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Vigil of Easter  
 

The Vigil of Easter Service was traditionally conducted near the midnight hour.  It was a “watch service” to greet 

the great Festival of the Resurrection and also was the hour when those to be baptized received the Sacrament.  

Traditionally this was the first celebration of the Lord’s Supper in the early Easter darkness.  It is a service we use 

to remind us that Jesus’ life makes us able to see the light of the eternal day and that Baptism was God’s way of 

using water to bring that new life to us. 

 

The “paschal lamb” was the lamb of the Passover.  Christ is the Paschal Lamb.  The candle lighted this night 

reminds us of His going to death, but coming forth to life for us.  We shall light the paschal candle in worship 

each Sunday and it will be extinguished on Ascension Day. 

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE VIGIL OF EASTER 

 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

(Customarily the congregation gathers ‘outside’ the nave of the church to symbolize the “Light,” Christ alive, as 

being brought to His gloomy people and giving them life.  We begin the evening’s Service in the Narthex.) 

 

P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which our  Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, we 

 are gathered here in vigil and prayer.  This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by hearing His Word and 

 remembering His presence in the Sacrament, we share in His victory over death.  

 We pray:  O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the hearts of Your faithful people 

 with the fire of Your love.  Bless, we implore You, this new flame and those who keep this joyful Easter 

 festival that, burning with desire of life with You, we may be found rightly prepared to share in the Feast 

 of Light which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 

(Pastor traces the cross and the Greek letters Alpha and Omega upon it, saying:) 

P: Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today and forever, the beginning and the end, the Alpha and Omega. 

 

(Pastor traces the year upon the candle, saying:) 

P: His are time and eternity; His are the glory and dominion, now and forever. 

 

(Pastor puts five nails into the candle, saying:) 

P: By His wounds we have healing both now and forevermore.   

C: Amen. 

 

(Lighting the candle, the pastor says:) 

P:  May the light of Christ, risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness of our hearts and minds.  Let 

 us pray:  Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant blessing that all who in true 

 faith share this night in joyful celebration of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead may 

 be filled with Your heavenly benediction.  Once we were in darkness, but now we are in the Light, even 

 Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 



PROCESSION 

Three times—once at the entrance to the sanctuary, once at the middle of the aisle, and once the procession 

stops, and the following is chanted: 

  

  
 

Easter Proclamation  (Chanted by Pastor) 

 

HYMN:  “Christ is Arisen” 

(We sing this ancient Easter hymn without full accompaniment) 

 

459 Christ Is Arisen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012564. 
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+ THE SERVICE OF READINGS + 

 

The Creation:  Genesis 1:1-2:2 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Almighty God, You most wonderfully created human nature and yet more wonderfully redeemed it.  

 Grant that in Your mercy we may be conformed to the image of Him Who came to share our 

 humanity, Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Flood:  Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O Lord, whose wrath burned for the evil of men, You kill and bring again to life according to Your 

 own purpose; You brought the flood on the wicked and perverse generation yet saved faithful Noah 

 and his family.  Open Your eyes to behold in mercy Your Church that in it Your work of mercy 

 may come to its fullness and that the ends of the earth may know Your salvation; through Jesus 

 Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea:  Exodus 14:10-15:1 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, once You delivered Your people Israel from bondage under Pharaoh and led them in safety 

 through the Red Sea, thereby giving us a picture of our Baptism.  Grant that we may ever be 

 faithful to Your baptismal promise, live in its grace, and show forth to all people Your desire that all 

 should be made the children of Abraham; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Valley of Dry Bones:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, Your Son came as the Son of Man to breathe His Word and Spirit upon the dry, dead bones 

 of Adam’s children.  Grant that we may hear Your holy Word, receive Your Spirit, and rise each 

 day from the death of sin to live in newness of life before You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

 Amen. 

 

 



Faith Strained But Victorious:  Job 19:20-27 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Almighty God, Who in the Passover of Your Son brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of 

 death to life,  grant to all whom You have sealed by the Holy Spirit with the sign of Christ’s 

 sacrifice both the will and the strength to speak Your Word in all the world; through Jesus Christ, 

 our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Fiery Furnace:  Daniel 3:1-30 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, Your Son protected faithful Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace of the 

 king.  Grant us protection in our time of testing that we would boldly  confess Your name,  reject all 

 false worship, and live and die in confidence, knowing that we are safe in Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

 our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

+ THE SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM + 
 

HYMN  “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 590 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
 

 

 



BAPTISMAL PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P: In Holy Baptism we are forgiven our sins and granted a new life in Christ, our Lord.  We solemnly 

 renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of faith in God the Father, the 

 Son, and the Holy Spirit.  I ask you anew:  Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

C: I do renounce them. 

P: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

C: Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son? 

C: Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; He descended into 

hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand 

of God, the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the quick and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the 

 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.   

P: The Almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you new birth of water and of the 

 Spirit and has  forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life + everlasting. 

C: Amen. 

P: Peace + be with you. 

C: Amen. 

+ THE CONCLUSION + 
 

(Altar Candles are lighted.) 

  

HOLY GOSPEL:  St. Mark 16:1-7 

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome bought spices, so that 

they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to 

the tomb. 3And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the 

tomb?” 4And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5And entering the tomb, 

they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6And he said to 

them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the 

place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you 

will see him, just as he told you.”  

 

GREETING: 

P: Alleluia.  Christ is risen! 

C: The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

COLLECT: 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the resurrection of our Lord, 

preserve in all Your people the spirit of adoption which You have given that, made alive in body 

and soul, they may serve You purely; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS   
P: Let us bless the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 

C: Amen. 
 

 



CLOSING HYMN  “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” 477 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012564.; © 1982 The Jubilate Group 

 

 

 

 
 

Easter Sunday 

9:00am - Divine Service online 


