
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

FEAR NOT! PEACE ON EARTH! 

…and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not...”  And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased.” Luke 2. 

Dear Advent and Christmas Christians, 

At creation, God put all things in order.  He “ordered” the stars, the land, the sea, all its creatures and even man.  

All of it was glorious and perfect.  Then came sin.  Disobedience beget disorder and chaos began its ugly reign 

upon the earth.  Today, maybe more than ever, it’s easy to observe disorder in the wake of a historic election 

that exposed a divided nation.  Now, more than ever, it is necessary for God’s people to heed the comforting 

proclamation of the Advent and Christmas angels… FEAR NOT… PEACE ON EARTH. 

And, even more importantly, these words were not spoken to ease the trepidation of a few shepherd’s watching 

flocks outside of a small town.  No, this heavenly announcement, not merely lip service amid fear, is for ALL 

PEOPLE.  Peace put on flesh as St. John so eloquently quips… “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us” (John1:14).  Fear has a foe and Jesus is His name.  Our Lord penetrates into the here and now and 

brings peace in the midst of the world’s chaos.  This is GOOD NEWS.  And this season of Advent and 

Christmas gives us time to pause, take a breath, look to our coming Lord, and remember that He remembers us 

especially during fear-filled days. 

God’s comforting peace that destroys fear and death is depicted through the prophets in the Old Testament 

showing us how He provides for those He loves.  We are placed in that very narrative of grace as God’s 

promises come before us… conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  At our Advent 

Midweek Services this year (10 A.M. & 7 P.M. – Nov. 30
th

, Dec. 7
th

, 14
th

, 21
st
) God’s Miraculous Signs of old 

will point forward to the promise of a Savior who will come again on the Last Day.  These signs given and 

revealed bring great comfort as God fulfills His promises.  We are kept in the security of our Heavenly Father 

who loves us so much that He sent His Son in the flesh for us.  Eventually He would die for us.  Yet, we know 

the story…. He did not stay dead – but LIVES! 

And because we have a Savior who came for us, who died for us, who lives for us, and promises to come again, 

we have nothing to fear.  The angels cry out to you… their word is for you… “FEAR NOT, FOR BEHOLD, I 

BRING YOU GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY…!”  That promise is for today…. In the midst of fear… for 

you!!  May God grant you peace… especially during this blessed season… and for all our seasons together in 

the unity of the one true faith! 

Your Servant in anticipation of the Nativity Celebration, 

Pastor Arnold 

Eavesdropping on Holy Conversation …  
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“And the angel said to [the shepherds], ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a 
great joy that will be for all the people …” (Luke 2:10) 

With great might and majesty, an angel came and announced the birth of the Savior Jesus 
Christ to shepherds in the field.  We know this story well from Luke’s Gospel, the second 
chapter.  The Lutheran hymn “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” (LSB 358) also retells the 
story in the vibrant and edifying way that only Lutheran hymns can.  Martin Luther himself 
penned this classic chorale which recounts the story, but also draws us in as singer and hearer: 

From heav’n above to earth I come/To bear good new to ev’ry home;/Glad tidings of 
great joy I bring,/Whereof I now will say and sing: (st. 1) 

The “holy conversation” begins with the angel’s invitation and announcement to the 
shepherds.  What does he have to say? 

To you this night is born a child/Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;/This little child of lowly 
birth/Shall be the joy of all the earth./  This is the Christ, our God Most High,/Who hears your 
sad and bitter cry;/He will Himself your Savior be/From all your sins to set you free./  These 
are the signs that you shall mark:/The swaddling clothes and manger dark./There you will find 
the infant laid/By whom the heav’ns and earth were made. (st. 2-3,5) 

The little child born of a virgin is at the same time the Almighty God Most High.  He hears 
you … He will be your Savior and set you free from your sins.  But how do we find him? In a 
manger and in swaddling clothes … but don’t forget it: the heavens and earth were made by 
Him! 

How glad we’ll be to find it so!/Then with the shepherds let us go/To see what God for 
us has done/In sending us His own dear Son./  Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,/Through 
whom the sinful world is blest!/You came to share my misery/That You might share Your joy 
with me./  Were earth a thousand times as fair/And set with gold and jewels rare,/It would be 
far too poor and small/A cradle for the Lord of all. (st. 6,8,10) 

Suddenly you and I are no longer simply listening to a historic story from two thousand 
years ago—now we’re drawn right into the action! We go with the shepherds to see Him … to 
welcome our King.  And so this exchange happens for us too: Jesus takes on our misery and sin 
and gives us His joy and righteousness.  While nowhere on earth could provide Him a suitable 
home, He chooses to be with us as Lord of all. 

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,/Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,/A quiet chamber set 
apart/For You to dwell within my heart./  My heart for very joy must leap;/My lips no more can 
silence keep./I, too, must sing with joyful tongue/That sweetest ancient cradlesong:/  Glory to 
God in highest heav’n,/Who unto us His Son has giv’n!/While angels sing with pious mirth/A 
glad new year to all the earth. (st. 13-15) 

Again, Jesus in not just a historic figure of the past, but the Savior who comes to dwell in 
our hearts.  With His birth, death, and resurrection to conquer death and all sins, who can keep 
back singing this joyful news?!?   

That holy conversation between the angel and the shepherds so many years ago still has us 
talking.  A blessed Christmastide to all on whom God’s favor still rests.  

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SR-LYF / SE-LVR 
Grades 8-12                             

ADVENT SUPPERS 
Wed., Nov. 30 and Dec. 7    5:45-6:50 PM 

Youth who will be attending the Lutheran Valley 
Retreat-Colorado Servant Event next summer will be 
hosting two of the pre-Advent service meals!  Please 
come out and enjoy the Suppers and accompanying 
Fellowship! Free-will offerings will be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

 
 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF  
Grades 9-12                            Grades 6-8                           

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

FOR OTHERS 
Sunday, December 4            5:00–7:00 PM 

Youth will gather at Christ Lutheran at 5:00 PM and 
travel to Wal-Mart.  While there, participants will 
purchase gifts for 8 children who are being served by 
the Pastors and staff of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
(711 S Benton Blvd. in the Northeast neighborhood of 
Kansas City, MO).   
 

Youth will return to church to wrap all of the newly 
purchased gifts. This event may conclude as early as 7 
PM.  We will have a light supper provided for those who 
participate. 
 

The eight children we are purchasing gifts for are listed 
below…first name only…ages following their names.  
What a GREAT opportunity we have to pray for them as 
they are already attending Our Redeemer for church 
and Sunday School.  

Thomas – 8            Emmanuel – 12   
Princess – 4                        Tony – 6   
Alphonse – 3                    Rose – 11   
Manea – 6                        Haily – 12      

 

Little Lambs   /   KFC   /   LYF  
 Infant-Kindergarten        Grades 1-5          Grades 6-12                           

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Saturday, December 10      2:00–4:00 PM 

Our annual day of Christmas Caroling is scheduled for 
Saturday, December 10.  We will meet at church and 
likely make 5-6 visits.  We are planning on going “out” 
for dessert after. This event is always fun! 
PARENTS/DRIVERS NEEDED FOR THIS EVENT! 
 

 

“Unto Us a Child is Born” 
 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 11 at 4 PM 

 

 

CAP-GLOVE-MITTEN TREE 
Near the Ephphatha Room during the  

seasons of Advent and Christmas to Benefit:  

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
 

 

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                   Grades 1-5 

KALIEDOSCOPE 

FRITZ’S RR CAFÉ 
Saturday, January 7         8:30 AM-Noon 

 

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ are invited to travel to 
Crown Center to experience Kaliedoscope.  After a Fun 
Family Session, we will head over to Fritz’s Railroad Café 
where each family will have the opportunity to eat 
together at their own expense.  Please sign-up:  poster 
in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions Communicant: 

Don and Yvonne Fligge – reaffirmation of faith 

Denny and Becky Dye – Denny baptism & adult confirmation, Becky reaff. of faith 

Jim Ford – adult confirmation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to LaVerne and Verda Lutte for their donation of goodies to the youth group. 
Orchids to all who helped on our Fall Work Day - Chuck, Sue, Casey and Amy Eberth, 
Herb & Marilyn Steffens, Kim & Patty Heermann, DJ Dammann, Carl  & Vonnie 

Niederwimmer, Steve Brulja, Pastor & Andrea Arnold, Jan Faller, Deb Durham, Roger & Jackie 
Lewis, Margie, Edna & Alan Oswald, Pat Toillion, Marti Harrison, Susan Moore, Carroll Scadden, 
Joe & Jackson Winfrey, Spring Taylor, Jan Sittig, Pat Thielen, Dave & Denice Lackey, Lowell & 
Cindy Smith, Steve & Jackson Foutch.  

Orchids to our 2016 out-going Directors…Andrew Spidle, Steve Foutch, Shane Rogers, Jeff Ferguson, 
Jeremy Jaschen, and Kirk Henry.  Thank you for your service! 
Orchids to our 2017 in-coming Directors … James Thomas, Bill Hudnall, Russell Hollander, Casey 
Johnson, Howard Gibson, and Rob Henrichs.  We really appreciate your willingness to serve in this 
leadership role. 

  
 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Wednesday Morning 

Advent Services 
 

Please join OASIS after 

Wednesday morning 

Advent services for some 

coffee and desserts and 

some great fellowship.  

Advent services this year 

are November 30
th
, 

December 7
th
, 14

th
 and 21

st
.   



Help Needed:  Weekday School Kitchen!! 
 

Weekday School is still in search of a Kitchen Director for our program.  We are very grateful to 
Carroll Scadden who has stepped in to help on a temporary basis.  The Kitchen Director determines 
the meals for each week.  The director also assigns the food donations to the children in the program 
and the parishioners that have volunteered to help with food donation.  This person also needs to be 
able to be at church Wednesday afternoons to help prepare the food and ready the kitchen and dining 
area for dinner. 
 
We also need help in the kitchen for meal preparation and clean up after dinner.  Our kitchen help 
numbers are getting low and many hands make light work!  Even if you cannot come every week, we 
would welcome the help any week.  We especially could use extra help with the meal preparation. 
 
Please call Kelli Smith at 816-377-5194 if you have questions or would like to volunteer in some 
capacity. 

****************************************************** 
Advent Midweek Services 

Come and join us on Wednesdays at 10 A.M. or 7 P.M. through the 

Season of Advent for Midweek Services.  A dessert will follow the 

morning Service and an Advent Meal will precede the evening Service. 

Our theme this year is… 

God’s Miraculous Signs – OLD and New 
November 30

th
 – Genesis 19 1-19 – God Rescues Lot… God Rescues Us 

December 7
th

 – Exodus 4:1-19 – God Chooses Moses… God Chooses Us 

December 14
th

 – Exodus 14:10-31 – God Delivers Israel… God Delivers Us 

December 21
st
 – 1 Kings 17:8-24 – God Saves a Woman and her Boy… God Saves Us 

 

Christmas Eve Services at 6 PM and 11PM 

Christmas Day Service at 10 AM 

New Year’s Eve Service at 4PM 

New Year’s Day Service at 10 AM 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Advent Candles 

Through the tender mercy of our God...the Dayspring from on high has visited us, to give light to them 

that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.  (Luke 1:78-79) 
 

The First Advent Candle – The candle of Prophecy 

Symbolizes the Old Testament prophecies of the Advent, or coming of our Savior. 
 

The Second Advent Candle – The Bethlehem candle 

Symbolizes the coming on earth of Jesus, the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary. 
 

The Third Advent Candle – The Shepherd candle. 

Symbolizes the coming of the Savior into our hearts and life through His holy 

Word. 
 

The Fourth Advent Candle – The Angel candle. 

Symbolizes the final coming of the Savior in glory with all His angels for the 

Judgment. 
 

The Christ Candle (white) 

Symbolizes the fulfillment of prophecy – the nativity of Jesus Christ, the Savior and Light of the world. 



Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Cookies and Frosting 
 

For several years my aunt and I would get together for about six to eight consecutive weekends, twice a year, 

and I would assist her in decorating hundreds of sugar cookies that would eventually be arranged in baskets and 

sold.  The proceeds were used to purchase blankets for the poor and homeless.  My initial job was to take the 

baked cookies that had been cut out in a variety of different shapes, and spread a base coat of frosting on them.  

As my aunt gained confidence in my frosting abilities, I graduated to more difficult tasks, such as outlining and 

the precise detail work.  I never became the “cookie artist” that my Aunt Darlene was, but the hours spent 

hunched over cookies that would one day be displayed in either Thanksgiving or Easter baskets and the patience 

my aunt showed, improved my cookie decorating skills.   

 

As I sat at my aunt’s table ready to frost, I noticed that every baked cookie wasn’t always alike the rest in its 

appearance.  Some grew fatter as they baked, other cookies were darker than others, and a few even broke as 

they slid off the cookie sheet to cool.  But no matter what the outside appearance looked like, I quickly learned 

that frosting covers a multitude of cookie baking errors, making it look like any other cookie on the plate.  

 

How much different are we than frosted sugar cookies on a platter?  Our outside appearance varies from person 

to person, and sometimes we try our best to hide what we perceive as flaws with clothes that make us look 

thinner or taller.  We have the ability to change our eye color or hair color, or pay someone to sculpt body parts 

to better please ourselves and others.  Our pride is what is being reflected in the mirror, instead of God’s 

workmanship.   

 

How blessed we are that God doesn’t use identical cookie cutters to mold us into who we are, even though we 

were all made with the same building block, dust!  (For he knows how we were formed, he remembers we are 

but dust.  Psalm 103:14)  We have been blessed with a variety of special gifts and abilities to spread the 

message of Christ’s birth and salvation from our sins.  Instead of covering up or minimizing our differences, we 

should thank God for He is constantly equipping us to strengthen and edify His kingdom here, within our own 

neighborhoods, and where we work.   

 

We create baked masterpieces that are scrumptious to eat and win all kinds of awards through our efforts, but 

when we look at the world our heavenly Father has created and the marvelous and intricate details of our 

physical being, we recognize who truly is in control and always has our best interest in mind.  And the 

“frosting” that is patiently and generously spread on each of us, is the blood of Christ, which makes us look 

perfect in the eyes of God.   

 

Christmas Blessings,  

Jane Limback  

Director  

  

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 816-741-8031   FAX  816-741-0455    

christpk@christlc.com; https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten; www.christlc.net 

 

********************************************* 

The congregation is invited to join the Pre-K students and staff on Thursday, 

December 22 at 10:30 a.m. in the church sanctuary for chapel.  The students will 

sing a few Christmas songs and will invite all in attendance to join us in singing a 

few other Christmas carols before the preschoolers head back to their 

classrooms.  We look forward to sharing the joy of celebrating the birthday of our 

King with you.   

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten
http://www.christlc.net/


 

 

 
 

 

12/1 Lorie Kuhn 

 Aaron Rhodus 

 Alex Houghtlin 

 Avalee Campos 

12/2 Beverly Bartek 

 Ann McLauchlen 

 Patrick Colvin 

12/3  Jacquelyn Shoemaker 

 John Fairhurst 

 Joseph Ferguson 

12/4 Derek Sanders 

 Lauren Grace 

12/5 Robert Richardson 

 Becky Dye 

 Kevin Schneider 

 Paul Silvio 

 Aubree Koren 

12/6 Tristen Ford 

 Taelynn Shupe 

 Ariana Aguilar 

12/7 Diedre Molenkamp 

 Amber West 

 Addison Clark 

12/8 Stefanie Montalvo 

12/9 Troy Fredde 

 Yasmin Scott 

12/10 Genevieve Chrisman 

 Resi Dammann 

 Holly Saving 

 Spencer Moore 

 Brian Odegaard 

 Cole Houghtlin 

12/11 Andrew Spidle 

 Karie Sedlak 

 Alexis Daley 

 Mark Buchholz 

 Jessica Baker 

12/12 Earl Flakne 

 Albert Bennetts 

 LaNette Sunnquist 

 Chad Rea 

12/13 Jean Rea 

12/15 David Willhauck 

 Don Frerking 

 Sarah Wood 

12/16 Irene Jones 

 Branden Masoner 

 Lisa Rogers 

 Matthew Gehrke 

 Alexander Smith 

12/17 Martha Carr 

 Lilli Hobbs 

 Kayla Kelly 

 Leah Van Winkle 

12/18 Howard Gibson 

 James Thomas 

 Lionel Lance 

 Alexus Parks 

12/20 Leslie Gilbert 

 Emily Finley 

 Brian Almanza 

 Abby Waller 

 Taylor Basch 

12/22 Glenn Sittig 

 Nicholas June 

 Connor Henry 

 Kylie Ziller 

12/23 Yvonne Fligge 

 Myrna Limback 

 Kaden Krull 

12/24 Terry Lindquist 

 Jeff Ferguson 

 Doug DeLay 

12/25 Rhett DeLay 

12/26 Marilyn Steffens 

 Cecilia Marriott 

12/27 Sandy Sperl 

 Mary Jane Foutch 

12/28 Robert Edwards 

 Ryan MacPherson 

 Megan Waylett 

 Alexxus Masoner 

12/29 Janet Jones 

 Kristi Herrera 

12/30 Mary Groth 

 Kylene Cummins 

12/31 Erin Darlington 

 
******************************************************************* 

Pick up your offering envelopes. 



The offering envelopes for 2017 are available on tables in the Narthex.  It will be 
greatly appreciated if you would please pick up your offering envelopes so that 

mailing costs are not incurred.  Thank you. 
 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 
 

You are invited to the Lutheran High School Christmas concert on Sunday, 
December 4th at 7pm.  This year's location is at the Timothy Lutheran Ministries 
campus at 301 SW. Wyatt Rd, in Blue Springs.  The Choirs, Band and Handbells 
will all be performing music of the Christmas season.  Last year we invited 
audience members to join the groups on stage to perform the Hallelujah Chorus 
from Handel's Messiah and it was a great success.  We will do it again this year as 
the concert finale.  Please bring your music and join us! 

 

Martin Luther Academy 
The 7th and 8th grade classes at Martin Luther Academy attended a 
“visit day” at Lutheran High School on October 27.  LHS had a full day of 
activities that help students prepare for the transition from grade school 
to high school.  
MLA is holding their annual Cookie Walk and Vendor Fair Saturday, 
December 3rd from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. We expect more than 300 dozen 
cookies to be available for purchase. Come do your holiday cookie 

shopping and visit the vendor booths.  
Upcoming:  MLA Auction @MLA March 4, Saturday   
 

****************************************** 

The Chrismon Tree 
The Chrismon (pronounced “kriz’-mon”) tree is complete only when those who see it understand its 
meaning.  Chrismon is a combination of two words – CHRISt and MONogram.  A Chrismon, in its original 
form, is just that – a monogram of Christ.  According to the dictionary definition, a Chrismon is the “Chi 
Rho” monogram (first two letters of Christ in Greek).  The plural form is “chrisma” and is not capitalized.  
Chrisma were designed and carved by some of the earliest Christians on 
places such as jewelry, utensils, doors, and on the walls of catacombs in 
Rome.  Early Christians used them to identify themselves to one 
another, to designate meeting places, or to show unbelievers where 
they stood.  From an artistic point of view, the designs were beautiful 
and it was apparent they would make lovely Christmas decorations.  All 
Chrismons are made in combinations of white and gold.  The white 
refers to our Lord’s purity and perfection, the gold to His majesty and 
glory.  The Alpha and Omega were added to the emblem in the fourth 
century to symbolize the divinity of Christ Jesus.  Later, other symbols 
were added to the tree to tell a more complete symbolic story of Christ. 
Legend says that Constantine saw this emblem in the sky with the 
words, “In this sign, conquer.”  So the story goes, Constantine fought 
the battle for Rome in 312 AD under this sign for Christ.  He later placed 

http://www.lhskc.com/


the Chi Rho atop the standard carried before him to signify that his was an empire under Christ, a 
Christian people.  He defended the church against further persecution, became a Christian himself, and 
abolished the cross as a form of execution because his Lord had died on it.  Since then, the use of this 
monogram has also implied the triumph of Christianity.  

 
 

November of 2017 MILESTONE Anniversaries 
+ Christ Lutheran – 60 Years + 

+ The Reformation – 500 Years + 
We are now within a year of October of 2017 and the celebration of 
the 2 HUGE anniversaries for our parish-family at Christ Lutheran 
Church in Platte Woods: 500 years The Reformation begun and 60 
years Christ Lutheran Church established!      
 
As the New Year approaches, you have likely considered your 
finances for 2017.  The ongoing preaching, teaching, baptizing, and 
mission outreach are possible by your great generosity.  In order for 
these most salutary works to occur, God has blessed us 
tremendously with a beautiful church which now also needs your 
help … 
 
Accomplished and completed past projects such as: 

 A new flat roof – est. $70,000  

 Tuck-pointing the entire exterior of the church -- $47,404  

 Church parking lot -- $51,791  

 New windows at the 72nd Street parsonage as well as the 

Camden Ave. house -- $19,559  

 Carpet at the Camden Ave. house and the Maple Ln. house – 

$8,884   

And future projects yet to be done:  

 Resolve drainage issues on East side of the church 

 Various flooring, ceiling and finish repairs throughout the 

church   

 Various HVAC units at both the church and houses  

 Other smaller projects to update the Pre-K and other areas 

downstairs   

have left us in a significant amount of debt.  So we continue to 
promote our parish’s capital campaign in recognition of our 2 
ANNIVERSARIES in 2017.  We have a total goal of $250,000 by the 
end of next year.  

  
You may have opportunities between now and through next year, when God provides you 
monetarily with more than you had planned, small and large windfalls from His generous Hand … 
Would you consider giving these to this most noble cause, our Capital Campaign? The anniversary 



envelopes available next to the giving thermometer are used for this purpose.  The chart here shows 
our current progress.   
 

 

 
Newsletter from Georgia Witt: 

THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW CHRIST 
“Even to your old age I am He, and to gray hairs I will carry you.  I have made, and I will 

bear; I will carry and save.”  Isaiah 46:1 
 
I once again begin with my home service schedule.  I ask your prayers for safe travels for Rev. 
Nyamwaro and me and that God will bless our time spent with so many wonderful supporters and 
friends.  I am so excited to see so many of you.  Texas friends, please note that I will be in OG on 
December 11th!!  I hope to see many of you there. 
 
Dec. 11 – First Evangelical Luth., Orange Grove, TX; Covered dish lunch after church at noon. 
Dec. 18 – Grace Lutheran Church, Seguin, TX 
Dec. 22 – Seattle, WA – Christmas with my sister Sherry and family. 
Jan. 1 – Shepherd of the Hills, Snohomish, WA 
Jan. 9 – Colorado Springs, CO 
Jan. 15 – Christ Lutheran Church, Brea, CA 
Jan. 22 – Trinity Lutheran Church, Pine Bluff, AR 
Jan. 29 – Zion Lutheran Church, Seymour, IN 
Feb. 4 – Mission Central in Mapleton, IA at 1:00 P.M. 
Feb. 5 – Christ Lutheran Church, Platte Woods, MO 
Feb. 12 – Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Kansas City, MO 
 

October has been filled with a mid-term break which I spent with Anna Lisa and Paavo in 
Kisumu taking care of medical tests for a general health check.  Praise God that I am doing well! 

Time now is filled with preparing my presentation and working on a webpage for the 
college.  I look forward to meeting with Rev. Robert Roethmeyer at Concordia Theological 
Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN to discuss continued plans for automation of global seminary partners.  
The work of providing outstanding theological materials for our students is thrilling and I am 
blessed to be a part of it. 

As I write this our students have returned and it is always fun to hear of their home visits.  
Some of the international students didn’t get to go visit due to lack of funds, so it wasn’t so 
completely lonely here.  Once again, as you and your church bodies consider budgets please 
prayerfully consider our mission work here in Kenya.  The harvest is indeed great and laborers are 
few.  We, at the seminary, are working to provide those laborers!  Imagine some pastors have up to 
8 congregations to serve in their parish.  It reminds me of the old ‘circuit pastors’ riding on 
horseback! 

Please also note my updated contact information:  George Witt, MLTC, PO Box 45, Sondu 
via Kisumu, Kenya 40190.  Phone: +254 072 721 3953:  Home Leave Phone: 816 773 9894 

God bless and keep you strong and faithful, Georgia Witt   Georgia.Witt@lcmsintl.org 

mailto:Georgia.Witt@lcmsintl.org


 
 
 
 

A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … John 1:1-14 
 

Every Christmas present that sits wrapped under your Christmas tree will wear out. It will break or 
go out of style. This fact was there, somewhere, in the back of your mind even as you bought them, 
but you bought them anyway. For you love the person you bought them for, you wanted to 
see that look of joy it brings to their face. 
 
So also God gives to you. But greater. What He gives will never wear out, break down, or go out of 
style. For what He gives is His eternal and only-begotten Son, wrapped in your flesh, and 
placed upon the tree of the Cross. He gives His Son for you. He gives that you may have 
everlasting joy. He gives because He loves you. This is why the Word became flesh to dwell 
among you. 
 
And that is who is given to you. The Word who is God yet was with God from all eternity. The 
Word through whom all things were made. The Word who is the only-begotten Son of the Father, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, being of one substance with His Father. The 
One who called all things into existence, the One who spoke to Moses from the bush that burned 
yet was not consumed, the One whose glory filled the tabernacle to dwell among His people, God 
Himself, has taken on your flesh. 
 
Even though the Word is made flesh, even though God became Man, His Divinity is not lessened. 
His Divinity is not changed. His Divinity remains, pure and unchanging, but your flesh, your 
human nature, is exalted. Your flesh and humanity is assumed into God. God became man so 
that you would become like unto God—holy and righteous, without sin, without death. 
 
And so it is that the Son given to you wrapped in your flesh is placed upon the tree of the Cross. 
And no tree was ever adorned more beautifully. Its ornaments were nothing less than the 
Blood of God, poured out as an atoning sacrifice for your sins. Its garland the Body of God, 
hanged in death that you may have life. Its light the incarnate Light of the world, strung up to 
call you and all men unto Himself, to enlighten you, to make you His own. He gives you His life, 
He gives you joy and peace—peace with God in heaven and peace with one another on earth. 
 
And from the tree of the Cross the Lord Jesus places another gift for you upon the Altar. It is the 
Fruit of the Cross, His crucified and risen, living Body and Blood, the Fruit of the Tree of Life, 
wrapped in bread and wine and given to you. He fills you with His Glory. He makes your 
mouths and your hearts His manger. He abides in you and you in Him. 
 
The Word became flesh to be placed under the Cross for you. You are forgiven. This is why we 
give. We give because He has first given to us. And just as it was a joy for Him to give all He 
had to us. It is a joy for us to give to one another and His church so that this message of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation may be proclaimed.  



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Elders 

2 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

3   4pm - 

Cunningham 
Wedding 

4 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship & Blood Pressure Testing  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
5pm - Christmas Shopping for Others 

5 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

6 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

7 

10am - Advent Service 
followed by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm - Mom’s Bible Study 
6pm - Advent Dinner 
7pm - Advent  Service  

8 

6:30pm - Bells 
  

9 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
10am - Cookie 
Plate 
Assembly 

10 

10am - Noon - 
DOXOLOGY 
2pm - 
Congregation 
Christmas 
Caroling 

11 Dr. Senkbeil Guest Preacher DOXOLOGY 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service   
Noon - Oromo Worship 
4pm - Christmas Program 
7pm - Centralized Committee Meetings 

12 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

13 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

14 

10am - Advent Service 
followed by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm - Mom’s Bible Study 
6pm - Advent Dinner 
7pm - Advent  Service  

15 

6:30pm - Bells 
Pastors Conf. 
@ Holy Cross 
7pm - Board 
of Directors 

16 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - 
Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 

17 

9am - Decorate 
for Christmas 

18 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

19  

Pastors’ 
Day Off 
7pm - 
Pre-K 
Christmas  
Program 

20 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
2pm - Collate 
Shepherd’s 
Staff 
7pm - Pre-K 
Christmas  
Program 
7:30pm - Choir 

21 

10am - Advent Service 
followed by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm - Mom’s Bible Study 
6pm - Advent Dinner 
7pm - Advent  Service  

22 

10:30am -  
Pre-K 
Christmas 
Chapel with 
Congregation 
6:30pm - Bells 
  

23 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

24 

6pm - Christmas 
Eve Service 
11pm - 
Candlelight 
Service - LS 
  

25 

10am - Christmas Day Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

26 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

27 

NO Bible Study 
NO Choir 

28 

NO Weekday School 
NO Moms’ Bible Study 
NO Midweek Service  

29 

NO Bells 
  

30 

NO Men’s  
Bible Study 

31 

4pm - New 
Year’s Eve 
Service - LS 
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 Acolytes:  8am – Chadron Cummins,  
  10:45am – Joseph Ramos, Matthew Knopp 
24th 6pm -        24th 11pm – Forrest Boynton, 
25th 10am – Connor Henry 
31st 4pm – Connor Henry 

 

Head Ushers:   8am – Lavonne Dietrich  10:45am – Steve Brulja 

Ushers:  8am – Don Rea, Gregg Harrison 10:45am – Mark Cox, Chuck Kimball 
 
 
Elder In Charge:  8am: Henrichs 10:45am: Ferguson/Henrichs 

Wednesdays: 7th – Scroggins/Henrichs, 14th – Steffens/Lyons, 21st – White/S.Smith 

 

Greeters:   8am – John & Kelly Henrichs 10:45am – James & Roxanne Stavenau 
 

Counters:   
  
Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   12/4  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   12/7  Oswald & Lewis 

   12/11  Degnan/Durham/Moore    Faller  

   12/14  Oswald & Goodwin 

   12/17  9am - Decorate for Christmas 

12/18  Duff/Howard/Stavenau     Faller 

12/21  Oswald & Goodwin 

12/24  Sperl/Steffens/Duff & Moore & Lewis/Steffens Faller 

   12/25  Sperl/Steffens/Duff     Faller 

   12/31  Duff/Harrison & Moore     Truetken   
   

 Launder and Steam Cassocks and Acolyte Robes - Keck 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Cottas – Lorfing/Kelly 

 Launder and Steam & Pastors’ Surplices – Lorfing/Kelly     
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When Winter Weather Occurs… 
With winter fast approaching snow and ice are sure to follow.  What do we do regarding our 

church activities when the weather turns bad? 

Pre-K:  According to our Pre-Kindergarten policy manual… “In case of inclement or 

threatening weather, CLC Pre-Kindergarten will follow the Park Hill School 

District for school cancellation, early dismissal, or late arrival.” 

Weekday School:  We also follow the Park Hill School District as well as early dismissal 

arrangements in case of inclement weather.  If for some reason the Pastors and Deacon decide it 

would be in the best interest of our students, parents, teachers and helpers not to hold Weekday 

School because of bad weather, we will be in contact with your child’s teacher to cancel classes.   

Your child’s teacher will then notify each child in the class.  Deacon and Eunice will do their best 

to makes sure all people are adequately notified. 

Special Events:  If ice or snow make it dangerous to have a church-sponsored event, the church office will do 

its very best to contact all those involved in order to cancel the event.  If you have any questions regarding 

whether or not the event will be held or not, please call the church office. 

All Church Services:  Sunday/Wednesday or Special Church Services will NOT be cancelled 

because of inclement weather.  If for any reason you feel unsafe to travel because of the 

weather, please stay home.   To eliminate any kind of confusion over whether or not we will 

cancel Church Service, please know that the answer will always be, “We will NOT cancel on 

account of bad weather.”  There is simply no need to cancel when both pastors live within 

walking distance of the church.  With this in mind, please use your discretion when choosing to 

set out when the weather is bad.  First and foremost – be careful and stay safe. 

****************************************** 

ACTION TEAM 
Thanks to the generosity of many the Action Team keeps rolling along and accepting more challenges 

which benefit our community. We have the 100 fleece blankets in storage ready for pick up, we 

continue to sew zippered, embroidered bags for Social Services of Clay and Platte County, 160 cloth 

bags with draw string are ready for Wyandotte County Sheriff’s Department car trunks, 20 cloth draw 

string bags the size of a king size pillow case are delivered every month to the Domestic Violence 

Shelter and tutus, skirts and capes were sewn for Pre-K. In short, we have been really busy on Friday 

mornings. October 21 & 22 we reached out to the community and provided guidance and sewing 

machines for cast members of Park Hill High School presentation of Oklahoma to sew their costumes.  

Other Action Teams that we know about: 

 K C Pet Project - $250 of Clorox, laundry soap and other cleaning supplies 

 Toddlers clothing drive - $250 to purchase underwear 

Muddy River Clean-up - $250 to help provide a lunch for the 200 volunteers at the clean-up 

October 1 at Kaw Point. 

 Concession Stand - $250 seed money to stock the concession stand for Oklahoma. 

Tots Eat - $250 to help provide country costumes for teens who stood in front of Hen House and 

encouraged people to purchase already filled bags of needed groceries which were donated to 

the Tots Eat project. 

We have a few pillow cases left over from our fund raising sale last year. They will be on display at the 

oval table during fellowship hour December 4 and after the Tuesday Bible Class December 7. We’ve 

had requests to sell tutus and other pre-school dress up items and so they will also be available. If you 

can help us out and get a great gift please let us know. If you aren’t available at that time just call Heidi 

Scroggins set up a personal showing. 

Take the leap. There’s still time to get in at least one Action Team this year. It’s EASIER. Just think of 

a cause near and dear to your heart and help them out with the $250.00. 

Blessings, Action Team 



 


