
   

   

   

  

 

What Child Is This? 
 

    In 1865 William Chatterton Dix was an insurance company manager in 

    Bristol, England. His personal life was inflicted with all sorts of severe 

    struggles from the time he was a boy through adulthood.  When he was 

    young William struggled with an alcoholic father, John Dix, who was a 

noted author, poet and surgeon.  When William reached adulthood, he struggled mightily with 

depression and other severe illnesses.  It was during this time of illness that William wrote a poem 

called The Manger Throne based on Matthew 2:1-12.  Later, the poem would be put to the popular 

English folk tune GREENSLEEVES and become one of the most recognizable Christmas hymns of 

all time.  We know this hymn by the title What Child Is This?    
 

 The birth of a certain child two thousand years ago in Bethlehem prompted Dix to ask a very 

uncommon question in a hymn: “What Child Is This?” It was an uncommon question because it 

asked about the birth of a very uncommon child.  
 

 What Child Is This? The angel who announced this child’s birth on Christmas Eve answered 

the question this way: “a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” The hymn writer answered it this way: 

“This, this is Christ the king.” They both want to make known the identity of this child. 
 

 Our Midweek Advent Services, along with our Christmas theme, draws on this popular hymn.  

It sets before the hearer the unmatched blessing of the Lord’s incarnation. Our hymn helps us in this 

regard by making connections that we might not otherwise make. The sermons during Advent 

Midweek Services and Christmas draw upon this theme in Holy Scripture and teaches us to 

appreciate the full range of blessings that are ours through faith in the child who is God from before 

the foundations of the world, and who was born of the Virgin Mary. Confronted and comforted by 

this reality, with penitent and hope-filled hearts, we join to sing: “Haste, haste to bring Him laud,” 

“Hail, hail the Word made flesh,” and “Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary!” 
 

 Inside this issue of THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF is a Midweek Advent Calendar of the themes 

and Scripture readings for each Wednesday in Advent.  ALSO… please note… that on 

Wednesday, December 19
th

 the Midweek Advent Service time is changed from 7 p.m. to 6:30 

p.m. to accommodate the Children’s Christmas Program which will also be a part of the Advent 

Service.  We are combining the Advent Service and the Children’s Christmas Program into one 

Service in the sanctuary.  Do join us for the Midweek Advent worship opportunities – especially the 

combined Midweek Service and Children’s Program.  Don’t forget to bring a friend or two as well. 
 

 The Lord’s richest Advent Blessings to you and yours as we look forward to celebrating the 

Newborn King together again this year! 
 

In His Service, 

Pastor Arnold 
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Dr. Luther on the Birth of Christ 
 The following is an excerpt from Dr. Martin Luther’s sermon on Christmas Day, 1519.  It has been 
translated into English by one of the great theologians of our day, The Rev. Dr. John Kleinig.  May this 
meditation bless you this Christmas season as it has me.  Enjoy!      
  

“Let us then meditate on the fact that everything which we see happening to our babies 
really happened to Him.  Let no one think that Christ already then displayed some signs of His 
majesty.  When He was a boy, He behaved just as our babies do.  I do not want you to contemplate 
the deity of Christ; I do not want you to look up to His majesty; no, fix your thoughts on that flesh, 
that boy Christ.  That divinity cannot be an object of terror to any man; that unheard majesty 
cannot terrify anybody! Christ puts on a human nature and the whole range of human emotions 
apart from sins, so that you will not be frightened, but, instead, begin to be embraced, comforted 
and strengthened by His favor and love.  So Christ is set before all people as the one who came to 
give salvation and grace.  

“I say this especially to anxious, disturbed, sad consciences, so that they look deliberately at 
this child and through faith meditate on him who would make reparation for us.  There is no 
doubt that much consolation will be given to the soul by this.  Take the risk, and you will 
experience it! Consider Christ, placed in the womb and on the lap of His dear mother, and that 
dear girl who remains a virgin! What could be more lovable than this Boy? What less threatening 
than this dear girl? What more gracious than this virgin? Consider too that Christ is an ignorant 
Boy! All this has to do with Him, so that, when your conscience is alarmed, you will not be afraid 
to come to this Boy to receive solace from Him.  Do not doubt this playing, bouncing Baby in the 
lap of this girl! If you embrace Him, if you join in praising Him, if you laugh with Him, that is, if 
you meditate at length on this peaceful Child, then your mind will also be most tranquil.  See how 
God woos you! He presents a Boy for you to take refuge in; nobody can be at all afraid of Him, 
since nothing could be more lovable to anybody.  Are you afraid? Then do this, yes do it! Take 
refuge in this Baby, placed in the lap of this most beautiful and gracious girl! How great then is 
God’s goodness, which wants all things for you except for you to despair! Trust in Him! Trust in 
Him! Behold this Boy from whom you may expect salvation and ask for it.  For me no more 
effective consolation has been given to the whole human race than this Christ, who is altogether 
Man, Boy, Baby, playing in the lap of this girl, at the breasts of this most gracious mother.  Is there 
anyone who is not taken in and comforted by this sight? The power of sin, hell, and the scourge of 
conscience are now overcome.  If you wish to take refuge in this beckoning Boy, then believe and 
consider it certain the He has come, as He has said, not to judge you but to save you! … So in 
passing let me say: ‘Do not contemplate any signs of His divine majesty, so that you will not be 
afraid, but set your mind on the flesh, the laughter, and charms of this little Boy!’ 

 “In sum: Christ was a man.  He willingly took on human things and retained them all apart 
from sin.  I say this so that we will not be afraid of embracing the Boy and seeking salvation from 
Him … Christ was born; believe that He was born for you, and you will be born again.  Christ 
conquered death and sin; believe that He conquered them for you, and you will conquer them … 
The birth of Christ is the cause of our rebirth.  You see the example of God’s majesty laid down in 
despised flesh; so you too lay down your pride and so on.  You see the example of His 
peacefulness; so you too be a servant of concord and peace.  You see how Christ becomes all things 
for all men; so you too serve others.  Yet in order that you may have the power for this … believe 
the He Himself will give you all this.”                           

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF  
Grades 9-12                            Grades 6-8                           

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

FOR OTHERS 
(A THRIVENT ACTION TEAM) 

Sunday, December 2            5:00–7:00 PM 
Youth will gather at Christ Lutheran at 5:00 PM 
and travel to Wal-Mart.  While there, participants 
will purchase gifts for 11 children who are being 
served by the Pastors and staff of Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church (711 S Benton Blvd. in the 
Northeast neighborhood of Kansas City, MO).   
 

Youth will return to church to wrap all of the 
newly purchased gifts. This event may conclude 
as early as 6:45-7:00 PM.  We will have a light 
supper provided for those who participate. 
 

 
 

SR-LYF / SE-LVR 
Grades 8-12                             

ADVENT SUPPERS 

FOR NLYG-MPLS 
Wed., Dec. 5 and Dec. 12    5:45-6:50 PM 

Youth who will be attending the National 
Lutheran Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN 
next summer will be hosting two of the pre-
Advent service meals!  Please come out and enjoy 
the Suppers and accompanying Fellowship! Free-
will offerings will be greatly appreciated. Look for 
Sunday bulletins to discover the menus. 
 

 

Little Lambs   /   KFC   /   LYF  
 Infant-Kindergarten        Grades 1-5          Grades 6-12                           

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Saturday, December 15      2:00–4:00 PM 

Our annual day of Christmas Caroling is scheduled 
for Saturday, December 15.  We will meet at church 
and likely make 5-6 visits.  We are planning on going 
“out” for dessert after. This event is always fun! 
PARENTS/DRIVERS NEEDED FOR THIS EVENT! 
 

 

“What Child is This?” 
 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Wednesday, December 19 at 6:30 PM 

 

 

CAP-GLOVE-MITTEN TREE 
Near the Ephphatha Room to Benefit:  

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
ASSEMBLE A TEAM 

TRIVIA NIGHT  

FUN’RAISER 
January 26 

 

Hawthorne House 
Parkville 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


December - February Acolytes 
  8:00am     10:45am  
December Connor Henry     Brandon Cuda, Jarien Montgomery 
 

Wednesdays: 5th- Joshua Keller; 12th- Jackson Winfrey; 19th- Alex Smith  
24th @6pm - Alex Smith, Joshua Keller, Jacob Baker, Brandon Cuda  
24th @11pm - Forrest Boynton    25th- Gus Jones, Jarien Montgomery  31st- Connor Henry 
 

January Gus Jones     Jacob Baker, Joseph Winfrey 
 

February Chadron Cummins    Alex Smith, Joshua Keller 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

Jacob Baker 10:45am 866-4093 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Brandon Cuda 10:45am 419-6976 
Chadron Cummins  8am 550-6829 
Connor Henry 8am 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Joshua Keller 10:45am 734-1962 
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am 785-341-9397 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Jackson Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 

******************************************************************* 

OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

OASIS Christmas Party 
 

You are invited to the OASIS Christmas party on Friday, December 14
th
 at 1:30.  There will be a 

fun sing-a-long, to Christmas carols.  Please bring a Christmas goodie to the party to share with 

the group and enjoy over a warm cup of coffee. We will assemble cookies platers for the 

carolers to deliver on the following day.  Your help is appreciated and we hope to see you 

there! Please RSVP to Lynda Reinert or Judy Gibson. 

 

Fellowship Following Wednesday Morning Advent Services 
 

Please stay for a awhile and join us…..OASIS will provide a light dessert and fellowship after 

the Wednesday morning Advent services on December 5, 12 & 19th.   

 

2019 College Students 
 

The bulletin includes a list of our college students to keep in our prayers.  Will you please 

check this list for accuracy and for current students as of January 2019?  Please inform an OASIS 

member or the church office of any changes so that we can keep this list current. OASIS needs a 

verified current address for each 2019 student for an event starting in January.  Any questions, 

please see Judy Gibson. Thank you for your help! 

 

************************************* 
 

Thank you to EVERYONE who tied no sew fleece 

blankets for Action Team! 50 double layered 
fleece blankets were taken to the Our Redeemer 

Christmas Store. Soon 40 single fleece blankets 
will be delivered to Synergy House for battered 
women. Heidi Scroggins  



We get letters…… 
Dear Parish Family, 

Thank you so much for all your prayers after my fall and hospitalization! I am so 

blessed to have such wonderful pastors and friends. Thank you so much also for your 

benevolence gift to pay for my insurance and fees needed for my short mission to 

Kenya January 1st.   I also want to thank all who attended Tuesday Bible Study and presentation by 

Shara and Michael Osiro on November 14th! I especially thank those who organized and helped with 

lunch: Lynda Reinert, Carol Fredericks, Cheryl Cozad, Pat Toillon, and Jan Sittig!  Shara said “I 

understand why you love your church family so much!”   God bless you all. Love, Georgia 

  

Discipleship Data 
Deletions: 

Ron and Teri Knop – transfer to First Lutheran, Harrison, AK 

Irene Jones – transfer to the Church Triumphant – October 31, 2018 
 

New address: 

Lynda Reinert    Joy Patrick and Matthew  

2651 NW Barry Rd.    11015 Dittman Ave. 

Unit 101     KC, MO  64157 

KC, MO  64154     

 

Do you have extra yarn laying around your house (from past or uncompleted craft projects)? 
Would you like to make a donation?  Our older Sunday School students are starting a 
knitting project making winter hats for those less fortunate. We are looking for "regular" 

weight yarn that is most commonly used for craft 
projects.  Solid and variegated colors are needed.   Red Heart 
Super Saver Yarn is light weight yarn that would be perfect for 
this project! But any yarn donations will be welcome!!! 
 

We are collecting during December and January. If you have any yarn 
donations, please put them in the box labeled "YARN" near the Ephphatha Room. If you 
have questions ask Andrea Arnold. Thanks so much!! 

*********************************************************************** 

Directory of Disciples 
It will be soon be time for our “Directory of Disciples” for 2019 here at Christ Lutheran.  We would 
really like to have as much correct information in the directory as possible.  Please take a few 
minutes and check over your information in the green 2018 Directory.  Is all the information we have 
for you and your family correct?  Does any information need to be updated? 
Do you have a different address or phone number?  Are you using a cell phone in place 
of a land line? 
What about your children?  Have they moved out on their own but are still being listed 
at your address?   
The “Directory of Disciples” is a great resource for you and your fellow members.  Please help us keep 
this information current.  Just the few minutes it takes for you to check your information and call or 
email with any updates will help your fellow members, your Pastors and Deacon, your elders, and 
the church office.  Thank you! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

December is one of our favorite months in Pre-K.  Sharing the 
CHRISTmas story with the children brings pure joy and happiness to 
all of us.  Seeing the excitement on the faces of the children as they 
share the story of our Savior’s birth is inspiring.   
 

Please join us as we share the good news of our Savior’s birth on 
December 17 and December 18 at 6:30pm in the Ephphatha Room. 
 

December 4 is our Papa John’s 
pizza fundraiser.  It’s an easy 
way to help out Christ 
Lutheran Pre-K and let’s be 
honest, it’s a great reason to 
not cook lunch or supper.    
 

******************************************** 

Martin Luther Academy 
7112 N. Overland Dr.  Kansas City, MO  64151  816-734-1060 

 

From now through Saturday, December 1 – There will be a 
“Stocking Stuffer Sale” in the MLA lobby during various times.  Many 
items will be available for purchase to support the 2019 MLA 
Auction.  Listed below is the link for the MLA Spirit Wear including 
t-shirts and sweatshirts.  Please place your order online by December 2. 
http://martinlutheracademy18.itemorder.com/sale  
 
Saturday, December 1st – MLA’s Annual Cookie Walk and Vendor Fair will be in the 
MLA gym from 9 am – 2 pm.  If you’re interested in donating home baked cookies, 
please deliver to the school on Friday, November 30.  Please contact Stephanie Parker 
for questions at 816.590.1518 or jayhawkfan@att.net. 
 
Join us on Friday, December 14th for an MLA student led Christmas Service is at   
6:30 pm in the gym. 

http://martinlutheracademy18.itemorder.com/sale
mailto:jayhawkfan@att.net


Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Pat Toillion for her many years of service to Weekday School.  She has served 
tirelessly in the kitchen and has been a huge blessing to the program! 
Orchids to Leslie Gilbert for stepping up to help in the kitchen for our Weekday School meal preparation. 

Orchids to John Winfrey and crew that have worked to fix the leak on the east wall of Tumble Town. 
Orchids to Lowell Smith and Herb Steffens for updating the fire escape route schematics for preschool. 
Orchids to Mary Buchholz, Sue Daley, Geri Hay, Kendyll Fredde, and Kristina Fredde for helping in Pre-K on Fall 
clean-up day. 
Orchids to Lynda Reinert for hosting me, Georgia Witt, and nursing me when I got out of the hospital! Also, orchids 
to Larry Scroggins and Lowell Smith for helping me with my condo and computer! 
Orchids to everyone who came and helped on Fall clean-up day.  

******************************************** 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 
The Lutheran High School of Kansas City provides a Christ-centered environment 
preparing lives for today, tomorrow and eternity. 
"RUN TO WIN THE RACE." 1ST CORINTHIANS 9:24 
The Place. Jefferson City, Missouri. 11:39 a.m., Saturday, November 3rd.  
The unofficial scoreboard read Lutheran KC 86 Oak Ridge 102.  I was standing near the finish 
line amongst a mass of humanity, none of whom were adorned in the revered maroon and 
gold.  Only a few runners remained on the course as the bedlam which epitomizes a state cross 
country championship race ensued.  Did we win?  Had our boys captured the first ever team 
state championship?  Race officials were attending fallen runners who were sprawled 
everywhere.  I walked around waiting for someone, anyone, to confirm what my eyes had just read.   I checked the 
scoreboard again.  We were still in first!  I could not find anyone who could verify or validate the results.   The 
crowd continued to encourage the final runners, but I needed an answer.  The maddening thought of yelling victory 
entered my brain.  But I was concerned that a foolish outcry before results were “officialized” might superstitiously 
endanger the final outcome.  The whole scene felt surreal.  It was if I was in the middle of an Edgar Allan Poe short 
story or standing next to William Shatner in a Twilight Zone episode. 
Finally, I encountered assistant coach Kurt Hinrichs and queried “Did we just win this thing?”  Much to my 
chagrin, he muttered “It’s possible, but I’m not sure.”  So who did know?  I could not find Coach Gibson or any of 
our runners.  The electronic scoreboard still read LHS #1.  Finally, after an exhaustingly long period of time, I 
heard distant screams from the Knight faithful.  It was official!  Victory was ours!!  The 39 year wait for a team state 
championship had ended.  The Knights were Missouri State Champions for 2018.  I congratulated those I could 
find and rejoiced with those who had dedicated years of hard work for this prize.   But, oh my, the fun had just 
begun. 
Within the hour, I was back on the course to watch the Lady Knights run their State Championship Race.  I viewed 
the start of the competition and then hustled over to “The Hill” where many a runner hit the wall of pain as bodies 
broke down and paces disintegrated.  Our girls seemed to be running well.  I watched our first five ascend the hill 
and encouraged them to “finish strong, we can do this”.  I worried somewhat about freshman Rachel Ada since her 
face was flushed red and her gait fairly uneven.   She still had a half mile to go.  I semi-sprinted (all I’ve got left these 
days) to the finish line.   Abigail Allred finishes 6th, Lauren Ada 10th, Madison Chiappetta 17th, Reese Pohlman 
26th, and the red-faced Ada 27th. The ever changing scoreboard first read Lutheran KC 40 Blue Eye 40.   But as the 
scores kept changing, the news got better and better, until the final tally read Lutheran KC 60 Blue Eye 73.  Since I 
had quickly become a seasoned veteran of the unofficial scoreboard watch, I was confident of victory.  12:55 
p.m. Wow!  A sweep for LHSKC! 
39 years, no team State Championships.  One hour and twenty minutes and two races later, two State 
Championships.  Congrats to all the runners, to Coach Daniel Gibson, and to retired coach Bud Yazel who began 
this fabulous culture of running resulting in two state championships. 
To God be the Glory!  Dr. Cary Stelmachowicz   

 

http://www.lhskc.com/


******************************************** 

When Winter Weather Occurs… 
With winter fast approaching snow and ice are sure to follow.  What do we do 

regarding our church activities when the weather turns bad? 
 

Pre-K:  According to our Pre-Kindergarten policy manual… “In case of inclement or 

threatening weather, CLC Pre-Kindergarten will follow the Park Hill School District 

for school cancellation, early dismissal, or late arrival.” 
 

Weekday School:  We also follow the Park Hill School District as well as early 

dismissal arrangements in case of inclement weather.  If for some reason the Pastors 

and Deacon decide it would be in the best interest of our students, parents, teachers 

and helpers not to hold Weekday School because of bad weather, we will be in contact 

with your child’s teacher to cancel classes.   Your child’s teacher will then notify each 

child in the class.  Deacon and Eunice will do their best to makes sure all people are adequately 

notified.  (Feel free to call the office if you need confirmation of classes being held or not.) 
 

Special Events:  If ice or snow make it dangerous to have a church-sponsored event, the 

church office will do its very best to contact all those involved in order to cancel the 

event.  If you have any questions regarding whether or not the event will be held or not, 

please call the church office.  We try to send out an email, too, so join the email list. 
 

All Church Services:  Sunday/Wednesday or Special Church Services will NOT be 

cancelled because of inclement weather.  If for any reason you feel unsafe to travel 

because of the weather, please stay home.   To eliminate any kind of confusion over whether or not we 

will cancel Church Service, please know that the answer will always be, “We will NOT cancel on 

account of bad weather.”  There is simply no need to cancel when both pastors live within walking 

distance of the church.  With this in mind, please use your discretion when choosing to set out when the 

weather is bad.  First and foremost – be careful and stay safe.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

12/1 Lorie Kuhn 

 Aaron Rhodus 

 Alex Houghtlin 

 Avalee Campos 

12/2 Beverly Bartek 

 Ann McLauchlen 

12/3 John Fairhurst 

 Joey Ferguson 

12/4 Derek Sanders 

 Lauren Grace  

12/5 Becky Dye 

/ Kevin Schneider 

 Paul Silvio 

 Aubree Koren 

 Adelais Johnson 

12/6 Tristen Ford 

 Taelynn Shupe 

 Ariana Aguilar 

12/7 Addison Clark 

12/8 Stefanie Montalvo 

12/9 Troy Fredde 

 Yasmin Scott 

12/10 Genevieve Chrisman 

 Resi Dammann 

 Holly Saving 

 Spencer Moore 

 Brian Odegaard 

 Cole Houghtlin 

 Cynthia Bentz 

12/11 Andrew Spidle 

 Karie Sedlak 

 Alexis Davis 

 Mark Buchholz 

 Jessica Baker 

12/12 Earl Flakne 

 Albert Bennetts 

 Chad Rea 

12/13 Jean Rea 

12/15 David Willhauck 

 Don Frerking 

 Sarah Wood 

12/16 Braden Masoner 

 Lisa Rogers 

 Matthew Gehrke 

 Alex Smith 

2/17 Martha Carr 

 Lilli Hobbs 

 Tim Oetting 

 Kayla Kelly 

 Lean Van Winkle 

12/18 Howard Gibson 

 James Thomas 

 Lionel Lance 

 Alexus Parks 

12/19 Adeline Froiland 

12/20 Leslie Gilbert 

 Emily Finley 

 Brian Almanza 

 Abby Waller 

 Taylor Basch 

12/21 Jordan Ayres 

12/22 Glenn Sittig 

 Nick June 

 Connor Henry 

 Kylie Ziller 

12/23 Yvonne Fligge 

 Myrna Limback 

 Kaden Krull 

12/24 Terry Lundquist 

 Jeff Ferguson 

 Doug DeLay 

12/25 Rhett DeLay 

12/26 Marilyn Steffens 

 Cecilia Marriott 

12/27 Sandy Sperl 

 Mary Jane Foutch 

12/28 Ryan Mac Pherson 

 Megan Waylett 

 Alexxus Masoner 

12/29 Janet Jones 

 Kristi Herrera 

12/30 Mary Groth 

 Kylene Cummins 

12/31 Erin Darlington  
 

 

 

********************************** 

Would you like to be included in the emails that come 

from your Church?  If so, please give your email 

information to the church office indicating that you 

want to be included.  If you haven’t been getting the 

emails, you either aren’t on the list or we have an 

outdated email address for you.  
 



The Advent Candles 
Through the tender mercy of our God...the Dayspring from on high has visited us, to give light 
to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.  (Luke 1:78-79) 
 

The First Advent Candle – The candle of Prophecy 
Symbolizes the Old Testament prophecies of the Advent, or coming of our Savior. 
 

The Second Advent Candle – The Bethlehem candle 
Symbolizes the coming on earth of Jesus, the Son of God, born of the 
Virgin Mary. 
 

The Third Advent Candle – The Shepherd candle. 
Symbolizes the coming of the Savior into our hearts and life through 
His holy Word. 
 

The Fourth Advent Candle – The Angel candle. 
Symbolizes the final coming of the Savior in glory with all His angels 
for the Judgment. 
 

The Christ Candle (white) 
Symbolizes the fulfillment of prophecy – the nativity of Jesus Christ, the Savior and Light of 
the world. 
 

 
 

THE CHRISMON TREE 
The Chrismon (pronounced “kriz’-mon”) tree is complete only when those who see it understand its 
meaning.  Chrismon is a combination of two words – CHRISt and MONogram.  A Chrismon, in its 
original form, is just that – a monogram of Christ.  According to the dictionary definition, a Chrismon is 
the “Chi Rho” monogram (first two letters of Christ in Greek).  The plural form is “chrisma” and is not 
capitalized.  Chrisma were designed and carved by some of the earliest Christians on places such as 
jewelry, utensils, doors, and on the walls of catacombs in Rome.  Early Christians used them to identify 
themselves to one another, to designate meeting places, or to show unbelievers where they stood.  From 
an artistic point of view, the designs were beautiful and it was apparent they would make lovely Christmas 
tree decorations.  All Chrismons are made in combinations of white and gold.  The white refers to our 
Lord’s purity and perfection, the gold to His majesty and glory.  The Alpha and Omega were added to the 
emblem in the fourth century to symbolize the divinity of Christ Jesus.  Later, other symbols were added 
to the tree to tell a more complete symbolic story of Christ. 
Legend says that Constantine saw this emblem in the sky with the words, “In this sign, conquer.”  So the 
story goes, Constantine fought the battle for Rome in 312 AD under this sign for Christ.  He later placed 
the Chi Rho atop the standard carried before him to signify that his was an empire under Christ, a 
Christian people.  He defended the church against further persecution, became a Christian himself, and 
abolished the cross as a form of execution because his Lord had died on it.  Since then, use of this 
monogram has also implied the triumph of Christianity. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christ Lutheran – December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 MLA 
Cookie 
Walk 

2    8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
5pm - Christmas Shopping for Others 

3 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

4 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - 
Choir 

5 

10am - Advent Service followed 
by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm - Mom’s Bible Study 
6pm - Advent Dinner 
7pm - Advent  Service  

6 

7pm - Elders 
7pm - Bells 

7 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

8 

9    8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2pm - Callers for Christ 
7pm – Centralized Committee Mtgs. 

10 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

11 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - 
Choir 

12 

10am - Advent Service followed 
by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm - Mom’s Bible Study 
6pm - Advent Dinner 
7pm - Advent  Service  

13 

7pm - Bells 
7pm - Board 
of Directors 

14 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon – Shep. 
Staff Deadline 
1-3pm - OASIS 
Christmas Party 

15 

9am – 
Decorate 
Church 
2pm - 
Christmas 
Caroling  

16     

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

17 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 
6:30pm – Pre-K 
Christmas 
Program 

18 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
6:30pm – 
Pre-K  
Christmas 
Program 
7:30pm - 
Choir 

19 

10am - Advent Service followed 
by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm - Mom’s Bible Study 
5:30pm - Advent Dinner 
6:30pm – Advent 
Service & Children’s 
Christmas Program  

20 

9am – Circuit 
Pastors Mtg. at 
King of Kings 
11am – Collate 
Shepherd’s 
Staff 
7pm - Bells 

21 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

22 

23     

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

24 

6pm - Christmas 
Eve Service 
11pm - 
Candlelight 
Service - LS 

25 

10am - 
Christmas 
Day Service - 
LS 

26 

NO Weekday School 
NO Mom’s Bible Study 
NO Midweek Service 

27 

NO Bells 

28 

NO Men’s  
Bible Study 

29 

30    8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS  
Noon - Oromo Worship 

31 

7pm - New Year’s 
Eve Service - LS 
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Acolytes:  8am – Connor Henry 
  10:45am – Brandon Cuda, Jarien Montgomery 
5th-Joshua Keller; 12th-Jackson Winfrey; 19th-Alex Smith; 24th @6pm-Alex Smith, Joshua Keller, Jacob 
Baker, Brandon Cuda; 24th @11pm-Forrest Boynton; 25th-Gus Jones, Jarien Montgomery; 31st-Connor 
Henry 
 
Head Ushers:   8am – Gregg Harrison  10:45am – Steve Brulja 

Ushers:  8am – Don Rea, Mike Kelly  10:45am – Mark Cox, Chuck Kimball 

 
Elder In Charge:  8am:  Lyons  10:45am:  Repplinger 
5th-10am Steffens, 7pm Watson; 12th-10am Steffens, 7pm Rothert; 19th-10am Scroggins, 6:30pm Sperl 
 

 

Greeters:   8am –  10:45am –  
 

Counters:  Katie and Jason Hester   
 
 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   12/2  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   12/5  Oswald/Moore 

   12/9  Durham/Degnan/Moore    Faller 

   12/12  Oswald/Moore 

   12/15  9am – Decorate for Christmas 

   12/16  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Faller 

   12/19  Oswald/Moore 

  12/23  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

  12/24  Chastain/Lewis/Steffens    Truetken 

  12/25  Gibson/Moore      Truetken 

  12/30  Harrison/Steffens/Gibson    Truetken 

  12/31  Moore       Faller     
      

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Kelly 
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … John 1:1-14 

 

Every Christmas present that sits wrapped under your Christmas tree will wear out. It 
will break or go out of style. This fact was there, somewhere, in the back of your mind 
even as you bought them, but you bought them anyway. For you love the person 
you bought them for, you wanted to see that look of joy it brings to their face. 
 
So also God gives to you. But greater. What He gives will never wear out, break 
down, or go out of style. For what He gives is His eternal and only-begotten Son, 
wrapped in your flesh, and placed upon the tree of the Cross. He gives His Son 
for you. He gives that you may have everlasting joy. He gives because He loves 
you. This is why the Word became flesh to dwell among you. 
 
And that is who is given to you. The Word who is God yet was with God from all 
eternity. The Word through whom all things were made. The Word who is the only-
begotten Son of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
being of one substance with His Father. The One who called all things into existence, 
the One who spoke to Moses from the bush that burned yet was not consumed, the 
One whose glory filled the tabernacle to dwell among His people, God Himself, has 
taken on your flesh. 
 
Even though the Word is made flesh, even though God became Man, His Divinity is 
not lessened. His Divinity is not changed. His Divinity remains, pure and 
unchanging, but your flesh, your human nature, is exalted. Your flesh and 
humanity is assumed into God. God became man so that you would become like 
unto God—holy and righteous, without sin, without death. 
 
And so it is that the Son given to you wrapped in your flesh is placed upon the tree of 
the Cross. And no tree was ever adorned more beautifully. Its ornaments were 
nothing less than the Blood of God, poured out as an atoning sacrifice for your sins. 
Its garland the Body of God, hanged in death that you may have life. Its light the 
incarnate Light of the world, strung up to call you and all men unto Himself, to 
enlighten you, to make you His own. He gives you His life, He gives you joy and 
peace—peace with God in heaven and peace with one another on earth. 
 
And from the tree of the Cross the Lord Jesus places another gift for you upon the 
Altar. It is the Fruit of the Cross, His crucified and risen, living Body and Blood, 
the Fruit of the Tree of Life, wrapped in bread and wine and given to you. He fills 
you with His Glory. He makes your mouths and your hearts His manger. He 
abides in you and you in Him. 
 
The Word became flesh to be placed under the Cross for you. You are forgiven. This 
is why we give. We give because He has first given to us. And just as it was a joy 
for Him to give all He had to us. It is a joy for us to give to one another and His 
church so that this message of forgiveness, life, and salvation may be proclaimed.  



Join us for Advent and Christmas Services 

 

"Advent" comes from a Latin word meaning, “Coming.”  The season of Advent 
reminds us of God's coming: past, present, and future.  It is a season of 
preparation for Christmas.  Advent can be seen as a season of repentance, but 
never a season without the certainty of God’s mercy and forgiveness in Christ 
Jesus.  Join us for this season of peace and tranquility in the midst of our society 
surrounded by commercialism and tiring hustle. 

Our Midweek Services will focus on the theme What Child is This? Please join us 
for Worship on Wednesday Dec. 5th, 12th and 19th @ 10 A.M. (dessert to 
follow) AND 7 P.M. (6:30pm on Dec. 19th only, dinner to precede all 
evening services) … 

December 5th – Zechariah’s Hope (10am and 7pm) 

December 12th – The Virgin’s Great Son (10am and 7pm) 

December 19th – John’s Joy (10am) and Children’s Christmas 
Program (6:30pm) 

 
Celebrate Christmas at Christ Lutheran! 

December 24th – The Eve of the Nativity of our Lord, 6pm and  
    11pm 
December 25th – The Nativity of our Lord, Christmas Day 10am 
December 31st – New Year's Eve Service, 7pm 

 


