
Email from 1/22/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: January 22nd – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

Yesterday, January 21st, the church remembered a martyr by the name of St. 

Agnes. She was born in Rome in 291 to a wealthy Christian family. She was a 

beautiful young girl. Many of the men of Rome sought her, but she refused, 

committed to prayer and study of the Scripture. Rebuffed, these men reported her to 

the authorities as a Christian. She was dragged naked through the streets, forced to 

live in a brothel for a month, and then beheaded in a spectacle on January 21st, 304 at 

the age of 12. 

Martin Luther wrote about Agnes in two different places in his commentary on the 
Psalms. For this week’s devotion, I thought I would share these quotes with you. 

Thus the flesh is crucified, but the spirit is saved and set free. See how short this psalm 
is, and yet how long! Thus the apostle says (2 Cor. 12:9–10): “For strength is made 
perfect in weakness,” and “when I am weak, then I am strong.” Again, “I will gladly 
boast of my weaknesses that the strength of Christ may dwell in me.” Ps. 68:9: “It was 
weakened, but Thou didst make it perfect.” Thus we read, in 2 Cor. 13:3: “Christ is not 
weak but powerful in you.” And this way of speaking is quite customary for the apostle. 
Did not also the holy martyrs demonstrate this in deed? Think of St. Agatha, St. Lucia, 
St. Agnes, and others, how the more people raged against them openly, the more 
courageous they became inwardly. Here they were able to say, “In distress Thou hast 
enlarged me” (Ps. 4:1). (Martin Luther, LW 10, On Psalm 54:4) 

And in Rom. 5:3 St. Paul says: “We also rejoice in our sufferings.” Later on many 
martyrs, men and women, went to their deaths with happy hearts and laughing mouths 
as though they were going to a happy festival or dance. So we read of St. Agnes and St. 
Agatha, who were virgins of thirteen or fourteen years, and of many others. They not 
only boldly and confidently conquered the devil and the world through their deaths, but 
were also cheerful with all their hearts, just as if they had been drunk with great joy. And 
it does vex the devil beyond measure when one can so confidently despise his great 
might and guile. In our times, too, many have died cheerfully because they have 
confessed Christ. (Martin Luther, LW 12:177, On Psalm 23:5) 

  

Congregational Voters Meeting, January 31st at 9:30 a.m. The Lutheran Church – 

Missouri Synod has asked each congregation to vote on whether or not to extend the 

convention cycle by one year due to COVID. We will vote either yes or no to this 

question at the meeting. All members who are present at the meeting are eligible to 

vote so please plan to attend in person. The meeting will be livestreamed and 

members not attending may ask questions or make comments in the comments section 



on Facebook. If you have any questions about this process, please let Pastor Arnold 

know. 

ALSO, at the voters meeting… the Elder’s Committee and Board of Directors are 

bringing before the congregation the opportunity to extend a Divine Call to Pastor 

Abdi Megerssa as Christ Lutheran’s Assistant Pastor to the Oromo Congregation. 

Pastor Abdi became eligible to receive a Divine Call in the LCMS after he passed his 

colloquy interview back in September. This process and Divine Call will be explained 

in more detail at the voters meeting. 

Transfiguration Sunday – This Sunday we celebrate the Transfiguration of our Lord. 

Read more about how Luther talked about it by clicking here. Do join us this Sunday. 

ASH WEDNESDAY AND MIDWEEK LENTEN MEALS – Starting on Ash 

Wednesday (February 17th) we will have meals before the 7 p.m. Midweek Service. 

Plan now to join us. 

Sunday School for Grades 1 – 5 will begin Sunday, January 31. Sunday School for 

grades 6 – 12 remains in full swing. Don’t forget, we continue to have Adult Bible 

study at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday. 

In-Person Bible Studies – Adult Bible Study on Tuesday at 10:30 a.m., Women’s 

Bible Study on Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. and Men’s Bible Study on Friday at 6 a.m. 

Do come and join us. Social distancing is practiced. 

January Sign-ups – A maximum of 90 persons may sign up to attend each 

Service. Please sign up before coming to church by going directly to the sign-up 

website by clicking: sign-up for Church. Or, you may visit the church 

website, www.christlc.net, and find the link in the “alert” pop-up section. You may 

also call the church office at 816-741-0483 or email Eunice at christlc@christlc.com. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view our livestream Bible 

study (9:30 a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 

2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies 

and Church Services. You can still view all the church Services, Sunday School 

Lessons, and Daily Devotions on our YouTube Channel as well. Check it out! 

Giving Statements for 2020 are available in the Narthex. If you aren’t able to get 

your statement in person, please let us know and we will mail it to you. 

Thank You – For the love and support you continue to show your parish-family and 

your church staff. So many of you are sending your offerings to the church or using 

https://lutheranreformation.org/theology/luther-on-the-transfiguration/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044EA4AF29A3FC1-attend
http://www.christlc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w


the Tithe.ly app to make contributions. Your stewardship is absolutely essential 

during these difficult times where many of us are separated from the Lord’s House. 

We continue to be blessed, thanks to all of you. God bless you and keep you always. 

Prayer – O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that 

by Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 

forever. Amen. 

God’s peace and strength be with you always, 

In Christ, 

Pastor Arnold 


