up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. 

Or, you may visit the church website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” 

pop-up section. You may also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice 

at christlc@christlc.com. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible 

study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services. 

2020 GIVING STATEMENTS are available in the Narthex of the church. If you 

would like for us to mail yours to you, please contact Eunice at the church office. 

  

MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY VIRTUAL AUCTION – Our 2021 Fundraiser 

Auction theme is Come Together. Though we may not be able to gather in person, we 

will come together in spirit to support this incredible ministry. We’ve included links 

and more information below. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions! 

Contact EagleAuction@mlakc.com or the MLA office at (816)734-1060. 

Auction Dates 

 Virtual Silent Auction - Friday, February 26 - Saturday, March 6 

 Virtual Live Auction - Saturday, March 6, 7:00 pm 

Please purchase a household bidder ticket, good for your family, through our auction 

website to attend our auction and bid on auction items. More information will be 

emailed to you prior to the start of the event. https://bit.ly/3i25yri 

  

PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for the love You demonstrated and the 

salvation You accomplished not only for me, but for all people. Give me strength and 

courage to turn my full attention to those in my life, especially those who need to 
know You. AMEN. 

Every blessing to you and yours. 

http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
mailto:EagleAuction@mlakc.com
https://martinlutheracademy.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be22033e56c999f2878db621e&id=239281c749&e=085aeb0913


Pastor Arnold 


