
Email from 1/29/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: January 29th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church Family, 

Ever wonder what it means to be a witness? The following looks at what this word 

means in the Bible. As Christians, we are called to be witnesses for Christ our Lord. 

Let’s take a closer look… 

The word “Witness” is from a Greek word, martyria. You may notice that this word 

sounds like martyr – one who loses his or her life for the sake of Jesus. In fact, the 

death of Jesus was a witness: “For there are three that testify (martyria): the Spirit and 

the water and the blood: these three agree” (1 John 5:7-8). This same Greek word is 

used by the ancient Greeks for testimony in a courtroom. When one is called to testify 

as a “Witness,” they are put before the judge and jury as someone who speaks the 

truth about a certain matter. Being a witness is a matter of fact! 

For example, in Act 1:8 Jesus said to His disciples, “You shall be My witnesses…” 

Please note that what He said was, “Shall be”! That is a matter of fact. It is a statement 

of being. It is not, on our Lord’s part, a wish or a hope. And further, note that He said 

that we shall be His “Witnesses.” That belongs to us. 

Sometimes there is confusion about this matter. St. Paul did not say that all of us shall 

be EVANGELISTS. What He did say about Christians being evangelists is that He 

“gave some to be evangelists” (Eph. 4:11). We are not all evangelists. However, as 

Christians, we are all witnesses. The vocation of Evangelists (proclaimers and 

bringers of the Good News) has been given to some, according to Christ. Being a 

Witness (tellers and showers of what Christ has done and means to us) is what He has 

made us all to be. 

The reason why we are ALL witnesses is because WITNESS and CONFESSION go 

together. This aspect of martyria is seen in the preaching of John the Baptizer. When 

the priests and Levites came to the Jordan River to question John the Baptizer, the 

Gospel writer reports “the testimony of John” (John 1:19). The text continues, “He 

confessed, and did not deny, but confessed…” (John 1:20). Here John testified about 

what he knew and believed. These two important parts, Witness and Confession, 

cannot be separated from each other. Hence, as Christians we are ALWAYS witnesses 

and confessors together. 

How does this translate into our lives as members of Christ-Parish? Great question! 

Take a look at all we do and offer through your Church – Christ’s Church. Worship 

and Bible study are, of course, central. But also we share our faith because confession 



goes along with faith. We confess to others what we believe about our Savior Jesus. 

We witness by telling our friends and neighbors where we receive the Lord’s precious 

blessings and forgiveness by inviting them to do the same. May God richly bless you 

and keep you as WITNESSES of Christ’s true Word and promise. 

  

  

Congregational Voters Meeting, January 31st at 9:30 a.m. The Lutheran Church – 

Missouri Synod has asked each congregation to vote on whether or not to extend the 

convention cycle by one year due to COVID. We will vote either yes or no to this 

question at the meeting. All members who are present at the meeting are eligible to 

vote so please plan to attend in person. The meeting will be livestreamed and 

members not attending may ask questions or make comments in the comments section 

on Facebook. If you have any questions about this process, please let Pastor Arnold 

know. 

ALSO, at the voters meeting… the Elder’s Committee and Board of Directors are 

bringing before the congregation the opportunity to extend a Divine Call to Pastor 

Abdi Megerssa as Christ Lutheran’s Assistant Pastor to the Oromo Mission. Pastor 

Abdi became eligible to receive a Divine Call in the LCMS after he passed his 

colloquy interview back in September. This process and Divine Call will be explained 

in more detail at the voters meeting. 

ASH WEDNESDAY AND MIDWEEK LENTEN MEALS – Starting on Ash 

Wednesday (February 17th) we will have meals before the 7 p.m. Midweek Service. 

The group of 22 youth and adults planning to attend this year’s Higher Things 

conference in at Concordia University in Austin, TX invite you to our annual German-

style Bratwurst/Hamburger Supper. Please plan now to join us. We will have tables 

spread throughout the entire Ephphatha room to promote social distancing.  

Sunday School for Grades 1 – 5 will begins THIS SUNDAY! Do plan to have your 

children come and join us. Sunday School for grades 6 – 12 remains in full swing. 

Don’t forget, we continue to have Adult Bible study at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday in the 

sanctuary. 

January and February Sign-ups – A maximum of 90 persons may sign up to attend 

each Service. Please sign up before coming to church by going directly to the sign-

up website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the church 

website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You may 

also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice at christlc@christlc.com. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/


Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study 

(9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services. 

2020 Giving Statements are available in the Narthex of the church. If you would like 

for us to mail yours to you, please contact Eunice at the church office. 

No Women’s Bible Study – for this coming Wednesday, February 3rd. Bible study 

will resume on February 10th. 

Reminder: You can view all the church Services and Daily Devotions on 

our YouTube Channel. Pastor Froiland and Pastor Arnold post a devotion every 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday to our church Facebook page and to YouTube. 

Check it out! 

Another Reminder: Individual Communion/Pastoral Visitation – The pastors are 

careful to follow the guidelines for the older adult facilities that are still on lockdown. 

Many times this means we are still not allowed to enter and give communion. We are 

doing our best to administer pastoral care given these challenging circumstances. 

Please let us know how we can serve you better. We are more than willing to visit and 

bring individual pastoral care and Holy Communion to Christ Lutheran members who 

desires to receive it. Please contact us and let us know how we can serve you better. 

And Another Reminder… More information about church activities and updates can 

be found on our Sunday bulletin insert. To access it, please click here. Do keep an eye 

on our church website. We update it with news and information regularly. 

Prayer – Dear Heavenly Father, grant your strength to your church. Keep us ever 

mindful of gifts you provide as we navigate the trouble waters of this world. Keep our 

families in your unending peace. In Jesus Name, Amen. 

God’s richest blessings to you all, 

Pastor Arnold 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
http://www.christlc.net/bulletins

