
  

 

THE JESSE TREE IS THE JESUS TREE! 
Dear Fellow Redeemed, 

 This year’s Advent theme is “Jesse Tree” based on Isaiah 11:1: “There shall come forth a 

shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.” Advent is a time to 

reflect, pray, and worship the Christ who came, who comes, and who will come again. Imagine the 

world some two thousand years ago in the weeks before the birth of the Babe of Bethlehem. People 

were busy doing whatever it was that defined their lives at that moment. For some, it was struggling 

against hunger, fear, and desperation. For others, it was enjoying their wealth and ease. For yet 

others, it was simply dealing with the pressures of their lives. But for all, the weeks we call 

“Advent” were just days and nights lived in darkness.  

 And indeed, it is a dark world. God had created the world to live in union with Him. He had 

breathed life into the father of our race, Adam, a creature of dust. He had formed Eve from the side 

of Adam and had joined the two together and to Himself. How bright the world must have been as 

Eden lived in harmony with the Creator. But darkness came. Those created and loved by God 

rebelled against Him, bringing a darkness that permeated all creation. Death had entered through sin, 

and as the children of Adam filled the world, they took with them the darkness of that dreadful day 

in Eden when sin and death entered the world.  

 It was a world of darkness cut off from the source of all light, the Creator. Yet a light was 

breaking into the world. A young girl carried in her virgin womb a Son. This daughter of Eve was 

about to give birth to the One who would be the light of the world. This infant would reverse forever 

the horror of humanity’s fall into sin and death and darkness. This was the miracle of miracles: our 

human sister Mary became, by the power of the Holy Spirit, the mother of God, the bearer of the 

Savior of the world.  

 No human eye could perceive it that night. All that could be seen was a child. Yet this child 

would forever destroy the darkness, for He brought life into death, and His light was to be the light 

of the world.  

 Every force of Satan would seek to put that light out. Herod would attempt to destroy Him by 

killing every male infant. Scribes and Pharisees would seek to silence Him as He spoke words of 

life. Failing to silence Him, they would seek to kill Him. Some thirty-three years after the first 

Christmas, the Babe of Bethlehem would be nailed to a cross. But this is what He had come to do. 

The Advent story, including the culminating Christmas story, is about a baby who had been born to 

die—yet not just to die but to be placed in the utter darkness of a tomb and on Easter morning to 

burst forth from the tomb.  

 This Advent, we gather in the name of Jesus and consider His great story anew. The Jesse 

Tree is filled with symbols telling the story of Jesus from creation to His second coming. The story 

of the Bible, Old and New Testaments alike, is the story of Jesus. He is the Seed of Jesse’s tree. He 

is the Root of Jesse’s tree. He is the Life of Jesse’s tree. And He is the Firstfruit of Jesse’s tree.  Join 

us December 2nd, 9th, and 16th at either 10 a.m. or 7 p.m. for Midweek Advent Service.  God’s 

richest blessings to you. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 
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“From Heaven above to Earth I Come” 
 

 Of the three Christmas hymns that Martin Luther wrote, none is more beloved than 
“From heaven above to earth I come” (LSB 358).  According to legend, Luther wrote it as a 
kind of Christmas pageant for his own five children and other members of his household 
for their 1534 family Christmas celebration.   
 

His hymn depicts the Christmas story in a unique way.  An angel comes from 
heaven into the shepherds keeping watch, offering to share good news with them of what 
just happened in Bethlehem.  All well and good—this is a normal and standard way of 
telling the story.  But then strikingly, Luther makes no mention of the angel’s first words to 
the shepherds: “Fear not.”  Why? There is no fear in this hymn.  Only joy that is that results 
from the Good News. 

 

The next few stanzas are also an extended paraphrase of the Christmas story as 
found in Luke chapter 2.  And yet, Luther goes beyond telling the story to emphasize the 
great joy that comes from knowing that Jesus came “to set you free” from “all your sins” 
(LSB 358:3).  Another shift in persons singing takes place in stanza 6.  We all join the 
shepherds, expecting to experience the joy that will come from discovering that the angel’s 
message is true.   

 

Then, almost entirety of the rest of the hymn is the singers’ individual responses to 
the truth of the angel’s words—a Savior indeed has come.  We see the Christ Child.  We 
even speak directly with Him.  We welcome Him to our sinful world, that He “might share 
[His] joy with me” (LSB 358:8).  Throughout the rest of the hymn is woven beautifully St. 
Paul’s creedal statements on the Second Person of the Trinity found in Philippians 2:6-11, 
“Christ Jesus, who, though in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men.  And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly exalted 
Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  Marvel at the One who 
deserved riches and luxury choosing such a lowly birth! 

 

The final stanza of “From Heaven above to Earth I Come” is a paraphrase of the 
Gloria in Excelsis from Luke 2:14.  Mere mortal men join in the angels’ eternal hymn, as we 
do each Sunday at the Divine Service.  Another peculiarity to this Christmas hymn of 
Luther is the final phrase’s wish for a glad new year to all.  It was the common practice in 
Germany at Luther’s time to mark the new calendar year at Christmas.  And theologically 
there’s even more that can be said here.  A new age has dawned with the birth of the Christ 
Child.  God grant Him to rule in our hearts in this season and for all time. 

                 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 



Deacon’s Page        Youth and Education Opportunities for the Parish      December, 2020 
 

 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Pre-Kindergarten thru Grade 5 students can access 
the following lessons from our church’s website.  
[Grades 6-12 meet face-to-face in the David Room 
and Wittenberg Room from 9:15-10:30 AM]. 

Dec. 06 – Lesson 12 – “Passover Promise” 
The Passover Account 

Dec. 13 – Lesson 13 – “Food from Heaven” 
God Cares for His People 

December 20 – Lesson 14 – “Waterworks” 
Water from the Rock 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF  
Grades 9-12                            Grades 6-8                           

SHOPPING FOR OTHERS 
Sunday, December 6      5:00–7:15 PM 

Youth will gather at Christ Lutheran at 5:00 PM and 
travel to Target or Wal-Mart.  While there, participants 
will purchase family-centered games and winter 
accessories to be given to 10 families who are being 
served by the Pastors and lay leaders of Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church (711 S Benton Blvd. in the Northeast 
neighborhood of Kansas City, MO).   
 

Youth and adults will return to church to wrap all of the 
newly purchased gifts. This event may conclude as early 
as 7:00 PM.  We will have a light supper provided for 
those who participate.  DRIVERS WILL BE  NEEDED!  
Don’t forget to bring your own mask! 
 

 
 

CAP-GLOVE-MITTEN TREE 
Near the Ephphatha Room to Benefit:  

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
 

 
 
 

 

Children Ages 3-12 Needed 
Since there will not be a Children’s Christmas Program 
this year, Deacon is seeking children ages 3-12 to sing a 
few songs within the framework of the final Advent 
Service – December 16 at 7:00 PM.  Please let him know 
if you have children willing to sing! 
 

SR-LYF   JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                         Grades 6-8                             

ICE SKATING/PLAZA LIGHTS 
Sunday, January 3        4:00-7:30 PM 

We will leave from church at 4:00 PM and skate at the 
Crown Center Rink for about an hour then drive to the 
Plaza to see the lights and have a nice dessert, coffee, 
hot chocolate together. 
 

 

Little Lambs and  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                   Grades 1-5 

KALEIDOSCOPE 
Saturday, January 9      8:30 AM-Noon 

 

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ are invited to travel to 
Crown Center to experience Kaleidoscope.  After a Fun 
Family Session, we will head over to Fritz’s Railroad 
Café where each family will have the opportunity to 
eat together at their own expense.  Please sign-up:  
poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

    KFC          JR-LYF 
             Grades 1-5                               Grades 6-8 

SNOW TUBING   
Sunday, January 31      Noon–4 PM 

Kids For Christ and JR-LYF members are invited to an 
afternoon of tubing at Snow Creek on Sun., January 31.  
(SR-LYF members are certainly invited too). 
 

 



  

 
 
 

12/1 Lorie Kuhn 

 Aaron Rhodus 

 Alex Houghtlin 

 Avalee Campos 

12/2 Beverly Bartek 

 Ann McLauchlen 

12/3 John Fairhurst 

 Joey Ferguson 

12/4 Derek Sanders 

 Lauren Grace 

12/5 Becky Dye 

 Kevin Schneider 

 Paul Silvio 

 Aubree Koren 

 Adelais Johnson 

12/6 Tristen Ford 

 Taelynn Shupe 

 Ariana Aguilar 

12/7 Addison Clark 

12/8 Morgan Shaw 

12/9 Troy Fredde 

 Yasmin Scott 

12/10 Genevieve Chrisman 

 Resi Dammann 

 Holy Saving 

 Spencer Moore 

 Brian Odegaard 

 Cole Houghtlin 

 Cynthia Bentz 

12/11 Andrew Spidle 

 Karie Sedlak 

 Alexis Davis 

 Mark Buchholz 

 Jessica Baker 

12/12 Earl Flakne 

 Albert Bennetts 

 Chad Rea 

12/13 Jean Rea 

12/15 David Willhauck 

 Don Frerking 

 Jacob Bauer 

 Sarah Wood 

12/16 Branden Masoner 

 Lisa Rogers 

 Matthew Gehrke 

 Alexander Smith 

12/17 Martha Carr 

 Lilli Hobbs 

 Tim Oetting 

 Kayla Kelly 

 Leah Van Winkle 

12/18 Howard Gibson 

 James Thomas 

 Lionel Lance 

 Alexus Parks 

12/19 Adeline Froiland 

12/20 Leslie Gilbert 

 Emily Finley 

 Brian Almanza 

 Abby Waller 

 Taylor Basch 

12/22 Glenn Sittig 

 Nicholas June 

 Connor Henry 

 Kylie Ziller 

12/23 Yvonne Fligge 

 Myrna Limback 

 Kaden Krull 

12/24 Jeff Ferguson 

 Doug DeLay 

12/25 Rhett DeLay 

12/26 Marilyn Steffens 

 Cecilia Marriott 

12/27 Sandy Sperl 

 Mary Jane Foutch 

12/28 Ryan MacPherson 

 Megan Waylett 

 Alexxus Masoner 

12/29 Janet Jones 

 Kristi Herrera 

12/30 Mary Groth 

 Kylene Cummins 

12/31 Erin Darlington

 

 

******************************************** 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to the Pre-K staff for everything extra they are doing this school year, you are 
truly appreciated! 
Orchids to the Pre-K classroom aides, Cristal Iman, Justice Allen, Geri Hay, Haley Perrin, & 

Marissa Franklin, for wiping down the pews every Thursday after chapel. 
Orchids to all who helped at Fall Clean-Up Day! 



 

Midweek Advent Worship 

10 a.m. & 7 p.m. 

 
 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 1 – December 2nd  

Every earthly tree has a beginning—a moment of planting and life. The tree of Jesse is 

no different. There was a beginning as God created Adam from the dust and formed 

Eve from Adam. But sin and death came to that tree—a destruction that could only be 

reversed when the Creator of the tree would Himself become the Seed of new life in 

the midst of death.  

Sermon: “Jesus, the Seed of Jesse’s Tree” Genesis 1:27; 3:8–15  

 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 2 – December 9th 

In a broken world, the word of the Lord had come to a man we know as Abraham. That 

which was promised at the fall (Genesis 3) was renewed through a promise that 

Abraham’s son Isaac would bear the promised Seed. But Abraham was put into a 

position where he had to trust the giver of the promise. Through Isaac would come 

Jesse, and through Jesse would come hope and joy and life.  

Sermon: “Jesus, the Root of Jesse’s Tree” Genesis 22:1–18  

 

MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 3 – December 16th 

In the darkest time for Israel, as the oppressive Roman Empire seemed to block all 

light, the tree of Jesse was not to be seen. Gone was the glory of David and Solomon. 

But the true life of that tree had come into the world—the Seed of the woman and the 

ultimate sacrifice for all of humanity. There stood the Life of Jesse’s tree before John 

the Baptist, and all righteousness was fulfilled.  

Sermon: “Jesus, the Life of Jesse’s Tree” Matthew 3:13–17  
 



 

Discipleship Data 
 

 

Accessions Baptized: 

Riley Paige Phillips, daughter of Samantha and Patrick Phillips, October 31, 2020 

 

Accessions Communicant: 

Simbo Bero, Lane Dorsey, Alexxus Masoner, Bissi Megerssa, Drew Paulakovich, Madi 

Paulakovich, Chloe Pope,  Luke Waller – Youth Confirmation, October 25, 2020 

 

Deletions: 

David Balsters, transfer to Hosanna Lutheran, Buffalo, MN 

Matt Miller, transfer to Zion Lutheran, Moberly, MO 

Gage Messbarger, Jodi Pedersen, Derek Sanders – self-exclusion 

 

New address: 

Angela Pfeffinger  Dist. 5 to 6    John Keller 

10824 N. Crystal Ave.     9426 N. Wyandotte St. 

KC, MO  64156-7930     KC, MO 64155-3402 

 

Lorie Kuhn        Rick and Lema Easley   Dist. 3 to 5 

1806 NE 85th Terr.      702 Apache Court 

KC, MO  64155      Smithville, MO  64089 

 

Kimberly Newby         Katie Pino  Dist. 6 to 5 

302 E. 11th St.      5501 NW 92nd Ter. 

Kearney, MO  64060-8710    KC, MO  64154-1891 

 

ACTION TEAM 
Everyone works so well together that it is astonishing how much charitable work occurs from Christ 

Lutheran. Tuesday, December 2, ONE HUNDRED LARGE DOUBLE LAYER TIED FLEECE 

BLANKETS, numerous hand knitted baby blankets and special blankets for the homeless will be delivered to 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church to be distributed through their Christmas Store.  

THANK YOU EVERYONE who donated Thrivent Action Teams, cut the fleece and tied the fringe along 

with knitting and special donations of fabric and offerings. 

 

Several Action Teams were donated to feed the hungry. Each $250.00 Action Team purchased 

THANKSGIVING DINNERS with all the fixins for 200 FAMILIES EACH purchased from Harvesters to be 

distributed at several local food pantries. THANK YOU!! 

 

Each person with Thrivent Insurance has the opportunity for obtaining TWO Action Teams each calendar 

year for use in doing charitable work. There's still time to apply for your 2020 Action Team seed money of 

$250.00 each. Contact a member of this Action Team for details or call Thrivent and inquire. 

 

In Christ's Service: Vonnie Niederwimmer, DeeDee Weymuth, Lynda Reinert, Jan Sittig, & Heidi Scroggins 

 



Merry Christmas from Christ Lutheran Pre-K! 

The month of December will find 

us learning all about the birth of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  What a 

gift it is!!  Teaching our little 

lambs the real meaning of 

Christmas is such a joy for all 

of us. 

This year our Christmas Program 

will look a little different.  Unfortunately we will not be having an in 

person program but we are working on a way to share the good news 

of Jesus’ birth with all of you and all of our Pre-K families.  

Important Dates: 

12/1 – Papa John’s Fundraiser, all day 

12/23 - 1/3/2021 – Christmas Break 

1/4/2021 – Classes Resume 

 

******************************************** 

 

December - January Acolytes 

  8:00am     10:45am  
 

 

December  Gus Jones     Alex Smith 
 
January  Brian Odegaard    Forrest Boynton 

 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship. 
 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Connor Henry sub 584-2988 
 

Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 
Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 

 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – November 19, 2020 

Opening Prayer:  Duane Leimkuehler   

Study: Pastors  

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o Simbo Bero; Lane Dorsey; Alexxus Masoner; Bissi Megerssa; Drew Paulakovich; Madi Paulakovich; 

Chloe Pope; Luke Waller – by Youth Confirmation, October 25, 2020 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Riley Paige Phillips, daughter of Samantha and Patrick Phillips, October 31, 2020 

c) Deletions: 

o David Balsters, transfer to Hosanna Lutheran, Buffalo, MN.  

o Matt Miller, transfer to Zion Lutheran, Moberly, MO.  

o Gage Messbarger; Jodi Pederson; Derek Sanders – by self-exclusion. 

 Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by L. Smith/Birch carried. 

 

Minutes:  

A motion by Hollander/S. Smith to approve the minutes from October 2020 carried. 

 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) The Study – Where in the World is God – Hal Senkbeil 

b) Don’t forget about Thanksgiving Day Service at 10AM  The church office will be closed the Friday after 

Thanksgiving.  There will be no weekday school or mom’s Bible study (on Wednesday the 25th).  There will be no 

Men’s Bible study on Friday the 29th.  The Thanksgiving Day Service will be Livestreamed. 

c) COVID guidelines from Kansas City and Platte County are becoming more restrictive. We will keep everyone 

posted through email and website announcements if ends up affecting Church Service/Sunday School, Bible 

Studies, Pre-Kindergarten, or Weekday School 

d) Don’t forget about Advent Midweek Services on, Dec. 2nd, 9th, and 16th.  There will be two opportunities to 

worship – 10AM and 7PM.  There will be NO dessert or Advent meal this year because of COVID.  We will 

livestream the 7PM Service.  

e) Times for Christmas Eve Service: 4PM Candlelight with Holy Communion, 6PM Lessons and Carols, 10PM 

Candlelight Service.  6PM Service will be Livestreamed.  Christmas Day: 10AM This Service will NOT be 

livestreamed. 

f) Midweek Advent Service at 7PM on the 16th will include songs from our Children.  Please plan to attend. 

g) Centralized Committee Meetings – when meetings will resume is undecided due to COVID  

h) New Directors – If you haven’t yet – please get in touch with your “out-going” Director and make plans for a 

smooth transition.  Remember to keep good records so that a smooth transition will occur when your term is up.  

Also start recruiting for you committees now!  It’s very helpful to have them in place before the beginning of the 

year.  Don’t forget about your “Alternate Directors.”  You need to have one!!  Sometime in early January – we 

will install the new Directors during Sunday Services.  We will nail this down next month. 

i) Do you have any ideas for a 2021 Board of Directors’ study?  I will be entertaining a few ideas, as well as coming 

up with some of my own, before our December meeting.  Let me know if you have any “brilliant” ideas. 

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) After you receive your committee’s “Time and Talent” list from Jeff Ferguson, please contact those who are 

willing to serve on your committee and share your plans and projects for the upcoming year. 

b) A few updates from MLA – Enrollment is 113 students (3 new students enrolled recently, 1 more will enroll in 

January).  At the end of Oct./beginning Nov., MLA had a mini-outbreak of COVID.  Principal Dixon, Mrs. Lisa 

Martens (admission directress), Mrs. Rhonda Nyquist (secretary), and Mrs. Becky Denny (teacher) tested 

positive.  Currently 5 students are quarantining due to contact with parents who have tested positive.  MLA boys 

and girls basketball started this past week.  Biddy Ball continues to meet with temp. checks and other protocols.  

The MLA T-Shots Golf Fundraiser will be this Saturday (Nov. 21st) with 24 participants competing. 

c) Saturday morning is the Fall clean-up day.  Inside and outside tasks need to be done.  Please come out and lend a 

hand.    

d) The Froiland family will be on “staycation” Nov. 23rd-28th. 

 



Deacon’s Report:  

a) Phase 1 of having children back in the building for Sunday School for grades 6-12 has been in progress for 10 

weeks 

b) Phase 2 which includes children ages Pre-K-5th grade will resume at a yet-to-be-determined date.   

c) All Bible classes have resumed meeting in-person, and attendance appears to be rising. 

d) Weekday School sessions continue to be held on campus.  Registrations/Enrollments are low, particularly in 

grades 2-3.   

e) There will be NO Childrens Christmas Program for 2020, but there is hope to have the children sing as part of the 

Advent service on December 16 

f) VBS dates for 2021 being planned for August 2-5. 

 

President’s Report:    
a) Welcome to the directors-elect who attended. 

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

Continuing Business: 

a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update – Security Camera installation: Three cameras installed overlooking 
the north parking lot for a total of 12 cameras. Security cameras installation is now finished. 

b) 2020 Proxy Designations and Approvals / Committee Member Ratifications 

c) Grounds Committee Sign Repair Proposal – Dan Jones to assist Chuck.   

d) COVID-19 Update – Motion by Hollander/Peer to recommend to the Elders’ Committee to maintain our current 

COVID procedures (90 attendees per service with the maintenance of proper social distancing) with the addition 

of requiring masks to be worn at all times in the building in light of recent updates to Platte County COVID 

regulations (which go into force on Monday 11/23) carried. 

 

New Business: 

a) Request for Use of Ephphatha Room – Motion by M. Smith/Leimkuehler to defer for now approval of the 

granting of a request to use the Ephphatha Room by an outside entity due to COVID, with the option to reconsider 
at a future date carried. 

b) Oromo Lutheran Congregation Update – The non-Lutheran portion of the Oromo Congregation has split off and 

is now meeting at Park Hill Christian Church.  Pastor Abdi has passed his colloquy, and the Oromo Lutheran 
Congregation are beginning efforts to officially charter as an LCMS congregation. 

c) Lay Delegate to District Convention – Motion by L. Smith/Peer to nominate Russell Hollander and Kevin Smith 
as Lay Delegate and Alternate Lay Delegate to the Missouri District Convention for 2021 carried. 

d) Nomination for 2021 Convention – Motion by S. Smith/Ferguson to nominate Deacon David Buchholz for the 

District Board of Directors. His name will stand for election at the 2021 Missouri District Convention carried. 

e) Acceptance of Gift – Kallenberger and Cox Fund.  Motion by L. Smith/Eberth to accept a gift of new sanctuary 

candles carried. 

f) Office Printer Contract Proposal – 5 year contract with Ricoh expires Jan 18.  Lowell Smith has been soliciting 

proposals for other vendors to supply us with printers.  We will defer action on this topic until December meeting 

to give time to gather additional information.   

Announcements: 

       a)   Church Workday 11/21 8-12 

       b)   December 17 BOD meeting will be held via Zoom. 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by Spidle/Eberth @ 8:54 pm carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Chuck Eberth   Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander, Secretary 

Next BoD Meeting: December 17 @ 7pm (zoom); Opening Prayer: Spidle/Rothert; Closing Prayer: S. Smith/Lewis 

Attendance (check box if present):  

x Lewis  O’Toole x Eberth x Ferguson x Pr. Arnold 

x S. Smith x L. Smith  Rothert x Spidle  x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Wittmaier x Peer  Nowlin x Deac. Buchholz 

x Birch x M. Smith x Leimkuehler     

Other Attendees:  Tommy France, Joe Graham, Charley Buckner, Dan Jones  



BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Ongoing discussion with Jim Payne at Door Systems for outside door replacement. 

A Member has indicated that they know a brick mason that may be able to help on the crumbling brick wall. 

Fall cleanup 11/21 8-12 

 

Future Projects:  Timers & Lights, Gutter issues on North side of church, new sidewalks and approaches on 

West side of church, wood restoration in sanctuary, pew resurfacing. 
Education 

Stephen O’Toole 
Pre-K Checking Account Balance $176,065.   

Enrollment currently stands at 87 students with waitlists for multiple classrooms.   

The Pre-K is closed Wednesday through Friday this week for the Professional Church Workers Conference.   

Additional bids received for tree removal in the playground area.   

The topic of accepting state government assistance through the Department of Social Services for qualified 

students was discussed. The committee determined that further research is needed before a decision could be 

made. It was also agreed that the administrative assistant would report to the committee in January with a 

summary.   

The School Education Committee is looking for at least one additional member. If you or someone you know 

at Christ Lutheran would be willing to give a small amount of their time, please contact Kristina Fredde, 

myself, or one of the Pastors. 
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
In-Person Calls 5, Church Calls 0, Phone Calls 12, Attempted Phone Calls 6. 

 
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
No activities to report for October. 

Finance 

Marcus Smith 
October Plate Offerings: $63,705, $4,105 ABOVE budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $566,874, Deficit:  $29,122 BELOW budget. 
Grounds 

Chuck Eberth 
No big maintenance issues right now. 

Church Workday Saturday 11/21 8-12.  There is plenty to be done even if it is raining. 

Snow Removal Schedule will be done by end of the week. 

Always looking for more volunteers for the grounds crew and snow removal. 
OASIS 

Derek Rothert 
No in-person activities to report for October/November.  All potential activities for December are on hold 

 
Outreach 

John Peer 
No calls were made in October.  

Preparing the 2021 Greeters schedule. 
Public Relations 

D. Leimkuehler 
Daniel and Nadia Zacapa are still in the apartment.  The Public Relations Committee is conducting a coat and 

clothing drive through December for Our Redeemer. 
Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 152 (20) v. 199 (19) v. 189 (18) 

Sunday live streams average 248 views across the past 18 live streams. 
 Treasurer 

Andrew Spidle 
Offerings were over budget in October by $4,105 /  YTD $29,122 under. 

Expenses were under budget in October by $4,195 / YTD $44,993 under. 

At the end of October, there was a $80,965 surplus of cash to restricted funds including $69,300 of PPP 

funds. 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Past Events: 

Nov 8 – Escape Room 

Nov 15 – Ornament Making 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Dec 6 – Christmas Shopping for Others 
 

 

We get letters…… 
 

Dear members of Christ Lutheran, 

Earl Flakne (my father) will be celebrating his 100th birthday on December 12th!  If you 

would, please send him a card for his birthday. Cards can be sent any time during the 

month of December to: (contact church office for address.) 

Earl Flakne, 31824 CR 151, Norborne, MO  64668. 

        Thank you so much! Sylvia (Flakne) Bronner  



REMINDER AND ENCOURAGEMENT… Please remember that our Sunday Services, Advent 
Midweek Services, and Christmas Eve Service will be livestreamed. We understand that not 
everyone feels comfortable attending church at this time. We also encourage those who have 
compromised immune systems, come into contact with those who may be vulnerable, or feel ill in any 
way to please stay home and livestream the Services. If permissible according to health orders, we 
desire to keep our doors open for in-person Services. But we do realize and understand that many 
may choose to stay home. Christ Lutheran is blessed to be able to broadcast our Services through 
the internet for this purpose. We ask that all members make wise choices for the sake of themselves 
and their families.  Thank you. 
 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You now have TWO options to view our livestream Bible study (9:30 
a.m.) and Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our 
Vimeo page, you can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Services. You can still view all 
the church Services, Sunday School Lessons, and Daily Devotions on our YouTube Channel as well.   
 

Coat and Clothing Drive for Our Redeemer Lutheran: The Public Relations Committee will be 
collecting until December 20th.  Bring your donated clothing and coats to church. 

Midweek Advent Services @ 10 a.m. & 7 p.m. – Plan to attend on December 2nd, 9th and 16th. The 
theme is “Jesse Tree.” There will be NO Advent dessert after the morning Service and NO Advent 
meal before the evening Service. Livestream will be available at 7p.m. THE 7 P.M. SERVICE WILL 
BE A MASKED REQUIRED SERVICE. 
 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Service Times: We are adding an additional Christmas Eve 
Service so that as many people can attend Service at Christmas as possible. 

Christmas Eve: 

 4 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion.  We ask that all participants wear masks for 
the entirety of this Service. 

 6 p.m. Lessons and Carols (Livestream) 

 10 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 
Note: the 4 p.m. and the 10 p.m. Service will be identical (same liturgy and same sermon) 
 

Christmas Day: 

 10 a.m. Christmas Day Divine Service with Holy Communion (This Service will NOT be 
livestreamed) 

 

UPDATE: 
Due to the increase of COVID-19 cases as well as new health orders for Kansas City and Platte 
County, the Elders Committee, by recommendation of the Board of Directors, has implemented the 
following: 

 Starting now, mask must be worn at all times while moving about the building AND while 
seated at your seat. 

 Please wear your mask to Communion and remove it only while you are taking Communion. 
Return your mask to its original position after receiving Communion. 

 Make sure to sign up for Sunday/Wednesday Services. Our maximum number is 90 attendees. 
We will have Advent and Christmas signups available soon.  Check the website at 
www.christlc.net 

 Please continue to maintain 6 feet of social distancing (between family groups) while 
interacting in the Narthex and while seated in the sanctuary. 

 Please help sanitize seats and pews after the Service. Wipes and gloves are provided in the 
Narthex. 

Thank you for your assistance with keeping our members and guests healthy. These new measures 
are put into place as a result of the recent city and county orders. Again, thank you for your 
cooperation. 
In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
http://www.christlc.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – December 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 

2 
10am - Advent Service  
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm – Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Advent Service  

3 
6:30pm – Bells 
7pm – Elders (Zoom) 

4 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

5 

6 
8am - Divine Service            
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
5pm - Christmas Shopping for Others 

7 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

8 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 

9 
10am - Advent Service  
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm – Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Advent Service  

10 
6:30pm – Bells 
 

11 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
 

12 

13 
8am - Divine Service - LS     
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

14 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

15 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 

16 
10am - Advent Service  
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm – Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Advent Service with 
Children Singing 

17 
Pastors’ Conference @  
King of Kings 
7pm - Board of 
Directors (Zoom) 

18 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - 
Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 
 

19 
9am – Deco-
rate for Christ-
mas 
Almstedt/ 
Hackworth 
Wedding 

20 
8am - Divine Service            
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

21 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

22 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 

23 
No Weekday School 
No Moms’ Bible Study 
No  Midweek Service  

24 
4pm – Candle-light 
Service – LS  
6pm - Christmas Eve 
Lessons & Carols 
(Livestream) 
10pm - Candlelight 
Service - LS 

25 
10am - 
Christmas Day 
Service - LS 

26 

27 
8am - Divine Service - LS     
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

28 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

29 
No Bible 
Study 

30 
No Weekday School 
No Moms’ Bible Study 
No  Midweek Service  

31 
7pm - New Year’s Eve 
Service – LS  
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Acolytes:  8am – Gus Jones  10:45am – Alex Smith 
 

 

Head Ushers:   8am – Gregg Harrison  10:45am – Steve Brulja 

Ushers:  8am – Don Rea, Mike Kelly 

  10:45am – Mark Cox, Chuck Kimball  

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Daley 10:45am – Watson 

    Midweek:  2nd – Scroggins/Faller; 9th – Lewis/Watson; 16th – L. Smith/S. Smith   
 24th – Faller/L. Smith/ Lewis;   25th – Pietsch; 31st – Rothert  
 

Greeters:   8am – Kirk and Kelly Henry  10:45am – Jeff and Kathy Ferguson 
 

Counter:   

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   12/2  Oswald/Moore       

   12/6  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   12/9  Oswald/Moore 

   12/13  Degnan/Durham/Moore    Faller     

   12/16  Rothert/Oswald 

   12/19  9am – Decorate for Christmas      

   12/20  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Wittmaier 

   12/24  Chastain/Harrison & Moore & Lewis/Steffens 

   12/25  Chastain/Gibson      Faller 

   12/27  Steffens/Harrison/Daugherty    Faller 

   12/31  Moore       Wittmaier 

            
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Watson 
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For Home Devotions (“+” for a brief order) 

L:  In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

     Hymn of the Month 

+  Verse of the Week 

     One of the appointed readings for the week 

     Devotion from a devotional book 

+  Lord’s Prayer (w/prayers for others, the Church, and the world). 

L:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

November 29th – December 5th – The First Sunday in Advent 

Verse of the Week: Alleluia.  Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 

and grant us your salvation.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 24 + Jeremiah 23:5-8 + Romans 13:8-14 + Matt. 21:1-9 
 

December 6th – 12th – The Second Sunday in Advent 

Introit:  Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes.”  

The Lord will cause his majestic voice to be heard, and you shall have 

gladness of heart.  

Psalm 50:1-15 + Malachi 4:1-6 + Romans 15:4-13 + Luke 21:25-36 
 

December 13th – 19th – The Third Sunday in Advent 

Introit:  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone.  The Lord is at hand. 

Psalm 85 + Isaiah 40:1-11 + 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 + Matthew 11:2-11 
 

December 20th – 26th – The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Introit:  Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down 

righteousness; let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may 

bear fruit; let the earth cause them both to sprout.  

Psalm 111 + Deuteronomy 18:15-19 + Philippians 4:4-7 + John 1:19-28 
 

December 27th – January 2nd – The First Sunday after Christmas 

Introit:  Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits your house, 

O Lord, forevermore.  Your throne is established from of old; you are 

from everlasting.  

Psalm 89:1-8 + Isaiah 11:1-5 + Galatians 4:1-7 + Luke 2:22-40 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Month 
 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Luke 2:1-14 

Christmas is coming. It is a joyous time of feasting. The Church feasts upon the Word of 
God in sermon, song, and sacrament.  

We hear the proclamation of the message of the angels: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). We mingle our voices with theirs as we sing, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased” (Luke 2:14)! We receive the proclaimed 
Savior, Christ the Lord, not wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in manger but wrapped in 
bread and wine placed into our mouths for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. We feast in 
great joy indeed because of this great blessing from our Lord and God.  

God’s people in ancient Israel also feasted with great joy. The Lord showered His abundant 
blessing on His people. And He commanded them to feast upon it (Deuteronomy 16). The people 
were to go to the place appointed and give offerings, each man as he was able, according to the 
blessing of the Lord that He had given them (Deut. 16:10, 15, 17).  

And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they feasted upon what the Lord had 
provided. They ate of the choice parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the company of all the 
people of God as they together heard His promises of blessing, sang of His bountiful goodness, 
and partook of what He gave.  

We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among us, not just during Christmas but 
throughout all the year. We feast not just on the salvation He has wrought for us in His Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast also on all the temporal blessings that God gives out of His fatherly 
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us. We enjoy the rich bounty that 
God provides, not only in Word and Sacrament, but also in house and home, property and income, 
family and friends.  

Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient Israel, give as we are able, 
according to the blessing of the Lord our God that He has given us. Let us, like them, give 
generously of the first fruits of our income, which He gives, so that all may know and enjoy the 
salvation He gives and the joy we have in the Savior born in the city of David, who is Christ the 
Lord.   

******************************************** 

Directory of Disciples 
It will be soon be time for our “Directory of Disciples” for 2021 here at Christ 
Lutheran.  We would really like to have as much correct information in the 
directory as possible.  Please take a few minutes and check over your information 
in the blue 2020 Directory.  Is all the information we have for you and your 
family correct?  Does any information need to be updated? 
Do you have a different address or phone number?  Are you using a cell phone in 
place of a land line? What about your children?  Have they moved out on their own but are still 
being listed at your address?   
The “Directory of Disciples” is a great resource for you and your fellow members.  Please help us keep 
this information current.  Just the few minutes it takes for you to check your information and call or 
email with any updates will help your fellow members, your Pastors and Deacon, your elders, and 
the church office.  Thank you! 


